Broadsheet
The Magazine for Broadland Tree Wardens

Issue 180 – September 2019

Enough is Enough
0

Broadsheet
The Monthly Magazine for
Broadland Tree Wardens
Issue 180– September 2019
Inside this issue
Enough is Enough - Editorial

1

Trump’s American Forest Sale

5

The Future of Tree Wardening

8

Project to Celebrate Thirty Years of
Tree Wardening?

11

The Ages of Trees

12

Water Companies to Plant 11 Million
Trees

12

Save Ancient Woodland from HS2

13

East Anglian Regional Tree Wardens’
Forum
13
Ancient Buried Tree in Norfolk

14

Your Tree Requirements

14

200 Year-old Sycamore Poisoned

15

Help Needed

15

Why ae More Trees not Planted?

16

Fossil Fuels – Putting Trees to Work

11

Sheffield Felling Investigation

17

Dates for your Diaries

17

Pest Threat from Imported Christmas
Trees

18

Woodland Lost for Nuclear Power
Station

19

Correspondence

19

Advice on Oak Processionary Moth

20

Broadland Tree Warden Network
Annual General Meeting

20

Dr Jo’s Corner

21

Current Works to Trees Subject to a
Tree Preservation Order and Section
211 Notifications for Works to Trees
Within Conservation Areas

22

Enough is Enough
VER recent months, Broadsheet has regularly carried
news coupled with my personal opinion regarding the
threat posed to the Amazon Forest by the policies of
Brazilian President, the far-right Jair Messias Bolsonaro.
Resisting the temptation to say “I told you so”, I am dismayed
that his decisions, supported by President Trump, have now
permitted such destruction of the forest to a point where it now
threatens all our futures.

O

The BBC news website recently
reported that scientists have
warned that the kind of flaring fires
seen in the Amazon forest this year
would make the Paris climate target
more difficult to achieve. The treaty
aims to limit global temperature
rise to well below 2ºC above preindustrial times to avoid dangerous
impacts.
Tree cover loss from tropical forests is
estimated to account for nearly 10% of global
carbon emissions, while trees are also said to
provide more than 20% of climate solutions.
They not only absorb carbon dioxide from the
atmosphere, they then lock that carbon away.
The world is currently on track for a
temperature rise this century of 3ºC or more,
posing a significant challenge to the Paris
ambition, according to the World Meteorological
Organization.
A study last year by Global Forest Watch
showed if tropical tree cover loss continued at
the rate it was then it would be nearly impossible
to keep warming below the pledged 2ºC.
"The fires in the Brazilian Amazon this year
certainly pose a challenge for the climate target
we have set for ourselves," said Doug Boucher,
Tropical Forests & Climate Initiative scientific
advisor with Union of Concerned Scientists.
"The concern is also because Brazil's basic
policy of forestry has been turned on its head by
the new administration and it might undo the
significant progress the country saw in recent
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years."
The US space agency (NASA) satellites
have confirmed an uptick in fires in the Brazilian
Amazon, making 2019 the most active fire year
in that region since 2010. Brazil's space agency
calculates an 85% rise in fires this year.
Initially, the two space agencies appeared
to have their own respective takes on the
situation, but now they seem very much to be
speaking with one voice on the topic.
"INPE (the Brazilian agency) also uses
active fire data from NASA's Modis (satellite)
sensors to monitor fire activity in the Brazilian
Amazon," said Douglas Morton, chief of the
Biospheric Sciences Laboratory at NASA’s
Goddard Space Flight Center. "As a result,
Nasa and INPE have the same estimates of
changes in recent fire activity."
Modis detections are higher in 2019 than at
this time last year in all seven states that
comprise the Brazilian Amazon.
The Brazilian government has sent in the
army to fight the fires while it has rejected
international aid assistance for the job, but the
fire season has just begun and there are fears
that the situation could get worse.
"Even if the fires are contained now, the real
worry is the cut down forests in the region," said
Mr Boucher. He explained that as soon as trees
are felled, they begin to release the carbon
dioxide stored in them, whether or not they are
set alight.
Experts say trees are first felled to clear the
forests for agriculture, cattle-ranching or mining
in the tropical region. Fires are then set to
create the space and to pass the nutrients from

burnt vegetation into the soil.
Annual gross carbon dioxide emissions
from tree cover loss in tropical countries
averaged 4.8 gigatonnes per year between
2015 and 2017, according to Global Forest
Watch.
"If tropical deforestation were a country, it
would rank third in carbon dioxide-equivalent
emissions, only behind China and the US."
The Amazon is the world's biggest rainforest
and the Brazilian share of the forest is nearly
two-thirds. The fires in the Brazilian Amazon
basin this year had emitted the equivalent of 228
megatonnes of CO2 by last month, according to
the EU's Copernicus Atmosphere Monitoring
Service.
Rod Taylor, global director of the forest
programme at the World Resources Institute
said "The question is how far the frontiers of fire
will move and how much of the remaining
forests will be degraded by the smoke of these
fires and are they going to break the record of
deforestation of the early 2000s? This is all very
worrying in regards to the global climate target."
Across the Brazilian border, rainforest in
Bolivia is also burning. The size of the fires is
estimated to have doubled in a week. About one
million hectares, or more than 3,800 square
miles, is affected.
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) recently brought out a report
highlighting the damage being done to the land
surface of the planet. It said human activities
were degrading soils, expanding deserts, felling
forests, driving out wildlife, and draining
peatlands.
In the process, the IPCC added, land was
been turned from an asset that combats climate
change into a major source of carbon, but
scientists also say that deforestation presents
just a share of the climate problem, and a
relatively small one at that.
"The fundamental issue in fighting climate
change is fossil fuels," said Guido van der Werf,
a climate scientist with Vrije Universiteit of
Amsterdam.
"It might be too early to draw conclusions
about how much of climate damage these fires
in the Amazon have done and even if we find
that out, it will be a few percent of global fossil
fuel emissions at most, but obviously, the
Amazon also has many other functions that will
suffer from deforestation."
There have been big forest fires in other
parts of the world including in Indonesia, Siberia
and Europe in the last week of August.

A

N article published on
www.theguardian.com and
written by Eliane Brum, a
Brazilian journalist and novelist
based in the Amazon, reported on
the situation very well. She headed
the article “In Bolsonaro’s burning
Brazilian Amazon, all our futures
are being consumed” which just
about says it all.
The Amazon is the centre of the world. Right
now, as our planet experiences climate
collapse, there is nowhere more important. If we
don’t grasp this, there is no way to meet that
challenge.
For 500 years, this has been a place of
ruins. First with the European invasion, which
brought a particularly destructive form of
civilisation, the death of hundreds of thousands
of indigenous men and women and the
extinction of dozens of peoples. More recently,
with the clearance of vast swaths of the forest

and all life within it.
Right now, in 2019, we are witnessing the
beginning of a new, disastrous chapter. The
area of trees being cleared has surged this year.
In July, the deforestation rate was an area the
size of Manhattan every day, a Greater London
every three weeks. This month, fires are
incinerating the Amazon at a record rate, almost
certainly part of a scorched-earth strategy to
clear territory. Why is this happening now?
Because of a change in power.
A predatory form of politics called
Bolsonarism has assumed nearly total, and
totalitarian, power in Brazil. President Jair
Bolsonaro’s chief project is to create more ruins
in the Amazon forest, methodically and swiftly.
This is why, for the first time since Brazil became
a democracy again, it effectively has a minister
against the environment.
For more than 30 years no environment
minister has enjoyed the same autonomy as
Ricardo Salles. He is a gofer for agribusiness,
which is responsible for the majority of the
deaths in the fields and forests, and Brazil’s
greatest destructive force. The landowners
lobby has always been part of Brazil’s
government, formally or not, but today, this has
reached a new level. They are not just in the
government, they are the government.
Bolsonarism’s number one power project is
to turn public lands that serve everyone
(because they guarantee the preservation of
natural biomes, the life of native peoples and
regulate the climate) into private lands that profit
a few.
These lands, most of which lie in the
Amazon forest, include the public lands to which
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indigenous peoples have the constitutional right
to use, the public lands settled by ribeirinhos
(people who have for over a century made their
living by fishing, tapping rubber, and sustainably
gathering Brazil nuts and other forest products),
and the collective-use lands of quilombolas
(descendants of rebel slaves who won their right
to territories occupied by their ancestors).
Infighting is constant in the government, in
part because the Bolsonaro administration
employs the strategy of simulating its own
opposition so it can occupy every possible
space. Yet there is a consensus about opening
up indigenous peoples’ protected lands and
conservation areas. When it comes to
transforming the planet’s largest tropical forest
into a place for raising cattle, growing soybeans,
and mining ore, there is no fighting at all. A few
somewhat dissonant voices have already been
deleted from the government.
Bolsonarism goes well beyond the man
after whom it is named. At some point, it might
even do without Bolsonaro. Deeply entwined
with our global democracy crisis, Bolsonarism
has been influencing the entire Amazon region,
drawing out figures who have been hiding in
sewers for years, sometimes decades, in other
Latin American countries, where the fate of the
world’s largest tropical forest is also being
decided. And Bolsonarism, it bears repeating, is
not a threat just to Brazil but to our planet,
because it destroys the forest that is
strategically vital to controlling global heating.
How do we resist this tremendous
destructive force, this skilled destructive force?
For us to be capable of resisting, we must
become the forest – and resist like the forest, the

forest that knows it carries ruins within itself, that
carries within itself both what it is and what it no
longer is. We must lend shape to this political,
affective feeling in order to lend meaning to our
actions. This means shifting a few tectonic
plates in our own thinking. We have to
decolonise ourselves.
The fact that the Amazon is still regarded as
something far away, on the periphery of our
vision, shows just how stupid white western
culture is. It is a stupidity that moulds and
shapes the political and economic elites of the
world, and likewise of Brazil. Believing the
Amazon is far away and on the periphery, when
the only chance of controlling global heating is
to keep the forest alive, reflects ignorance of
continental proportions. The forest is at the very
core of all we have. This is the real home of
humanity. The fact that many of us feel far away
from it only shows how much our eyes have
been contaminated, formatted and distorted.
Colonised.
In the big cities of Brazil and the rest of the
world, we are distanced from the deaths in
which our small daily acts are accomplices. We
have the privilege of not being forced to question
the origin of the clothes we wear or the food we
eat. But in the Amazon, if you eat beef, you
know for sure it is beef from deforestation. If you
buy wood, you know there is (almost) no truly
legal lumber in Brazil. If you purchase a table or
a wardrobe, you look at the furniture and think
about how it was most likely made with wood
torn off indigenous land or from an extractive
reserve. In the Amazon, in the centre of the
world, our relationship with the death of the
forest and forest peoples, as well as with the
death of family farmers, is direct. It is
inescapable.
We need to humbly ask if the forest peoples
accept us alongside them in the fight. They are
the ones who know how to live despite the ruins.
They are the ones who have experience
resisting the great forces of destruction. If we
are to have any chance of producing a
resistance movement, we must understand that
in this fight, we are not the protagonists.
We are the ones who need to let ourselves
be occupied and allow our bodies to be affected
by other experiences of being on this planet. But
not as a form of violence, like the colonisation of
the Amazon and its peoples; the colonisation
still under way today, and going on at an ever
faster pace. Rather, this time, as a form of
exchange, a blending, a relationship of love.
Bolsonaro is not just a threat to the Amazon.
He is a threat to the planet, precisely because
he is a threat to the Amazon. Confronted with
Bolsonarism’s accelerated forces of destruction,
all of us, of all nationalities, must emulate the
enslaved Africans who rebelled against their
oppressors. We must forge communities like
those established by Brazil’s escaped slaves.
And since we don’t know how to do this, we will
have to be humble enough to learn with those
who do.
What is best, and most powerful, about
today’s Brazil and the Amazon, in all its regions,
are the peripheries that demand to be the
centre. Our best chance lies in joining forces
with the real centre of the world where the battle
for the future is being waged.

J

ONATHAN
Watts
wrote
“Amazon
fires:
what
is
happening and is there
anything
we
can
do?”
on
www.theguardian.com
He asked why people should be worried
about the blazes and increased deforestation in

Brazil.
Thousands of fires are burning in Brazil,
many of them in the world’s biggest rainforest,
which is sending clouds of smoke across the
region and pumping alarming quantities of
carbon into the world’s atmosphere.
Does this happen every year? Yes, but
some areas have suffered far more than usual.
In the worst-affected Brazilian state of
Amazonas, the peak day in August was 700%
higher than the average for the same date over
the past 15 years. In other states, the amount of
ash and other particulates in August has hit the
highest level since 2010.
Most of the fires are agricultural, either
smallholders burning stubble after harvest, or
farmers clearing forest for cropland. Illegal landgrabbers also destroy trees so they can raise
the value of the property they seize. However,
they are manmade and mostly deliberate.
Unlike the huge recent blazes in Siberia and
Alaska, the Amazon fires are very unlikely to
have been caused by lightning.
Is the entire forest ablaze? No. Satellite
monitoring experts say the images of an entire
forest ablaze are exaggerated. A great deal of
misinformation has been spread by social
media, including the use of striking images from
previous years’ burning seasons. This week (the
last week in August), there are more large fires
in Colombia and eastern Brazil than in the
Amazon. Most of the agricultural burn-offs are in
deforested areas, but there are also fires in
protected reserves.
Do we need to worry about oxygen? No.
Although some reports have claimed the
Amazon produces 20% of the world’s oxygen, it
is not clear where this figure originated. The true
figure is likely to be no more than 6%, according
to climate scientists such as Michael Mann and
Jonathan Foley. Even if it were accurate, the
crops being planted in the cleared forest areas
would also produce oxygen – quite likely at
higher levels. So although the burning of the
rainforest is worrying for many reasons, there is
no need to worry about an oxygen shortage.
We should still be extremely concerned. The
fires are mostly illegal and they are degrading
the world’s biggest terrestrial carbon sink and
most important home for biodiversity. They also
contribute to a more important trend, which is an
alarming rise in deforestation. Scientists say the
Amazon is approaching a tipping point, after
which it will irreversibly degrade into a dry
savannah. At a time when the world needs
billions more trees to absorb carbon and
stabilise the climate, the planet is losing its
biggest rainforest.
In July, deforestation spiked to a level not
seen in more than a decade. According to
preliminary satellite data from Brazil’s space
agency, trees were being cleared at the rate of
five football pitches every minute. Over the
single month, 2,254 km² (870 sq miles) were
lost, a rise of 278% on the same month last year.
Scientists say this year could be the first for 10
years in which 10,000 km² of Amazon are lost.
The situation was far worse in the 1990s and
early 2000s, but Brazil won international kudos
after that by slowing deforestation by 80%
between 2005 and 2014. This was done with
strict monitoring, better policing and stiffer
penalties, but that system has been eroded in
recent years and many fear a return to the
alarming levels of forest loss that occurred two
decades ago.
Jair Bolsonaro has made things a lot worse
by weakening the environment agency,
attacking conservation NGOs and promoting the
opening of the Amazon to mining, farming and
logging. The far-right leader has dismissed
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satellite data on deforestation and fired the head
of the space agency, but it is not solely his fault.
The agricultural lobby is powerful in Brazil and it
has steadily eroded the protection system that
was
so
successful
from
2005-2014.
Deforestation crept up in the past five years
under the previous presidents Dilma Rousseff
and Michel Temer. The rate has accelerated
rapidly in the first eight months of Bolsonaro’s
rule, but this is not just about him, politics or
Brazil. There are also huge fires in Bolivia, which
has a left-wing populist president.
The UN secretary general and many world
leaders and celebrities have expressed
concern. The Amazon was high on the agenda
for G7 leaders at a summit in France at the end
of August. They made a strong statement
condemning the recent increase in deforestation
and urged Brazil to restore the Amazon
protections that previously made the country a
global environmental leader.
Unfortunately, that was not enough. The
priority should have been building a buffer
against the tipping point and drawing down
emissions, which means not just protection of
the Amazon but massive reforestation. That will
require far more financial support than anything
seen until now. For it to be effective,
governments will also need to align their
environment and trade policies. Currently
countries like the UK spend small sums on
overseas conservation, then promote billions of
dollars-worth of trade in beef, soy, timber,
minerals and other products that undermine
Amazon protection efforts. Politicians should
also listen more to the voices of the people who
live in the forest, such as indigenous groups and
riverine communities.
The most important actions are political and
collective. Join a party or campaign group that
makes the Amazon a priority. Through these
groups, urge your elected representatives to
block trade deals with countries that destroy
their forests and to provide more support for
countries that expand tree cover.
Apart from this, donate to organisations that
support the forest, forest dwellers and
biodiversity, including Instituto Socioambiental,
Amazon Watch, WWF, Greenpeace, Imazon,
International Rivers and Friends of the Earth.
As consumers, think twice before buying
Brazilian beef or other products unless certified
by groups such as Rainforest Alliance. The
Amazon connection is not always obvious.
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N a follow-up article a few days
later titled “Amazon rainforest
fires: Brazil to reject $20m
pledged by G7”, Jonathan reported
on the outcome of the G7.
A senior Brazilian official has told
Emmanuel Macron to take care of “his home
and his colonies” as Brazil rejected an offer from
G7 countries of $20m (£16m) to help fight fires
in the Amazon.
“We appreciate [the offer], but maybe those
resources are more relevant to reforest Europe,”
Onyx Lorenzoni, the chief of staff to President
Jair Bolsonaro, told the G1 news website.
Leaders of the G7 countries made the aid
offer at a weekend summit in the French city of
Biarritz hosted by the French president, who
had put the fires high on the agenda.
Environmental campaigners have dismissed the
sum as “chump change”.
“Macron cannot even avoid a foreseeable
fire in a church that is a world heritage site,”
Lorenzoni said in a reference to the blaze that
devastated the Notre Dame cathedral in April.
“What does he intend to teach our country?

Brazil is a democratic, free nation that never had
colonialist and imperialist practices, as perhaps
is the objective of the Frenchman Macron.”
The Brazilian presidency later confirmed the
comments to Agence France-Presse.
Brazil’s environment minister, Ricardo
Salles, had earlier told reporters that his country
welcomed the G7 funding, but after a meeting
between Bolsonaro and his ministers, the
Brazilian government changed course.
The announcement of the $20m assistance
package was the most concrete outcome of the
three-day G7 summit of major industrialised
democracies in Biarritz and aimed to give
money to Amazonian nations such as Brazil and
Bolivia, primarily to pay for more firefighting
planes.
Tensions have risen between France and
Brazil after Macron tweeted that the fires
burning in the Amazon basin amounted to an
international crisis and should be discussed as
a top priority at the G7 summit. Bolsonaro
reacted by accusing Macron of having a
“colonialist mentality”.
Speaking on French TV, Macron reiterated
that the Amazon was a global issue and
intensified his criticism of Bolsonaro.
Macron said “We respect your sovereignty.
It’s your country, but the trees in the Amazon are
the lungs of the planet. The Amazon forest is a
subject for the whole planet. We can help you
reforest. We can find the means for your
economic development that respects the natural
balance, but we cannot allow you to destroy
everything.”
He also acknowledged that Europe, by
importing soya from Brazil, was not without
blame for the agricultural pressure on the
rainforest, saying: “We are partly complicit.”
The diplomatic row between the leaders had
escalated earlier in the day, when Macron
condemned Bolsonaro for what he called
“extraordinarily rude” comments made about his
wife, Brigitte, after the Brazilian president
expressed approval online for a Facebook post
implying that Brigitte Macron was not as goodlooking as his own wife, Michelle.
“He has made some extraordinarily rude
comments about my wife,” Macron said at a
press conference in Biarritz when asked to react
to statements about him by the Brazilian
government. “What can I say? It’s sad. It’s sad
for him firstly, and for Brazilians,” he added.

Macron said he hoped for the sake of the
Brazilian people “that they will very soon have a
president who behaves in the right way”.
The US president, Donald Trump, skipped
the summit session aimed at finding solutions to
global heating through tree planting and shifting
from fossil fuels to wind energy. In a press
conference after the summit, he was dismissive
of efforts to change direction.
“I feel the US has tremendous wealth … I’m
not going to lose that wealth on dreams, on
windmills – which, frankly, aren’t working too
well,” he said. “I think I know more about the
environment than most.”
Environmental groups said G7’s emergency
fire aid was insufficient and failed to address the
trade and consumption drivers of deforestation.
“The offer of $20m is chump change,
especially as the crisis in the Amazon is directly
linked to overconsumption of meat and dairy in
the UK and other G7 countries,” said Richard
George, the head of forests for Greenpeace UK.

Oh, how worrying it is that world
leaders place more importance on
insulting each other’s wives than
finding a solution to a problem that
threatens all of our futures … not to
mention our children’s.

A

N article by Helena Horton
published on the Telegraph
website reported that the
head of Natural England said that
England's nature reserves are becoming overgrown and unloved
because of a lack of government
funding.
Tony Juniper, who assumed the role earlier
this year, tweeted photographs from his visits to
National Nature Reserves over the weekend,
which show ivy climbing over signs which
haven't been updated in over a decade.
He tweeted: "A quick visit to Bedford
Purlieus National Nature Reserve en route back
from The Birdfair. What a treasure. We need to
invest more into such places and come up with
more ambitious plans for reconnecting ancient
woodland fragments, as could be done in this
landscape."
Signs on the site say the reserve is
managed by two organisations which ceased to
exist at least 13 years ago.
Nature campaigner Miles King replied: "The
sign is a good indicator for how long England's
NNRs have been starved of resources. Neither
organisation on it (English Nature 1990-2005
and Forest Enterprise 1996-2003) has existed
for at least 13 years."
Mr Juniper agreed, replying: "Yes. Here’s
another picture that tells a similar story. We
need to invest more as a nation into our NNRs,
the jewels in the crown of England’s Nature. I
and Natural England colleagues will be making
the case for more resources to undertake that
and other vital basic functions."
The head of Natural England has been
campaigning for more resources to go into
nature and he spoke of this at an event with
Carrie Symonds, the partner of Boris Johnson,
at the Bird Fair last month.
He suggested "rewilding" the greenbelt,
explaining: "There is a really powerful agenda
now linked to public health, that I think we can
use to encourage more greening of cities and
greening the edge of cities… We have a
massive pile of data that one of the ways you
can reduce the rise of [in-activity] trends is by
facilitating access to the environment.
4

"So, we’ve got a fantastic economic and
business case which is about reconnecting
people with nature, about public health… One
policy I would like us to think about is rewilding
greenbelts, so the bits right next to the cities."
There are currently 224 NNRs in England
with a total area of over 94,400 hectares, and
Natural England manages about two-thirds of
these. The remaining reserves are managed by
organisations approved by Natural England, for
example, the National Trust, Forestry
Commission, RSPB, Wildlife Trusts and local
authorities.
A Defra spokesperson said: “Our groundbreaking 25 Year Environment Plan sets
ambitious goals for nature and biodiversity in
England to improve our precious environment
exemplified by our National Nature Reserves.
“The NNR Strategy seeks to put our
reserves at the heart of nature recovery by
working in partnership to connect and enhance
the management of sites, extend boundaries to
achieve wider landscape gains in surrounding
areas, and offer increased opportunities to learn
and engage with the natural environment.”
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HERE is no doubt that we are
at crisis point. We must act
NOW if we are to pull back
from this terrifying precipice and
there are things that you and I can
do.
For a start we can eat less. If each of us
halved the amount of red meat we consume it
would make a big difference. Better still, follow
me and eat a vegetarian diet. Believe me, you
will feel better in body and soul.
If your MP can be torn away from this awful
Brexit lark then tell him or her what you think and
urge the government to take serious action.
Refuse to buy goods in plastic wrapping.
Believe me, if we all did that then in weeks the
manufacturers would find a better, recyclable
alternative.
Think how that burger you are eating was
made. Where did the beef come from? How
much forest was cleared because of it?
Rest assured, Broadsheet will continue to
publish articles on this subject and inform you of
the culprits and how they just don’t care.

W

E are approaching a busy
time with our AGM and
East Anglian Regional
Forum being the main events.
I do hope to see as many of you as possible
at both events. If you attend nothing else during
the year then you should attend these … and
not only because I’ve worked very hard to
organise them both!
This will be our first AGM and your chance
to let your Executive Committee know what you
think of the way we have managed your
Network. If you feel that strongly it will also be
your opportunity to elect a different committee.
It’s you Network.
In addition, representative from the Tree
Council will be there so you can let them know
what you think of the work they do. Perhaps you
think they are barking up the wrong tree (it’s the
way I tell ‘em!!) so it will be your opportunity to
let them know.
Broadsheet will keep you up to date with
developments of course, so you need to make
sure you read it.
For now, enjoy this issue of your magazine.
All the best
John Fleetwood

Trump’s Great American Forest Liquidation Sale
By Paul Koberstein and Jessica Applegate published on Cascadia Times
HE millions of tourists cruising through North America’s last intact temperate rainforest
in south-east Alaska soak up dark green conifers as far as the eye can see, but a troubling
side of this chilly landscape also comes into view. Swathes of Alaska yellow cedars have
lost their needles and turned a deathly brown. Scientists say the cedar cannot handle the
changing climate, placing it at an ever-increasing risk for extinction.

T

On a recent ferry ride through
Peril Strait, a narrow 40-mile-long
passageway north of Sitka, two
Cascadia Times reporters spotted a
gigantic brown bear foraging near
stands of dead cedars, clearly
oblivious to another emerging
threat. Government bureaucrats
want to let the timber industry
liquidate its wild Chicagof Island
habitat. Someday soon, the view
from cruise ships could include
clear-cuts but no bears.
During its first two years in office, the Trump
administration kept under wraps plans for
federal forests, unlike its very public push to
pump up the oil, gas and coal industries and
open disregard for climate change.
In August, however, the administration
unveiled a proposal giving the timber industry
access to ancient old-growth trees within the
nation’s 50 million acres of wild, intact forests,
known as roadless areas. The proposal came to
life in January when Alaska Gov Bill Walker
petitioned the US Forest Service to remove
protection from south-east Alaska’s Tongass
National Forest.
The idea is already controversial in ways
reminiscent of the timber wars that roiled the
Pacific North-west 30 years ago. The scheme
could extend to Utah, where Gov Gary Herbert
is seeking a similar exemption, and possibly all
other national forests.
“If they can strip roadless protection from
the Tongass, no National Forest is safe,” said
Buck Lindekugel, grassroots attorney for the
South-East Alaska Conservation Council
(SEACC), an environmental advocacy group
based in Juneau.
Dru Fenster, a Forest Service spokesperson in Juneau, said the 9.2 million roadless
acres on the Tongass include about 4.2 million
acres of damp muskeg bogs, alpine lakes,
steep-walled fjords, majestic mountains and
tidewater glaciers. The remaining 5 million acres
contain valuable old-growth trees, including
Alaska yellow cedar, western red cedar,
mountain hemlock and Sitka spruce, some as
old as 1,000 years of age.
Logging these mature stands could
exacerbate climate change as well as cripple
south-east Alaska’s booming recreation and
tourism industries, damage a world-class
salmon fishing industry and threaten the survival
of all kinds of wildlife, not just brown bears.
Proponents claim opening roadless areas of
the Tongass to logging would help revive
Southeast Alaska’s sagging timber industry.
Economists say logging here is extremely
expensive, given the mountainous topography
and isolation from markets. In fact, logging in the

Tongass is impossible without massive
subsidies. US taxpayers paid billions of dollars
over the last 70 years to clear cut its pristine old
growth forests, seeing only meagre financial
returns.
Most of the largest and most valuable trees
have already been removed, a process known
as “high-grading.” The Alaska timber industry
wants taxpayers to pay for new roads providing
access to remaining commercially valuable
trees.
“We are talking about multiple billions of
taxpayer dollars to clear cut old growth forests
and cause major environmental degradation,”
said Dr Evan Hjerpe, a resource economist and
author of a report on Tongass economics for
The Wilderness Society.
The National Forest Roadless Area
Conservation Policy banning roadbuilding and
logging in designated wild, intact forests is one
of the most important conservation measures in
US history, alongside the creation of national
parks and wilderness. The government held
more than 600 public hearings around the
nation, and the public provided more than 1.6
million mostly positive comments on the rule.
More comments than any other rule in the
nation’s history. Based on this overwhelming
public support, the Forest Service under
President Bill Clinton approved protection of
these areas in 2001.
Gutting the roadless rule falls neatly in line
with Trump’s callous disregard for the environment, starting with his decision to roll back
Obama-era policies curbing climate change. He
also dismantled the US Environmental
Protection Agency, scaled back national
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monuments, dumped fuel mileage standards,
and axed regulations curbing carbon and
mercury pollution, to name just a few.
It’s taken a couple years, but the Trump
environmental doomsday machine is finally
rolling at full speed.
Avoiding carbon emissions from forests “is
just as urgent” as halting fossil fuel use,
according to a group of 40 leading climate
scientists from Harvard, Duke, the University of
Virginia and other universities in five countries.
Cutting down old-growth forests like the
Tongass will increase the deadly consequences
of climate change.
“By destroying forests, we not only emit
carbon dioxide but also lose the role forests
play, through photosynthesis, in taking carbon
dioxide out of the atmosphere,” the scientists
said in the statement issued by the San
Francisco-based Climate and Land Use
Alliance.
Data show reforestation and improving
forest management together provide 18% of
mitigation needed by 2030 to maintain a liveable
climate.
Getting rid of the roadless rule, the scientists
said, would accelerate global warming by
removing large old trees that are capable of
trapping far more carbon pollution than younger,
second-growth forests. Protecting large old
trees that absorb carbon pollution will be critical
to any plan rescuing the planet from the
onslaught of hurricanes, wildfires and flooding
caused by higher temperatures. These forests
also provide a refuge for wildlife in a hotter and
drier climate, but only if left standing.
As noted climate activist and author Bill

McKibben wrote recently, “The Trump
administration knows the planet is going to boil.
It doesn’t care.”
Few forests anywhere on the planet play a
greater role in helping mitigate climate change
than the Tongass. The Tongass retains more
atmospheric carbon than any forest in the
United States, said Dr Dominick DellaSalla,
chief scientist with Geos Institute, a scientific
think tank based in Ashland, Oregon.
“Because it is one of the world’s last
relatively intact temperate rainforests, and it has
a maritime climate, the Tongass is Alaska’s first
line of climate change defence and a climate
refuge for its world-class salmon and wildlife
populations,” DellaSalla wrote in 2016.
Alaska is already experiencing a 3ºF
warming since 1949, according to the Alaska
Climate Research Center. DellaSalla says this
temperature increase, the nation’s largest over
that period of time, has led to severe long-term
consequences including melting glaciers,
coastal erosion, and the die-off of the yellow
cedar.
Alaskan yellow cedar, actually a cypress,
features a durable light yellow heartwood often
used in boats, bridges and landscaping.
In 2014, the Center for Biological Diversity,
an advocacy group, petitioned the US Fish and
Wildlife Service to protect the Alaska yellow
cedar under the Endangered Species Act
because of ongoing threats from climate change
and logging. The Fish and Wildlife Service has
yet to announce a decision, but Paul Hennon, a
retired Forest Researcher who linked the yellow
cedar die-off to climate change, doubts the
troubled tree could go extinct any time soon
because its range is “impressively large,”
extending as far south as Northern California.
Forests like the Tongass are the last refuge
for the planet’s at-risk species. The Tongass
provides prime habitat for the rare Alexander
Archipelago wolf and its prey, the Sitka blacktailed deer. Many scientists say at least half of
the planet’s land and seas must be protected in
order to avert mass extinctions worldwide, an
argument advanced by noted biologist E O
Wilson in his 2016 book, Half-Earth: Our
Planet’s Fight for Life.
Reversing the roadless rule contradicts
critical parts of the 2016 Tongass National
Forest plan. The plan allows logging in 73 watersheds identified as critical spawning habitat for
five types of salmon: king (Chinook), pink,
sockeye, coho and chum, as well as for steelhead and cutthroat trout. Based on a collaborative advisory process, the forest plan classified
these watersheds, 86% of which are fully within
roadless areas, as “unsuitable” for logging.
Anyone traveling down a logging road to get
to a wilderness trailhead sees how public lands
are carved up with roads. Today, more than
5,000 miles of logging roads crisscross the
Tongass National Forest, fragmenting valuable
wildlife habitat, threatening salmon by blocking
fish passage, and serving as the primary source
of sediment into fish streams. Roads enable
poaching of game, trigger landslides, and
provide a path for invasion of exotic species and
diseases.
Roads devastate salmon, sais Dr John
Schoen, a retired wildlife ecologist and coauthor of a “conservation assessment” of southeast Alaska ecology published by The Nature
Conservancy and Audubon Alaska. Schoen
also co-authored Audubon Alaska’s Ecological
Atlas of Southeast Alaska (Schoen is board
chairman of the organisation).
“The best way to ensure the highest level of
salmon conservation was to minimise road
development,” Schoen says. “For the highest

priority salmon watersheds, there is little doubt
that maintaining a roadless policy will maximize
conservation of salmon.”
However, Owen Graham, executive director
of the Alaska Forest Association, an industry
group, claims that fish populations on the
Tongass are about double what they were in
1954.
Schoen, though, notes that any jump in
salmon numbers in recent decades has been
due to a “huge” influx in the number of fish
grown in hatcheries. Moreover, salmon
scientists do not consider data collected before
Alaska joined the Union in 1959 to be reliable.
In the November mid-term election, Alaska
voters rejected “Yes for Salmon,” a ballot
measure to give strong legal protection for
salmon habitat for the first time in state history.
Co-sponsored by SalmonState, an advocacy
group based in Juneau, the measure would
have made it tougher for industries like timber,
mining, and oil and gas to disturb salmon
habitat. Campaign Director Ryan Schryver says
opponents spent $12.5 million to kill the
measure, far more than the $2 million spent by
supporters.
“The opposition spent a lot of money making
people nervous wondering what the unintended
consequences might be,” he said.
On a recent afternoon at the Pioneer Bar in
the heart of Sitka, Cascadia Times reporters met
with a group of a half dozen local fishermen to
discuss the Roadless Rule. The conversation at
one point turned to the shrinking size of fish
netted in nearby marine waters.
Cheston Clark, 50, a commercial fisherman
for most of his life, said he wasn’t sure whether
to support or oppose the rule change, but
expressed contempt for a government that fails
to address climate change or protect salmon
habitat. “You can’t be a fisherman and not
believe in climate change,” he said.
Each summer, 1.2 million visitors seek
adventure in the Tongass National Forest and
they don’t come for clear-cuts.
Sitka, a city of 8,000, sits at the western
edge of the Tongass. It is the heart of a vibrant
$2 billion-a-year tourism, hunting and fishing
economy. Here, the immediate concern is that
Trump’s plan could stiff-arm the 10,000 people
employed by these industries for the sake of a
handful of timber jobs.
Trump’s plan is not likely to employ many
new timber workers due, in part, to the fact the
Forest Service allows companies to export
100% of logs cut from the Tongass. Many of the
logs go to the only major sawmill still existing in
the Tongass, the Viking Lumber Co mill on
Prince Wales Island, which the company says
supports 150 jobs (though independent sources
suggest the number is closer to 35). Company
officials say the Viking mill is designed to
process only large old-growth trees and is not
capable of processing the smaller logs cut from
younger, or second-growth, forests.
Small specialty mills in nearby towns like
Hoonah, Tenakee Springs and Wrangell also
claim a share. Alcan Forest Products, a log
export business based in Vancouver, BC,
gobbles up most of the remaining logs and ships
them overseas for milling.
For many years, the timber industry
employed less than 1% of the workforce in
south-east Alaska. In 2017, for example, the
timber industry employed just 220 people, way
down from levels as high as 1,800 in the 1990s,
according to Dan Robinson of the state
Department
of
Labor
and
Workforce
Development. At one time timber was a leading
employer in the state, “but has been more of a
niche industry for quite a while now,” he said.
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“The economy of south-east Alaska has
moved on,” said Hunter McIntosh, a vocal critic
of the plan to roll-back the roadless rule. He is
president of The Boat Company, a non-profit
educational organisation that has been offering
eco-cruises throughout south east Alaska since
1979.
“I believe the intent all along is to try to bring
back clear cuts of old,” McIntosh says. “Tongass
timber is not financially feasible in today’s
market, yet tourism is consistently growing, and
travellers want to see wilderness, wild places,
old growth forests, not clear cuts.”
Davey Lubin, runs Esther G Sea Tours and
Taxi, a small eco-tour business based in on
Baranof Island, one of about 5,000 named and
unnamed islands in the Alexander Archipelago.
He notes that Alaska’s tourism economy needs
no public subsidies, unlike its timber industry.
“Nature is the most incredible bank,” he
says. “You just leave it alone and the interest
compounds naturally.”
The prime proponent of removing protection
for Alaska’s 110 designated roadless areas is
Gov Walker (an independent) who in October
suspended his campaign for a second term in
office. Walker aligns himself with the timber
industry, which has been suing to overturn the
roadless rule in the courts ever since President
Clinton adopted it in 2001.
Walker’s petition claims the roadless rule
has wrought “devastating socioeconomic
impacts on south-east Alaska.”
“The petition argues that the extensive
damage resulting from the application of the
roadless rule to the social and economic fabric
of south-east Alaska is as real today as it was
15 years ago,” said Heidi Hanson, deputy
commissioner of state lands in Alaska.
However, Hjerpe, the Idaho economist, said
the petition provides “zero evidence” the
Roadless Rule damages Alaska’s economy.
The eight-page petition mentions the word
“timber” 25 times but says nothing about
potential impacts on climate, wildlife or tourism.
This autumn, the Forest Service aired the
proposal at 12 public hearings from Sitka to
Washington DC. More than 33,000 people
submitted written comments, the vast majority in
favour of retaining the rule as is, but the Forest
Service produced no audio or video recordings
of any hearing.
“The state should have consulted the
citizens of south-east Alaska before it filed the
petition,” said Larry Edwards of Alaska
Rainforest Defenders, an advocacy group
based in Sitka. “That is apparent from the
strong, angry, nearly universal backlash. It is
appalling that there is no official record of what
was said at those meetings.”
“We are really early in the process,” said
Earl Stewart, Supervisor of the Tongass
National Forest. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny
Perdue will announce a final decision in mid2020. Before then, the Forest Service will
prepare an environmental impact statement
(EIS). The public will be able to comment on the
draft EIS next summer.
Alaska’s congressional delegation, led by
Sen. Lisa Murkowski, strongly supports the
petition to open roadless areas on the Tongass
to logging.
Native corporations such as the Juneaubased Sealaska Corp also want to log the
roadless areas, but many Alaska Natives are
staunchly opposed, including Wanda Culp, a
Tlingit artist and activist who lives in Hoonah, a
small village west of Juneau.
“If you can’t relate to what you are
destroying, then you are doing a thoughtless
thing with no heart, and that’s what we are doing

now,” said Culp. “The message we have to get
out is the Earth is in peril. It’s been manipulated,
mishandled and abused by people who don’t
care. We need to protect it.”
Even some timber companies oppose
Trump’s clear-cutting plans, including Tenakee
Logging, a small family-owned business in
Tenakee Springs, located about 70 miles northeast of Sitka. Owner Gordon Chew says his
business model is based not upon mass
resource extraction but rather “a selective
approach” that leaves a viable stand of timber in
every one of our small cutting units.
“Clear-cutting is a process of deforestation
and although it is still allowed and practiced in
our old growth forests of Alaska, it should not
be,” Chew said. “A mile of road here or there
could help us family loggers but we are not
willing to open that door, as who knows what it
will bring?”
For more than two centuries government
powers located thousands of miles away
controlled south-east Alaska, starting in the
1790s when Russians in search of otter furs first
settled here and continuing now, ironically,
under Trump.
From the start, relations between the
Russians and the native Tlingit, Haida and
Tsimshian people were often tense. In 1802, a
dispute escalated into armed conflict. Tlingit
warriors drove the Russians out of Sheetʼká
Xʼáatʼi, the native village now known as Sitka.
Two years later the Russian imperial navy
returned. This time the intruders drove the
Tlingits deep into the surrounding woods,
separating them from the place that had always
sustained them with abundant salmon and
venison.
The Russians renamed the settlement
Novoarkhangelsk and established it as the
capital of Russian America. In 1867, with
Alaska’s population of sea otters nearly wiped
out, Russia sold Alaska to the United States for
a mere $7.2 million. Every 18 October, Alaskans
celebrate the transfer as “Alaska Day,” but many
Tlingits view it sadly as the day they lost their
homeland.
Starting in 1902, President Teddy Roosevelt
began conserving Southeast Alaska’s forests,
starting with the Alexander Archipelago forest
reserve. At the time, Sitka was still Alaska’s
capital, which was relocated to nearby Juneau
in 1906.
In 1907 Roosevelt established the Tongass
National Forest by proclamation. President
Calvin Coolidge later added 1.1 million acres to
the Tongass, bringing its total size to 16.75
million acres, slightly larger than the entire state
of West Virginia. The Tongass now covers about
80 percent of the south-east Alaska panhandle.
Later, however, presidents did not share
Roosevelt’s environmental ethic, viewing the
Tongass as little more than an inventory of logs
to be fed to a rapacious timber industry
controlled by distant corporations.
The wholesale removal of trees in the
Tongass began in earnest in 1951 during the
Eisenhower administration when it signed 50year contracts with two large paper mills, one in
Sitka and the other at the southern tip of the
Tongass in Ketchikan. The mills converted the
same forest that long ago shielded the Tlingits
from armed Russians into pulp and saw logs to
rebuild Japan’s post war economy.
The mills were money-losing ventures from
the start. In 1980, President Jimmy Carter
signed the Alaska National Interest Lands
Conservation Act (ANILCA), which explicitly
subsidized the mills to the tune of $40 million a
year, legalising subsidies they had already been
receiving through creative Forest Service

bookkeeping, but Congress repealed the
subsidies in 1990 when it passed the Tongass
Timber Reform Act over the stiff objections of
the entire Alaskan congressional delegation. By
1996, both mills had closed.
Despite the mill closures, trees in the
Tongass continued to fall and the federal
treasury continued to lose money on its timber
sales. Rather than process the logs locally,
timber operators simply exported them to Asia,
but logging slowed down further after 2001
when the Clinton administration approved the
rule banning logging and new roads in roadless
areas.
If Clinton had not acted, the timber industry
was on course to cut down 400,000 acres of oldgrowth in the Tongass every decade. Trump’s
rule change could complete the liquidation of all
the remaining commercially valuable old-growth
in the Tongass in just a few decades.
“These last remaining wild areas are
precious to millions of Americans and key to
protecting clean water and abundant wildlife
habitat, and providing recreation opportunities,”
Clinton said at the time. “These unspoiled
places must be managed through science, not
politics.”
Federal rules are only temporary though.
One president’s regulations can easily be
reversed by the next, supposedly only with
adequate justification.
When the Trump administration announced
in August its plan to allow logging and roadbuilding to resume in wild parts of the Tongass,
it signalled that the forest once again was at risk
of being managed by politics rather than
science. And outside forces could exert even
more control over what happens in south-east
Alaska.
Logging is already allowed on portions of
the Tongass outside of its 110 roadless areas.
For example, the Forest Service is expected to
announce a decision soon to approve a massive
timber sale project in a roaded area on Prince of
Wales Island, located about 100 miles south of
Sitka. The Prince of Wales Island timber sale
would be the largest in the United States in more
than 30 years, according to Holly Harris, an
attorney with the Juneau office of Earthjustice,
an environmental law firm.
Forest Service records show about 94% of
the contiguous stands of large old-growth trees
on Prince of Wales Island have been logged
since 1954.
“The Prince of Wales timber sale project is
the most destructive old-growth logging project
that the Forest Service has proposed anywhere
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in the country in decades,” Harris said. “The
timber industry already logged the very best
habitat on Prince of Wales and now the Trump
administration is going to let the timber industry
wipe out what little remains to be logged, all in
the interest of corporate greed.”
Like all logging on the Tongass, the Prince
of Wales timber sale project is expected to be a
huge money loser for the federal treasury. The
costs of preparing the sale and building 164
miles of roads needed to access the area’s 600
million board feet of timber is likely to exceed
revenues by $422 million, according to an
analysis by Taxpayers for Common Sense, an
advocacy group. The group obtained the data
after filing a Freedom of Information request with
the Forest Service.
Between 2005 and 2014, timber companies
paid the Forest Service only 9 cents for every
dollar the government spent preparing timber
sales in the Tongass National Forest, according
a 2016 report by the US Government
Accountability Office (GAO).
Building roads on the Tongass cost about
$250,000 per mile. But the GAO report did not
include the cost of building roads. Taxpayers for
Common Sense says that if roadbuilding costs
were added, timber sales on the Tongass have
lost more than $25 million per year since 1999.
Moreover, if implemented, the Trump plan
to roll-back the Roadless Rule in Alaska would
increase financial losses from Tongass timber
sales “substantially,” says Ryan Alexander,
director of the taxpayer group.
Despite the subsidies, timber companies
are not exactly standing in line for a chance to
bid on cheap Tongass timber. In recent years,
no one offered a bid on nearly half of all Tongass
National Forest timber sales. And of the timber
that did sell, many of the timber operators
defaulted.
Earthjustice’s Harris said the Forest Service
recently spent $3.1 million constructing logging
roads on Kuiu Island south-east of Sitka but
received no bids for the timber. The agency
estimated that the sale would have generated a
return of only $195,000, or about 6 cents on the
dollar.
Public Employees for Environmental Ethics,
an advocacy group based in Washington DC,
has found that timber sales on the Tongass
were ecological as well as financial debacles,
says Jeff Ruch, the group’s executive director.
“This national forest runs major commercial
timber sales like a cookie jar without a lid,” Ruch
said.

The Future of Tree Wardening

Y

OU all know very well that I am most concerned for the future of tree wardening and, in
particular, for the future of the Broadland Network. It’s not just the mechanics of coordinating this Network but increasingly (and particularly since becoming the East
Anglian representative on The Tree Council’s Pilot Advisory Group (PAG)) the attitude of an
increasing number of Tree Wardens
I remember those halcyon days
when our Network, under Maggie
MacQueen at Broadland District
Council, was new and ALL the Tree
Wardens (or Parish Tree Wardens
as we were in those days) were
overflowing with enthusiasm.
Today, alas, much of that enthusiasm
appears to have dissipated. Where once our
monthly meetings were full to the rafters, we
now struggle to make double figures and we
have reached the stage where even I (the
eternal optimist) can no longer see the point in
arranging them.
Every month in this publication I request …
indeed plead … for your comments, good or
bad. I rarely receive them so, right or wrong, I
can only assume that you are happy with
Broadsheet and you have no views on the
comments and opinions I express. However, I
can’t help but think that your “satisfaction” is
actually apathy. Most worrying for me is that it
appears that apathy has spread right across the
national Tree Warden scheme.
Locally, our neighbours in South Norfolk
struggled to find half a dozen volunteers to form
a committee, whilst down in Suffolk Frances
Jannaway deserves a medal for her sterling
efforts to single-handedly run a county-wide
Network of around 200 Tree Wardens.
I attend meetings of PAG and even there I
listen to people who appear to only be interested
in saying what the Tree Council doesn’t do
rather than constructively suggesting what we
all really need to do as a collective group. I
spend four or five hours travelling there full of
anticipation and ideas, only to spend the return
journey (and some considerable time after)
disappointed, somewhat deflated and very
worried. I have sat at a meeting table with
people who are responsible for representing
Networks in their regions, but appear more
interested in criticising and putting across their
personal opinions.
Not all members of PAG do that of course.
It is a minority, but they are the vocal ones while
others sit there rolling their eyes and shaking
their heads as we watch the time go by with only
half the agenda covered.
I am aware that at each meeting I have
made a statement that upset that vocal majority.
I don’t know why I upset people when I open my
big mouth, but I do!! At the first meeting I stated
“the public and local authorities have yet to
appreciate what Tree Wardens can deliver and
Tree Wardens have yet to deliver what they
can.” Then, at the second meeting, I stated
“don’t ask what the Tree Council can do for you,
but what can you do for the Tree Council”.
Both statements will upset many of you, I
know, just as when I said that “we need to
remove the deadwood from our Network”.
However, I said those things in all sincerity and
I totally stand by them.
In recent months I have seen examples

conservation projects that well-meaning
members of the public and parish councils have
carried out and proposed without involving their
Tree Warden, or perhaps because they don’t
have a Tree Warden. The results were mostly
nothing short of a disaster.
I don’t blame those who gave their time “for
the benefit of their community” without
consulting their Tree Warden. They did so,
maybe, because the Tree Warden had such a
low profile or did so little. Did they actually know
that they had a Tree Warden?
The problem is that enthusiasm is a most
dangerous thing when it comes to conservation.
The well-meaning wish to “tidy” a site can be
catastrophic for wildlife. That “overgrown area
of nettles and bramble” that would “look much
better with flowers planted there instead” was
actually a very important habitat for insects,
moths and butterflies, etc. It will, of course, take
a long time to restore that habitat … if ever!
“All that brushwood and that pile of old logs
look a mess and could do with burning” shows a
total lack of knowledge and appreciation of what
habitats such areas provide.
“I am seeking volunteers to plant a thousand
trees around the village. We can easily find
sites for them” was another idea I recently came
across. Speaking to the Tree Warden, who
incidentally wasn’t consulted by the person who
suggested the idea or the parish council who
initially failed to seek his views either, we came
up with maybe 20 or 30 trees that could be
planted.
The person who made the suggestion (in all
good faith I must stress) failed to consider where
the funding for such a project would come from
or suggest suitable sites. A suggestion that
trees could be planted in hedgerows typified the
lack of thought or knowledge. Hedgerows are
owned by people. Maybe they don’t want trees
making it more difficult to flail them each year.
Furthermore, any idea of planting trees
adjacent to highways will require the parish
council to obtain a licence from the highway
authority (refer to the new Section 18 of the
Network Handbook) and the planting of trees on
amenity areas on housing estates will always
start a war!
We must also consider the fact that one
must always plant the right tree in the right
place. A leylandii in a hedgerow or on an
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amenity area (or anywhere other than a bonfire
come to that) fails on both counts as would any
proposal to plant “disease-resistant ash”. Yes.
No such thing exists at present!!
Of course, such “problems” may arise
because the Tree Warden was not sufficiently
active or, most commonly, nobody had heard of
him or her. In one of the cases I have highlighted, the Tree Warden recently replaced one
who was not active and it will take him some
time to raise the profile of the position, although
his knowledge will soon help to remedy that!
Ok. I’ve vented my spleen, so what do I
suggest we all do about it? I’m so glad you
asked as I wanted a way to present my plan!!
TREE WARDENS MUST ONCE MORE
HAVE FULL EFFECT.
Back in the day (oh, I hate that phrase) Tree
Wardens had a higher profile. I remember when
I was the Brundall Tree Warden, I used to
receive at least one request each week from a
parishioner wanting help/advice on a tree
matter. Sadly, that no longer happens.
Now, I know that some of you are carrying
out sterling work and I admire you, but many of
us could do more … couldn’t we?
With the government’s plans to greatly
increase tree planting in the coming years, Tree
Wardens have a vital role to play, but we need
to act now if we are to be ready to meet the
challenge. All of us must ensure that we have
events planned for “Seed Gathering Season”.
Get children out there collecting seed and
raising trees they can plant out. Liaise with your
local school.
Apply to the Network for funding for trees
that you can plant in your parish during the
planting season and get some volunteers to
help plant them. It’s another chance to involve
your local school and raise your profile.
“Walk in the Woods”. If you haven’t got a
wood through which you can lead a walk then
have a walk in the street where you can draw
attention to the magnificent trees that adorn our
parishes.
Raise awareness of the need to remember
that “Trees Love Care” so use that event to keep
a watch on our trees and give that bit of TLC.
Tree Charter Day this year will present our
Network with a wonderful opportunity to hold a
Network-wide event. We are now a Tree
Charter Branch and need to let our parishioners
know that. Any ideas?
Make sure that you attend this year’s East
Anglian Regional Tree Wardens’ Forum in
Reedham. Show us how much you care and
let’s put up a good show.
Let’s have everyone at our AGM. It’s your
Network, so come along and express your
views. Let your Executive Committee know how
you feel about the way it has performed. Let me
know how you feel about the way I have coordinated the Network.
I have to congratulate Angus Turvill and
Wroxham Parish Council on an exciting project
they’ve put together to improve Keys Hill Wood,
a small area of woodland that had become

somewhat neglected. Not only have they come
up with a plan to renovate the site and plant a
hundred trees, but they are involving the
community.
For starters, Broadland High School will be
at the centre of all stages of the project. They
will initially be given a talk about the value of
trees and the conservation of such areas. They
will spend time assisting in site preparation and
will be invited to come up with their own planting
plans. Needless to say, during the forthcoming
planting season they will help with the planting
and, following that, the essential aftercare.
Angus and his council also recognise the
need to involve the local community and his
project presents a wonderful opportunity to bring
together youth and the more mature members
of the parish. They will work together with the
adults providing help and guidance and pointing
out that the obvious isn’t always the best way
forward. However, I have no doubt though that
the school pupils will come up with some
valuable ideas that can be implemented.
The school pupils will be informed that they
are not planting for themselves or their children.
Indeed, they will be planting for their grandchildren and great grandchildren. That will be
their legacy and one to be proud of.
I’m sure that Angus will be pleased to
receive offers of help from you. A day would be
great, but even a morning of afternoon would be
so valuable. Those of you enjoying your days of
retirement may even care to join Angus in
supervising and advising the school pupils. It
could be fun and will be so worthwhile.
The Keys Hill Wood project is to be
commended but it can be even more value if the
Network as a whole supports it. Our projects
don’t only have to be in our parishes. Many
Networks work as teams across their areas and,
in so-doing, achieve a great deal. That’s not to
say that we ignore our parishes. They should
remain our priorities, but by working collectively
as a team we can achieve so much more.
Get together with your neighbouring
parishes and see what opportunities there are.
Those of you neighbouring Wroxham may care
to contact Angus, offer a morning or just meet
for a chat. Go on. Do it now!

T

HAT leads me to another
campaign I will be mounting.
Ok, some parishes don’t want
a Tree Warden, something that I
believe is very short-sighted!
However, several parishes really are trying
hard to recruit someone but have had no luck.
An e-mail I received recently from Jordana
Wheeler, Parish Clerk to Honingham Parish
Council, highlighted the problem facing the
smaller councils and it prompted me to consider
the way our Network is structured and how we
may improve/increase our coverage of parishes.
It appears that, whilst some parishes simply
don’t want a Tree Warden, others would like one
but cannot find a volunteer. Surely, this is some-

thing we should address as a matter of some
importance. We need to find a way of covering
those parishes that wish to be part of our
Network. It is a part of having maximum effect
and delivering a quality service to Broadland.
Jordana wrote:
“I have been reading the latest Broadsheet
and wondered whether you know if Honingham
has ever had a Tree Warden. When you set-up
your Network I asked Councillors but no one
knew whether we had or ever did have one. I
would like to propose that the Council consider
having one again, if we can find a volunteer.
“I also wondered whether it is possible to
have one who covers more than one parish as
there are many other small parishes near to us
and we are all potentially affected by the
Norwich Western Link and plans via the Greater
Norwich Local Plan, having a shared one might
make it easier to find a volunteer.
“Are you able to offer any advice/information
which might help?”
Jordana’s mail led me to consider this
problem and try to find ways to remedy it, but it
won’t be easy. Then again, I have always
believed that the best solutions take that bit
more effort.
Now, straight away the biggest obstacle to
Jordana’s idea of sharing wardens is that
Honingham is bounded by South Norfolk and,
as we all know, that is a different Network as
well as a different local authority. Yes I know
that Broadland and South Norfolk District
Councils are sharing services but there are still
fundamental differences. Currently we receive
financial support from Broadland District Council
while South Norfolk gives nothing to the South
Norfolk Tree Warden Network.
Of course, none of us know what will
happen next year with the current sharing of
resources between the two authorities. Will
South Norfolk get the same £3,000 per year that
we currently receive from Broadland District
Council, will we have to share that sum or will
we both get nothing? Who knows?
Whatever happens, there is an equally
challenging obstacle to overcome. Our Network
is structured and operates totally differently to
our South Norfolk neighbours and I think I can
guarantee from comments I’ve received from
many of you that the two Networks will remain
separate.
It was only a matter of months ago that the
91 South Norfolk Tree Wardens were unable to
muster just six of their number to form an
Executive Committee and enquired if they could
join us. Now, even though I am far from satisfied
with the efforts of our Network (will I ever be
satisfied??), I cannot envisage us having such
problems. So I won’t consider the South Norfolk
Network in this discussion.
When I was Brundall Tree Warden I also
covered Strumpshaw for two years. Now that I
am Tree Warden for Freethorpe I have agreed
to also cover Upton until they find someone
permanent. It’s not a new idea. No, it isn’t easy
and at times becomes quite difficult, but it works.
Furthermore, I am now one of Freethorpe’s
two Tree Wardens but I actually live 6½ miles
from there. After 8½ years I have yet to find a
problem with that … and more importantly I don’t
believe the parish has. So you don’t have to live
in a parish to be its Tree Warden.
Bex Cross, who I recently recruited for
Hellesdon, doesn’t live in that parish but is
already making plans for some really good tree
planting projects. Bex contacted me wishing to
become a Tree Warden but we already had
cover in her parish, so she readily agreed to
cover a parish where we didn’t have cover. That
despite the fact that she doesn’t drive and
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travels around by pedal cycle. Nevertheless, I
think it is working well and she is enjoying it.
Do you know someone who would like to be
a Tree Warden … or thinks they may like to be
… or you think you could persuade? Tell them
I have several parishes who will welcome them
if they care to contact me and if they live in
Honingham (or close by) then we’ll have a
party!!
I should point out at this stage that, since we
became an independent Network we are no
longer “Parish Tree Wardens”. Whilst parishes
may (or hopefully will) adopt the Tree Warden,
he or she is actually appointed by the Broadland
Tree Warden Network.
Since becoming a member of PAG I have
learned that several Networks are not parishbased but, instead, work as a team, carrying out
work all over their area. Whilst I am not
promoting that as a way in which we should
operate, we could share projects more. For
example, when I suggested that several of us
may like to work on Angus Turvill’s project in
Keys Hill Wood in Wroxham.
I honestly believe that if we are to be
successful in the future, both as a national force
and particularly as Broadland Tree Wardens,
then we must be willing to adapt. Yes, this
Network has enjoyed great success over the
years from the Margaret MacQueen days at
Broadland District Council to today and that
success is mainly due to the fact that we have
been willing to adapt to change.
Last November we underwent our biggest
change to date and one that, if I am totally
honest, I really didn’t believe we would survive,
but we became independent and we did survive.
Indeed, we did better than that. Nobody can
deny that, today, we are stronger that we have
ever been and let me assure you that we are
once more one of the best Networks in the
country. You don’t know how proud that makes
me when I attend PAG meetings.
Now, I think we need to adapt to another
change. Staying as we are, as successful as we
are, will mean that we shall go backwards. You
don’t succeed by standing still. When I was at
work (that does seem a long time ago now
(hooray!!)), if I introduced a new system on
Wednesday, I would start looking for its
successor on Thursday morning. You cannot
stand still and continue to be successful. As one
of my directors once said to me “You’re not
judged by what you’ve achieved today but by
what you will achieve tomorrow.”
So working together more often. Working
collectively. Working and sharing as a true
team. That’s the way forward. You retain your
independence within the parish to which you’ve
been allocated but some of your time will be
spent sharing with other wardens. Working on
their projects. Working as part of this great team
we are building in Broadland.
Needless to say, this is not an instruction to
you all on how we are to work. It is simply a
suggestion. My idea of how we can be even
better. Some of you may agree but I have no
doubt that some of you will totally disagree.
I am proposing this as a positive way
forward and will be grateful if you would share
your views with me. Have a good old rant if you
totally oppose the idea, but your argument will
have to be a very good one. It is, after all, your
Network.
However, give it some positive
thought and you may just see that there is
definite merit in the idea.
So there you have it. If you have a better
way forward then please let us know. If not, then
shall we give it a try?
I would love to report in next month’s
Broadsheet that I’ve just informed Jordana that

Honingham now has a Tree Warden … even if I
is “only” one of the neighbouring Tree Wardens
giving cover, or even a couple of neighbouring
Tree Wardens sharing the load.
One final point. I make no apologies for
“banging on” about our Network and how we
should improve it. The previous Broadland
District Council Network “stayed put” for several
years and what happened?
It gradually
decayed and then closed (no blame attached to
the Broadland District Council I must add).
Surely we don’t want to go through all of that
again do we?

W

HEN considering that you
appear not to want evening
meetings and following an
informal meeting I had over a
morning coffee with Richard Farley
(Brundall), I had an idea!
Many of us are retired while others are still
at work and pay their taxes to allow us older
ones to swan around doing what we please
when we please! Whatever your position, it may
be that rather than have formal meetings, you
may prefer an informal chat. “Have you seen
much ash dieback in your parish?” “Are you
planting much this year?” Such questions can
form the basis of a great informal chat.
So it was when I met Richard for a coffee …
or two … in a local establishment one morning
to discuss a problem he had. I found it most
enjoyable and it gave me an idea. What about
supplementing or even replacing our formal
meetings with a Tree Warden Mardle? I learned
the word “mardle” from that old Norfolk Boy
Crootie who never learned to talk proper like
what I does but has taught me some of his funny
words over the years.
By the way. For those of you who may not
know, “mardle” is, apparently, Norfolk/Suffolk
speak for a chat. A chin-wag!
Perhaps neighbouring parish Wardens may
like to meet for a coffee. It doesn’t have to be
during daytime. It could be in the evening of
course. Some may even invite Crootie, but
that’s not something I would recommend!
Besides, Crootie regularly has a mardle in his
local pub when he starts by talking rubbish and
after a few pints becomes totally incoherent,
Yes, I suppose Crootie and I do have a lot
in common really!
Anyway, if the idea of a Tree Warden Mardle
(with or without Crootie … or me) appeals to you
then contact a few people and see what
response you get. I am more than willing to start
a “mardle column” in Broadsheet to help you
attract participants. Advertise your date and
venue and see what response you get.
On a serious note, I just wish to point out
that a mardle could prove to be the start of an
excellent self-help group or discussion forum.
Let me know what you think.
I shall now return to talking proper again!
Mardle? I ask you.

I

AM constantly urging all of you
to ensure that you are involved in
the process of making new
TPOs. You need to comment on
them, either in support or an
objection.
So, I was delighted to receive an e-mail from
Alex Lowe on 1 August sending me confirmation
of a new TPO in Brundall. The confirmation
followed an appeal hearing that had been rearranged after the appellant failed to show-up
on the original date.

Alex commented that “Richard Farley
showed up for the Appeals Panel today. Can
you just pass on this email to him thanking him
for his support and showing up today please?
The Appeals Panel can be a bit intimidating but
he did really well.”
Richard is in his first year as a Tree Warden
but already he has well and truly made his mark.
Brundall is very lucky to have him and I’m
sure that you will all join me in both
congratulating
and
thanking
him
for
representing our Network so well.

D

URING recent weeks I have
heard
of several
Tree
Wardens who wish to carry
out planting schemes alongside
highways.
I was aware that you cannot just plonk trees
in verges wherever you fancy, but I wanted a
few more facts. So, I contacted Anne Crotty,
Senior Arboriculture and Woodland Officer at
Norfolk County Council, asking if the Council (as
the Highway Authority) has a formal (or even
informal) policy regarding such planting.
The last thing we want is this Network to
plant trees where they should not be planted.
Anne’s reply was most helpful. She wrote:
Hi John
I am sorry for the delayed response.
As far as I understand it, Parish Councils
can apply for a “licence to cultivate” to allow
them to plant trees in a highway verge. This is
not something I actually get involved with as it is
usually an agreement arranged by Highway
Engineers with a PC. The best thing to do is to
find out where you want to plant trees and then
contact the appropriate highways depot to sort
out the next steps.
If you let me know sites, (providing there are
not hundreds!) I can point you to the correct
depot / engineer.
I would certainly want to see this process
streamlined if possible, as it would be very
advantageous for the County if we get help from
tree wardens to find appropriate planting sites
and help with organising the planting.
Kind regards
Anne
I therefore urge you all to be careful. It is
obvious to me that Tree Wardens could have an
important role to play here, but we must respect
the rules the County Council lays down. It is,
after all, their game.
10

You will have received the new section 18
of our Network Handbook “Planting Trees
Adjacent to Highways”. It was approved by
Anne, so you can be confident … as long as you
follow the guidance.

I

RECENTLY allocated a new Tree
Warden recruit to Strumpshaw
only to be informed by the Parish
Clerk that they “already had a very
active Tree Warden”.
However, that “warden” had never
registered with the Network and the parish had
never answered the questionnaire I sent out
when we created our independent Network last
year, so how was I expected to know? I have
therefore had no choice but to list Strumpshaw
in our Handbook as not being interested in
having a Tree Warden.
“Tree Warden” is a registered trade mark of
the Tree Council so one has to be registered
with a proper Network to be able to use that title.

O I ask you all to do all you
can to help the Broadland
Tree Warden Network have
full effect. Report regularly to your
parish/town council. At least four
times a year. Write articles for your
parish magazine and explain that
Tree Wardens are not people who
stick parking tickets on trees.
Anything you can do to raise your
profile.

S

Support the events we organise, attend our
AGM on Wednesday 16 October and let us
know what you think of our Network and what
we can do to improve it.
In addition of course, it will be great to see as
many of you as possible at the East Anglian
Regional Tree Wardens’ Forum on Sunday 6
October. Show the other Networks just how
strong we are.
Let’s support each other’s projects, lending a
helping hand wherever and whenever you can.
In return you can then expect such help to be
reciprocated, helping you to achieve more that
you could working in isolation.

Make a telling contribution to the
future of tree wardening.

A Project to Celebrate Thirty
Years of Tree Wardening?
OU may recall that last month, in Jo Parmenter’s excellent column in Broadsheet, our
Reedham Tree Warden wrote about new Dutch elm disease resistant varieties of the
genera Ulmus. I found the article both fascinating and a slight glimmer of hope for the
future as today we fight so may damaging diseases and pests.

Y

Jo happened to send her article
to me shortly after I had attended
the most recent meeting of the Tree
Council’s Pilot Advisory Group
where Sara Lom, CEO of the Tree
Council, invited representatives to
suggest projects suitable to help
celebrate the Tree Council’s 30th
anniversary next year.
Well, Jo’s article sowed a seed in my head
and it soon began to grow. Luckily there’s
normally very little in my head so it had plenty of
room to grow! I therefore wasted no time and emailed Sara, her Tree Council colleagues and
my fellow representatives. I wrote:
One of our Network’s Tree Wardens, Dr Jo
Parmenter from Reedham, writes a regular
column our monthly magazine, Broadsheet. All
of Jo’s columns are interesting, but August’s
had a particular interest for me.
Having
discussed suitable projects to celebrate thirty
years of Tree Wardening at the last PAG
meeting, I think I have found one that is
particularly suitable to the Eastern Region (ie
Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, Cambridgeshire and
Hertfordshire.
Jo’s article was as follows.
“I recently came across a most interesting
article titled “Resisting Dutch Elm Disease with
Ulmus 'New Horizon'” on www.hillier.co.uk. Yes,
our Editor isn’t the only one to use the internet
you know! Anyway, with so many other tree
species succumbing to disease, perhaps we
might start planting elms again?
“Ulmus ‘New Horizon’ is the perfect solution
for virtually any design need. A proven winner
that withstands pretty much everything you can
throw at it – floods, sub-zero temperatures, inner
city pollution, poor soils, central reservations
and salt-laden coastal roadsides! Unlike other
new cultivars that have succumbed to Dutch
Elm Disease, New Horizon is not affected and is
great for wildlife too. It is 100% resistant to
Dutch Elm Disease.
“Every Ulmus ‘New Horizon’ supplied by
Hillier Nurseries will come with a special Ulmus
label and a Certificate of Authenticity. This
proves they are fully tested elms, which are
resistant to Dutch Elm Disease.
“Few of us can remain unmoved by the
tragic fate of the elm tree during the last century.
More than 70% of these glorious trees in Europe
and North America have perished since the first
outbreak of ‘Dutch Elm Disease’ in the 1920’s.
Although it is still unknown how the pathogen,
the fungus Ophiostoma ulmi, found its way into
the elm population, its terrifying spread is due
almost entirely to two types of beetle: the Large
Elm Bark Beetle (Scolytus scolytus) and its
lesser cousin the Small Elm Bark Beetle

(Scolytus multistriatus).
“These beetles live harmlessly under the
bark of the elm, feeding on small new shoots,
but in the spring, when the young emerge, they
fly to another nearby elm carrying the deadly
Ophiostoma spores with them. The fungus
spreads through the tree, interrupting the liquid
transportation system by blocking the xylem
vessels. Deprived of water and nutrients, the
tree begins to desiccate and starve, and most
are dead within a year.
“Since the 1950’s, scientists led initially by
Professor Eugene B Smalley of Wisconsin
University began a series of experiments to
hasten the progress of those already working on
the problem. What began with simply selecting
seemingly more resistant varieties was later
tackled more aggressively by injecting dozens
of varieties of elm with a strain of Ophiostoma
fungus in their 3rd or 4th year of growth. This
enabled breeders to select those trees better
able to resist the fungus or to restore flow to
blocked vessels and hence recover from the
fungal attack. These trees were then crossed
and re-crossed to strengthen their resistance.
“This research led to a range of elm species
known as ‘Resista’-elms. These are so far
proving extremely effective at resisting this
deadly disease and in fact come with a 10-year
guarantee from the growers. As well as their
resistance to Dutch Elm Disease, all have been
selected as normal for fast growth, well-shaped
crown, erect stem, leaf form and colour,
resistance to stress, salt, drought and frost.
“There are now a half dozen varieties of
Resista-elm available for planting in Europe and
Hillier Nurseries are the exclusive partner for the
UK and Ireland for the Resista-elm programme.
“The first of these Resista-elms Hillier
features is Ulmus ‘New Horizon’. This is a
medium-sized tree with one straight central
leader. A dense conical crown shows even
branches and upright twigs. The leaves are a
dark silky glossy green. It grows best in a sunny
or part-shaded position, in neutral or slightly
acid soil, well aerated and with a good water
supply. It can tolerate compact soils and is
resistant to stress from traffic, wind and frost.
‘New Horizon’ is particularly suitable for avenue
or street planting because of its compact habit.
Only small seeds are produced and the leaves
decompose fast.
“I’ve been hearing about this hybrid from a
number of sources. I think it might be very
expensive though. So I don’t think that John will
be too pleased if we request too many from the
Tree Planting Budget!!! Then again????????”
As the Tree Warden Scheme was set-up
following Dutch Elm Disease and eastern
England was one of the hardest hit areas of the
country, what could be more appropriate than
for the Eastern Region Tree Wardens to lead the
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restoration of the elm to our landscape?
Perhaps the Tree Council could supply one
of the disease resistant elms to each Tree
Warden for planting in their parish. Maybe then
district councils could match that and we could
have two elms for each Tree Warden!
Of course, Hillier does not have to be the
supplier but they do appear to be leading the
field on this issue. I would suggest that we have
ample time to ensure adequate supplies and,
equally as important, a healthy discount in
return for the publicity that inevitably be gained.
Obviously, this could attract a great deal of
publicity … if properly handled.
Within a few days I was delighted to receive
the following reply from Sara Lom.
“Dear John
“Thank you so much for this wonderful idea
for the Tree Wardens 30th anniversary. I agree
it would be a fantastic way of remembering the
origins of tree-wardening and would be highly
newsworthy.
“I’m not however (and never will be) the tree
expert that Jon is and would love to discuss the
proposal with him so I can understand the scope
and any challenges (if there are any).
“Jon and Clare are on holiday at present but
when they return, we’ll look at this in greater
detail. In the meantime, it’s awesome that
you’ve been in touch and are living up to your
maxim that if you want to get things done, you
need to initiate them yourself! I love it!
“I have my fingers crossed that Jon will give
it his seal of approval. I too think it fits beautifully!
“I’m off to the Italian Tirol tonight to enjoy a
week’s walking and relaxation. I look forward to
following up when I get back.
“Have a lovely weekend and thanks again,
“Sara”
Needless to say, I am absolutely over the
moon that this Network has once again shown
an example of what Tree Wardens need to do.
This is such a good example of the
teamwork I keep on about. Jo came up with the
article and, quite frankly, was one of only a
handful of us who has the knowledge to have
done so. Indeed, it took all my brain power just
to read it!
I could, however, recognise the potential
and used my contacts to promote the idea.
I must stress though that this is, and will
always remain, Jo Parmenter’s idea and she will
receive all the credit that it brings. Yes, it may
be that Jon Stokes finds problems with it but
whatever happens, Sara Lom, the Tree Council
and the PAG representatives will be aware of Jo
Parmenter and the Broadland Tree Warden
Network.
Personally Jo, our Network can never thank
you enough for that.

Scientists Poke a Hole in the Age of Trees

I

T APPEARS that every few years the method we use to estimate the age of trees is bought into
question as new scientific research is published. Not long ago Alan Mitchell’s method of one
inch of circumference for every year of growth was the rule. Then John White published a far
more scientific approach that many of us have used ever since.
Now, once again, we are told that
some of Britain’s most majestic
ancient trees are probably not as
ancient as we previously thought,
one of the country’s leading treeageing experts has suggested.
Until now, the ages of some of Britain’s bestloved trees, including yews, sweet chestnuts and
oaks, have largely been estimated by measuring
the girth of their trunks. Measurements which
often result in a tree being declared hundreds or
sometimes thousands of years old.
However, a series of new studies using
alternative techniques, such as taking a core from
the tree and measuring the rings, have shown
that using such girth measurements can
drastically overestimate the age of a tree,
suggesting that many of Britain’s oldest trees are
likely much younger than previously reported.
“There’s an awful lot of myth when it comes
to trees. It goes back to the Celtic and Viking
times and even before that. A lot of mythology,”
said Dr Andy Moir, a research fellow at Brunel
University London who specialises in ageing
trees from their rings.
“The older they are the more mystique they
have. The situation with most ancient trees is that
we measure its girth and then use that to
calculate the age. There are different formulas
you can use, but it’s usually ‘White’s formula.’
“But it can be incredibly inaccurate, as White
admits himself. It depends on the situation, it
depends on the species, on whether it’s getting a
lot of light, on the geology. The size of trees
planted at the same time around the same
location can vary enormously, which shows that
the formula for calculating the age of trees is often
really inaccurate. What I’m trying to do now is
make tree ageing a bit more accurate.”
Most recently, Dr Moir, alongside his
colleagues Toby Hindson from the Ancient Yew
Group and Peter Thomas from Keele University,
published a paper in the Quarterly Journal of
Forestry which used tree-ring analysis – taking a
core from the tree and measuring the annual
rings – to demonstrate that some of Britain’s
oldest yew trees are thousands of years younger
than previously thought. Old yew trees previously
declared as 5000 years old using a derivative of
White’s formula, were calculated to be only 950
years old when their rings were measured.
“Tree ring analysis gives you annual
precision on many species in this country. A
sequence of rings is like a calendar,” said Dr Moir.
“It tells you what the weather was doing in any
particular year throughout the life of a tree. It is
possible to give an estimate for the age of a tree
from its girth, but it is purely an estimate. Unless
you’re looking at the rings and measuring the
growth each year, you can be way, way off.
“People have been applying up to 6000 years
onto the age of our largest yew trees. We’re
saying we don’t believe there is anything still
standing over 2000 years old. So potentially we
have a 4000-year gap. Of course, two thousand
years is still ancient for a tree. These yew trees
are ridiculously old. All we’re doing is getting rid

of some of the mystique and exaggeration.”
Previous studies have found similar overestimation in the age of other species, including
the sweet chestnut, whose introduction to Britain
is commonly attributed to the Romans. Dr Moir
said that recent research now suggests their
introduction was far later.
“Everyone always thought sweet chestnut
has been around for a long time and that it was
probably the Romans who introduced it, but
nobody had delved too deeply in investigating the
proof for that,” said Dr Moir.
“It’s endemic in science. Once you get one
interesting little fact out there, like the Romans
introduced sweet chestnut to the UK, it tends to
get used again and again in papers, without
people going back to the original quote. My
colleague Rob Jarman [at Gloucester University]
basically went back to look at the original
evidence and has dismissed probably 90% of it.
He came to the conclusion at the end of his PhD
that the sweet chestnut was probably a medieval
introduction.”
Dr Moir said that some people had now
stopped asking him to age their trees, for fear that
he’ll give them an age far younger than the one
they want to hear.
“We have a lot of huge oak trees on
commons and cricket grounds in England, and
each generation of locals will basically add a
hundred years to the age of the tree,” said Dr
Moir. “So, within a few generations you have a
supposedly three or four-hundred-year-old tree. It
comes back to myths and legend which can be
incredibly strong, but that’s where I become
involved to add a bit of science to it.
“I don’t do oak trees on cricket greens any
more though, because when I tell people they’re
not four or five hundred years old, I’m not very
popular.”
I am sure that this will cause great argument
and I can’t wait to hear what Ted Green and the
Ancient Tree Hunt have to say. Those who have
the experience to just look at a tree and
guestimate its age may also Comment.
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Water Companies to
Plant 11 Million Trees
England's major water and sewage
companies have promised to plant 11
million new trees by 2030 in a bid to
curb climate impacts and help the
industry to become carbon neutral.
The proposal will see trees planted on
6,000 hectares of land across England,
with planting programmes taking place in
both towns and cities. Water companies
own some of the earmarked land, but trees
will also be planted on land owned by local
authorities, The National Trust, The
Wildlife Trusts, and the RSPB.
"As an industry, the water sector is
committed to fighting climate change
through becoming carbon neutral by
2030," said Richard Flint, chief executive of
Yorkshire Water. "Our ambitious pledge
announced today will go a long way to
meeting that target, and will also deliver
greater biodiversity, improved water quality
and better flood protection."
Many water companies already have
individual tree planting schemes under
way. For example, United Utilities has
planted around 800,000 trees since 2005
and Severn Trent has planted 500,000
trees since 2015.
Tree champion Sir William Worsley
welcomed the pledge, claiming it would
help the country meet its wider net zero
emissions target for 2050. "Trees are
carbon sinks, provide crucial habitats for
precious wildlife, mitigate flood risk and
provide a valuable renewable resource in
timber. I encourage other industries to
follow Water UK's excellent example to
ensure we boost planting rates across the
country," he added.
Tree planting is considered a critical
tool in the UK's efforts to mitigate climate
change. According to the governemnt's
climate watchdog, the Committee on
Climate Change, the UK's woodland
coverage needs to increase from 13 per

Government Must Listen Before it's Too Late to Save our
Ancient Woodland from the Careless Destruction of HS2
By Abi Bunker, Director of Conservation & External Affairs at Woodland Trust

P

REPARATORY work for Phase 1 of HS2, including the forced eviction of bats and badgers,
has already started despite Prime Minister Boris Johnson ordering a review into spending
on the environmentally destructive scheme. Now the Woodland Trust is calling for its
supporters to lobby upcoming review chairman, Douglas Oakervee, (a former chairman of HS2),
Transport Secretary Grant Shapps and HS2 minister Paul Maynard to fully consider the evidence
around the environmental impacts of the project as well, while halting all advance work until the
review is complete.
ahead. Time is of the essence. We need people
destruction of badger setts at six sites in
to act fast and apply pressure to the Government
Warwickshire. This involves fitting one way gates
to make them realise that HS2 will cost far more
at the entrances to setts so that once a badger
than money, and that destroying our precious
leaves the safety of its home it cannot get back in.
woodlands is a one-time mistake that will be
Ancient woodland along the route is due to be
looked back on in shock by future generations.
bulldozed this autumn. HS2 is attempting to
Our ancient woodlands and the unique
translocate some sites; a practice the Woodland
species they support are on borrowed time. We
Trust has repeatedly argued does not work and
need Government to listen before it’s too late to
has proactively campaigned against.
Ancient woodland is one of our most precious
save them from careless destruction.”
Translocation of ancient woodland involves
natural habitats. It cannot be moved, it cannot be
At least 108 ancient woods are threatened
moving soils and sometimes tree stumps to a
replaced and we may well lose many of our
with loss or damage from the two phases of HS2.
receptor site in the vain hope some habitat is
greatest national assets and habitats – assets
Thirty-four ancient woods will be directly affected
salvageable, but there is very little evidence of its
that can never be replaced – to a scheme that
on Phase 1 with a further 29 suffering secondary
success.
might not even happen.
effects such as disturbance, noise and pollution.
Those wanting to add their voice to the
The fact we are losing ancient woodland at all
Preparatory work currently underway for
Trust’s in putting pressure on the review to
is terrible. To lose it needlessly would be a
Phase 1 includes the removal of bat roosts along
consider the environmental impact of HS2 can do
travesty. This destruction cannot be allowed to go
the route and the relocation of badgers and
so here.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

There is a danger that the review
will be looking into the business
case for HS2, completely ignoring
the value of our ancient woodlands
and other important wildlife habitats
to the fabric and wellbeing of this
country.

East Anglian Regional Tree Warden Forum
Sunday 6 October 2019 in Reedham Village Hall

I

DO hope that this Network puts up a good show at the Regional Tree Warden Forum in
Reedham on 6 October. Our record at past Forums has been pretty disappointing, if not
pitiful, but I hope to see as many of you as possible this year. You don’t have far to go, you
are assured of a most informative day and it’s Broadland’s chance to showcase itself.
I have put a lot of personal effort
into this event because I want it to
be something that you will find
interesting and want to attend.
£15 is little to pay for such an informative
day with an array of excellent speakers, a really
interesting site visit in the afternoon and a
chance to meet Tree Wardens from Norfolk,
Suffolk,
Essex,
Cambridgeshire
and
Hertfordshire.
Oh yes, and you get a free buffet lunch plus
tea, coffee, biscuits and cake!
On the subject of the £15 registration fee,
that is little to pay when you consider that we
have to hire the hall, pay for the catering and
cover the expenses of our guest speakers.
In the past, most parish councils have been
willing to reimburse the cost to Tree Wardens.
In addition, I am aware that Broadland District
Council at one time also reimbursed the cost of
the registration fee. However, if we do that we
would have to take the money from our Tree

Planting Budget and if, say, twenty of us attend
that would be £300 we cannot spend on tree
planting.
At the end of the day, what is £15? A couple
of bottles of cheap wine. 15 packets of
chocolate biscuits (if your name is Peter Croot)?
A visit to the cinema (just about)?
No, the Forum is definitely good value for
money so I urge you all to attend.
Registration starts at 09:30 with coffee and
biscuits and the actual event kicks-off when I
welcome everyone at 10:00 and Sara Lom,
CEO of the Tree Council will follow me with her
welcome.
Then, at 10.15, Iestyn
Griffith,
Arboricultural and Woodland Officer at Norfolk County
Council will explain Norfolk County Council’s
Ash Dieback Policy, something we all need to
be aware of.
After a 10 minute comfort break at 10:55, I
will give a report on the Tree Council’s Pilot
Advisory Group. What we are and what we’ve
achieved.
13

At 11:15 Kevin Mason, Co-ordinator of the
Epping Forest Tree Warden Network, will report
on the work they have been doing.
At 11:25 we will hear about Tree Warden
activities in other Networks in the region.
It will then be time, at 11.35, to hear about
“Broadland's Tree Heritage” from Gerry Barnes,
Honorary Fellow at the School of History at
University of East Anglia.
The annual Tree Council update will follow
Gerry and then it will be lunchtime.
After lunch we shall visit Wood Farm, Low
Farm Road, Reedham. An ancient wet woodland. We’ll have knowledgeable walk leaders.
Please ensure that you wear suitable footwear.
We’ll return to the hall at about 15:50 for
some final closing words, a cup of tea and a
piece of cake before departing at 16.30.

So I look forward to seeing you
all in Reedham on Sunday 6
October.

Ancient Tree Buried in Norfolk Field
to be Transformed into Huge Table
An article by Rowan Mantell published on www.edp24.co.uk

A

TREE which fell before Stonehenge was built and lay buried beneath a Norfolk field for
millennia is being transformed into a gift to the nation. It's older than Stonehenge and the
Pyramids of Egypt and towered over the Norfolk Fens almost 5,000 years ago. Stone Age
tribes would have been roaming the region when an enormous oak tree crashed to the ground
and was swallowed by the flooded forest floor. It lay buried near present-day Downham Market,
for millennia.

Then, seven years ago, a man
planting potatoes at Wissington Fen
hit something beneath the rich soil.
It turned out to be the biggest and
best example of ancient subfossilised black oak, or bog oak,
ever found.
The tree had died standing in water. As sea
levels rose and rivers backed up, flooding ancient
forests, trees died and tumbled into the wet silt.
For almost 5,000 years our tree lay in its airless
grave, the lack of oxygen preserving the wood,
the iron in the silt reacting with tannin in the wood
to turn it black.
The farm manager, realising the importance
of the find, and having come across much smaller
pieces of black oak before, contacted the

country's leading black oak specialist, Hamish
Low. As soon as black oaks are exposed they
decay, so the tree was wrapped and reburied
while Hamish began putting together a team of
people to work out what to do next.
The Fenland Black Oak Project was
established and project leader Hamish said:
"Along with the fact it is impossible to know how
long Fenland black oaks will continue to rise out
of the soil, and their inherent fragility, this one is
worthy of preserving for the interest of the nation.
They are breathtakingly beautiful and without
doubt a national treasure."
When experts could not work out which end
of the trunk was the root end, and which the
canopy, they realised this meant that, even the
13.2 m length unearthed in 2012 was once less
than a quarter of a truly enormous tree.
A few months after it had been discovered it

was once more lifted from the soil and the
saturated wood was cut into planks to ensure it
dried evenly - essential for its preservation. A
specialist saw mill was flown in from Canada and
reassembled in the field, literally, becoming the
largest saw mill in the country. The planks were
then moved to a custom-made drying kiln where
400 gallons of water were extracted.
Black oak, Britain's only black wood, has
been highly prized for centuries and used in the
construction of Venetian palaces, a bedroom
suite for Louis XIV, and the throne of Peter the
Great. It was also turned into jewellery, tobacco
pipes and, due to its unique sound, string,
woodwind and percussion musical instruments.
A huge table, a gift to the nation, will be made
from this Norfolk black oak.
Fenland Black Oak Project chairman, Tim
Edmunds said: "This is almost certainly the last of
these gigantic, ancient trees that will be
preserved."
After seven years of preparation, planks
more than 13 m long, and dubbed the 10 most
valuable planks of wood in the world, have just
been taken to London where a team of craftsmen
are transforming them into a huge table. Experts
from all over the world have helped by donating
time, machinery and expertise. There is also a
major fundraising campaign.
Next spring the table should begin a national
tour with 18 months at Ely Cathedral, which is
surrounded by fields where the last sub fossilised
black oaks are believed to lie. It will be used, in
the main body of the cathedral, as a sculptural
centrepiece and for special-occasion meals and
events. It is also hoped it will raise awareness of
the urgent need to preserve as much black oak
as possible before it is lost forever.
The table is being made by experts and
students at the Building Crafts College in
Stratford, London. For more information visit
www.thefenlandblackoakproject.co.uk.

Your Tree Requirements
As I said a month or so ago in Broadsheet, I need you requirements for trees, etc from the Tree Planting
Budget as soon as possible. I plan to place orders in December so really need your requirements by the end
of November at the latest. I do not intend to repeat last year when as soon as I had placed an order I had a
request from somebody else and we ended up with the nursery mot knowing what was going on. Please
remember that I am not paid to do this. My time is as precious as yours so please do all you can to make this
process as easy as possible.
Thank you all very much.
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200-year-old Sycamore Mysteriously Poisoned by
Saboteur who Drilled Holes in it and Injected Poison
An article by James Tozer published on www.dailymail.co.uk

W

HEN the majestic 30m sycamore in her garden started turning brown, Jill Sarchet
immediately became suspicious. Neighbours had complained the 200-year-old tree
blocked their light, but she pointed out that a preservation order protected it. Clearing a
path through the undergrowth, the mother-of-two was shocked to discover dozens of holes had
been drilled into its trunk and a foaming liquid injected.
reduce any healthy limbs due to new exposure
to wind loading. There is a very high chance the
tree will need to be removed depending on an
arboriculturalist's report. The tree may die
completely in the next few months.”
Police have so far been unavailable to
comment.

Now experts have warned the
tree has been poisoned and there is
a ‘very high chance’ it will die.
The 51-year-old said she had reported the
attacks to police, blaming a disgruntled neighbour. “This behaviour is totally unwarranted and
unnecessary,” she said. “To think that someone
is creeping into my garden either when I’m not
at home or at night to carry out this kind of
malicious behaviour is devastating. I now lay in
bed wondering if someone is out there.
Mrs Sarchet, a receptionist, has lived in her
£200,000 detached house in the village of
Worsthorne-with-Hurstwood, near Burnley, for
nine years. Standing in a conservation area, the
property was built in the former orchard of a
farmhouse dating back to the 1500s. Several
trees in its garden are centuries old and, like the
sycamore, are subject to Tree Preservation
Orders. Anyone who breaches one can be fined
up to £20,000.
Mrs Sarchet said problems began when a
family bought a nearby house. “Some neighbours said they didn’t like the tree because it
blocked sunlight from their house. They should
have considered all this before they bought the
house,” she said, adding that she was ‘99%
sure’ who did it. Her elderly father has now
erected a 3.5m high fence to prevent access.
She is being supported by Burnley
councillor Gordon Birtwistle. He said: “I was
absolutely outraged. This is disgusting
behaviour.”
It is thought a trespasser is sneaking into
her property at night and injecting poison into
the holes. Arborists now say there is a very high
chance the tree will die. Mrs Sarchet says the
tree blocks some neighbours’ sunlight and that
the poisoning could have been carried out by
someone who wants the tree removed. She has
reported the situation to police.
“This is one of the oldest and most important
trees in Burnley and has been here a lot longer
than the person responsible for this. The whole
situation has left me extremely distressed. To
think that someone is creeping into my garden
either when I'm not at home or at night to carry
out this kind of malicious behaviour is
devastating.
“I now lay in bed wondering if someone is
out there. I'm on edge when it's dark and I need
to let the dog out into the garden. My daughter
has been scared to sleep in her bedroom,
thinking someone could be just outside her
window.”
Mrs Sarchet and her family have vowed to
find the culprit and press charges against them.
Anyone who wilfully destroys or damages a tree
that is subject to a Tree Preservation Order can
be taken to court and fined up to £20,000. In
serious cases, a trial can go to crown court and,

Help Needed Please
As you all know, this year’s
East Anglian Regional Tree
Wardens’ Forum will be held in
Reedham Village Hall on
Sunday 6 October 2019.

if convicted, the offender is liable to an unlimited
fine.
Mrs Sarchet is being supported by Burnley
councillor and former Liberal Democrat MP
Gordon Birtwistle. He said: “I was absolutely
outraged when I heard about what had been
going on. Jill then invited me over to see for
myself and I counted 52 five-inch holes had
been drilled into the base of the tree.
“This is disgusting behaviour and I am
currently liaising with the council to establish
what the next form of action should be. It is
beyond belief that whoever is responsible for
this hasn't considered the environmental
implications killing this tree will have. Killing this
tree could be equated to killing the future for
your children. It takes tons of carbon out of the
atmosphere. 'What would happen if someone
went around doing this to every tree they come
across? We'd be left in a very bad position.”
Mrs Sarchet has now spent over £500 on a
fence around the back of her garden to deter the
vandals. She said: “My elderly father and my
son have spent the last few weekends putting
the fence up. This should not only offer us some
more security but may also help any further
damage to the tree, which could already be
irreparable.”
Tree expert Greg Thompson travelled to
Burnley from Cumbria after he was contacted by
Mrs Sarchet to undertake an assessment. He
said: “The damage will lead to extensive pruning
at the very least to remove dead limbs and
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It will definitely be a milestone event
for this Network and I’m sure that it is
going to be one of the best (if the THE
best) Forums ever.
Whilst I have arranged everything I
can from speakers to caterers and
including the venue and a site for the
afternoon visit, I need help to set up the
hall in the morning and then to clear it
after the event.
Can you spare an hour to help put
out the chairs in the hall?
Can you spare an hour to help clear
the hall after the event?
Can you help serve tea, coffee and
biscuits to meeting delegates as they
arrive?
Can you help guide the meeting
delegates along the short walk from the
hall to Wood Farm, the site for the
afternoon visit?
Can you help with anything I may
have overlooked? There’s bound to be
something!
Anything you can do for as long as
you can spare will be greatly
appreciated.
Now, I can imagine my “friend” Peter
Croot (Coltishall) asking “so what are
you going to be doing Fleetwood?”
That’s a fair question and deserves an
answer.
I will mainly be occupied by a serious
attack of blind panic! Seriously though,
such help will allow me to set up the
laptop, digital projector and screen for
the talks and presentations plus
welcome our guests … and panicking!
So, if you are able to help, even for a
short time, then please get in touch and
let me know.

Why are More Trees not Being
Planted to Tackle Climate Change?
An article by Chris Hill published on www.edp24.co.uk

T

HE important role that forests and woodland can play in the battle against climate change
has become a topic of global debate. Last month, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) warned that deforestation was among the key drivers of greenhouse gas
increases and that followed a report by the Committee on Climate Change (CCC) the previous
month which said only 14,400 hectares of trees were planted last year, less than half the 30,000
hectares needed every year to meet the government's carbon reduction targets. So why,
despite the raft of grant schemes and government incentives available, are more trees not being
planted?
Mike
Edwards,
business
manager at Norfolk FWAG (Farming
and Wildlife Advisory Group) said
political uncertainty could be one
reason, as farmers wait to see how
Brexit affects the value of their land
and the level of financial support
available for green projects after
the current EU system of "basic
payment" subsidies is replaced by
the proposed new Environmental
Land Management Scheme (ELMS).
"I think this is to do with the future uncertainties brought about by Brexit and the changes in
agricultural policy," he said. "With the tapering
off of basic payments we may see a change in
land values and a better case for woodland
planting in the future on marginal land.
"There may also be an expectation that the
new ELMS scheme with its mantra of
'public money for public goods' might bring
with it greater financial incentives for new
woodland planting, although this is far from
certain.
"My advice would be that there are a
wide range of grants available now for
woodland creation, we do not know what
the future holds and if you have land that
you are considering for woodland creation,
you should explore the current available
grants now.
"The benefits of woodland planting
have never been so clear and in the minds
of the general public carbon capture,
cooling, shade and shelter, minimising
run-off from fields, reducing the impact of
flooding and the benefits for physical
health and mental wellbeing."
Mr Edwards said several EU-funded
grants for woodland creation, management and
improvement are available through the
government's current Countryside Stewardship
scheme, or via the Forestry Commission.
One example of public funding creating a
valuable woodland asset is at the 70-acre
Long's Wood in Wreningham.
It was
established in 1994 by Dennis and Pauline
Long, whose family had farmed the land for
more than a century. After taking advantage of
European set-aside funding to convert the

intensive arable fields into grassland, the next
step was to plant woodland with support from
the Forestry Commission and Norfolk County
Council.
Now, 25 years later, it has more than 20
species of native tree including oak, hornbeam,
maple and ash, embellished by natural hedgerows, woodland flowers and ponds which have
attracted wildlife including turtle doves, great
crested newts and a plethora of butterflies and
bees.
Vic Long, who now manages his late
father's legacy alongside his sister Rachael,
said the "money has just about run out" but the
woodland is financially self-sufficient, with its
trimmings supplying domestic firewood to
houses on the estate and it had the potential to
generate more income in the future.
"We are definitely proud of it," he said. "It
was done because there was European money
to encourage it and manage it, and for most
farmers that has to be the significant thing.

"All throughout history farming, like any
business, has changed with a lot of forces
pushing it in different directions, but without a
clearer picture on what is going to happen next
it is difficult to know how it is going to proceed.
"As it stands at the moment, it would need
more imagination to take it forward. It would
need weddings and events and because we
have both got other careers we don't have the
time or the need to do it - but if we weren't doing
other things, the potential is there."
Mr Long flies business jets for SaxonAir
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from Norwich Airport and he said both he and
the company are keen to offset their carbon
footprint with environmental projects on the
ground.
Meanwhile his sister Rachael is a sculptor
whose work in recycled and forged steel
includes the striking horse standing in Wells
harbour. She said the "public access" aspect of
the woodland, funded for 15 years, but continued by the family, had also made it a valuable
resource for dog-walkers and horse-riders, as
well as conservationists and school groups.
"The biodiversity is fantastic, but it is also
becoming this amazing facility," she said. "We
have already hosted a wedding and people are
starting to have events here. The kids come
from the school, and the wildlife trust has come
and done surveys.
"When we had all the parish plans around
Norfolk a huge population of people living in
Wreningham credited our wood as one of the
reasons for living here. People thought dad was
crazy planting that much arable land for
trees, but now we see he was quite farsighted."
The Forestry Commission says
woodlands are crucial environmental
tools, not only as a carbon sink, but as a
way to manage flood risk, reduce
pollutant levels, conserve topsoil, and
create diverse habitats. However, they
can also bring potential commercial
income, with timber prices currently at a
long term high.
A Forestry Commission spokesperson said: "We all need to play our part
in delivering the government's 'net-zero'
emissions target and to combat the
climate emergency. "It is crucial that
landowners continue to plant more
woodland across the country and we
encourage them to apply for the
generous grants that help to address the threat
posed by climate change."
The Countryside Stewardship Woodland
Creation Grant pays an upfront amount of up to
£6,800 per hectare of trees and is open for
applications all year round.
The Forestry Commission says the
government has guaranteed that any
agreements where funding has been agreed
before the end of 2020 will be funded for their
full lifetime.

What the Sheffield Felling
Investigation Means for the Future
By Joseph Coles, Project Lead - Street Trees at the Woodland Trust

T

HE mass felling of more than 5,000 street trees across the city of Sheffield in recent years
has caused public outcry among residents. They asserted that Sheffield City Council’s
(SCC) tree felling contravened the Forestry Act 1967. In early 2018, the Forestry
Commission (FC) began an investigation to see if this was the case and published its findings
in July 2019. It heavily criticised the council and its contractor, but stopped short of
prosecution.
over the management of trees.
resolution. Will it work? It’s too soon to say. Any
We have witnessed every twist and turn in
proposal would need agreement across the
this long running saga. At the same time, we’ve
board. Nevertheless, it must be given a chance
been working with councils and communities
to succeed.
across the UK to prevent unnecessary felling. In
A conference on Street Trees and Politics
most cases, we have found that council officers
will also help pave the way to better understandare doing a sterling job of managing their trees
ing and collaboration. Sheffield University hosts
in the face of budget cuts and staff reductions.
the event on 19-20 September.
So what does this mean for them? Sheffield
We support these exciting developments.
is a cautionary tale, watched closely no doubt by
We’ll engage and contribute positively to opporevery tree officer in the UK. The chances are it
tunities that improve relations and street tree
has made their lives more difficult. Sometimes it
management - in Sheffield and beyond.
However, in Sheffield there are concerns
seems suspicion arises at the very suggestion
We have a vision for more trees and better
many of the trees removed didn’t pose such a
of felling – even when it is appropriate.
management in our towns and cities. To get
risk to safety and needn’t have been felled. The
Is that fair? Well yes, and no. We are waking
there, we’ll continue to call for better policies;
FC investigation sought to identify whether a
up to a climate crisis. We need more trees, now,
more resources; stronger enforcement; and
felling license was in fact needed. The FC has
and we need to retain the ones we have
good people working together to make it
‘identified a number of areas regarding the
wherever it’s safe to do so. But tree officers are
happen.
Streets Ahead programme where SCC has
a rare breed, and their job isn’t easy. They often
We had hoped that the FC’s investigation
fallen far short of good practice’.
need support, and not unfounded criticism.
would set a legal precedent for urban forestry. A
To its credit, the FC has gone to great
Mistakes in Sheffield were related to
decision not to prosecute means this hasn’t
lengths in its investigation, but it stopped short
contracts, decision-making and interpretation of
happened, but it was not a decision taken lightly
of prosecution and it’s easy to feel disappointthe law. It’s not like that everywhere. The report
– evident by the lengthy inquiry. A precedent
ment at the lack of punishment. The FC stated:
published by the FC is a valuable case study.
has been set nevertheless.
‘There is insufficient evidence to say with
Councils should take heed of warnings about
Local communities taking action is the most
confidence that an offence of felling without a
bad practice, but not be afraid to manage their
effective way to protect woods and trees. Make
felling licence has been committed by SCC and
trees appropriately.
sure your council is aware of its obligations
Amey’.
Can Sheffield redeem its Green City
before it fells trees. We’ve put together some
The report is an important step on the road
credentials? We hope so. The council has
useful resources to help you defend the local
to resolution in Sheffield. Heavily criticising the
announced intentions to work with stakeholders
woods and trees you love.
council and its contractor, it draws a clear line in
and affected residents on a new strategy for
the sand. The case has called into question just
street trees. This is a positive step towards
what rights and responsibilities councils have
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

According to the Forestry Act,
landowners must apply for a felling
license if they wish to remove trees
over a specified timber volume
limit. Exemptions apply where there
is overriding legislation, such as
the Highways Act which requires
councils to maintain safety and
access as priority.

Dates for your Diaries
Important dates you need to be aware of
23 September until 23 October 2019 – Seed Gathering Season.
Get your local community, or better still a group of youngsters, to join you
in this annual Tree Council event and help you collect seed and grow your
own native trees.

15 November 2019 – Tree Warden Co-ordinators’ Conference.
This year’s conference will be held in Kew Gardens.
23 November 2019 – National Tree Charter Day.
I am hoping that we shall all be holding events to mark this special day.

6 October 2019 – East Anglian Regional Tree Warden Forum.
Join us in Reedham Village Hall for this annual Tree Council event. It will
be a wonderful day and you really cannot afford to miss it.

23 November until 1 December 2019 – National Tree Week.
Tree Charter Day kicks-off the Tree Council’s National Tree Week when
we all need go hold community projects. At the very least you should plant
a tree.

16 October 2019 – Broadland Tree Warden Annual General Meeting.
Our first AGM will be held in Freethorpe Village Hall starting at 19:00. It is
so important that you attend.

30 November 2019 – Orders for Trees
This is your last day for sending me your orders for trees. Don’t miss it!
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Pest Threat from Imported Christmas Trees
An article by Matthew Appleby published on www.hortweek.com

A

new report is warning that Christmas trees imported from mainland Europe could be
providing a pathway for new pests and diseases to enter the UK. Using data gathered
and analysed by the Defra Plant Health Risk and Horizon Scanning Team, the Grown in
Britain report highlights fifteen pests which it says could potentially reach the UK on imported
Christmas trees.
Each year, the UK imports
around £3million worth of cut
Christmas trees from Europe and
Scandinavia. Grown in Britain says
buying Christmas trees labelled
with its mark, which certifies they
are UK grown, is the most effective
way to reduce the risk of these
pests spreading to this country.
Six of the pests, including the pine
processionary moth and Siberian fir woolly
aphid, are currently absent from the UK and the
majority of the others either have limited
distribution here or their spread is unknown. The
remaining three are Sirococcus piceicola, a
fungus which is only found in Switzerland,
Fusarium circinatum, also a fungus found in
Portugal and Spain and the omnivorous
leafroller moth which is highly polyphagous, but
only present in Spain. British growers have also
warned about potential no deal Brexit delays for
Christmas tree imports.
Grown in Britain chief executive Dougal
Driver said: "Christmas trees provide ideal
conditions for pests to hitch a ride. The trees are
usually netted, which means the branches don’t
dry out, and pests can remain hidden in the
tightly bound branches. With climate change,
the risks are also rising, as pests which are
native to warmer parts of Southern Europe are
increasingly likely to be able to survive in
Northern Europe and the UK."
The threat is even greater from larger
imported Christmas trees, which are often found
on display in town centres or shopping malls.
The Defra data identifies a further 12 pests
which could enter on large cut Christmas trees,
normally categorised as those more than 3m in
height. This takes the total number of pests
which could enter the UK on Christmas trees to
27, 14 of which are currently absent from this
country.
Plant health regulations are becoming
increasingly stringent to reduce the risk of
disease and from December this year, it is
possible that more Christmas trees will be
required to have plant passports. However,
there are currently no controls on the import of
cut Christmas trees from the EU below 3m, the
ones which are destined for homes across
Britain.
The report also identifies a different set of
pests which could potentially be brought into the
UK on imported potted Christmas trees. Pests
which are present in the soil or inhabit tree roots,
such as nematodes (microscopic worm-like
organisms) and nematode-spread plant viruses.
The risk from these pests is not only to
Christmas trees grown in this country, some

have the potential to affect other trees and
plants as well, if they come into contact while in
a garden centre, farm or woodland environment.
UK chief plant health officer Professor
Nicola Spence said: "I welcome Grown in
Britain’s initiative to encourage people to source
their Christmas trees responsibly and practise
strong biosecurity. Protecting our country from
pests and diseases is vital to safeguard our
environment, economy and health. Our
international surveillance work helps us spot
new risks and take action to stop any diseases
before they arrive."
Grown in Britain has a Christmas tree
certification scheme, which covers around
100,000 trees. It provides an assurance that the
trees are grown in Britain, meet freshness
standards and have been subject to regular
biosecurity checks.
Pests and fungal diseases which are
already present in the UK and which Grown in
Britain argues could be spread further by
imported Christmas trees include:
• Pine lappet moth: according to Forest
Research, the pine lappet moth caterpillars are capable of feeding and developing rapidly on pine foliage in the UK
• Red band needle blight: this fungus
causes needles to fall off the Christmas
tree prematurely and in severe cases
results in tree death.
• Stem canker, balsam fir aphid and balsam
fir canker are pests which specifically
target Christmas trees. Their impact will
vary from severely affecting the
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appearance to killing the tree.
• Phacidiopycnis washingtonensis: this
fungal disease is found in several
countries which export Christmas trees to
the UK, including Denmark and Norway. It
also has a range of other hosts including
crab apple trees.
Risks to larger Christmas trees:
• Spruce bark beetle (considered absent
from UK although there has been a recent
outbreak in Kent)
• Double spined bark beetle or northern
bark beetle
• Eight toothed spruce bark beetle
• Black pine sawyer beetle
• Monochamus sartor
• Black fir sawyer
• Other pests which are present in the UK,
although limited in their distribution are
the European spruce beetle, Ips
sexdentatus, the brown spruce longhorn
beetle and the black timber bark beetle.
The black timber bark beetle also has a
range of other hosts including beech,
birch, ash and willow trees.
Three of the nematode pests which affect
Christmas tree species are not currently found
in the UK. These include the stubby-root
nematode, Scutellonema brachyurus and the
common spiral nematode. The stunt or tobacco
nematode is already in the UK but only has
limited presence.

Woodland Could be lost to Make
Way for New Nuclear Power Station
An article by Richard Cornwell published on www.eadt.co.uk

P

ROPOSALS for a major change in layout of part of the Sizewell B site have been criticised
as "premature", would unnecessarily destroy woodland and harm an area of outstanding
natural beauty. EDF Energy has put forward a detailed plan for creation of a new visitor
centre which would also involve re-siting large parking areas and moving other buildings as part
of the preparations for the planned Sizewell C twin nuclear reactor project.
proposed development of Pill Box Field to provide
objected to the plans.
The council said
a car park and the proposed Laydown Area on
Coronation Wood provides valuable screening to
the western edge of the site will include structures
the Sizewell A and Sizewell B and suggested the
up to 6m in height with 8m high lighting columns
wood should be restored and the area improved
and 100 lux light fittings on the perimeter of the
as a socio-economic project, rather than turned
estate facing into the AONB.
into industrial land and lost forever as a
A proposed 576-space car park immediately
landscape feature.
to the south of Sizewell A will involve "substantial
The proposed Visitor Centre would be
loss" of Coronation Wood.
situated in a prominent position on the current
SPS chairman Andrew Fane, who questions
Mr Fane said: "Furthermore, the loss of
entrance route into the Sizewell power station
whether the site is big enough to house the two
Coronation Wood is unacceptable as it provides
complex. The new larger centre would include
new reactors, also claims EDF in its submission
a useful contribution to landscape and visual
exhibition space; auditorium; classrooms for
to East Suffolk Council has "seriously
mitigation of Sizewell A and B, but also has a
school parties; media centre / VIP area;
underestimated" the value of the landscape.
communal
and
historic
value
as
a
refreshment area; office and associated
The society does not accept that the
commemoration of George V and Queen Mary's
conference room and an external viewing area.
permanent effects of the nine-acre development
coronation in 1911. Its removal, in large part
EDF said the new buildings, including a
- which includes chopping down a chunk of
justified by its poor condition, fundamentally
training centre and outage store, and car parks
Coronation Wood - are very limited as they only
ignores the value that the wood has in the local
will be set within a framework of retained
impact upon a small part of the AONB, landscape
consciousness and collective memory of the local
woodland and areas of new planting. Seeking
which is nationally renowned for its tranquillity
communities of East Suffolk.
consent now and pressing ahead with the work
and remoteness.
"In view of the hugely negative impact that the
would speed up the construction of Sizewell C.
He said: "The SPS strongly rejects the
power plants have wrought upon the landscape
The company takes its environmental
applicant's overall conclusion that the magnitude
in the last half century, the proposed loss of this
responsibilities seriously and says it has
of effects will be negligible and that the proposed
belt of woodland planted at the beginning of the
completed a full Environmental Impact
development will have minimal significance and
20th century is an affront to all those who benefit
Assessment to accompany the planning
on balance be neutral."
from this landscape feature."
application.
Mr Fane said the SPS was dismayed by the
Leiston-cum-Sizewell Town Council has also
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

However, Suffolk Preservation
Society has lodged strong objections saying the plan is "premature
and should not be considered in
isolation" but should be part of the
Development Consent Order for
Sizewell C.

Correspondence
Your e-mails, letters and messages by carrier pigeon to Broadsheet
AST month’s editorial, in which I didn’t exactly extol the virtues of the proposed link from
the NDR to the A47, drew comment from one of our Tree Wardens who didn’t share my
opinion. Then again, of course, not a lot of people ever share my views on anything. So
I have promised to publish the e-mail without comment, other than to say thank you very much
and I totally respect other people’s views.

L

Dear John,
Road joining A1067 with A47
Having read your disgust that there should
be a link between these two roads, I thought I
would give an alternative view. One of the roads
presently used as a link is along Beech Avenue,
down Ringland Road over a narrow bridge
alongside the river and over the Ringland Hills
to Easton Roundabout. Over the last fifty years
I have seen the road over the Ringland Hills
gradually widened by cars driving so close to the
banks so that they gradually crumble away. The
sides are then included in the road so that cars

can pass instead of waiting at a passing place.
The banks used to be covered with snowdrops,
now the roots of the trees are uncovered.
According to other reports wildlife and wild
flowers are flourishing along dual carriage roads
where trees are planted eg NDR
For Taverham residents to get to the
Hospital or University by bus involves a journey
into Norwich and out to these places. This is true
for Drayton and Hellesdon.
Yours sincerely,
Judy Tyler, Taverham.
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A

NGUS Turvill (Wroxham)
asked me to include the
following message following
our evening visit to Keys Hill Wood.
Many thanks to all who came to our meeting
at Wroxham's Keys Hill Wood on Wednesday 21
August. It was a very pleasant evening and most
interesting
to
get
different
people's
perspectives. Special thanks to Jo Parmenter
for providing information on flora in the wood.

Tree Officers Group Issues Advice
on OPM Outbreak Management
An article by Gavin McEwan published on www.hortweek.com

T

HE London Tree Officers Association (LTOA) has issued advice for tree managers faced
with new oak processionary moth (OPM) outbreaks, as the noxious tree pest spreads
around the country. Currently the Forestry Commission is leading on controlling the
moth, whose caterpillars release hairs harmful to humans and animals.
It has separate regimes within
the "core" zone of west London
where the initial outbreak occurred,
and across the rest of the country,
termed the "control" or "protected"
zone.
With early first-hand experience of OPM,
the LTOA has issued guidance to tree
managers on its management since 2010.
Outbreaks within the control zone must be
notified to the Forestry Commission, which then
manages the pest within these areas. "It is also
crucial that the problem is communicated to key
stakeholders within any organisation, ensuring
that the matter of OPM is acknowledged and
considered at an appropriate level," the LTOA
says.
For a local authority, this will mean at a
corporate level, where decisions can then be
made to determine the extent of the problem,
the risk that needs to be managed, how and by
whom, and how it is to be funded.
It points out that within the core zone by
contrast, the management of OPM is the
responsibility of the tree owner, who needs to
consider the risk to human health," the LTOA
says. "It is this consideration that will help the
tree owner to determine a form of
management."
In such cases, a strategic approach should
be data-led, allowing tree owners to categorise
risk based on the position of vulnerable trees in
relation to human activity, so setting surveying
requirements to determine if infestations are
present.

In such cases, managers need to be aware
of the management options available to them,
from prophylactic chemical control to manual
nest removal, and also of the constraints on
these options, for example the limitations on
chemical control near waterways, as well as the
burden placed on operatives, who have to wear
uncomfortable protective equipment during
summer weather.
The LTOA adds that the risk OPM poses to
workers "has been understated", and says:
"Arborists that have been affected by OPM
become increasingly sensitive to the effects of
the irritating toxin thaumetopoein, so much so
that it is no longer acceptable for them to be
exposed to the irritating hairs that are produced
by the developing caterpillars."
Furthermore it warns: "If taken lightly, the
risk to our much needed tree professionals
could result in companies having an inability to
work on oak trees, or at worst, putting
hypersensitive operatives at an unacceptable
risk of harm."

The LTOA also warns against using
blowtorches to destroy nests, which can cause
caterpillars to eject their toxic hairs, and it says
felling oak trees to avoid the OPM management
burden should also be avoided as oak "is of
huge significance to our environment and the
multitude of species that identify with this
cherished tree".
It urges managers to communicate the
dangers and appropriate response to OPM
among the public, such as via timely press
releases, online guidance, presentations to
community groups and volunteers and signage.
"Within boroughs that have learned to live
with OPM, tree owners have effectively
communicated the dangers that it poses, and
the public have taken personal responsibility for
avoiding the pest and reporting it to the tree
owner," it says.
London Borough of Richmond arboricultural
manager LTOA Executive Committee member
Craig Ruddick said: "Communication is a hugely
important part of OPM management - not only
to senior officers and elected members in local
authorities so that funding can be sought, but
also ensuring the public are informed so that
risks to health are minimised."
So far this season, OPM has been found in
over 60 locations beyond the original outbreak
area.
London borough of Merton arboricultural
manager Dave Lofthouse, also a LTOA
Executive Committee member, said: "Where
eradication is still possible, local authorities
should be making every effort to direct
resources towards this."

Broadland Tree Warden Network AGM
Wednesday 16 October 2019 Starting at 19:00
To be held in Freethorpe Village Hall
This is the date you really cannot afford to miss. It is your opportunity to tell us what you think and then
elect your Exectutive Committee accordingly. Let us have your suggestions and some ideas for future events.
Among the things we need to consider is how we can finance insurance, future training (poor old Mark
Symonds is rather busy these days) and future projects.
We shall hear about how other Networks in East Anglia are co-ordinated and how the Tree Council’s Pilot
Advisory Group is helping to guide the future of Tree Wardening.
We’ll also have an inspirational talk from the Tree Council.
See you there. Do’t be late.
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Dr Jo’s Corner
The column by Jo Parmenter, Reedham’s Parish Tree Warden
More Green Spaces in Childhood Associated With Happier Adulthood

S

OME time ago I came across a very interesting article by Jonathan Lambert published on
the www.kqed.org/mindshift website. MindShift is a free editorially independent source
of education news and information. I thought that for this month’s “Dr Jo’s Corner” I
would share the article with you.
The experience of natural
spaces, brimming with greenish
light, the smells of soil and the quiet
fluttering of leaves in the breeze
can calm our frenetic modern lives.
It's as though our very cells can
exhale when surrounded by nature,
relaxing our bodies and minds.
Some people seek to maximize the
purported therapeutic effects of contact with the
unbuilt environment by embarking on sessions
of forest bathing, slowing down and becoming
mindfully immersed in nature.
However, in a rapidly urbanising world,
green spaces are shrinking as our cities grow
out and up. Scientists are working to understand
how green spaces, or lack of them, can affect
our mental health.
A study published in the journal PNAS
details what the scientists say is the largest
investigation of the association between green
spaces and mental health.
Researchers from Aarhus University in
Denmark found that growing up near vegetation
is associated with an up to 55% lower risk of
mental health disorders in adulthood. Kristine
Engemann, the biologist who led the study,
combined decades of satellite imagery with
extensive health and demographic data of the
Danish population to investigate the mental
health effects of growing up near greenery.
"The scale of this study is quite something,"
says Kelly Lambert, a neuroscientist at the
University of Richmond who studies the
psychological effects of natural spaces. Smaller
studies have hinted that lack of green space
increases the risk of mood disorders and
schizophrenia and can even affect cognitive
development.
However, more practical factors, like socioeconomic status, family history of mental illness
and urbanisation can also have large effects on
mental health. Wealthier families, for instance,
might be able to afford to live in neighbourhoods
with more access to nature and also have
access to other wealth-related resources that
could enhance childhood development.
To isolate the effects of nature from so many
potential confounding factors requires a large
and rich data set. The Danish Civil Registration
System is just that.
Created in 1968, the system assigns a personal
identification number to every Danish citizen
and records gender, place of birth and parents'
PINs. A PIN links individuals across multiple
databases, including mental health records and
is updated with changes of residence. "It's an
incredibly rich source of data," says Engemann.

The researchers' final data set comprised nearly
1 million Danes who were born between 1985
and 2003 and for whom they had longitudinal
records of mental health, socioeconomic status
and place of residence.
Satellite data extending back to 1985
allowed the researchers to calculate vegetation
density around each residence. Unfortunately
these data can't distinguish an old-growth forest
from an overgrown field, but in general the more
greenery that is packed into a plot of land, the
higher the vegetation density.
Armed with these data, the researchers
compared the risk of developing 16 different
mental health disorders in adulthood with how
much green space surrounded each child's
residence and because they had yearly income,
work history and education level, they could
weigh the relative contribution of green space
against socioeconomics of the parents and
neighbourhood.
After accounting for those potential
confounding factors, the researchers found that
growing up near green space was associated
with a lower risk of developing psychiatric illness
in adulthood by anywhere from 15% to 55%,
depending on the specific illness. For example,
alcoholism was most strongly associated with
lack of green space growing up, and risk of
developing an intellectual disability was not
associated with green space.
The strength of the association between
green space and risk of psychiatric disorder was
similar to other factors known to influence
mental health, like socioeconomic status.
According to Engemann, it is estimated that
about 20% of the adult Danish population will
suffer from poor psychiatric health within any
given year, making these slight changes in risk
potentially important.
"Green space seemed to have an
association that was similar in strength to other
known influences on mental health, like history
of mental health disorders in the
family, or socio-economic status,"
says Engemann. What's more,
the effect of green space was
"dosage dependent". The more
of one's childhood spent close to
greenery, the lower the risk of
mental health problems in
adulthood.
Engemann cautions that the
study does have limitations: "It's
purely correlational, so we can't
definitively say that growing up
near green space reduces risk of
mental
illness." Establishing
cause and effect for variables like
these is incredibly difficult,
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according to Engemann.
Still, the breadth and depth of data used for
this analysis add to the circumstantial evidence
linking green space and mental health. "The
effect is remarkable," says Lambert. "If we were
talking about a new medicine that had this kind
of effect the buzz would be huge, but these
results suggest that being able to go for a walk
in the park as a kid is just as impactful."
The greenery association with better mental
health held across both rural and urban areas of
Denmark. "You could grow up in very urban
areas but still have reduced risk if you're
surrounded by green spaces," says Engemann.
The study also can't address how different
kinds of green space and how people use it
affect mental health. Are forests more impactful
than sparer park spaces? Do you need to
actively use these spaces, or is simply growing
up near greenery enough? These are questions
Engemann hopes future studies can answer.
One large question remains: Why? What is
it about growing up near trees, shrubs and grass
that seems to boost resilience against
developing mental health problems?
Lambert suggests the explanation might run
deep, evolutionarily speaking. She says we
evolved surrounded by green space, and
something about being exposed to our "native"
environment might have powerful physiological
and psychological effects.
Additionally, more green space might simply
encourage more social interaction, exercise, or
decrease air and noise pollution, all of which are
known to impact mental health. Even exposure
to a wider diversity of microbes in childhood
could play a role.
"There are a lot of potential mechanisms to
follow up on, but generally I think this study is
tremendously important," says Lambert. "It
suggests that something as simple as better city
planning could have profound impacts on the
mental health and well-being of all of us."

Tree Preservation Orders and
Conservation Area News
Broadland Tree Preservation Orders Served, Confirmed and Revoked
TPO Number

Address

Served

Trees Protected

Status

2019 No 1 (1294)

11 Station New Road, Brundall

06/02/2019

11 Douglas fir

Confirmed on 1st August
2019

2019 No 4 (1297)

Land south of Smee Lane, Postwick

08/05/2019

15 oak, 6 ash, 5 sweet chestnut, 1
elm and 1 elder

Provisional.

2019 No 5 (1298)

Broadland Gate, Broadland Way, Postwick

08/05/2019

19 oak and 1 cherry

Provisional. 1 objection

2019 No 7 (1300)

142 Thunder Lane, Thorpe Saint Andrew

07/06/2019

2 x oak

Provisional.

2019 No 8 (1301)

1 South Avenue, Thorpe St Andrew

23/08/2019

3 x cypress

Provisional

Current Works to Trees Subject to a Tree Preservation Order and Section
211 Notifications for Works to Trees Within Conservation Areas
App No

Address

Species / Requested Works

Decision

20190915

2 Spinney Close, Thorpe St Andrew

T1 beech - reduce lower and mid canopy by 2-3m from 8m to 5.5m.

Approved

20190918

Cawston C Of E Primary Academy,
Aylsham Road, Cawston

T1 oak - crown lift to 4.5m around entrance to drive reducing back to
suitable pruning points.
T2 cockspur thorn – cut branches back from telephone line to reduce
pressure on line. Crown lift over drive to 4.5m to suitable pruning points.
T3 & T5 cotoneaster & T4 cockspur thorn - crown lift over drive to 4.5m
to suitable pruning points.
T7 lime - reduce low extended branch to north-west by approx 1.5m to
suitable pruning points. Crown lift path entrance to 2.4m to suitable
pruning points.
T11 birch - crown lift over building by 1m and over drive to 4m.
T12 cotoneaster – crown lift over drive to 4m.

Withdrawn

20191015

15 Drayton Lodge Park, Drayton

Chestnut – fell.

20191027

105 Taverham Road, Taverham

G4 Thuya x 8 and G2 Thuya x 2 – fell.

Split decision

21091033

111 Salhouse Road, Sprowston

T1 oak - crown clean, remove deadwood over 50mm diameter & reduce
lower branches on roadside from 6 – 7m to 3 m & crown raise to 6m.

21/08/2019

20191034

34 The Avenue, Wroxham

T1 & T2 yew – fell.

Split decision

20191039

Holly Tree Cottage, 74 Lower Street,
Salhouse

Eucalyptus – remove.

Approved

20191043

45 School Road, Reepham

T1 silver birch - overall crown reduction of up to 1m, current height 4m.
T2 apple - fell due to poor health.
T3 holly - reduction in height of up to 2m, current height 4m.
T4 cherry - crown reduction and reduction of over-extended branches on
south and west from 4 – 5m by approx 2m to secondary growth points.

Approved

20191045

Lodge Farm Court, Repton Avenue, Old
Catton

T2 & T3 Atlas cedar - fell and replant.

Approved

20191058

6 Binyon Gardens, Taverham

Silver birch - lower by 4m (currently 10m x 10m).
Blue cedar - lower by 2m and reduce sides by 1m (currently 15m x 8m).
Walnut - reduce all round by 1m (currently 10m x 10m).

26/08/2019

20191072

Land off Heydon Road, Cawston

Remove hedgerow to allow 5m pipe laying.

Approved

20191079

95 Bishops Close, Thorpe St Andrew

Hawthorn - current height 2.6m, trim by 75mm.

Approved

20191081

The Rectory, 1 Guist Road, Foulsham

T4 holly- reduce crown by 3m height and 1m on north side. Remove
elder growing through the crown.
T9 silver birch and T12 - blue Atlas cedar – fell.

02/09/2019

20191091

222 Taverham Road, Taverham

Cedar - crown raise by approx 3m on south and raise north if necessary.

Approved

20191092

Meadow View, 102 Lower Street,
Salhouse

T1 blue Atlas cedar - reduce crown spread from approx 6m to leave a
4m spread from stem in all directions back to suitable branch.

02/09/2019
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20191093

The Orchards, Norwich Road, Aylsham

T1 hawthorn – fell.

Approved

20191097

Cranbrook, The Avenue, Wroxham

T1 beech - crown reduce overall height by up to 4m, reduce crown
spread by 2m from dwellings located to the north and south and by 3m to
the east and west along boundary. Current height 16m approx, current
spread 9m approx to south and 10m to east-west.

04/09/2019

20191113

The White House, 66 Spixworth Road,
Old Catton

G1 laurels - reduce height from 9m to 2m.

21/08/2019

20191120

42 Charles Close, Wroxham

T1 oak - crown reduce 8m height and 8m width by 1.5-2m.

Approved

20191121

10 The Avenue, Wroxham

T1 Lawson cypress - current height 12m, current width 2m. Fell.
T2 beech - 12m high and 7m wide. Create 3m clearance from roof.

Split decision

20191122

35 College Close, Coltishall

T1 & T2 birch - current height 9m, current spread 5m. Reduce height by
approx 2.5m.

Approved

20191130

Sprowston Retail Park, Salhouse Road,
Sprowston

Root pruning and installation of root barrier between edge of pathway
and trees

Refused

20191135

55 Charles Close, Wroxham

T1 ash – fell.

Approved

20191137

1 South Avenue, Thorpe St Andrew

3 x conifers, 1 x cedar and a conifer hedge – fell.

TPO required

20191151

90 Charles Close, Wroxham

Goat willow – fell.

Approved

20190161

36 Wilks Farm Drive, Sprowston

T33 purple crab - currently 5m wide, 4.5m front to back, 3.3m tall.
Reduction to 4.9m front to back, 4.9m wide and 3.0m tall.

17/09/2019

20191169

7 Hobart Drive, Little Plumstead

T1 pedunculate oak & T2 beech - crown lift to 3m.

Approved

20191173

36 Bishops Close, Thorpe St Andrew

Acer negundo – fell.

Approved

20191177

The Orchards, 20 Norwich Road,
Aylsham

T4 sweet chestnut - reduce back from building to allow clearance of 2m;
reduce upper crown to healthy growth points and reduce end loading of
delaminated branches.

01/09/2019

20191178

9 Oakdale Road, Brundall

Purple Prunus - remove branch.

Approved

20191179

73-93 Saint Michaels Avenue, Aylsham

Maple - current height 12m. Crown lift by 3m and reduce lateral by 2.5m.

17/09/2019

20191185

Thorpe End Garage, 77 Plumstead Road,
Thorpe End

G1 Leyland cypress – fell.

Approved

20191187

1 Woodland Drive, Thorpe End

T1 copper beech & T3 fir –remove.
T2 lime - reduce height from 14m to 11-11.5m.
T4 lime - 10m high - raise lower crown to 3m above ground level.

.

04/09/2019

20191189

The Ferns, Beech Road, Wroxham

Sycamore - thin inner crown by 12% and alleviate pressure on phone
lines. Current height 12m and spread 8m approx.
Maple & 2 x chestnut at 23 The Avenue - reduce limbs growing over The
Ferns by 1.5m - 2m (current height 12-14m).

04/09/2019

20191190

Malan House, 1 Barnby Road,
Badersfield

T92 and T93 silver birch – fell.

Approved

Plot 2, The Oaks, Harvey Lane, Thorpe
St Andrew

T24 lime - re-coppice three stems to east to a height of 35cm.
T25 lime - re-pollard two stems to east to just above existing pollard
point at 2m and remove remaining small branches to east to a height of
4m to clear building line.
T26 lime – coppice.
T27 & T28 yew - reduce canopies on east side by 1.5m to clear building
line leaving a canopy spread to the east of 3m.
T73 lime - pollard leaning stem to the east leaving a 2m stem height.
Tree work to clear tree canopies from new building line to facilitate
building access.

05/09/2019

20191194

2 Mackintosh Close, Blofield

1 oak - approx height 22m. Crown dimensions: N=10m, S=11m, E=6m,
W=13m. To crown clean. Reduce crown area of north and south by 1.52m. Reduce western crown by 2-3m to reduce end-loading on lateral
branches and to create a more even shaped crown. Raise crown area by
up to 6 m above ground, reducing back to secondary growth points or
primary growth points where and when necessary. Eastern crown area
will be drop-crotched where necessary. Southern aspect of lower crown
area approx 6 branches have been stub-ended through DIY work Removal of approx 30-50% of these branches with the remainder being
selected and tidied.
T2 oak - approx height 21m. Crown dimensions: N=10m, S=12m,
E=10m, W=5m. To crown clean. Reduce north and east crown by 1.52m. Reduce southern crown by 2-2.5m. Western crown will be dropcrotched if deemed necessary. Raise crown to 6m. South-west aspect of
lower crown - large dead stub approx 7m long - reduce by 6m to leave a
1m stub (if customer desires)

Approved

20191195

71 Hall Lane, Drayton

T1 Prunus & T2 Viburnum - reduction of canopy to give 2.5m clearance
from building.

24/09/2019

20191192
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20191197

Birchdale, Blickling Road, Aylsham

T1 birch – fell.
T2 box elder - remove low limb.
T3 birch - crown lift of 6m.

06/09/2019

20191205

76 Sandy Lane, Taverham

Sweet chestnut - end tip reduction by up to 2.4m due to an open cavity
and brown cubical rot giving a radius of approx 6.5m in this area; crown
lift 3 lower branches to approx 3.6 - 3.9m and deadwood throughout.

Approved

20191217

Cawston C Of E Primary Academy,
Aylsham Road, Cawston

T1 oak, T3 & T5 cotoneaster and T4 cockspur thorn - crown lift around
drive entrance to 4.5m reducing back to suitable pruning points.
T2 cockspur thorn - cut branches back to reduce pressure on telephone
line. Crown lift branches over drive to 4.5m to suitable pruning points.
T7 lime - reduce low extended branch to north-west by approx 1.5m to
suitable pruning points. Crown lift path entrance to 2.4m to suitable
pruning points.
T11 birch - crown lift over building roof by 1m and over drive to 4m.
T12 cotoneaster - crown lift over drive to 4m.

20191218

37 High Street, Cawston

T13 & T14 ash - reduce back from building to allow 1.5m - 2m clearance.

20191220

125 Wroxham Road, Sprowston

T1 copper beech - crown raise to 6m over highway and driveway, crown
clean, crown thin of up to 15% and reduce lowest lateral branches
growing toward house by 2-3m.

20191228

24 Bishops Close, Thorpe St Andrew

Bird cherry – fell.

20191229

Abbots House, 25 White Hart Street,
Aylsham

T1 beech, T3 sweet chestnut, T4 hornbeam x 2 & T5 oak - crown lift 4m.
T2 beech - crown lift 4m & reduce of buildings approx 4m to suitable
pruning points.

20191231

1 The Stables, Hospital Road, Little
Plumstead

T1 sycamore – remove.

20191243

Parmeters ,12 Cromer Road, Aylsham

Crab apple at front of house and holly – fell.

20191248

Land at Blickling Estate, Blickling

Horse-chestnut x 3 – fell.

20191255

West Lodge, 19 Yarmouth Road, Blofield

T1 sycamore - crown clean, raise to 7m and thin live branches by 5%.

20191258

8 Windsor Chase, Taverham

T1 bird cherry - crown raise to 6m, thin live branches by 5%, deadwood.
T2 horse-chestnut – fell.

20191263

46 Charles Close, Wroxham

Oak - crown raise by 2.5 - 3m and crown thin by 12%; current height and
spread 18m.

20191264

The Croft, Bell Lane, Salhouse

T1 conifer – fell.
T2 conifer - reduce height from 9.5 to 8m.
T3 cherry - current height 10m, crown reduction by 2 - 2.5m.

20191271

Paradise House, Schoolhouse Lane,
Aylsham

Laurel, rhododendron x 2, yew and Leyland cypress – fell.

20191272

Millwood, Mill Road, Horstead

Dead cherry – remove.

20191273

2 Lower House, White Lion Road,
Coltishall

Ash – fell.

20191275

U C P Zeller Plastik, Salhouse Road,
Sprowston

T1 beech, T3 birch, T4 birch x 2 and T8 elm – fell.
T2 beech - remove low branch to growth point 4m from stem.
OT1 oak - raise low crown to give 2m clearance, reduce extended lateral
branches by approx 1.5m.

20191283

6 Princess Beatrice Close, Hellesdon

T1 sweet chestnut - remove back to main stem.
T2 sycamore - branch reduction from 5.5m to 3.6m.

20191302

Badgers, 31 The Avenue, Wroxham

T1 Lawson cypress and T2 buckthorn – fell.

20191305

Hill House, 2 Skinners Lane, Wroxham

Along our northern boundary is a row of 50 large, mature Leyland
cypress trees, perhaps 40 years old. In all likelihood they were planted
as a screen between the garden and the public footpath and mooring/
recreation area next door. Now, more recently, a high fence has been
erected and other foliage has grown in the area next door, making a
screen less important, but more significantly the leylandii were not
maintained and now have no foliage lower down. So now they not only
offer little screening themselves but also prevent more suitable plants
growing underneath. Furthermore they are crowding some of our other,
native, trees including three Scots pine and a lime for example. They
are, in general, too strong and not a satisfying or natural part of the
landscape. We have a lot of other trees in the garden and the leylandii
will not be missed. We would like permission to fell them.

20191306

Didworthy House, 10 Holman Road,
Aylsham

Holly – dead – remove.

20191308

Didworthy House, 10 Holman Road,
Aylsham

Holly - reduction of height of hedge and removal of dead branches.

24

20191310

Trees, Lady Lane, Hainford

T2 cherry - current height 8m, spread north 15m, south, east & west 5m,
reduce away from property by approx 1m to suitable pruning points and
crown lift 3m.
T12 oak - current height 18m, spread north 3m, south 9m, east & west5m, remove deadwood.
T13 oak - current height 20m, spread north & east 6m, south & west 5m,
remove deadwood.
T14 beech - current height 20m, spread north & west 7m, south 6m and
east 5m, reduce over road by approx 3m to suitable pruning points.
T15 holly - current height 10m, spread north 4m, south, east & west-5m.,
crown lift by approx 2m.

20191315

High View, 22A Chapel Lane, Thorpe St
Andrew

Elm - remove 2 branches and prune.
Beech – prune.

20191316

5-7 White Hart Street, Aylsham

Lime - clear back to boundary.

20191318

Didworthy House, 10 Holman Road,
Aylsham

Reduce holly to height of existing hedge and remove dead branches.

20191321

Hill House, Market Hill, Foulsham

T1 poplar and T2 cypress – fell.

20191323

Hill House, Market Hill, Foulsham

T1 poplar and T2 cypress – fell.

20191326

13 Breydon Road, Sprowston

Copper beech - crown raise to achieve clearance of 4.5-5m.

20191330

34 Church Lane, Wroxham

T1 horse chestnut & T2 Tilia spp - crown reduce, reduce height from
24m to 17m, remove deadwood. Trees are located close to the property
and shade out entire garden.
T3 - Tilia spp - remove deadwood.

20191331

32 Church Lane,Wroxham

T1 beech - crown reduce, reduce in height from 22m to 18m, remove
deadwood and prune away from BT line to give 1.5m clearance.

20191332

Oakside House, Newton Road, Hainford

T7 and T8 oak – reduce, clear house and shaped into one crown. Thin
to let light through to the garden.
T6 and T5 oak - crowned reduce to maintain trees suitable for area and
thin to let light through to the garden.
T2 - reduce crown to let light in and remove broken limb.

20191338

Beckies Cottage, 22 Chapel Lane,
Thorpe St Andrew

Cherry - reduce to achieve 1m clearance from cables.
Dead Cypress - reduce from 3.5m to 1.5m in height.
Trees at side of the house - reduce from 7.5m to 6.0m in height.

20191343

Rear of 28 & 30 St Michaels Avenue and
Children's Play Area, Aylsham

Laurel & sycamore to rear of 28 & 30 - cut back to within grassed area.
Lift canopy to ensure minimum clearance of 2m from play equipment.

Explanatory Notes:
1)

App No is the unique Broadland District Council Planning Application number allocated to the application to carry out work and is the number by
which progress of the application may be traced. Any comment, objection, support or request for information should quote this number.

2)

Address is the address to which the application for work relates. In other words, it is the address where the trees for which the application is
made are located.

3)

Species / Requested Works is the species of the tree(s) concerned and details of the work proposed. A reference such as T1, T2 or G1 may
also appear and that is simply a reference to the tree(s) on the TPO, Conservation Order or simply on the application.

4)

Decision is either the date by which a decision is due to be made by Broadland District Council or the actual decision.

5)

This list is not designed to be a definitive list of all the relevant details. The reader should always refer to the specific application on the
Broadland District Council “Planning Explorer” at https://secure.broadland.gov.uk/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/GeneralSearch.aspx to view the
application or read the Council’s decision.

Stop Press
The day after I completed this edition of Broadsheet it was announced that President Jair
Bolsonaro, who has faced intense criticism at home and abroad for failing to protect the
rainforest, has banned setting fires to clear land for 60 days in response to a massive increase
in the number of fires in the Amazon rainforest. However, a leading Brazilian environmentalist
warned on 28 August that the "worst of the fire is yet to come".
South American countries will meet during the first week in September to discuss the crisis.
It remains unclear what impact the ban will have, as environmentalists say the overwhelming
majority of forest clearance in the Brazilian Amazon is already illegal and enforcement is lax.
Indeed, neighbouring countries are, apparently, equally guilty of destroying the forest.
Broadsheet will report more fully on this worrying forest clearance in next month’s edition.
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