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The Future of Tree Wardening  
 

 HAVE been extremely lucky in being given the opportunity 
to be the Co-ordinator of our excellent Tree Warden Network 
and to sit on the Tree Council’s Pilot Advisory Group (PAG).  

Both positions are giving me the opportunity to contribute 
toward moulding the future of Tree Wardening, something that 
is very important to me and, I believe, all of us.

As you are well aware, I have 
strong views on the role and the 
importance of Tree Wardens, but I 
am willing to admit that those views 
have changed quite a bit since 
becoming your Co-ordinator and a 
member of PAG. 

Indeed, PAG has given me the opportunity 
to view other Networks and compare them with 
Broadland, not only in East Anglia but 
nationally.  It has given me a wider appreciation 
of the Tree Warden’s role and how we are 
managed … or not managed in some cases. 

About this time last year I had become quite 
disillusioned and thought that Broadland District 
Council (BDC) closing its Tree Warden Network 
was nothing short of the end of the world as I 
knew it!  I feared that an independent Network 
had little chance of succeeding, partly because 
(it appeared that) BDC had lost interest and we 
suffered a great deal of apathy among Tree 
Wardens. 

Well, I’m pleased to say that my fears were 
totally unfounded as “going independent” was 
probably the best thing that could have 
happened, both for us and BDC.  BDC saved a 
great deal of officer time necessary to manage 
the Network … and believe me it does take a lot 
of time to do it properly! 

In turn, we gained a kind of freedom.  That 
is not a criticism of BDC in any way, but we can 
now operate in a more effective way. 

So, with a year since the closure 
announcement from BDC and six months of co-
ordinating our Network, I now feel in a position 
to share with you my views on how the future of 
Tree Wardening should be. 

I truly believe that independence can be the 
best thing for Networks.  Local authorities up 
and down the country are facing financial 
constraints the like of which have not been 
experienced before.  They need to make 
savings and one of the easiest cuts to make is 
Tree Wardens. 

I estimate that cutting Tree Wardens would 
save a local authority at least one officer and 
then there would be the associated postage and 
telephone, not to mention printing, costs, etc  

With the current trend of local authorities 
merging, either a full merger to create a new, 
larger authority or, as in the case of Broadland 
and South Norfolk, “sharing” resources, cutting 
Tree Wardens must appear even more 
attractive. 

It is here that I believe we find the biggest 
challenge of all.  Personally, I do not agree that 
bigger is better.  That applies to both local 
authorities and Tree Warden Networks.  When 
do we stop using the word “local” when 
considering local authorities? 

The same applies to Tree Warden 
Networks.  We must now look at them being co-
ordinated by willing volunteers who have more 
enthusiasm than common sense and believe in 
Tree Wardening so passionately that they will 
devote a very large part of their time to it. (This 
paragraph was written by Lesley !!) 

Co-ordinating 34 Tree Wardens effectively 
across 63 parishes is a challenge in Broadland.  
How on earth Henry Gowman gets on in South 
Norfolk with 91 Tree Wardens in 119 parishes I 
don’t know.  Even more challenging will be the 
task facing Frances Jannaway in Suffolk with 
nearly 200 Wardens across 617 parishes in 3 
district councils plus Ipswich.  Until this year the 
three district councils were six. 

As you know, Henry Gowman asked me 
earlier this year if the South Norfolk Wardens 
could merge with us as they couldn’t find 
enough volunteers to form a committee.  Luckily, 
they have now formed a committee and that 
problem has gone away … for now! 

We are so lucky to able to give Mark, Alex 
or Jamie a call, or e-mail them, to seek help or 
advice.  Very lucky indeed.  However, many 
local authorities are so large that you probably 
wouldn’t know who to contact … if there was 
someone. 

We can’t prevent local politicians merging 
their authorities to create larger, more efficient 
(their words not mine) ones, but we can choose 
not to catch this terrible “bigger is better” 
disease … or should we now call it a plague? 

We need to keep our Networks “small”.  The 
Broadland Network is big enough thank you 
very much.  South Norfolk has little or no choice 
but they could consider splitting into two sub-
networks.  Say north and south or east and 
west.  However, that is up to them. 

Suffolk though.  Well.  Frances could, I 
suppose, consider splitting into four sub-
networks, based on her (now) three district 
councils plus Ipswich.  That would, in very round 
terms, give her four sub-networks of around 50 
Wardens in each.  That becomes manageable. 

Having said that smaller Networks are to be 
preferred, I also believe that larger area co-
ordination is essential.  The Tree Council has a 
very small number of staff which is great for 
keeping administration costs to a minimum, but 
also means that they cannot be expected to 
organise the “grass roots”. 

My solution to that problem is to introduce 
an extra level of co-ordination/management.  
We need county and regional co-ordinators. 

Let’s consider Norfolk as I explain the role 
of my proposed county co-ordinators. Norfolk 
comprises seven district authorities, namely 
Broadland District Council, South Norfolk 
District Council, Breckland District Council, 
North Norfolk District Council, Great Yarmouth 
Borough Council, King's Lynn & West Norfolk 
Borough Council and Norwich City Council.  

Only Broadland and South Norfolk currently 
have Tree Warden Networks.  In the early days 
of the Tree Warden Scheme Breckland had a 
scheme, but that closed as part of a cost saving 
exercise and the wardens, for a reason I am not 
aware of, did not attempt to set up their own 
independent Network.    

I am pleased to report that Great Yarmouth 
Borough Council is currently considering setting 
up a Network and I have been in contact with 
them on that subject, giving advice, etc.  If we 
had a county structure it would make it far easier 
for Great Yarmouth to join the fold. 
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In addition to the local authorities already 
listed there is the Broads Authority of course 
which actually sits within Broadland, South 
Norfolk, North Norfolk, Great Yarmouth, and 
Norwich City, the boundary being drawn tightly 
around the floodplains and lower reaches of the 
main rivers (Bure, Waveney and Yare) and their 
tributaries (Ant, Chet, Thurne and Wensum). 

At one time, as you “older hands” will 
remember, the Broads Authority set-up its own 
Tree Warden scheme, encouraging Tree 
Wardens from the established schemes in its 
area to join.  However, within a year the 
authority appeared to lose interest and the idea 
actually came to nought. 

I guess that you can say that it seemed a 
good idea at the time. 

When setting up the Broadland Tree 
Warden Network I e-mailed the Broads 
Authority to ask if they were interested in 
supporting us but I never received a reply. 

Under my county structure, each District 
Network would retain its existing Co-ordinator, 
but we will also appoint a County Co-ordinator 
whose main role would be to ensure that all 
District Networks operated along similar lines 
and retained good contact with each other. 

In turn, that County Co-ordinator would 
report to the Regional Co-ordinator who would 
cover the same area as I do now as Regional 
Representative on PAG. 

Yes, it appears a bit hierarchical, but I 
believe that it would improve communication 
and reduce the workload on the District Co-
ordinators. 

Now I shall consider Tree Wardens them-
selves.  I know that several people were 
offended when, on starting our Network, I said 
that I was going to carry out a deadwooding 
exercise, but I won’t apologise for that.  IT 
WORKED. 

If you want proof then just remember that 
one of the names I was given was that of a 
Warden who had died two years previously and 
several others decided that they didn’t want to 
continue any longer, either due to age or a lack 
of interest. 

Yes, I was faced with a greatly reduced list 
of active Tree Wardens, but at least I knew that 
those that remained were still interested and 
active.  It gave me the opportunity to recruit 
fresh blood and the fact that today we have 
more Wardens covering more parishes than we 
have ever had is proof that it was the correct 
course of action. 

Perhaps we should repeat the exercise 
periodically!! 

So, that’s my view on how we should 
proceed in the future.  I doubt if it will ever be 
adopted but who knows?  No doubt some of you 
have your own ideas and/or views.  Why not 
share them with us all?  Others of course may 
not care what happens.  Now when shall we 
have the next deadwooding exercise? 

As I have now said on several occasions, 
parishes and local authorities have yet to fully 
appreciate the value of Tree Wardens and Tree 
Wardens have yet to demonstrate their full 
value. 
 

ARMERS attracted by new 
financial incentives to plant 
trees as part of the ambitious 

Northern Forest project have been 
advised to think carefully before 
taking land away from food 
production. 

The subsidised tree-planting incentives 
through the MOREwoods scheme are 
specifically aimed at landowners operating 

across an expansive area extending from 
Liverpool to Hull via Leeds. 

The National Farmers’ Union said the 
announcement makes tree planting “a more 
attractive option” for farmers but they have 
“complex” decisions to make.  James Copeland, 
the union’s regional environment and land use 
adviser for Yorkshire and the North East, said: 
“Farmers across the region play a unique role in 
producing food while protecting and enhancing 
our countryside. 

“Taking land out of agricultural production is 
complex, so farmers will have to consider both 
the risks and benefits to their business carefully. 
Provided that the importance of food production 
is not forgotten, the MOREwoods scheme does 
offer a new opportunity for farmers to further 
contribute to creating a richer habitat for wildlife 
to thrive, and a natural environment for people 
to enjoy.” 

Over the next 25 years, the Woodland Trust 
and Community Forest Trust aim to plant more 
than 50 million trees to connect community 
forests in the North. At present, the area has 
below average woodland cover; 7.6% compared 
to the UK average of 13%. 

The Woodland Trust said farmers, 
smallholders and landowners are an “integral” 
part of its vision and it has opened applications 
for tree planting between November this year 
and next March. Applicants must be willing to 
plant currently non-wooded land at a density of 
between 1,000 and 1,600 trees per hectare. 

The Country Land and Business 
Association welcomed incentivised planting, 
saying it “strongly overlaps” with government 
policy direction to reward landowners and 
farmers for the ‘public benefits’ they provide, but 
its northern director Dorothy Fairburn warned 
the project must be managed appropriately. 

“The key to success is not just grants to 
support establishment of new forests but 
recognition of the long-term management 
requirement for forestry, so it is essential to 
engage with landowners early doors,” Miss 
Fairburn said. 

For this project to succeed it will also be vital 
to have in place the right regulatory and 
planning framework that allows landowners to 
exploit commercial forestry and other leisure 
opportunities.” 

The Woodland Trust insists the Northern 
Forest will bring many benefits, including 
reduced flooding risks for up to 190,000 people 
and storing thousands of tonnes of carbon. 
 

N 12 June, the Government’s 
Tree Champion Sir William 
Worsley was reappointed to 

continue his drive to accelerate tree 
planting rates.  This is great news 
for all those who care about our 
trees, woodlands and forests. 
 The chair of the National Forest Company 
was tasked last year with setting a bold direction 
for the country’s forests and woodlands over the 
next 25 years. 
 Now Sir William is marking his 
reappointment with a call to land owners, 
farmers and foresters across the country to take 
up the mantle of tree planting by accessing the 
Government’s Woodland Creation Grant 
Scheme. 
 Through this fund, which is now open for 
applications all year round, planting grants of up 
to £6,800 are available to help landowners 
realise the benefits of expanding woodland 
cover. 
 The creation of a Tree Champion was a key 
commitment of the Government’s flagship 25 

Year Environment Plan and since being 
appointed Sir William has worked with Defra and 
the Forestry Commission to implement a 
number of initiatives to grow woodland cover. 
This includes the £10 million Urban Tree 
Challenge Fund which was announced last 
month and will see 130,000 urban trees planted 
across England’s towns and cities. 
 Government Tree Champion Sir William 
Worsley said “Trees transform our cities, 
connect us with the outdoors and help to tackle 
the impacts of our changing climate. That is why 
I am delighted to be reappointed as the 
government’s Tree Champion so I can continue 
my drive to ensure future generations enjoy a 
landscape rooted with trees. 
 “Now I am calling on land owners across the 
country to help me by taking up our woodland 
creation grants and tapping into the 
environmental and economic benefits of 
planting more trees.” 
 The Tree Champion will continue to push 
forward the government’s ambition to move 
further and faster on tree planting, with an 
English Tree Strategy due to be consulted on 
later this year. He also has already been helping 
to drive up planting rates in the regions, 
spearheading the launch of the first Forestry 
Investment Zone in Cumbria and launching the 
Urban Tree Manual to help local authorities in 
their decision making. 
 Earlier this year the government also 
consulted on a raft of forestry measures which 
included proposals to give communities a better 
say in protecting street trees. 
 Forestry Minister David Rutley said “I am 
happy to reappoint the Tree Champion for 
another year, and applaud his drive and 
determination over the past year to champion 
the importance of our precious woodlands.  The 
role trees play in combatting climate change and 
improving our health and wellbeing cannot be 
underestimated, and I look forward to continuing 
to work closely with Sir William Worsley over the 
coming year.” 
 The Countryside Stewardship Woodland 
Creation grant is open for applications all year 
round. Farmers, land managers and foresters 
are encouraged to submit full applications at 
least five months before they plan to plant 
woodland, to give themselves the best chance 
of receiving an agreement when they need it. 
 By planting more trees and creating new 
woodland, landowners in England can help to 
prevent flood risk and contribute to the 
sustainability of the wider landscape and 
provide a range of other ecosystem benefits 
such as carbon capture, soil conservation and 
biodiversity. 
 The government has guaranteed that any 
agreements where funding has been agreed 
before the end of 2020 will be funded for their 
full lifetime, even in a no-deal scenario. 
 

HE Coventry Telegraph 
recently reported that the 
Woodland Trust has warned 

that proposed motorway works in 
Solihull will lead to the "direct loss" 
of part of an ancient woodland. 
 The Trust has objected to the impact on 
Aspbury's Copse, an "irreplaceable" habitat 
which borders the M42.  In a letter to the 
Planning Inspectorate, the Trust set out its 
concerns about what would happen to the crop 
of trees between Catherine de Barnes and 
Hampton-in-Arden. 
 The area would be affected by the 
improvement works that Highways England has 
planned for Junction 6, which are currently 
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expected to get underway next year. 
 Nicole Hillier, a campaigner for the 
Woodland Trust, said it was the organisation's 
view that the scheme went against national 
planning policy.  Aside from a loss of part of the 
plantation, it is feared that what is left will also 
suffer as a result of the multi-million pound 
development. 

"The trust is concerned that for the 
remaining woodland, there will be additional 
impacts of increased noise and light pollution 
from traffic, as well as dust pollution during 
construction of the proposal," said Ms Hillier. 

"The woodland will also be subjected to 
increased nitrogen oxide emissions from 
vehicles, which can change the character of 
woodland vegetation." 

The wooded area is one of several identified 
in the Hampton-in-Arden Neighbourhood 
Development Plan (NDP), prepared by the 
parish council.  The document said that habitats 
within the parish are "a haven" for wildlife, 
supporting species including barn owls, bats 
and badgers. 

A separate submission, by Natural England, 
notes that the copse will face "severe 
disturbance", with the construction of two slip-
roads to serve a new motorway junction (5A).  
While the work would cut through both halves of 
the woodland, the organisation welcomed the 
fact that there had been efforts to reduce the 
impact. 

Its statement said: "Natural England notes 
that a number of the scheme revisions have 
been made in order to help minimise the extent 
of permanent land take required from within 
Aspbury’s Copse.  These include realignment of 
the J5A slip roads and reduction in span of 
Solihull Road overbridge." 

It has been pointed out that the woodland 
was previously split in two when the original 
motorway was built. 

In a response to the comments raised by 
various organisations and individuals, Highways 
England said it was looking at the issues raised 
in relation to the copse.  Discussions are 
underway to produce "a statement of common 
ground" between the Woodland Trust and the 
government-owned company. 

Supporters of the scheme argue that it will 
play a pivotal role in easing traffic on the 
borough's motorway network, which continues 
to increase in volume. 
 

NOTHER threat to our 
precious ancient woodlands 
was reported on the 

Okehampton Today website.  
 A plan supported by a local petition of 500 
signatures, will see the Tarka Trail cycle route in 
Devon extended from Meeth to Hatherleigh, but 
only if it doesn’t go through ancient woodland. 
 Devon County Council’s development 
management committee has narrowly voted to 
grant permission for an off-road route that will 
extend the cycle route from the end of the Tarka 

Trail near Meeth to Made-Well at West Fishleigh 
Farm where there is a café open to the public.  
It will then continue south to Hatherleigh. 

However, the planning permission is 
conditional on independent confirmation that 
Parker’s Copse, which the route runs through, is 
identified as ‘priority habitat’ rather than ancient 
woodland.  If an independent expert confirms it 
is ancient woodland, then the application will 
have to return to the committee for further 
consideration. 

The committee last month heard from local 
councillors that the community backed the plan. 
Cllr Patrick Kimber, who represents Hatherleigh 
on West Devon Borough Council, asked the 
committee to approve the application. “For 
almost 30 years the council has been trying to 
connect the Tarka Trail to Hatherleigh and there 
will be social and economic benefit of 
connecting the trail to our market town” he said.  

“This will be good for everyone’s well-being 
and encourage people to enjoy the beautiful 
countryside and keep people active and will 
allow for people to leave their cars at home and 
cycle instead. It will reduce isolation for 
communities by linking Hatherleigh to the 
surrounding villages and it will increase tourism 
and get more people to visit our local shops and 
pubs. This cycle path will be a wonderful asset 
for the community and I ask you to approve the 
application.” 

Mike Deaton, principal planning officer, told 
the committee that initial proposals would have 
seen the route follow the old dismantled railway 
line between Meeth and Hatherleigh, but due to 
difficulties in securing the land, that route was 
no longer being taken forward. 

Cllr Kimber said that the new route was 
more direct and avoided two crossings of the 
A386, adding: “Meeth is still connected by the 
trail, the landlord of the pub supports this route 
and I have a petition of 500 signatures in support 
of this.” 

Concerns were raised about the route 
necessitating the felling of 61 trees in Parker’s 
Copse. However the meeting was told that no 
other route was possible. 

A vote ended in a six each tie and Cllr Jerry 
Brook, chairman of the committee, used his 
casting vote to reject the amended 
recommendation.  He then proposed that the 
application be approved, subject to confirmation 
that the trees in question were not ancient 
woodland, saying: “There is a serious challenge 
if this network has to consider an alternative 
route. The topography is that it has to take this 
line to make it accessible by all users.” 

Cllr Jeremy Yabsley added: “We have been 
here before struggling to find a route for this path 
and concerned we have not managed to 
progress. Going through woodland would 
provide a unique experience and I would not 
consider that this is ancient woodland. I think we 
need to progress the trail.” 

Cllr Richard Hosking said: “It has been 30 
years trying to get this installed and unless there 
are really strong reasons not to proceed, it 
would be shame not to.” 

Councillors then voted by eight votes to four 
to approve the construction of the cycle trail. 
 

Y recent hopes that the 
attitude of government and 
local authorities toward 

ancient trees and ancient wood-
land was changing appear to have 
been unfounded. 
 The previous two passages of this editorial 
appear to show that the message has yet to get 
through to some parts of the country. 

 Looking at the map at the top of this page, I 
would say that the proposed new junction could 
easily be moved a little to the north, thereby 
protecting the ancient woodland. 
 As for the idea of creating a cycle trail 
through an ancient woodland, I know it’s a long 
way from Westminster to Devon but surely 
they’ve heard that ancient woodland is to be 
protected.  Come on people.  It’s time to wake 
up and change your attitudes. 
 

 AM sorry to report that Mike 
Hillier, one of the Haveringland 
Tree Wardens, has reluctantly 

decided to resign his post due to ill 
health. 

Whilst I am disappointed to be losing one of 
our Wardens, I am sure that you will agree that 
the most important thing is Mike’s health. 

So, on behalf of all Broadland Tree Wardens 
I thank Mike for his valuable contribution and 
hope that his health improves.  We all wish him 
the very best for the future and trust that he 
stays in touch in some way. 

 

ORE disappointing news 
reached me toward the end 
of June when Alex Lowe 

informed me that she will be leaving 
Broadland District Council in mid-
August to take up an opportunity 
with Wild Frontier Ecology in 
Fakenham as an Arboricultural 
Consultant. 

Alex wants to progress his career and 
dedicate more time to learning about trees 
whilst increasing his knowledge. As the 
company is an ecology consultancy, Alex will 
also get the opportunity to help out with 
protected species surveys which would be great 
additional skills to learn. 

Rumours that Mark Symonds was last seen 
jumping off the city bridge holding a lump of 
concrete are not true.  No, he definitely was not 
holding a lump of concrete!! 

Seriously though, Alex will be greatly 
missed.  Not just as an extremely helpful 
member of the BDC team but also, and perhaps 
more importantly, as a true friend of the 
Broadland Tree Wardens. 

There is no news yet regarding a 
replacement ... if any … but how do you replace 
Alex?  I’ll leave that to Ben Burgess to ponder. 

Anyway, just in case the August edition of 
Broadsheet is delayed, or something similar.  
I’m sure that you would all like to join me in 
wishing Alex the very best of luck for his future 
career and also many, many, thanks for all his 
help and support for us all. 

No doubt several of you will want to send 
your own personal good wishes and I’m sure 
that Alex would be pleased to receive them. 

One final thing, I have invited all the team at 
BDC to be our guests at the Regional Tree 
Warden Forum in October and Alex has told me 
that he would still like to accept that invitation.  
So we will be able to find out how his new job is 
going. 

Best of luck mate. 
 

K, that’s it from me for this 
month.  I hope you enjoy this 
edition of your magazine and 

find something of interest. 

   Have a great July. 

   John Fleetwood 
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Could Leaving Parts of East Anglia to Grow 
Wild Help us Tackle Climate Change? 

 

An article by Ross Bentley published on  
the East Anglian Times website 

 
 

HE big environmental news last month was the announcement of the Government's plan 
to work towards 'net-zero' greenhouse gases by 2050 in a bid to tackle climate change. If 
we are to reach 'net-zero' emissions by 2050, we need to capture carbon. Rewilding could 

sequester greenhouse gases, as well as bring many other benefits for man and wildlife. 

If the UK is to get anywhere near 
this target it will mean an end to 
heating homes with traditional gas 
boilers, more green electricity, and 
a switch from petrol and diesel cars 
to electric vehicles, walking and 
cycling. It could require people to 
eat less meat and dairy and take 
fewer flights. 

However, reducing emissions alone will not 
be enough. There is a general consensus that 
large amounts of carbon also need to be 
removed from the atmosphere. 

One idea on how this might be achieved 
whilst also bringing a host of benefits for nature, 
is through rewilding and other so-called natural 
climate solutions. Rewilding is a concept that 
has taken off in the world of conservation in 
recent times.  Rather than working hard to 
maintain a habitat for a handful of specialist 
species, the idea is to enable the large-scale 
restoration of ecosystems where nature can 
take care of itself by introducing a number of 
apex species to an area and leaving things to 
see what happens. 

One organisation at the forefront of 
promoting this wilder vision for the country is 
Rewilding Britain, which recently released a 
proposal document on how nature can help 
counter the massive challenge of climate 
change. 

The charity has calculated that six million 
hectares of regenerating woodland, peatland 
and species-rich grasslands could sequester 
about 47 million tonnes of CO2 per year, more 
than a tenth of current UK greenhouse gas 
emissions. It says this would cost around £1.9 
billion per year, a third less than the current 
estimated EU Common Agricultural Policy cost 
of £3 billion. 

Rewilding Britain says, this moment in time, 
as the UK prepares for Brexit, presents a golden 
opportunity to devise a new subsidy system for 
farmers and landowners, and suggests that the 
cost of any rewilding programme could be 
covered by a carbon tax targeting big polluters. 

Support for the proposal has been 
impressive.  A petition on the Parliament 
Petitions website has generated over 100,000 
signatures, meaning the issue will be 
considered for debate in Parliament, whilst 
Alistair Driver, a director at Rewilding Britain, 
says he has been "inundated" with enquiries as 
interest in the benefits of rewilding grows. 

Up until now, supporters of rewilding have 
emphasised the gains that leaving marginal 
farming land to nature offers wildlife but, says Mr 
Driver, this new focus on the advantages for 
humans could broaden its appeal. 

"We are a selfish species and because 
climate change is impacting on us, we are trying 
to do something about it," he said. "We have to 
emphasise the societal benefits of rewilding 
more." 

To make a genuine difference, rewilding 
needs to happen "at scale," added Mr Driver, 
who was national head of conservation for the 
Environment Agency for more than a decade. 

"We need landowners to form groups, to 
come together and to agree to try this on part of 
their land. On farming land, where there are few 
trees and hedges, there may have to be some 
significant tree planting and work to raise water 
levels and restore wetlands. Where you have 
lots of trees, it may be a case of reducing 
livestock numbers and removing fences.  The 
level of intervention to kick start things may be 
much less." 

In some areas of East Anglia, groups of 
landowners are already uniting under the 
rewilding banner. Hugh Somerleyton, who owns 
the Somerleyton Estate on the Suffolk/Norfolk 
border is in the process of giving over a fifth of 
his 5,000 acre estate to nature. He is also 
spearheading an initiative called Wild East and 
has co-opted a dozen like-minded landowners - 
from Norwich down the Suffolk Coast - who 
share his vision. 

"If we seriously want to reverse the declines 
in bird life, reptiles and mammals but also 

improve soil health and water quality it has to be 
a wider collaboration," he told the EADT in April. 
"Over a 25-year period or longer what could the 
land look like? Wilder, wetter? With the 
reduction of the single farm payment, how much 
of that land might be better put back to nature?" 

In Norfolk, conservation adviser at Natural 
England, John Ebbage says there are five or six 
large estates "interested" in rewilding with two 
landowners already committed to ecological 
restoration. 

Mr Ebbage talks about rewilded areas 
creating "stepping stones" for wildlife to move 
between established wildlife rich areas, such as 
the Broads, the North Norfolk and Suffolk coasts 
and Breckland. 

"We aren't saying take out Grade 1 Fen 
farming land.  Most of the land [that could be 
rewilded] is marginal and is a very small part of 
the countryside.  More land is given over to golf 
courses." 

He says he hopes for a future where land 
management will be made up of a holy trinity of 
rewilding, nature-friendly farming and 
conventional conservation. 

At the Ken Hill farm, north of King's Lynn on 
the Wash, Dom Buscall says the family estate is 
about to undergo a transformation as part of an 
ambitious project to restore 500 acres of 
freshwater marsh and allow a neighbouring 
1,000 acres of woodland and "unproductive" 
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arable land to rewild. 
"We fundamentally buy into the idea of 

rewilding," he said. "It allows more biodiversity 
and provides natural climate solutions. When 
you let these natural processes return, the 
organic matter in the soil that builds up starts 
sucking up carbon. Shrubs retain water better, 
which provides protection from droughts and 
floods. 

He added: "That is before you get to the 
benefits to society and people being able to 
access nature. People are waking up to how 
much damage we have done to our natural 

systems." 
The long-term vision at Ken Hill is to create 

an attraction for people interested in wildlife 
where they can stay, go on safari and practise 
photography. Offering nature-rich well-being 
retreats is also being considered. 

These will all provide revenue streams in the 
future but, in the shorter term, the decision to 
rewild still makes commercial sense.  The 
Countryside Stewardship grants the project will 
attract matching what the family could hope to 
achieve if it farmed the land. 

Mr Buscall added: "Rewilding is a risk 

because you don't know what you are going to 
get but Brexit will be a huge squeeze for many 
farms and we would just be above break even if 
we did nothing." 
 
Editor’s comment – As you all know by now I am 
fundamentally opposed to the part of rewilding 
where people want to re-introduce the sea eagle 
off the Norfolk coast and other such ideas.  
However, this really makes sense to me and I 
think it could work.  We, as Tree Wardens, need 
to support it wherever and whenever we 
possibly can. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Tree Planting in England Falls 
71% Short of Government Target 

 

An article by Fiona Harvey published on www.theguardian.com 
 
 

REE planting in England fell well short of targets in the past year new figures show, 
despite government promises to restore and plant new woodland across the country to 
combat the climate change crisis.  Only 1,420 hectares (3,507 acres) of trees were planted 

in England in the year to March 2019, against the government’s target of 5,000 hectares in the 
period, with smaller areas in Wales and Northern Ireland, at 500 hectares and 240 hectares 
respectively. The total tree cover of the UK is unchanged at 10% in England, 15% in Wales, 19% 
in Scotland and 8% in Northern Ireland. 

However Scotland did far better, 
with 11,200 hectares planted, taking 
the UK’s total to 13,400 hectares, 
the highest level overall in the last 
decade. 

Michael Gove, the environment secretary, 
has promised a national campaign of tree-
planting, with pledges from the government of 
£50m for 10m new rural trees and £10m for 
130,000 urban trees by 2022. Setting out 
measures the UK will need to implement to 
achieve the net-zero carbon target, which is 
shortly to be enshrined in legislation, the 
Committee on Climate Change said 1.5bn trees 
would be needed by 2050, equivalent to an area 
of 30,000 hectares every year, with 15% of crop 
land turned to tree-planting and growing plants 
for fuel. 

The Woodland Trust, which planted half of 
the new broadleaf woodland for England last 
year, called for much greater government 
support for tree-planting. 

Farmers in England face complex choices 
over tree-planting, because they get little 
support for it owing to the way the government 
has implemented the EU’s common agricultural 
policy. They are also uncertain over Brexit – the 
government has promised “public money for 
public goods” in a new agricultural system after 
Brexit, but there is little detail on how this will 
work and the new “environmental land 
management contracts” will only be phased in 
from 2024, which leaves a gap in the potential 
support available. 

Abi Bunker, director of conservation at the 
Woodland Trust, said: “It will be a challenge, it 
will cost money, it will mean tough choices, but 
the human race is at a crossroads for our 
environmental future. To avoid climate 
breakdown, we have to act. If the framework is 

in place, meeting the ambition of 17% tree cover 
[for the UK] is achievable.” 

The Soil Association said that the way in 
which the EU’s common agricultural policy has 
been implemented in England has helped to 
discourage tree-planting by farmers, and called 
for any new post-Brexit system to provide much 
more support. “At the very least, future 
agricultural policy should not disadvantage 
farms pursuing agroforestry,” the organisation 
said at a parliamentary event this week. 
“Agroforestry is not a short-term investment for 
farmers.” 

Guy Shrubsole, trees campaigner at 
Friends of the Earth, which is campaigning to 
double tree cover, said: “Our government talks 
the talk on fighting climate breakdown, but these 

figures show that planting of new trees, and 
replacing those felled, in England is [near] a 
historic low. Trees are going to form a key part 
in getting the country to net zero emissions, so 
we need to see a huge improvement in how 
quickly trees are being planted.” 

A spokesperson for the Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs said: “Our 
forest and woodlands are vital for providing 
timber, reducing flood risk and protecting our 
wildlife, which is why planting more trees is at 
the heart of our ambition to protect the 
environment for future generations. This is why 
we are introducing our new environment bill, 
which will include ambitious legislative 
measures to take direct action to address the 
biggest environmental priorities of our age.” 

T 
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Genetic Considerations for Provenance Choice of 

Native Trees under Climate Change in England 

 
OVERNMENT, conservation bodies and the commercial forestry sector are committed to 
protecting, enhancing and expanding the resource of woods, trees and forests for the 
multiple benefits they provide and doing so under conditions of a changing climate and 

increasing pest and disease threats. For a considerable time now, the Forestry Commission 
has advocated ‘the right tree in the right place’ as a standard philosophy for tree planting, but 
how should this be interpreted when adapting to future environmental and climatic conditions?  

A variety of views have been 
expressed upon discussion of this 
topic, particularly concerning 
appropriate provenance selection 
for native woodland planting.  

A lack of knowledge of the evidence-base 
underpinning those views has become apparent 
and, as a response, the Forestry Commission, 
Natural England and the Woodland Trust 
commissioned a report ‘Genetic considerations 
for provenance choice of native trees under 
climate change in England’ from Forest 
Research during 2018 to answer the research 
question: What is the evidence around 
provenance choice and adaptation to climate 
change when planting native woodland? 

The report identified, collated and analysed 
the available evidence to determine if using 
different provenances of native tree planting 
stock confers an adaptive advantage. A clear 
and concise explanation of tree genetics and 
adaptation, as presented in the report, provides 
clarity of understanding of the evidence and 
highlights particular areas requiring further 
research.  

However, the report only indirectly 
addresses the related issue of whether new 
native woods and trees should be established 
by planting or by natural regeneration to confer 
greater adaptive advantage.  

Natural England, the Woodland Trust and 
other conservation bodies frequently promote 
natural regeneration as the preferred 
mechanism for establishment, wherever 
feasible. The report does not compare the 
adaptive qualities of planted material with 
natural regeneration; rather, its explicit focus is 
upon planting material, and contrasting 
adaptation to projected climate change of more 
southerly provenance with local provenance.  

In addition, the evidence is drawn solely 
from tree provenance performance in different 
situations and does not extend to a 
consideration of the ecosystem impacts of 
alternative provenance choices.  

The Forestry Commission, Natural England 
and the Woodland Trust have used this body of 
evidence to review existing policies and to 
inform this Policy Advice Note on suitable 
actions for those seeking to build resilience to 
climate change into their woods and other tree 
planting situations. 
 The key findings are as follows. 

•  Genetic variation in populations of trees is 
very high, typically exceeding the 
variation between populations. 

• Different populations within a species 
show adaptive differences as a result of 
generations of spatially variable natural 
selection. Factors causing adaptive 
genetic variation can include temperature 
and precipitation regimes, and local pest 
and pathogen pressures. 

• The geographical pattern of adaptive 
variation varies among species and 
among traits within species. 

•  The effect of site is often larger than the 
effect of provenance. This reflects 
phenotypic plasticity, the ability of trees to 
modify their phenotype (ie the physical 
and biochemical characteristics of an 
organism as determined by the interaction 
of its genetic constitution and the 
environment) in situ. 

•  Provenances transferred from warmer to 
colder environments often show greater 
early vigour than local provenance, 
although survival and stem form can be 
compromised if the transfer distance is 
too large or if transfer is made from an 
area with a continental climate. 

• Local provenance often shows average 
growth due to conservative adaptation to 
the local growing season and, 
consequently, can be hardier than 
provenances transferred from warmer 
environments. 

• Stressful growing environments can 
produce results which contrast with 
expectation, revealing or exposing 
puzzling or cryptic genetic variation. This 
is when individuals and populations which 
do not differ greatly in the absence of 
stress produce very different phenotypes 
under conditions of stress. 

• The evidence-base is incomplete, 
especially for the less widely planted 
native species, so any conclusions should 
recognise this limitation. 

Maintaining genetic variation in our tree 
species is important; we don’t know with 
certainty the environmental pressures our trees 
will face, but the greater the variation, the more 
likely it is that populations are able to survive 
and even thrive in the new and changing 
conditions. 

Natural selection, via natural regeneration, 

is important and can drive site-based 
adaptation. If there is very limited natural 
regeneration, for example due to a lack of seed 
trees or grazing and browsing impacts, then 
adaptation will not take place. If these issues 
cannot be addressed, then appropriate tree 
stock will need to be brought in to help drive site-
based adaptation. 

Planting appropriate southerly provenance 
is a valid choice for maintaining and enhancing 
timber production, but is not proven for 
enhancing resilience by increasing the genetic 
diversity on site, since most tree populations are 
already genetically diverse. There is some 
evidence that shows reduced susceptibility to 
drought but also an increased frost risk from 
some more southerly choices. 

The projected rate of climate change we are 
facing is unprecedented; there is a risk that 
natural selection processes may not be able to 
keep pace with environmental change. 
Consequently, management interventions may 
need to be more frequent to enable more natural 
regeneration, or to make use of assisted 
migration (ie 2 introducing provenances from 
more southerly regions in anticipation of climate 
change) where this is shown to be effective and 
meets the management objectives. 

A “portfolio approach” (for example, using 
natural regeneration, local planting stock, and 
planting stock from appropriate, more southerly 
provenances), using species matched to site 
characteristics and managers’ objectives could 
help to spread the risks associated with making 
any one provenance choice and increase the 
likelihood that some trees will thrive. 

On sites of high biodiversity interest, for 
example ancient woodlands or SSSIs, we do not 
know from this work whether there are 
unintended negative consequences of using 
assisted migration (for example biosecurity 
breaches or mismatched phenology issues), as 
ecosystem interactions have not been a part of 
this research. Care also needs to be taken not 
to bring additional material onto sites which 
have unique genotypes from a long period of 
genetic isolation where this is important from a 
conservation perspective. 

We do know that selective pressures on 
sites will mean that any unsuitable material 
brought in through planting will usually fail 
before it reaches reproductive age; limiting the 
amount of any non-local provenance stock to 
only a small proportion addresses this risk. 
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Greenpeace International Estimates Forest Twice Size 
of UK Destroyed in Decade for Big Consumer Brands 

 

An article by Karen McVeigh published on www.theguardian.com 
 
 

N area twice the size of the UK has been destroyed for products such as palm oil and 
soy over the last decade, according to analysis by Greenpeace International.  In 2010, 
members of the Consumer Goods Forum, including some of the world’s biggest 

consumer brands, pledged to eliminate deforestation by 2020, through the sustainable sourcing 
of four commodities most linked to forest destruction: soya, palm oil, paper and pulp, and cattle, 
but analysis by Greenpeace International suggests that by the start of 2020, an estimated 50m 
hectares (123m acres) of forest are likely to have been destroyed in the growing demand for 
and consumption of agricultural products, in the 10 years since those promises were made.  

Its report, Countdown to 
Extinction, said that since 2010, the 
area planted with soya in Brazil has 
increased by 45% and palm oil 
production in Indonesia has risen 
by 75%. 

The environmental group accused major 
brands of failing to meet their commitments and 
warned that the current situation was “bleak”, 
advising them to evolve in order to “prevent 
climate and ecological breakdown”.   

Deforestation releases greenhouse gas 
emissions that contribute to climate change and 
destroy important habitat, threatening species 
with extinction. 

Greenpeace says it wrote to more than 50 
traders, retailers, producers and consumer 
companies early in 2019 asking them to 
demonstrate progress towards deforestation by 
disclosing their commodity suppliers. 

Only a handful replied and all of those that 
did disclose the requested information source 
products from traders or producers involved in 
forest destruction, they said. None of the 50 
demonstrated “meaningful” action to end 
deforestation, the campaigners said, based on 
assessing their policies and publicly available 
supply chain information. 

The companies that responded could not 
provide details on how much soya they were 
using for animal feed, let alone where it was 
sourced from, the campaigners said. 

Soya is the second most significant driver of 

global deforestation and 90% of soya produced 
globally is used for animal feed, the report 
found. 

Anna Jones, global campaign lead for 
forests at Greenpeace UK, said: “These 
companies are destroying our children’s future 
by driving us towards climate and ecological 
collapse. 

“They’ve wasted a decade on half-
measures and in that time vast areas of the 
natural world have been destroyed.  They 
should be in crisis talks right now, but they’re still 
trying to grow demand for products that will drive 
forest destruction even further.” 

She added: “Our message to companies is 
simple: evolve your business to prevent climate 
and ecological breakdown.” 

About 80% of global deforestation is caused 
by agricultural production, which is also the 
leading cause of habitat destruction, the group 
said. 

Agricultural consumption, and therefore 
production, is forecast to rise globally. Meat 
consumption is set to rise by 76% according to 
some estimates. Soya production is also 
predicted to soar by almost 45% and palm oil by 
nearly 60%, according to the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation. 

The campaigners said the onus is on brands 
that use commodities such as beef, palm oil and 
soya, to show their supply chains are free from 
deforestation. 

Richard George, head of forests at 
Greenpeace UK said: “Any company using soya 
needs to be committed to eliminating 

deforestation and habitat destruction. They 
need to be aware of where their products come 
from. 

 
“It’s shocking that 10 years after these 

companies committed to cutting deforestation, 
they don’t know how much soya they are using. 
We are in the middle of a climate crisis. That’s 
not ok.” 

The report, published as chief executives 
from global brands gathered in Vancouver for 
the Consumer Goods Forum global summit, 
said that preventing climate and ecological 
breakdown will require “transformative changes” 
to the way forests are managed and agricultural 
commodities are produced, and “dramatic 
reductions” in meat and dairy consumption. 

“We are experiencing a climate and 
ecological emergency,” the report said. 
“Companies that are unwilling or unable to do 
what is needed to fit the global commodity trade 
and keep forest destroyers out of their supply 
chains must instead avoid high-risk 
commodities entirely.” 

In October last year, the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change recognised that 
reforming the food system to ensure the 
protection of forests is a vital part of the fight 
against the climate emergency and in May, the 
Intergovernmental Science Policy Platform on 
Biodiversity and Ecosystem systems warned of 
an unprecedented decline in nature, 
accelerating extinction rates and called for 
“transformative changes” to restore and protect 
nature. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A 

Situations Vacant 

 
Upton with Fishley Parish Council is seeking a Tree Warden.  The parish covers an area of 8.93 km² and had 

a population of 660 in 272 households at the 2001 census, increasing to a population of 702 also in 272 
households at the 2011 Census.  This will be a great opportunity for somebody and, in keeping with the way 
the Network now operates, any volunteer will be guaranteed a proper introduction to the parish and 
comprehensive induction training.  Detailed specific training will, of course, follow. 

Do you know somebody who may be interested in the position?  Alternatively, maybe you are the Tree 
Warden in a neighbouring parish and will be interested in expanding your territory.  Maybe you would be 
interested in covering the position in the interim, until we secure a permanent position.  In any case the Parish 
Council will welcome your help and it will give our Network cover in an important area of Broadland. 

So, if you are interested or know of somebody who may be interested, either permanently or temporarily … 
of even on a try it and see basis … then please contact John Fleetwood, Broadland Tree Warden Network Co-
ordinator at john.fleetwood@hotmail.com or telephone (home) 01603 716 297 or (mobile) 07555 535 741. 
 
 

http://www.theguardian.com/
mailto:john.fleetwood@hotmail.com
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News from the Forestry Commission 
 
Disease-Tolerant Trees to be Planted in UK’s 'Ash Tree Archive' 
 
 

SH TREES demonstrating tolerance to the highly destructive tree disease ash dieback 
will be planted in the UK’s first ‘ash tree archive’.  This was announced by Biosecurity 
Minister Lord Gardiner at Royal Botanic Gardens Kew’s Millennium Seed Bank on 

Thursday 6 June as he launched the Government’s new Ash Research Strategy. 

This strategy consolidates all 
the evidence on ash trees and their 
threats to identify future research 
needs to protect the species and 
restore it to our landscape. These 
threats include the tree disease ash 
dieback, which has the potential to 
cause significant damage to the 
UK’s ash trees population, and the 
pest emerald ash borer. 

Defra has jointly funded a number of 
successful research projects that have identified 
trees which appear to be showing signs of 
tolerance to ash dieback. These trees are the 
next important step in developing a future 
breeding programme of disease-resistant ash 
trees. 

Lord Gardiner, Biosecurity Minister, said 
“Today is a day to acknowledge the sound 
progress that has been made and I am delighted 
that we are launching a Vision and High Level 
Strategy for Ash Research. This document lays 
out priority themes for research and, in the 
longer term, how it will deliver the restoration of 
our landscapes. 

“Defra is already committed to funding 
several key research activities. Just one 
innovative example is the ongoing screening by 
Forest Research and Future Trees Trust for ash 
trees tolerant to ash dieback. In early 2020 the 
Trust will be planting an archive of tolerant trees 
which will be a key resource for a future 
breeding programme.” 

Nicola Spence, Defra Chief Plant Health 

Officer, said “Since ash dieback was identified 
in 2012, we have invested more than £6m in ash 
dieback research and £4.5m to strengthen 
border security. We currently have some of the 
strongest import controls in Europe, but we want 
to go even further to protect our ash trees which 
is why we have developed the ash research 
strategy, a new document which will help us 
determine how to ensure ash trees remain in our 
landscape for future generations to enjoy.” 

Scions collected from the trees that appear 
to be showing signs of tolerance to ash dieback 
have been grafted onto healthy rootstock and 
are currently growing in nurseries with the 
anticipation of being planted in Hampshire in 
2020. 

The Ash Research Strategy has been 
developed in partnership with key stakeholders, 
including academics, Defra family scientists and 
researchers, research councils, the forestry, 
horticultural and landscape sectors, landowner 
representative bodies, environmental 
organisations. 

Jo Clark, Head of Research at FTT and 

project lead for the Living Ash Project, said “We 
are really excited to be working with Forest 
Research and Defra. These trees show a high 
degree of tolerance to ash dieback and have 
been sourced from trials and stands right across 
the country. The forest industry has come 
together to help identify these trees for future 
breeding work.” 

Professor Melanie Welham, Executive 
Chair of the Biotechnology and Biological 
Sciences Research Council, said “BBSRC has 
continued to work with Defra, co-funding new 
research on ash dieback over the last few years. 
I am pleased to see the creation of the Ash 
Research Strategy and am confident the results 
from on-going studies will contribute to 
protecting one of Britain’s most important and 
beloved trees.” 

The ash strategy presents six updated ash 
policy objectives, set against the THRS 
resilience circle segments: 

• Continuous review of pests and diseases 
which pose a threat to ash, in particular 
ADB and EAB; 

• mitigate the risk of further pest and 
disease outbreaks on ash; 

• ensure preparedness and an optimal 
response to an EAB incursion; 

• reduce the impact of ADB on ash-
associated biodiversity and public health 
and safety; 

• restore ecosystem services, by 
repopulating the treescape with 
alternative species to ash; and 

• assist the long-term survival of native ash 
in the landscape. 

 
 
 

Asian Longhorn Beetle Eradicated in the UK 
 

HE ASIAN LONGHORN BEETLE (ALB), an insect which poses a risk to broadleaved trees 
such as oak and silver birch, has been eradicated in the UK following six years of trapping 
and surveillance work by the Animal and Plant Health Agency and the Forestry 

Commission.

The pest was initially discovered 
in Kent in 2012, most likely 
introduced through infested 
imported wood packaging material. 

The pest is a serious threat to a range of 
broadleaved trees, including species grown 
commercially for timber and fruit production. 
The larvae of the beetle feed on the wood of 
living trees, boring galleries, or tunnels in the 
trunks and branches. The galleries can 
penetrate all the way from the outer layer to the 
heart wood, and a severe infestation can kill the 
tree. 

Lord Gardiner, Defra Biosecurity Minister 

said “I am delighted that we have been able to 
eradicate Asian Longhorn Beetle – this is a 
testament to the dedication and hard work 
carried out by our Plant Health service. 

“Globalisation in trade, increased travel and 
the diversity of plants entering the UK mean 
more threats to plant health. Our strong 
response includes investing more than £4.5m to 
strengthen our border security, recruiting and 
enhancing training for new plant inspectors. 

“Furthermore, we identify and assess new 
threats to our trees by using the UK Plant Health 
Risk Register, the most comprehensive in the 
world, containing over 1000 pests and diseases 
which are regularly reviewed and prioritised for 

action.” 
Nicola Spence, Defra Chief Plant Health 

Officer said “Asian Longhorn Beetle would pose 
a serious threat to our treescape if allowed to 
establish, so it is great news that it has been 
officially eradicated in the UK. 

“Strong biosecurity relies on everyone 
playing their part – in our forests, at borders or 
when buying plants. It is important that we 
continue to raise awareness of the simple things 
that people can do to protect against pests and 
diseases, such as sourcing plants from a 
reputable nursery.” 

A 
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A 16-Million-Year-Old Tree Tells a 
Deep Story of the Passage of Time 
 
 

An article by Riley Black published on www.smithsonianmag.com 
 
 
 

ALEOBOTANIST Scott Wing hopes that he’s wrong. Even though he carefully counted 
each ring in an immense, ancient slab of sequoia, the scientist notes that there’s always 
a little bit of uncertainty in the count. Wing came up with about 260, but, he says, it’s likely 

a young visitor may one day write him saying “You’re off by three” and that would a good thing, 
because it would be another moment in our ongoing conversation about time. 

The shining slab, preserved and 
polished, is the keystone to 
consideration of time and our place 
in it in the new “Hall of Fossils—
Deep Time” exhibition that opened 
on 8 June at the Smithsonian’s 
National Museum of Natural 
History. The fossil greets visitors at 
one of the show’s entrances and 
just like the physical tree, what the 
sequoia represents has layers. 

Each yearly delineation on the sequoia’s 
surface is a small part of a far grander story that 
ties together all of life on Earth. Scientists know 
this as Deep Time. It’s not just on the scale of 
centuries, millennia, epochs, or periods, but the 
ongoing flow that goes back to the origins of our 
universe, the formation of the Earth, and the 
evolution of all life, up through this present 
moment. It’s the backdrop for everything we see 
around us today, and it can be understood 
through techniques as different as absolute 
dating of radioactive minerals and counting the 
rings of a prehistoric tree. Each part informs the 
whole. 

In decades past, the Smithsonian’s fossil 
halls were known for the ancient celebrities they 
contained. There was the dinosaur hall and the 
fossil mammal hall, surrounded by the remains 
of other extinct organisms, but now all of those 
lost species have been brought together into an 

integrated story of dynamic and 
dramatic change. The sequoia is 
an invitation to begin thinking 
about how we fit into the vast 
timescale that includes every-
thing from fossils of armoured 
amoebas called forams to the 
great Tyrannosaurus rex. 

Exactly how the sequoia 
fossil came to be at the 
Smithsonian is not entirely clear. 
The piece was gifted to the 
museum long ago, “before my 
time,” Wing says. Still, enough of 
the tree’s backstory is known to 
identify it as a massive tree that 
grew in what’s now central 
Oregon about 16 million years 
ago. This tree was once a long-
lived part of a true forest 
primeval. 

There are fossils both far older and more 
recent in the recesses of the Deep Time 
displays, but what makes the sequoia a fitting 
introduction to the story that unfolds behind it, 
Wing says, is that the rings offer different ways 
to think about time. Given that the sequoia grew 
seasonally, each ring marks the passage of 
another year, and visitors can look at the 
approximately 260 delineations and think about 
what such a time span represents. 

Wing says, people can play the classic 
game of comparing the tree’s life to a human 
lifespan. If a long human life is about 80 years, 

then people can count 80, 160, and 240 years, 
meaning the sequoia grew and thrived over the 
course of approximately three human lifespans, 
but during a time when our own ancestors 
resembled gibbon-like apes. Time is not 
something that life simply passes through. In 
everything, from the rings of an ancient tree to 
the very bones in your body, time is part of life. 

The record of that life, and even afterlife, lies 
between the lines. “You can really see that this 
tree was growing like crazy in its initial one 
hundred years or so,” Wing says, with the 
growth slowing as the tree became larger. And 
despite the slab’s ancient age, some of the 
original organic material is still locked inside. 

“This tree was alive, photosynthesizing, 
pulling carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere, 
turning it into sugars and into lignin and cellulose 
to make cell walls,” Wing says. After the tree 
perished, water carrying silica and other 
minerals coated the log to preserve the wood 
and protect some of those organic components 
inside. “The carbon atoms that came out of the 
atmosphere 16 million years ago are locked in 
this chunk of glass.” 

So visitors are drawn even further back, not 
only through the life of the tree itself but through 
a time span so great that it’s difficult to 
comprehend. A little back of the envelope math 
indicates that the tree represents about three 
human lifetimes, but that the time between when 
the sequoia was alive and the present could 
contain about 200,000 human lifetimes. The 
numbers grow so large that they begin to 
become abstract. The sequoia is a way to touch 
that history and start to feel the pull of all those 
ages past, and what they mean to us. “Time is 
so vast,” Wing says, “that this giant slab of a tree 
is just scratching the surface.” 

P 

http://www.smithsonianmag.com/


 
 10 

The History of the Elder Tree: From Deities 
and Dryads to Shakespeare and J K Rowling 

 
 

An article by Ian Morton published on www.countrylife.co.uk 
 
 
 

ADY ASTOR passed the Cliveden kitchen recipe for elderflower cordial to Lady Mary 
Manners of Belvoir whose husband, Lord John, brother of the 10th Duke of Rutland, 
sensed its potential. Flower heads were gathered from around his farmland and a 

commercial brew was launched in 1984, when 1,000 bottles were sold. In the first quarter of this 
year, some 2.75 million bottles were distributed to this country and abroad. 

The flower heads are harvested 
from hedgerows and woodland by 
local people, to whom the Manners’ 
son, Peverel, pays £2.60 a kilo. It’s 
a rural success story to be viewed 
with some irony by sundry 
thousands of English country-
women who have long been making 
elderflower cordial, as well as still 
and sparkling wine to family 
recipes. 

Perhaps its unique and pleasurable tang 
recalls a connection with something from the 
rural world that has quite slipped out of our 
awareness, for the elder was a powerful 
presence among our forebears. 

Nature was alive with spirits and the most 
potent resided in trees. 

In lofty forest halls and woodland clearings, 
important rituals were enacted. The oak, ash, 
elm, sycamore, rowan, hazel, holly, yew and 
thorn all secured sacred places in the arboreal 
canon, yet, despite its modest stature and untidy 
appearance, the elder commanded particular 
respect. 

It offered no noble trunk to invite a circle of 
adoring worshippers, no great canopy to raise 
the eye heavenward. The elder’s wood built no 
homes or ships, yet it exerted a mystical 
influence even before recorded history, with 
funeral flints from 2,000 BC shaped like elder 
leaves. 

The tree was sacred across Northern 
Europe and the Druids regarded it as a gift from 
the Earth Mother who lived within it. All parts, 
flowers gathered when the corymbs were at 
their lemony-white best, berries both green and 
black, bark, wood and root, were considered a 
blessing. Elder wine was used to achieve 
clairvoyance and hallucination. 

For the deities and dryads of other trees, the 
Earth Mother provided a channel to the Earth 
Goddess herself and, before using elder in any 
ritual, it was advisable to ask permission by 
kneeling, bare-headed with arms folded, and 
reciting: ‘Lady Ellhorn, give me thy wood, and I 
will give thee some of mine when it grows in the 
forest.’ 

The plant’s ability to sprout from damaged 
boughs and to grow root from cuttings (it was 
much used in the creation of hedges) 
symbolised regeneration. In the Celtic tree 
calendar, the 13th month was the Elder Moon, 
from November 25 to December 21, signifying 
both an end and a beginning. 

A person who was born under its influence 
would be blessed with a fertile imagination, 

could create something beautiful out of 
anything, would always feel wealthy, even if 
they owned little, and would be happiest when 
caring for others. 

The worship of trees and their deities was 
banned in the Holy Roman Empire by 
Charlemagne in the 9th century and again by 
the Church at the Council of Trier in 1227, 
however, belief in arboreal powers persisted 
throughout the centuries and isn’t uncommon 
even today. 

In the medieval period, elders were planted 
close to homes to ward off the Devil and 
witches. Twigs were carried to afford protection, 
especially those gathered just before 
midsummer. Dried elder leaves were hung 
around the neck of man and his animals and 
tossed into graves to protect the souls of the 
deceased, as crosses of elder were placed on 
grave mounds. 

Boughs were placed in house, stable and 
byre doorways to exclude bad influences and 
also acted as a fly repellent. 

Elder leaves were scattered over a person 
or object to invoke a blessing and then tossed 
north, south, east and west to dismiss ill fortune. 
Elder wood was not burned. ‘Elder is the lady’s 
tree, burn it not or cursed ye be’.  Nor was it used 
to make furniture and especially not a child’s 
cradle, as it was believed to have a sinister side. 

Some believed that witches gathered under 
its leaves and could even turn themselves into 
elders. In the 14th century, in his Vision of Piers 
Plowman, William Langland gave credence to 
an early-Christian tradition that Judas Iscariot 
hanged himself from an elder: ‘Judas he japed 
with Jewen silver and siten an eller hanged 
hymselve.’ 

Shakespeare went further, suggesting in 
Love’s Labours Lost that Christ’s cross was 
made from elder and, in Cymbeline, he equated 
‘the stinking elder’ with grief. 

Folk names used in the medieval era 
reflected how old beliefs and the variety of 

attitudes hung on: battree, boure tree, hylder, 
old gal, pipe tree, rob elder, sweet elder and tree 
of doom. However, its genus classification, 
Sambucus, has a gentle and musical basis 
deriving from a Greco-Roman instrument, the 
sambuca or sackbut, which was fashioned from 
elder. The hollow stem, with the soft pith 
removed, was also used to make whistles and 
flutes. 

Its English name is more prosaic, rooted in 
the Anglo-Saxon aeld, which meant fire, or 
alternatively eldrun, meaning furnace, because 
the stem was used to blow into the centre of a 
fire to generate heat. 

Whereas the common elder, Sambucus 
nigra, might grow to 15m and provide for most 
human needs, the dwarf Sambucus ebulus, 
rising to about 1.8 m, was deemed to offer 
special medicinal properties. It was also known 
as waleworth, blood hilder, danewort and 
danesblood (reflecting a belief that it grew only 
on the sites of battles with Vikings) and was 
used as a curative by the Druids and maintained 
a valuable role in the 17th century. 

In his Complete Herbal of 1653, the 
respected Nicholas Culpeper judged it more 
salutary than the larger variety. Shoots ‘boiled 
like asparagus and the young leaves and stalks 
boiled in fat broth doth mightily carry forth 
phlegm and choler,’ he declared. 

Bark, berries and root could be used to even 
greater effect. Elder distillations in water were 
also good for sunburn, freckles, leg sores, 
bloodshot eyes, palsy of the hands, scalds and 
burns, gout, piles, women’s problems, 
difficulties in peeing and bites from adders and 
mad dogs. An elder preparation would cure 
headaches by ‘purging the tunicles of the brain’ 
and a ripe berry brew could be used as a hair 
dye. 

Culpeper wasn’t alone. For the treatment of 
piles, the London College of Surgeons 
prescribed an ointment of green elderberries, 
camphor and lard and physician Sir Thomas 
Browne noted, in 1655, that ‘the common 
people keep as a good secret in curing wounds 
the leaves of the elder gathered on the last day 
of April’. 

Shakespeare redeemed himself in The 
Merry Wives of Windsor by acknowledging the 
popular belief in the medicinal value of elder, 
with the line: ‘What says my Aesculapius, my 
Galen, my heart of Elder?’ 

Back in the land of magic, J K Rowling’s 
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows was 
originally to be called Harry Potter and the Elder 
Wand. In the right hands, that coveted wand 
was the sorcerer’s most fearsome of 
instruments. 

 

L 
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Looking After Your Trees: Signs of Stress, 
What to do, and When to Call the Experts 

 

Published on www.countrylife.co.uk 
 

TRESS is an increasing challenge for people living in the modern world, especially for 
those in urban areas. There is also a growing body of research that highlights the 
importance of trees and nature in reducing our stress as well as the many other benefits 

trees provide.  However, trees themselves also get stressed, especially in our towns and cities, 
which is where they can often have the most impact on our health and wellbeing. Trees are 
often seen as strong resilient organisms, but they are also very vulnerable. 

Often, the signs of stress in 
trees go undetected until it is too 
late, the tree becomes diseased and 
enters a spiral of ongoing decline. 

A healthy, stress free tree is much more 
likely to be able to resist attack from any pest 
and disease. This is because it will be 
performing at its optimum level and will be 
producing surplus energy, which it can store in 
reserve. These reserves can then be used to 
heal the tree by growing over and around lost or 
damaged areas or by strengthening its tissues 
to resist attack. 

As with humans, ill health in trees is often 
associated with some form of stress on the 
tree’s system. Tree health can be very difficult 
to determine because, in the early stages, there 
are often no visible signs that a tree is actually 
under stress. By the time visible signs appear, 
such as dying branches or the presence of 
fungal fruiting bodies, a significant amount of 
damage could have already occurred. 

Incidental and regular checks on your tree 
need not be exhaustive and may help you notice 
problems as they appear. An arboriculturist can 
then be consulted to provide a diagnosis and 
treatment if required. 

Essentially, trees need access to light, a soil 
that is not compacted, key nutrients, water and 
finally the space to grow into (above and below 
ground). Anything that impedes these will of 
course put stress on the tree’s system. 

By understanding how trees grow and what 
they need to grow, the potential for stress in 
trees can be reliably deduced from observing 
the immediate environment, as this will certainly 
be impacting on the tree’s health. 

Furthermore, stressed trees will often come 
into leaf a little later than those that are healthy, 
and the leaves will often be paler in comparison, 
so surrounding trees can also be a good guide. 

In smaller, newly-planted trees health 
issues are sometimes easier to identify and treat 
by the homeowner. Newly planted trees will 
have been stressed to some degree by the 
planting process and are unlikely to have 
reserves as they will be putting all their energy 
into establishing their growth. Therefore health 
issues are likely to be more acute in younger, 
more vulnerable trees. 

In larger, older and veteran trees health 
issues may well be more complex and 
professional opinion from a qualified 
arboriculturist may need to be sought to 
diagnose any signs of ill health and the 
implications for management of the tree. 

Holes and cavities in the tree may not 
necessarily be a sign of stress, but they are an 
indicator of previous damage that may need the 

attention of an arboriculturist. 
Diagnosing the reasons behind the stress or 

ill health in the tree may therefore be complex 
but, in the first instance, before inspecting the 
tree (or arranging for a professional to do so), a 
great deal of information can be ascertained 
from looking at the surroundings in which the 
tree is located. 

Often the constraints on the tree posed by 
physical features will lead to a stress that can 
leave the tree more prone to a secondary attack 
by pests and disease. So even if a given pest or 
disease is identified and treated there may be a 
further underlying cause that is attributable to 
the site conditions. 

Recognising the physical features around 
the tree may help to answer this question and 
professional advice can then be sought to 
confirm the cause of stress and the best course 
of treatment to take. Some of the main causes 
of potential site-induced stress are: 

• Lack of available soil rooting volume 
• Lack of water 
• Waterlogged soil 
• Weed competition 
• Soil Compaction 
• Low Light 
• Extremes of temperature 
In the UK the Arboricultural Association 

maintains an online directory of quality-assured 
tree surgery businesses and consultants. They 
are regularly assessed for their health and 
safety procedures, office and business 
practices, including customer care, as well as 
their quality of tree work. They will display either 
the ‘AA approved Contractor’ or ‘AA registered 

Consultant’ logo. 
Check the contractor’s approval is current 

on the website at www.trees.org.uk/Find-a-
professional. 

Other arborists may be equally competent 
even if they do not subscribe to this scheme but 
you should take more care to make sure that 
they are suitable trained and insured. 

This advice comes from ‘Trees’ published in 
March of this year at £22.99 by Haynes and 
available from www.haynes.com. 
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The Truth about Sarawak's 'Forest Cover' - Why Shell Should 
Think Twice Before Engaging With the Timber Crooks 

 

An article published on http://www.sarawakreport.org 
 

 
 

NVESTIGATING the deforestation of Sarawak, Borneo and the dispossession of its people, 
journalist Clare Rewcastle Brown followed a trail of corruption that led her to the heart of 
Malaysian politics and to Prime Minister Najib Razak himself. Determined that the public 

should know the truth, she started a blog, which became Malaysia's go-to news outlet for 
information that the government was trying to suppress and whistleblowers wanted to get out. 
She was soon running a radio station too... 

Looking for all the world like a 
gruesome bunch of mafia dons, the 
head honchos of Sarawak dressed 
casual this weekend and waddled 
out to some turf to grin for their 
favourite PR organ, the Borneo 
Post (owned by the timber barons 
of KTS) in order to proclaim their 
belated attempt to get onto the tree 
planting band-waggon. 

The broad face of the mysteriously wealthy 
deputy chief minister, Awang Tengah 
dominated the shot (his earlier positions 
included chairman and director of the Sarawak 
Timber Industry Development Corporation and 
minister of Urban Development and Natural 
Resources). Meanwhile, his boss Abang Johari 
posed planting a symbolic sapling, described as 
a native plant but of a ‘fast growing’ kind.  So, 
what is this all about? 

The bulk of the sparsely detailed article was 
dedicated to boasting the lie that Sarawak has 
conserved its timber and that some 63% of 
the state remains ‘forested’.  The more 
accurate word would be ‘scrubbed’, of 
which more later. 

Also among the posse of suddenly eco-
conscious ministers was none other than 
the ubiquitous, long-term lacky of governor 
Taib Mahmud, the environment minister 
Len Talif Salleh, whose previous roles 
included being the head of Sarawak’s 
Forestry Department, outed by Sarawak 
Report for simultaneously acting as the 
director of companies he himself was 
permitting to cut down native forests. 

These men are amongst those most 
culpable for the devastation of Sarawak’s 
natural forests, yet according to their press 
promotional this so-called ‘Forest 
Landscape Restoration Programme’ is to 
be funded on their behalf by the petroleum giant 
Shell and a Japanese-Malaysian association. 
No details were offered as to the nature of this 
outside support for one of the world’s most 
notoriously corrupted state governments or 
what the programme consists of. 

Sadly, one can indeed be certain that these 
wealthy politicians would never consider, for 
example, taxing their crony timber and 
plantation companies to raise the money for 
much needed environmental regeneration. 
However, international bodies and corporations 
should think carefully about stepping in and 
propping up a criminal regime that has for 
decades treated the jungle solely in terms of 
extracting cash. 

Such programmes should be conducted 
transparently at the very least, yet virtually no 

details have yet emerged about Shell and 
Japan’s projected plans to invest in 
regenerating Sarawak’s forests as the worst 
bunch of eco-crooks on the planet get set to 
polish up their ‘eco-credentials’ for the coming 
state elections. 

The concerns are clear. For a start this 
gesture sits very uncomfortably with an 
announcement earlier this year by primary 
industries minister, Teresa Kok, revealing that 
the present Sarawak State Government has 
insisted it will be continuing to implement dodgy 
crony concessions (see the present row over 
Taib’s son and the Mulu logging) in order to 
convert a whopping 600 thousand further 
hectares of forest land to oil palm plantations – 
something Ms Kok claims she can do nothing 
about (she has revised her ‘cap’ on 
deforestation accordingly upwards). 

What this means is that on the one hand 
Johari’s regime is taking in charity money from 
Shell for regrowing forest, whilst on the other 
hand it is continuing to tear up massive areas of 
existing forest elsewhere, releasing hugely 
harmful greenhouse gases in the process. 

Shell’s sustainability bosses will be well 
aware that much as regeneration of forests is to 
be supported and encouraged, it is the damage 
done by the further conversion of existing 
forests that has to be avoided to combat global 
warming. Regeneration needs to be matched by 
pledges against further encroachment. 

These concerns raise questions about why 
Shell, which is seeking to burnish its eco-
credentials.  I propping up a notoriously 
destructive and corrupted timber mafia regime 
in this oil rich state under such a secretive deal 
that appears to have no such strings attached? 

One of the reasons that Sarawakians voted 
for Johari’s predecessor back in 2016 (apart 
from the inevitable vote buying and vote rigging 
organised by Najib and his local man Bustari on 
behalf of the BN ‘safe deposit’ state) was 
because they believed and respected the now 

departed Adenan Satem and his commitment to 
END LOGGING as the basis for his stand in that 
election. The former chief minister went on 
record with the pledge a number of times: 

“I have made some concrete decisions with 
regard to conservation of our natural resources. 
One of the first decisions I made [on assuming 
office] was no more plantation, no more 
encroachment or conversion of natural forests. 
No more. This is to protect our existing forest 
and forested areas so that nature can run its 
natural course.  Two, I have also disallowed any 
more timber licences.  No more logging to be 
done by professional companies and those 
licences which expire will not be renewed”  

The statement was a confirmation of his 
early remarks in the UK, shortly after taking 
office, when he publicly stated to a meeting at 
the High Commission in London “read my lips, 
no more palm oil and no more logging, no more”. 

He did not say 600 thousand hectares more 
of Sarawak’s forests would be converted to oil 
palm and that is why people voted for Adenan 
and his party. 

Meanwhile, what everyone in Sarawak also 
knows is that the vast majority of those 
areas officially designated as ‘forested’ 
have been plundered and looted over and 
over for years in an unregulated timber 
rush that has destroyed one of the most 
valuable places on the planet and left few 
trees of any marketable worth left 
standing. 

The laughable quote from the 
Sarawak forest department that the state 
has “planted 634 million trees throughout 
Sarawak, spanning an area of 528,238 
hectares covering hills, swamps and 
coastal area, in collaboration with various 
stakeholders” Borneo Post fails to mention 
that the trees in question are plantation 
trees (foreign imports like the fast-growing 
but highly damaging acacia). 

The statement self-damningly admits to the 
destruction of hills, swamps and coastal areas 
to convert the land to such plantations and the 
‘stakeholders’ are, of course, the crony plant-
ation companies associated with the regime! 

What remains of genuine natural forest is 
being hoovered up as quickly as the present 
government can manage, fearful of a crackdown 
on the booty. This is why Sarawak’s timber 
giants have exited elsewhere to target the 
remaining jungles on the planet and it is why 
downstream timber mills are starting to run out 
of business. 

Sarawak and all well-wishers ought to boot 
these wasteful brigands out of office and 
investigate their record. No one should be 
extending charity to allow them to pose as 
defenders of the environment! 

I 
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Burton Green Residents in Fight to 
Save 200-Year-Old Oak Tree from HS2 

 
 

An article by Matt Elofson 
published on www.kenilworthweeklynews.co.uk 

 
 
 

 GROUP of Burton Green residents, including several parish councillors, are fighting to 
save a 200-year-old oak tree from being felled as part of HS2 related construction.  A half 
dozen people decorated the tree last month with banners saying 'Keep Burton Green' 

and 'Stop the Axe This 200 + years oak will not go.' 

Burton Green Parish Councillor 
Ray Watkin said: “We've done a lot 
of work trying to save it. I told HS2 
on Friday we will make every effort 
to resist them from felling that tree, 
and if it means I have to climb the 
tree, then I will.” 

The tree, located on Red Lane, was meant 
to be felled today (Monday 17 June) but it was 
stopped after a meeting on Friday. The 
councillors managed to delay the tree from 
being felled until Wednesday while they 
negotiated with HS2, the British Pipeline Agency 
and the county council. 

A fuel pipeline needs to be diverted within a 
field near the tree and site access needs to be 
constructed. The tree is on the sight line for 

vehicles to enter and leave the construction site.  
The tree is part of a hedge and the hedge 

has to be cut down as part of the pipeline 
diversion and the construction of the new Burton 
Green village hall. The current village hall is set 
to be demolished as part of the HS2 

construction. 
Cllr Watkin said the instructions for the 

contractors can be amended to include moving 
the sight line allowing for the tree to be saved. 
He said they're hopeful the situation will be 
resolved during another meeting set for this 
afternoon (Monday 17 June). 

He added: “HS2 is currently destroying 
trees, but the oak is a feature of our rural 
environment and the thought of felling a 200-
year-old tree just seems outrageous.” 

The deputy chair of the Burton Green Parish 
Council, Alan Marshall, sent out an email over 
the weekend to village residents informing them 
about what could happen to the oak tree. 

The email showed residents how they could 
make their objections known by phoning the 
HS2 helpline on 08081 434 434 or by sending 
them email on HS2enquiries@hs2.org.uk. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 
 

St Albans Tree to Remain Protected 
Despite 'Damaging Parked Cars'

 
 

An article by Franki Berry and Deborah Price 
published on www.hertsad.co.uk 

 
 

 TREE in St Albans is to remain under official protection despite reports that it is causing 
damage to parked cars.  Landowners had objected to a St Albans district council (SADC) 
Tree Protection Order (TPO) on a copper beech within the parking area of The Limes on 

Upper Marlborough Road. 

On 10 June, SADC's planning 
(development control) committee 
central met to determine whether a 
TPO on the tree should stay. 

The objectors argued it had limited amenity 
value, the roots were damaging a boundary 
wall, and that debris from the tree had caused 
damage to cars parked close by. 

At the meeting councillors were informed 
that the mature tree was in good condition, was 
clearly visible from the highway and that it 
contributed to the "verdant nature" of the area. 

It was said that if any remedial works were 

needed as a result of damage to structures or to 
cars, then permission could be applied for. 

The revised TPO, which replaces a previous 
TPO and includes a number of other trees as 
well, was subsequently agreed by the 
committee. 

Chair of the meeting, Cllr Janet Churchard, 
said: "I can't speak for everybody, but I agreed 
with the officers’ report that it was a beautiful 
tree, it is in good condition, and it could be an 
asset to the area for many years to come. 

"If there is evidence that the tree is 
damaging cars and walls and work needs to be 
done on the tree, then they can apply to the 

council. I could not see any reason to refuse the 
TPO." 

The Planning and Building Control 
Department has been conducting an ongoing 
review of all the council's TPOs to ensure they 
are up to date and fit for purpose. 

Cutting down, topping, uprooting, damaging 
or destroying a TPO protected tree, without 
permission from SADC, is an offence. 

Wilfully destroying a protected tree carries a 
maximum fine of £20,000 per tree, and wilful 
damage incurs a maximum penalty of £2,500 
per tree.

A 
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Cameroon’s Embattled Ebony Trees 
Get a Lifeline from Guitar a Maker 

 
 

An article by Tim Mcdonnell 
published on www.nationalgeographic.com 

 
 

IELDING a machete, Noël Nakere Dobo Nkouli hacks a path through thick vines 
crowding the tropical forest outside his village in Kompia, in Cameroon’s rural south-
east. Every few yards, he digs a shallow hole in the rich, red soil and plants the leafy 

sapling of an ebony tree, an iconic indigenous hardwood species with a jet-black interior that 
is prized for sculptures, piano keys, furniture accents, and stringed instrument fingerboards. 

Since last year, Nkouli and his 
neighbours in a handful of other 
villages in the area have planted 
more than 5,000 ebony trees. The 
trees won’t be mature enough to 
harvest for a century, but Nkouli 
sees them as an investment in 
future generations at a time when 
the forests of central Africa are 
quickly disappearing under 
pressure from agriculture and 
logging. 

Their work is part of an ambitious reforest-
ation effort supported by an unlikely patron: the 
American guitar manufacturer Taylor Guitars 
who equips the likes of Taylor Swift and Jason 
Mraz and is among Africa’s biggest commercial 
consumers of ebony, using Cameroonian ebony 
to build fretboards and bridges for each of the 
160,000 guitars it makes every year.  It has 
underwritten a unique coalition of local and 
international ecologists to fill critical gaps in the 
research on ebony ecology and to oversee the 
planting of up to 20,000 trees by next year. 

The project aims to amend the guitar 
industry's spotty track record on sustainable 
wood sourcing. In 2012, Gibson Guitars, 
another top manufacturer, paid more than 
$600,000 in criminal penalties after the USA 
Fish and Wildlife Service found it had illegally 
imported ebony and rosewood from India and 
Madagascar and it has caught the attention of 
forestry experts at the World Resources 
Institute, the USA State Department and the 
World Bank as a hopeful model for restoring the 
hardwoods that are one of the region’s richest 
but most threatened natural resources. 

“These trees are our heritage,” Nkouli says. 
“My parent’s generation could cut trees freely, 
and never worry about it, but today we’re 
realising that if we don’t plant trees, there may 
be nothing left for our children. We’re very 
worried about the future of our forests in 
Cameroon.” 

The Congo Basin is facing a rapid increase 
in deforestation. According to the Center for 
International Forestry Research, Cameroon is 
on pace to lose an area of forest the size of New 
Jersey by 2035. Forests are cleared to make 
way for palm oil, rubber and cocoa plantations, 
as well as for small-scale slash-and-burn farms. 
Global timber markets in Asia, the USA and 
Europe are driving an increase in both legal and 
illegal logging. Meanwhile, China is helping 
Cameroon build a massive new deep water port 

that will make it easier to export trees from 
across the Congo Basin. 

However, the country’s forest management 
policy, starved of funding, lacking reliable data, 
and fraught with corruption, is not keeping pace 
with those threats, according to interviews with 
local and international researchers, forestry 
officials, and leaders of forest-adjacent 
communities.  “What we have now is not 
sustainable, and that’s why the forest is 
disappearing,” says Samuel Nguiffo, who 
directs the non-profit Center for the Environment 
and Development in Cameroon’s capital, 
Yaoundé. “What we get from logging is 
absolutely nothing compared to what we’re 
losing.” 

Ebony might offer a chance to reverse that 
trend. Diospyros crassiflora, the ebony species 
found in the Congo Basin, was first traded 
internationally by Portuguese colonists in the 
15th century, alongside ivory and slaves. With a 
fine grain and natural lustre, it was considered a 
gem among woods, but ebony tends to crack in 
large pieces, making it ill-suited for construction 
and furniture. Today it accounts for less than 
one-tenth of one percent of Cameroon’s timber 
exports, dwarfed by factory-friendly species like 
ayous, sapelli, and tali. 

Still, ebony has always stood up well to 
abuse by the strings and fingers of guitarists, 
violinists, pianists, and other musicians. Bob 
Taylor is a San Diego-based woodworking guru 
who built a cult following and a multi-million 
dollar company in the 1980s after Neil Young 
started playing his hand-made guitars and has 
remained an industry kingpin since. In 2011, he 
heard about a run-down ebony sawmill for sale 
on the outskirts of Yaoundé, and saw a chance 
to take control of a volatile supply chain. 

An individual high-end guitar can include 
half a dozen species of hardwoods, including 
exotics like ebony, rosewood and mahogany 
that are vulnerable to over-harvesting, climate 
change and other threats. Taylor says in recent 
years, these materials have become more 
expensive, rarer and more frequently subject to 
international trade regulations.  “The Gibson 
incident was a wake-up call,” Taylor says. 
“Guitar makers never used to worry about where 
wood came from, but now we watch it all go 
away.” 

After Taylor bought the Yaoundé sawmill, it 
didn’t take long to find that the local ebony 
business was rotten to the core. Demands for 
bribes to rural officials and police along the 
trees’ path from forest to factory were routine. It 
was nearly impossible to trace the legal origins 
of trees arriving at the mill and for each of the 

300 or so trees that arrived every year, several 
were wasted, left in the forest to rot because 
their interior wood wasn’t considered dark 
enough. 

So Taylor worked to refurbish the saw mill 
and crack down on shady sourcing. He met Tom 
Smith, director of UCLA’s Congo Basin Institute, 
who had worked in Cameroon for decades and 
knew as much about its forest ecology as Taylor 
knew about guitars. They shared a quandary: 
The urgent need to re-grow tropical hardwoods 
in the Congo Basin was hampered because 
scientists knew more about how to cut trees 
down than how to grow them back. 

Smith and Taylor decided that, especially 
with the sex appeal conferred by its use in 
guitars, ebony could work well as a case study 
in developing new methods to restore the 
forest’s hardwoods.  “Guitars aren’t going to 
cause the demise of the rain forest, but they’re 
a way to bring people in and raise the 
importance of wood products,” Smith says. “The 
ebony project is an opening to develop more 
sustainable restoration efforts for rain forests.” 

Only female ebony trees produce fruit, and 
only during one month of the year. So any 
attempt to grow the trees at a large scale would 
need a more efficient means of mass 
reproduction. For that, Smith enlisted the 
International Institute of Tropical Agriculture, 
one of Africa’s leading non-profit research 
organisations. At an IITA lab in Yaoundé, a team 
of plant biologists is working on techniques to 
grow tens of thousands of ebony clones in test 
tubes from tiny clippings of hand-picked mature 
trees. 

Zac Tchoundjeu, a veteran Cameroonian 
forestry researcher, argued in favour of offering 
a mix of high-value fruit trees alongside the 
ebony as a short-term financial incentive for 
farmers. He selected the pilot villages, including 
Kompia, helped them to build custom tree 
nurseries, and carried out trainings on how to 
plant and care for the saplings. He targeted plots 
of community-managed public forest that had 
already been degraded by logging and 
agriculture.  Land primed for restoration. 

“If we plant more ebony here, the forest 
becomes higher value and is more likely to be 
protected,” says Vincent Deblauwe, an ecologist 
who is leading IITA’s ebony research. 

Meanwhile, the IITA scientists are working 
to better understand how ebony fits into the 
Congo Basin ecosystem, through a survey of 
more than 1,000 trees across the country. They 
found that the fate of ebony is closely linked to 
mammal species like West African elephants 
and antelope that rely on the tree’s fruits as a 
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food source and act as seed dispersers. Those 
animals are often targeted by bush meat 
hunters, meaning that poaching, Deblauwe 
says, “is a really under-appreciated threat to the 
forest’s health.” 

The survey has also yielded some good 
news. Since 1998, Diospyros crassiflora had 
been listed as endangered by the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature. But in 2017, 
Deblauwe and his colleagues presented 
evidence to an IUCN pane, including satellite 
data that didn’t exist in the earlier assessment, 
that there may be up to 30 million mature ebony 

trees spread across the Congo Basin, many 
more than were previously understood to exist. 

As a result, in March the listing was 
upgraded to “vulnerable,” meaning that the 
tree’s future is brighter in the Congo Basin than 
in countries like Madagascar and Sri Lanka 
where other ebony species remain over-
exploited. 

Still, planting a few thousand trees won’t 
save the Congo Basin forest if countries like 
Cameroon don’t take more aggressive action to 
curb illegal logging and other threats, says Sean 
DeWitt, director of the Global Restoration 

Initiative at the World Resources Institute in 
Washington, DC.  “It’s a drop in the bucket,” he 
says. “But from the beginning they’ve been 
focused on getting a replicable model, so it 
could inspire other companies and other supply 
chains.” 

For music lovers in the next century to enjoy 
the tones of high-quality wood instruments, 
Taylor says, the time to plant the trees is now.  
“I want people to be able to play guitars like this 
in a hundred years,” he says. “We have a 
chance to get it right in Cameroon.” 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

East Anglian Regional Tree Warden Forum  
Sunday, 6 October 2019 – Reedham Village Hall 

Advance Notice and Provisional Programme 
 
 

URTHER to the article in last month’s Broadsheet, I have been busily finalising 
arrangements for the annual East Anglian Regional Tree Warden Forum for 2019 and have 
agreed the date, venue and a provisional programme with the Tree Council.  Many people 

say that the last time Broadland hosted the event, in Brundall in 2008, it was the best Forum 
they have ever attended, but I am confident that this one will be the best ever. 

 The Forum will be held on 
Sunday 6 October 2019 at Reedham 
Village Hall and the final 
programme is as follows. 
 
09.30 Registration with coffee and biscuits. 
10.00  Welcome by John Fleetwood, 

Broadland Tree Warden Network Co-
ordinator 

10:05  Introduction by Sara Lom, CEO at the 
Tree Council 

10.15 “Norfolk County Council’s Ash Dieback 
Policy”, Iestyn Griffith, Arboricultural 
and Woodland Officer, Norfolk County 
Council  

10:55    Comfort break 
11.05  Report on the Tree Council’s Pilot 

Advisory Group by John Fleetwood, 
East Anglian Regional Representative. 

11:15 Tree Warden Activities in Epping Forest 
by Kevin Mason. 

11:25 Tree Warden activities in other 
Networks in the region. 

11:35 “Trees and Ecology in the Norfolk 
Broads”, Gerry Barnes, Honorary 
Fellow, School of History, UEA. 

12.20  The Tree Council update on the latest 
news on tree health initiatives and other 
news 

13.00   Buffet lunch  
13.45    Convene and depart for a site visit to 

Wood Farm, Low Farm Road, 
Reedham.  An ancient woodland site.  It 
will be an organised walk with 
knowledgeable walk leaders 

15.50   Return to Reedham village hall for final 
closing words, a cup of tea and a piece 
of cake 

16.30    Close and depart 

The cost will be £15:00 per head and that 
will include all refreshments and lunch.  
Registration will be August/September and 
Broadsheet will let you know as soon as it 
opens. 

Our attendance at previous Regional 
Forums has been very disappointing.  Even 
when we hosted it in Brundall there were less 
than half a dozen of us.  So I’m hoping for a 
much better turn-out this year. 

Remember, most parishes will pay your £15 
registration fee so, apart from the short journey 
to Reedham it won’t cost you anything and I can 
guarantee you a most informative, not to 
mention inspiring, day. 

So put the date in your diaries now.  You 
cannot afford to miss it. 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Our July Evening Visit 
 

N last month’s edition of Broadsheet I asked for suggestions for a venue for our scheduled 
evening visit in July and I was totally underwhelmed by your response !!  That is the total 
lack of it !  I didn’t receive a single suggestion and therefore I can only assume that any venue 

I may suggest would meet with a similar response. 

As a result, I have decided to 
abandon any idea of holding a July 
evening visit. 

That means that our next scheduled 
meeting is our AGM in October.  It is a big 
shame as I had hoped that our Network had 
enthusiasm for such events, but alas it appears 
that I was wrong. 

Anticipating claims that it is up to me to 
arrange meetings, I wish to say point out that I 

have always said that we must work as a team 
and all contribute. 

Far too many Networks are full of Tree 
Wardens who expect to be spoon fed.  They 
actually contribute very little. 

Well, that won’t happen in Broadland I’m 
afraid.  I asked for suggestions and didn’t 
receive a single reply, so can you blame me for 
feeling that you don’t want a meeting? 

Should any of you feel disgruntled enough 
to suggest/organise something then I shall be 

delighted to support you and advertise it in 
Broadsheet.  I won’t be holding my breath 
though! 

This isn’t my Network.  It belongs to us all 
equally and its success is wholly dependent 
upon the effort we put into it. 

Our visit to Blickling was poorly attended, 
but I put that down to the fact that the weather 
had been awful all day.  There can be no other 
reason for the lack of support for this though, 
other than lack of interest. 

F 
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Keys Hill Wood, Wroxham – 
A Possible Network Project? 
 
 

A proposal for a Network project by Angus Turvill (Wroxham) 
and John Fleetwood (Network Co-ordinator) 

 
 
 

VER the years, and particularly recently, Wroxham, in common with many other parishes, 
has seen much development.  It is now difficult to imagine the original small hamlet that 
has now developed into the "Capital of the Broads", something that began when the East 

Norfolk Railway arrived in Hoveton and Wroxham between 1874 and 1876 and John Loynes 
started the first boat hire firm on the Broads at Wroxham where he moved the business he had 
started in Norwich in 1878. 

Luckily, Wroxham still has some 
treasured remnants of its sleepy 
past.  The Church of St Mary the 
Virgin is grade 1 listed and stands 
at the top of a steep slope above the 
River Bure, built of flint with 
limestone dressings and lead roofs.  

The area near the church was historically 
the core of the village. A brick and pantiled 
manor house to the south-east of the church has 
stepped gables showing Dutch influence and a 
panel dating to 1623. A picturesque red brick 
grade II listed cottage dating from about 1820 
abuts the churchyard. 

Other significant houses in the village 
include Keys Hill House, built to the east of 
Norwich Road around 1890 by an important 
Norwich architect, Edward Boardman, as a 
substantial country house in Jacobean style. It 
was briefly used as a camp for Italian prisoners 
of war and later as an old people's home. 

 Much of the land that included the garden 
of Keys Hill House is now under bricks and 
mortar, but a part still exists.  It is hidden away 
between houses as if it is to be kept a local 
secret.  Indeed, you could easily go past the 
entrance without even noticing it. 

Leave the B1149 and drive up Keys Drive, 
past a mixture of housing types, and you will 
come to a sharp left-hand bend.  Hang-on a 
second though.  See all those large trees 
ahead?  Just the other side of that small grass 
verge?   

There’s a narrow road on the right as well 
leading to a house … or is that a gate we can 
see as well?  Yes, it’s a wooden gate and there’s 
a small sign on it.  It tells you that it’s Keys Hill 
Wood.  It is owned and managed by Wroxham 
Parish Council and the access path is not a 
public right of way. Residents and visitors to 
Wroxham are permitted to enjoy the wood at 
their own risk for quiet recreation. 

Opening the gate and entering, the first 
impressions are of a dark, neglected site with 
poor soil, much bare ground, little recent 
regeneration, much felled timber placed in piles 
around the site.  Cherry laurel has been retained 
on the boundaries to form a screen for 
neighbouring residents.   
 It is a mature woodland comprising pre-
dominantly natural broadleaved species but with 

a few large Douglas fir Pseudotsuga menziesii 
located in the north-western section.  

The woodland has obviously undergone 
some management in the past, most recently by 
Target Trees (there is a notice on the gate) who 
carried out an exercise of major surgery and 
felling in response to a Tree Hazard Risk 
Assessment carried out by Treecare 
Consultants Ltd in January 2018.   

It is obvious that the woodland has lost a 
number of mature trees in the past, resulting in 
open clearances which have regenerated with 
sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus as one would 
expect at it is both a coloniser and survivor. 

Nevertheless, when you first see it we are 
sure that you will agree with us (at least we hope 
you will) that it is an ideal site for a collaborative 
project.  A project that the Broadland Tree 
Warden Network can take on and really make a 
contribution to the area. 

The first job will be to “tidy” the site.  
Thankfully there is very little rubbish.  We just 
need to clear fallen dead wood and stack it on 

the habitat piles.  Some cutting back of the 
cherry laurel will also be beneficial but we must 
retain most of it as a screen for the neighbouring 
residents.  In all, we envisage a couple of days 
work, given assistance from a few willing 
volunteers. 

A major planting programme is intended for 
December/January with 100 trees and shrubs, 
carefully selected for their suitability for the site.  
We hope to get the local school (Broadland 
High, who are in the process of becoming an 
’eco-school’), involved in that. Their involvement 
may start with a session on trees, environment 
and conservation by John, and subsequent 
work in the wood will hopefully provide an 
inspiring opportunity for practical application. 
With help of a few people who know what they 
are doing we should be able to get the planting 
done in one day.  

We are currently preparing a detailed 
Management Plan for the site.  Such a plan will 
be essential as we need the full backing of the 
parish council, plus we will have to liaise closely 
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with Broadland District Council.  The site falls 
within a Conservation Area so we must … and 
definitely will … respect that.  

So, how would you feel about making Keys 
Hill Wood a Broadland Tree Warden Network 
project?  Would you fancy spending a day with 

us, helping with some site “tidying”?  Maybe you 
would like to help with the tree planting in the 
winter.  We need people who know which way 
up the trees have be planted to help the school 
pupils and other volunteers. 

 If you don’t feel up to tidying, clearance or 

planting then you can still be of invaluable 
assistance.  We plan to tag each tree so that 
visitors to the wood will be able to tell the 
guelder rose from the wayfaring tree and the oak 
from the wild service. Not everyone can identify 
spindle either.  So you could help those 
volunteers who are not so knowledgeable by 
ensuring that the trees and shrubs all have the 
correct tags  

Maybe you would like to help recording what 
we plant.  That is an essential part of the project, 
of course, and any help in that direction will be 
gratefully received.  

We plan to get press coverage for our 
planting day, so maybe you could explain what 
we are doing and why to the hordes of reporters 
and photographers that will be there from the 
world’s press and television. 

Ok.  Maybe it will only be the EDP (if we’re 
lucky!!), but you could help by taking care of that 
for us. 

We are more than aware that we all have 
our own projects that keep us busy, but if you 
can give us just one day of your valuable time it 
will enable us to achieve so much and you will 
be helping to show just what the Broadland Tree 
Wardens, a group of unpaid volunteers, have to 
offer the community. 
 If this project appeals to you and you would 
like to be involved … even if it’s just an hour … 
or you would like more information, then please 
contact either of us.  Our details are in the 
directory included in the Network Handbook. 

As our mate Del Boy Trotter would say … 
“Go on.  You know it makes sense.”

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

TV Star Johnny Kingdom Died in Woodland Digger Crash 
 

 

XMOOR TV wildlife expert was crushed to death by his 3.5-ton digger as he had been 
clearing tree trunks.  Johnny Kingdom was well known for his wildlife films and 
photography on his native Exmoor.  An inquest heard that a sizeable log was attached to 

a chain and to the digger and it may have been that this led to the digger tipping over. 

Assistant Devon coroner Luisa 
Nicholson heard evidence from 
police which concluded that the 79-
year-old was responsible for his 
own death on land at Knowstone, 
near the Devon / Somerset border. 

The police said "The cause of death was 
operator error of the digger."  Officers said he 
had been trying to move a 1.25 tonne section of 
tree trunk when the digger toppled over trapping 
Johnny underneath. 

The inquest at Exeter's County Hall heard 
that Johnny's wife raised the alarm around 8pm 
on September 6 last year because her husband 
had not returned home.  Julie Kingdom and their 
son Stuart went to a 22 acre of woodland they 
owned and found Johnny face down under the 
orange digger. 

Dr Debbie Cook, Home Office pathologist, 
said he died from crush asphyxia after the 
digger had trapped him by the torso. 

The hearing was told Johnny was fit and 
well but had been suffering from blurred vision 
and may have suffered a mini stroke - but 
ironically after his death Johnny was given the 
all clear, said his son Stuart. 

Stuart said his father was a lumberjack who 
went on to record wildlife on Exmoor which 
turned into a TV career.   

He said "He was very active and on the go 
all the time.  He was the life and soul of the party, 
always joking, never acting his age. He was very 
popular and well known and everybody loved 
him." 

The coroner Miss Nicholson described him 
as 'Mr Exmoor' as she said he was a wildlife 
presenter.  She told his widow, who attended the 
hearing on Tuesday 25 June, that she had met 
him several times saying "He was very charming 
and very knowledgeable.  He was loved by 
many people, including me. I've never met 
anybody like him." 

She recorded an accidental death 
conclusion. 

Miss Nicholson said Johnny had spent the 

day on his land using the digger to move a tree.  
She said he was an experienced digger 
operator but said the tree trunk was too heavy 
for the digger to cope with, and on an incline, the 
machine overturned and Johnny died from 
crush injuries. 

An expert made a statement to the inquest 
saying the weight and size of the trunk was too 
much for the machine, the chain was too long 
and he had not removed the bucket from the 
digger. 

It appeared the machine was in reverse but 
when the end of the log was raised off the 
ground the load caused it to go downhill in the 
woods near Wadham Cross in Knowstone, 
North Devon. 

Johnny - who was also a gravedigger and 
poacher - was lent a video camera after a tractor 
accident and developed his passion for wildlife 
recording. 

His TV agent Hilary Knight said at the time 
of his death "Johnny Kingdom embodied all the 
attributes that are associated with true 
countrymen.  Born and bred an Exmoor man 
through and through he loved his Devon patch 
and all the flora and fauna within. 

"He lit up out TV screens with his 
enthusiasm and passion." 

E 



 
 18 

Gardening with Hedgehogs 
 

Continuing my love affair with our prickly friend, this article is taken 
from a leaflet produced by the British Hedgehog Preservation Society 

 
 

EDGEHOGS are considered the Gardener’s friend as they can help keep some of our 
garden pests under control.  However, whilst they can give us the pleasure of seeing 
them as they wander across our gardens late at night, we can cause them a lot of 

problems with our gardening activities.  The following advice should help to reduce some of 
the problems that they might encounter in our gardens. 

Not all the suggestions will be 
practical for one reason or another 
but be aware of the dangers of 
some of your gardening activities 
and try to minimise those dangers. 

The suggestions are ways to help visiting 
hedgehogs but if you want to actively encourage 
them into your garden you can provide food in 
suitable feeding stations and nesting sites, such 
as a pile of leaves in a quiet corner of the 
garden. 

Recent surveys show that hedgehog 
numbers in the UK continue to be in decline.  
From 1,550,000 in 1995, many organisations 
now believe there are less than 550,000.  So, 
anything you can do to help them will be 
appreciated.  They are particularly vulnerable in 
the autumn when they are fattening up for 
hibernation and extra food can then be a life 
saver. 

It is no advisable to take a hedgehog from 
the wild and put it into your garden nor take one 
from your garden and re-home it elsewhere.  If 
this is done and there are young they may die 
once their parent is removed. 

Finally, if you do accidentally disturb a nest 
with a single adult hedgehog in it, replace the 
nesting material.  The hedgehog can then either 
repair the nest or build another elsewhere.  If the 
disturbed hedgehog is hibernating and wakes 
up, a dish of dog food and some water each 
night until it starts hibernating again would be 
helpful. 

If there are babies in the nest, again replace 
the nesting material, handling the nest as little 
as possible so as to not leave your smell on it.  
Keep an eye on the nest to see if mum returns.  
If there is no sign of her by the next morning 
telephone the British Hedgehog Preservation 
Society for advice and a local contact.  Do not 
allow friends, children etc to uncover the nest for 
a peep.  If the mother has returned, she may 
abandon or even eat her young if she is 
disturbed again. 

Bonfires – use a proper incinerator or move 
the pile to be burnt just before setting fire to it.  
This should ensure that no hedgehog has made 
a home in the rubbish.  Do not burn or trim 
pampas grass until you are sure there are no 
hedgehogs nesting in it. 

Netting – keep all pea-netting a foot above the 
ground so the hedgehogs can go under it and 
will not try to go through it and become stuck.  
The same applies to tennis nets, football nets, 
etc.  Barbed wire should also be kept off the 
ground and never left trailing or carelessly 

discarded. 

Ponds – provide escape routes such as plastic 
coated wire over the side and into the water to 
make a ladder, or when making a pond have a 
gentle slope to at least one of the sides.  Keep 
ponds topped up, especially in hot weather so 
that hedgehogs are less likely to topple in.  
Children’s paddling pools and sandpits are also 
a danger when filled with rainwater.  Keep pots 
etc that might fill with water upside down.  
Provide a shallow dish of water for all visiting 
wildlife. 

Drains – keep drain hoes covered to stop both 
leaves and hedgehogs blocking the drain.  
Check uncovered drains, bean trenches, holes 
for footings, etc and garage inspection pits daily 
to make sure no hedgehogs are trapped.  
Provide escape routes if possible such as 
plastic netting or a plank. 

Fences – repair wooden fences that blow down 
in the wind etc as soon as possible or 
hedgehogs may be tempted to make their nests 
underneath them.  Leave a hole in fences in 
newly constructed walls so the hedgehogs can 
come and go.  Use environmentally safe wood 
preservatives on sheds, fences, etc as 
hedgehogs often lick new smells or substances.  
Your garden centre or DIY store should be able 
to advise.  Very occasionally hedgehogs are 
found with a leg trapped in between the gaps in 
log rolls used for edging so check these and 
other hazards regularly. 

Wild Patches – STRIMMERS MUTILATE – 
take care when moving long grass and tidying 
wild patches as they are an ideal place for a 
hedgehog’s nest.  When cutting long overgrown 
areas check for hedgehogs and other wildlife 
then cut initially to about a foot long.  Check 
again before cutting any lower.  Providing a 
suitable nesting or hibernating box can help 
prevent accidental disturbance.  Bin bags left at 
ground level will also attract hedgehogs and 
they may try to nest in them and get put out for 

the dust cart. 

Compost – another ideal place for a hedgehog 
to make a nest and rear its young.  Take care 
when turning the heap; on thrust of a fork can 
easily kill more than one baby hedgehog.  The 
safest time to spread the heap is probably 
October/November when most babies have left 
their mum and adults have not yet started to 
hibernate.  Partly used bags of compost may 
also have nesting hedgehogs in them. 

Slug Pellets – try alternatives.  REMEMBER 
METALDEHYDE SLUG PELLEST CAN KILL.  If 
you must use them, use sparingly and pick up 
the dead slugs and snails as soon as possible.  
Read the directions for use before you use the 
product.  Much better to use organic methods 
that don’t risk harming hedgehogs or other 
animals. 

Sheds – do not suddenly decide to keep doors 
closed which have previously been left open for 
some weeks without first checking that there is 
no nesting hedgehog inside.  Keep chemicals, 
oils, etc in both sheds and garages out of the 
reach of hedgehogs.  We receive a lot of calls in 
summer from people dismantling sheds that find 
a mother and babies under it.  So do take care 
or dismantle in October when the hoglets have 
left the nest and hibernation may not have 
started. 

Dogs – also share the garden with the 
hedgehogs.  If you have a dog that you know 
attacks hedgehogs, try to warn the hedgehog 
when the dog is being let out.  For example, turn 
on an outside light a minute or two before letting 
the dog out.  In addition, for the dog’s final patrol 
of the evening you may consider putting him on 
his instead or using a muzzle.  The precautions 
should only be necessary at night.  You may 
notice that hedgehogs have their own routine.  
They may appear at a certain time from a certain 
point.  If this is observed keep the dog in during 
those times. 

Feeding – to encourage a hedgehog to stay in 
or near your garden, ensure it has a fresh supply 
of water available, especially in very hot 
weather, and leave a dish of hedgehog food, 
meaty cat or dog food or cat biscuits, in a place 
where the hedgehog can get it, but not the local 
cats.  For example, under something low.  

 Visit our website at 
www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk for more details 
or write to The British Hedgehog Preservation 
Society, Hedgehog House, Dhustone, Ludlow, 
Shropshire SY8 3PL.  Telephone 01584 
890801.  E-mail info@britishhedgehogs.org.uk.
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The Tree Council Policy Digest – June 2019 

 
2018 – Environmental Matters Climb National Agenda  
 
January - the government’s 25-year Environment Plan landed, which 
mentions trees seventy five times. Topline goals on trees include 
“increasing woodland in England in line with our aspiration of 12% cover 
by 2060: this would involve planting 180,000 hectares by end of 2042”, in 
addition to increasing commercial timber supplies. One of the promises 
was to produce a Tree Health Resilience Strategy which was published by 
Defra in May. 
 
June, England’s first Tree Champion was appointed by Defra to help 
achieve their manifesto commitments, including planting 11 million trees 
and a further 1 million urban trees. 
 
July – the Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local Government 
(MHCLG) published its revised National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF), the first amendments to be made since 2012, which include 
tweaks to further protect the appearance of the countryside and habitats 
featuring ancient and veteran trees. 
 
October - in the 2018 budget, Chancellor Phillip Hammond pledged £60m 
for tree planting, including £10m match funding for urban and street trees. 
The Tree Champion Sir William Worsley announced the release of the 
Urban Tree Manual, which provides advice on selecting and procuring the 
‘right tree for the right place’ in urban areas. 
 
November – Environment Secretary Michael Gove first mentioned that the 
government would consult on an ‘English Tree Strategy’ – this is beginning 
to happen now in summer 2019. The Committee on Climate Change 
published a report on land use which stated that tree planting had to be 
doubled if the UK is going to achieve its carbon reduction goals. 
 
December 2018 - the first draft of the Environment Bill landed. The Bill has 
three elements: the establishment of an environmental watchdog called the 
Office of Environmental Protection; enshrining into domestic law of the 
current EU environmental policies; giving the 25-year Environment Plan 
statutory status so that government are more accountable to delivering it. 
 
On the last day of 2018, a consultation was published on a new duty for 
local councils to consult with residents before tree felling. A key comment 
on the consultation’s proposal has been that local authorities must be 
resourced properly for any additional duties or monitoring and evaluation 
responsibilities.  
 
 

2019 – Trees Placed at the Heart of the Climate Fight 
 
February - the consultation on tree felling closed in 28th February. Some 
partners call for whatever approach Defra takes to be piloted before it is 
rolled out – this is yet to be confirmed as of June 2019. 
 
March - plans to formally leave the EU continue to be stalled, with a new 
date set for October and the responsibility to carry this through now falling 
to a yet-to-be-appointed successor to Theresa May. The new 
Environmental Land Management System, which will be connected to the 

new Agriculture Bill and promises to provide landowners and farmers with 
‘public money for public goods’ including tree planting and habitat 
protection, will not land until 2024, leaving a gap in the legislative 
framework for environmental stewardship. 
 
April - the largest UK environmental groups have started to place planting 
trees at the heart of efforts to tackle climate change. Friends of the Earth 
published a net zero plan that prominently features trees as carbon sinks. 
The innovation team are responsible for developing the thinking on how 
these ambitious tree planting targets can be met – one hint has been made 
about planting in the Green Belt, where development is restricted. 
 
May - the Committee on Climate Change launches a report calling for the 
UK to produce net zero carbon emissions by 2050, which is welcomed by 
industry. The Tree Council issued a response agreeing that more 
ambitious tree planting targets are essential to sequester carbon dioxide 
and calling for the next step to be to develop a realistic plan involving all 
stakeholders - landowners, farmers, government, charities, businesses 
and communities. We emphasised that hedgerows and ongoing tree care 
must feature in this plan. The Woodland Trust responded with a call for 
faster and more sustained ‘new woodland creation and natural 
regeneration’ over the coming decades. They endorsed the call for ‘onfarm’ 
planting and the 40% extension of hedgerows. They also called to ‘protect 
and retain’ mature trees ‘in urban areas, in hedgerows, alongside rivers 
and transport links and in the farmed countryside generally as well as in 
existing woodland.’ 
 
Who Owns England, the book that summarises the work of the Who Owns 
England project, was also published on 2 May and sheds light on the small 
number of landowners who own the majority of English land. Land 
ownership is becoming more and more focal to the debate about tree 
planting targets. 
 
On 16 May, the government released the first reporting document on 
progress against the 25 Year Environment Plan. In their update, they 
confirmed a range of promises related to trees made in the 25YEP as 
complete, including appointing a Tree Champion, allocating £10 million of 
funding in the autumn budget for a Challenge Fund for urban trees, and a 
further £13.1m to the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 
Government funding to improve and create parks and green spaces, and 
publishing the Tree Health Resilience Strategy. 
 
On 20 May, government announced the official opening of applications for 
a challenge fund to plant over 130,000 urban trees. The Urban Tree 
Challenge Fund is a block grant programme inviting organisations and 
community groups to bid for funding to plant urban trees. 
 
June – the English Tree Champion is confirmed in his post for a second 
year. As Theresa May promises that enshrining the recommendations of 
the latest CCC report into law will be her parting shot as PM, the Guardian 
reports worrying statistics showing that we are not hitting current national 
tree planting targets. However, HortWeek reports Scotland has ‘smashed’ 
tree planting targets, proving it can be done! We will be pushing in the 
coming months to set and achieve more concrete commitments for tree 
planting, starting with our Forum for Trees on 11 July. These targets must 
include tree care and maintenance and protecting existing treescapes. 

 
 
 
 

A Worthwhile Petition 
 

Now I’m not a fan of on-line petitions and the like because they usually have dark motives behind them that 
I don’t agree with.  Indeed, I often end up disagreeing with something that I thought I agreed with (if you get my 
drift).  However, if you care about our trees and woodland (and I sincerely hope that you do) you will probably 
be interested in a most worthwhile on-line petition I came across recently.  Titled "Outlaw Planning Applications 
That Include Removal of Mature Trees or Hedgerows", you can access the petition at 
https://petition.parliament.uk/signatures/70286662/verify?token=blqko0a1o1ZmdjymSJA 

It’s ever so easy and takes but a few seconds.  I still agree with it after having signed it! 

https://petition.parliament.uk/signatures/70286662/verify?token=blqko0a1o1ZmdjymSJA
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Tree Preservation Orders and 
Conservation Area News 

 
 

Broadland Tree Preservation Orders Served, Confirmed and Revoked  
 

TPO Number Address Served Trees Protected Status 

2019 No 1 (1294) 11 Station New Road, Brundall 06/02/2019 11 Douglas fir 
Provisional.  1 objection.                             
Appeals Panel in July 

2019 No 3 (1296)  Land north of Smee Lane, Plumstead 08/05/2019 
32 oak, 3 ask, 1 hawthorn and 1 
horse-chestnut 

Provisional. 

2019 No 4 (1297) Land south of Smee Lane, Postwick 08/05/2019 
15 oak, 6 ash, 5 sweet chestnut, 1 
elm and 1 elder 

Provisional. 

2019 No 5 (1298) Broadland Gate, Broadland Way, Postwick 08/05/2019 19 oak and 1 cherry Provisional. 1 objection 

2019 No 6 (1299) 33 Church Road, Cantley 09/05/2019 All trees of whatever species. Provisional. Objections 

2019 No 7 (1300) 142 Thunder Lane, Thorpe Saint Andrew 07/06/2019 2 x oak Provisional. 

 
 

Current Works to Trees Subject to a Tree Preservation Order and Section 
211 Notifications for Works to Trees Within Conservation Areas 

 

App No Address Species / Requested Works Decision 

20190601 2 Mackintosh Close, Blofield 2 x oak – prune. ? 

20190648 36 Albion House, High Street, Foulsham 
Reduce side laterals of bullace and holly clump by 0.5 to 1.5m, reduce 
height by 2 to 3m, prune back from wall for clearance.                             
Remove holly. 

Approved 

20190689 49 Silk Mill Road, Hellesdon 
Silver birch - reduce canopy by a maximum of 12% of the existing 
branch length and remove ivy.  Remove branch identified in photograph 
on the left which extends into the garden. 

Split decision 

20190673 
The White House, 66 Spixworth Road, 
Old Catton 

T1 beech – remove low branch at 3m over garage and horizontal branch 
at 4m growing towards the house.                                                            
T2 beech – remove branch at 3m growing over the hornbeams. 

Approved 

20190689 49 Silk Mill Road, Hellesdon 

T6 silver birch – reduce canopy by a maximum of 12% of the existing 
branch length and remove ivy.                                                                    
T4 silver birch – remove branch identified in photograph on left which 
extends into the garden. 

08/07/2019 

20190694 26 Bircham Road, Reepham T1 & T2 sycamore – fell. Approved 

20190703 
Greystoke Lodge, 10 Hartwell Road, 
Wroxham. 

T1 conifer – reduce by half with potential for complete removal. Approved 

20190704 80 Wilks Farm Drive, Sprowston. T1 wild cherry – reduce back to boundary with No 80 by a 0.5m max. Approved 

20190718 45 St Michaels Avenue, Aylsham T1 oak – deadwood and crown thin 15% for general health of tree. Approved 

20190725 Ballintoy, 52A The Street, Hevingham 
Remove overhanging branch from dense mixed species group, which 
has grown to overhang driveway. 

Approved 

20190730 
The Old Rectory, 23 Norwich Road, 
Strumpshaw 

0338: sweet chestnut - reduce laterals growing over road by 2m to 
suitable growth points.                                                                                
Holly located between 0333 and 0332 - reduce to hedge height.                       
All trees in survey to be crown lifted over the road to achieve a vertical 
clearance height of 4.2m. 

Approved 

20190733 197A Reepham Road, Hellesdon 
T1 & T2 horse-chestnut Aesculus hippocastanum – fell to allow for an 
extension off of the building (as per provided BS5837:2012 survey).  

Split decision 

20190743 Ringsfield, Burgh Road, Aylsham Ash – remove. Approved 

20190748 
Land opposite 14 Hornbeam Close, 
Sprowston 

T1 Eucalyptus – fell. Approved 

20190764 7 Stanmore Road, Thorpe St Andrew 
T1 beech – reduce size from approx 10m to 4m with 3.5m spread.          
T2 cypress – reduce size from 8m to 2m.                                                
T3 self-sown holly – reduce size to 2m. 

Approved 
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20190765 Hayracks, 6A Chapel Street, Cawston G1 3 x conifers – fell. Approved 

20190766 
Field between The Loke and Lower 
Street, Salhouse 

T1 oak – reduce large dead section over highway to 60cm above 
woodpecker hole. Reduce lone spar by 2.5-3.5m to re-shape crown and 
reduce wind-throw risk. 

Approved 

20190778 
Weston Park Golf Club, Morton Lane, 
Weston Longville 

T2 oak – reduce main limb over driveway by 1- 2m to reduce end weight. 
T3 oak – crown lift over access road to 5.2m pruning secondary or 
tertiary.                                                                                                     
T4 ash – remove large side branch that has advanced decay.                 
T5 oak – reduction of extending limbs over driveways.                            
T6 oak – reduce final main fork by 2-3m and remove lower tertiary 
branch hanging down, right fork main limb remove lower fork branch 
back to union tip back upper fork by 2-3m.                                                            
T7 oak – remove and replant additional trees elsewhere.                         
T8 oak – reduce back from utility lines.                                                       
T9 lime – lift low branches hanging over highway up to 5.5m height. 

Approved 

20190789 68 Sandy Lane, Taverham 
T1 decayed silver birch and T2 fractured silver birch – dismantle.            
T3 silver birch – reduce branch, removing split in horizontal branch.       
T4 holly – reduce canopy by approximately 1m. 

08/07/2019 

20190803 
Willow House, 14 Princess Beatrice 
Close, Hellesdon 

T1 cherry – fell. 10/07/2019 

20190825 Grey Gables, Norwich Road, Cawston 
T3 lime - reduce branches on south side by 3m (current length 12m) and 
on west side by 4m (current length 9m).  Crown thin by up to 20%. 

15/08/2019 

20190828 9 Woodland Drive ,Old Catton 
T1 oak - crown lift to 5m, remove secondary epicormic growth and 
reduce crown spread leaving northerly radial spread extending no further 
than 7m from stem. 

15/07/2019 

20190831 St Brigid, 9 Station New Road, Brundall T1 willow - fell because of irremediable basal decay and allow coppicing. 15/07/2019 

20190832 
Eynesford House, Dereham Road, 
Reepham 

12 x cypress - fell Approved 

20190840 69 Trafford Walk, Wroxham 
Group of conifers - reduce group overhanging roof of No 69 Trafford 
Walk by a maximum of 1.5m. 

Approved 

20190851 
The Loft, Aylsham Water Mill, Mill Row, 
Aylsham 

T1 & T2 – lime – fell.                                                                                     
T3 – unidentified tree – fell. 

02/07/2019 

20190859 Glenmaric, Marsh Road, Halvergate 

Willow – 30% crown reduction (current height around 24m, reduce by 5m 
and width by 5-8m approximately).                                                             
Fruit trees x 5 - crown reduction by 20%.                                              
Pear - remove rotten branches.                                                                   
Conifer hedge - reduce height by 40%, current height 9m. 

09/07/2019 

20190895 47 Beechwood Drive, Thorpe St Andrew T2 sweet chestnut - pollard to points indicated. 31/07/2019 

20190898 
Abbey Farm Commercial Park, Southwell 
Road, Horsham Newton St Faith 

T2 sycamore - re-pollard back to previous points.                                    
T7 Scots pine - remove hung up branch in crown.                                      
T8 - T13 ash; T14, T15 & T16 Robinia; and T17 poplar – fell.                 
T18 alder - remove lowest branch. 

Approved 

20190899 155 Norwich Road, Wroxham Leylandii x 10 – reduce height by approx 2m (currently approx 7.5m). 07/08/2019 

20190906 Old Bakery Court, High Street, Coltishall 

T1 rowan – fell.                                                                                         
T4 cherry plum - reduce in height by 1-2m.                                                
T7 lime - crown lift to 4m over highway on north and west side. Reduce 
lateral branch to south-east by 1m.                                                             
T6 hazel - overhanging from neighbouring site, trim back to boundary. 

Approved 

20190913 2 Grange Road, Cantley 

T1 oak - reduce northern 50% of crown by 2m (current height 15m) in 
order to eliminate deadwood and provide healthy growth from strong 
secondary branches. 10% thin and removal of deadwood, removal of 
epicormic growth on main stem. 

31/07/2019 

20190914 3 Grange Road, Cantley 
T1 oak - reduce back from overhead utilities to provide 1m clearance 
and 10% crown thin. 

31/07/2019 

20190915 2 Spinney Close, Thorpe St Andrew T1 beech - reduce lower and mid canopy by 2-3m from 8m to 5.5m. 25/07/2019 

20190918 
Cawston C Of E Primary Academy, 
Aylsham Road, Cawston 

T1 oak - crown lift around entrance to drive to 4.5m reducing back to 
suitable pruning points.                                                                              
T2 cockspur thorn – cut branches back from telephone line to reduce 
pressure on line. Crown lift over drive to 4.5m to suitable pruning points.    
T3 & T5 cotoneaster & T4 cockspur thorn - crown lift over drive to 4.5m 
to suitable pruning points.                                                                        
T7 lime - reduce low extended branch to north-west by approx 1.5m to 
suitable pruning points. Crown lift path entrance to 2.4m to suitable 
pruning points.                                                                                         
T11 birch - crown lift over building roof by 1m. Crown lift over drive to 
4m.                                                                                                                   
T12 cotoneaster – crown lift over drive to 4m. 
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20190922 208 St Faiths Road, Old Catton 

T1 oak - retain and 'veteranise' the tree. Reduce height from 11m to 
approx 7m. Reduce garden side of crown by 2-3m allowing tree to 
continue to photosynthesize. Reduce remaining road side back to within 
boundary of property. Coronet and fracture cuts to be used to mimic 
natural branch failure throughout.                                                                
T2 sycamore – fell.                                                                                   
T3 Norway spruce - reduce height below the split from 17m to approx 7m 
to retain as a screen for wildlife.                                                                  
T4 4 x Lawson's cypress -reduce in height from 14m to approx 7m to 
retain as a screen for wildlife. 

17/07/2019 

20190944 
Land rear of Station Road and Mallard 
Close, Brundall 

Tag 399 grey poplar - fell two remaining stems.                                    
Tags 398 & 400 grey poplar - fell.                                                                         
Tag 359 common oak - remove split branch in upper canopy.              
Tags 366 & 384 ash - fell to near ground level.                                                  
Tag 377 common oak - remove medium sized dead branch in lower 
canopy to the east over garden.                                                               
Tags 392, 393, 396, 401 & 402 grey poplar remove ivy.                                              

05/08/2019 

20190946 165 Norwich Road, Wroxham Lime – fell. 16/07/2019 

20190947 
Beech House, 66 Bircham Road, 
Reepham 

T1 & T2 oak - remove deadwood.  

20190949 
Spennithorne, 23 Brook Street, Buxton 
With Lamas 

Crown thin by 15%, remove deadwood. 01/08/2019 

20190950 Willow End, Swan Plain, Horsham 
Reduce overhanging top canopy by 4m. Reduce already shortened 
trunks overhanging garden. 

 

20190959 59 Charles Close, Wroxham Remove dead tree in front garden.  

20190966 3 Bure Way, Aylsham T1 holly - reduce by approx 4m leaving approx 8m tall. 24/07/2019 

20190981 100 Norwich Road, Wroxham 

T1 oak - prune to clear BT cable by 1.5m. Remove deadwood. Reduce 
elongated limbs to south from 7.5m to 4.5m and balance crown. Crown 
lift to 2.5m.                                                                                                 
T2 oak - crown reduction resulting in height reduction from 22.5m to 
17.5m. Remove major deadwood. Crown lift to 2.5m over driveway. 
Prune to clear BT cable by 1.5m.                                                                  
T3 Portuguese laurel – fell. 

29/07/2019 

20190984 22A Staitheway Road, Wroxham 
T1, T2 and T3 birch – remove.                                                                      
T4 holly and T5 yew- reduce height from 6m to 4m.                                   
T6 pear - reduce height from 8m to 5m. 

Approved 

20190988 45 Millgate, Aylsham 4 x willow - current height approx 20-25m, reduce by half. 6/07/2019 

20190998 3 Saint Marys Close, Wroxham Ash – remove. Approved 

20191011 5 Hillside Road, Thorpe St Andrew 

T1 walnut in rear garden – remove.                                                           
T2 tree on boundary with 3 Hillside Road – reduce back from their 
property by 3m. Reduce elongated branches from 6 – 7m to 1.5 - 2m.   
T3 possible wych elm - remove lowest elongated limb 

02/08/2019 

20191014 
The Old Granaries,7 White Lion Road, 
Coltishall 

T1 oak - crown lift by 1m to create clearance of 3m by prioritising the 
reduction/removal of secondary and tertiary branches. 

Approved 

20191015 15 Drayton Lodge Park, Drayton Chestnut – fell.  

20191019 
Lenwade House Drive, Fakenham Road, 
Lenwade 

T1 horse chestnut - raise canopy to height of 4.5m and reduce over-
extended side laterals by no more than 1m to 1.5m.  Remaining crown 
spread after works to be 5m.                                                                      
T2 phototropic oak – outer peripheral crown to be selectively reduced by 
1.5m to 2.5m. Remaining crown spread after work to be no less than 6m. 

16/08/2019 

20191020 Lenwade House Drive, Lenwade 

4 x lime - remove epicormics on lower stems to allow for detailed 
inspection of trees.  Remove deadwood over 20mm in diameter and 
reduce overextended laterals by no more than 2.5m.  Crown raise to 
5.2m over track and 4m over adjacent gardens. Selective reductions 
shall avoid wounds above 150mm diameter where possible.  Resulting 
crown spread not less than 6m. 

16/08/2019 

20191021 
The Old Rectory, 4 Hindolveston Road, 
Foulsham 

Yew – remove. 01/08/2019 

20191026 
The Beeches, 54 Holman Road, 
Aylsham 

T3 oak - storm damage to canopy, current height 12m, reduce crown by 
a maximum of 2.5m. 

21/08/2019 

20191027 105 Taverham Road, Taverham G4 Thuya x 8 and G2 Thuya x 2 – fell. 14/08/2015 

20191034 34 The Avenue, Wroxham T1 & T2 yew – fell. 20/08/2019 

20191039 
Holly Tree Cottage, 74 Lower Street, 
Salhouse 

Eucalyptus – remove. 05/08/2019 
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Explanatory Notes: 

1) App No is the unique Broadland District Council Planning Application number allocated to the application to carry out work and is the number by 
 which progress of the application may be traced.  Any comment, objection, support or request for information should quote this number. 

2)  Address is the address to which the application for work relates.  In other words, it is the address where the trees for which the application is 
 made are located.  

3) Species / Requested Works is the species of the tree(s) concerned and details of the work proposed.  A reference such as T1, T2 or G1 may 
 also appear and that is simply a reference to the tree(s) on the TPO, Conservation Order or simply on the application. 

4) Decision is either the date by which a decision is due to be made by Broadland District Council or the actual decision. 

5) This list is not designed to be a definitive list of all the relevant details.  The reader should always refer to the specific application on the 
Broadland District Council “Planning Explorer” at https://secure.broadland.gov.uk/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/GeneralSearch.aspx to view the 
application or read the Council’s decision. 

 
 

Stop Press 
 
 
 

THE FORESTRY COMMISSION recently issued a press release urging the horticulture industry 
to check for Oak Processionary Moth (OPM) following further findings of the tree pest made on 
trees imported from the Netherlands.  Landscapers, nurseries, landowners and woodland 
managers are being urged to take action after the Plant Health Service intercepted a number of 
cases of OPM caterpillars on trees imported from the Netherlands. 

Anyone who has planted larger 
oaks (defined below) imported from 
the continent should urgently 
check their trees for OPM and 
report any findings to TreeAlert.  It 
is vital that these trees are checked 
now to minimise the spread of this 
damaging tree pest and protect the 
health of our oak trees. 

OPM is an established pest in parts of 
London and surrounding areas, but the rest of 
the country is designated as a Protected Zone. 

Swift action is being taken by the Plant 
Health Service to eradicate recent findings of 
OPM in Hampshire, Warwickshire and 
Gloucestershire, including surveillance, tracing 
work and destruction of both the caterpillars and 
infested trees. The Plant Health Service has 
also announced an urgent review of import 
controls on oaks. 

OPM caterpillars feed on oak leaves and 
can increase trees’ vulnerability to attack by 
other pests and diseases, making them less 
able to withstand weather conditions such as 
drought and floods. The cases highlight the 
need for continued vigilance from industry and 
government to protect the UK’s trees. 

Dr Anna Brown, Head of Tree Health & 
Contingency Planning, Forestry Commission, 
said “Those of us involved in importing or trading 
plants must maintain our vigilance against 
exotic pests and diseases such as OPM. There 
is a lot we can do such as buying British, only 
buying stock from reputable, responsible 
suppliers and inspecting imported plants. 

“Inspect, inspect and inspect again – we 
can’t check imported plants too often for signs 
of trouble. Don’t presume that because your 
supplier found no evidence of a pest or disease 
that you won’t either. You might spot something 
that they have missed.” 

The Forestry Commission, councils and 
land managers tackle the pest with an annual 

control programme of tree treatment. Increased 
measures to protect the country from the spread 
of OPM were introduced in 2018. Restrictions on 
the import of most species of oak into England 
have also been introduced as part of these 
regulations to protect native trees. 

Professor Nicola Spence, Defra Chief Plant 
Health Officer, said “Since 2012 we have 
invested more than £37 million in tree health 
research, including a dedicated programme of 
research and development on oak. 

“We will continue to work with local 
authorities and land managers to tackle OPM 
with a control programme of treatment and 
surveillance. In 2018, we introduced tighter 
restrictions on the importation of oak trees to 
England but are now looking at options to 
strengthen these even further. 

“The Plant Health Service has received 

reports of an exceptional expansion of the OPM 
population in parts of Europe, due the hot 
weather experienced last year. 

If you suspect OPM, you should not attempt 
to destroy or move infected material yourself as 
the nests and caterpillars can pose some risks 
to human health. For more on how to identify 
OPM, visit the Forestry Research website. 

Larger oaks are defined here as those with 
a girth over 80 cm (31.5”) at 1.2m (4 ft) above 
the root collar. 
 
Broadsheet urges you all to be vigilant and 
look for signs of this pest.  Remember that it 
can pose a significant threat to human 
health, particularly to the elderly, very young 
and the infirmed. 

https://secure.broadland.gov.uk/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/GeneralSearch.aspx

