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 A Busy Month 
 

ITHOUT doubt, October is going to be a busy month 
for Broadland Tree Wardens.  We have what are 
possibly the two most important dates in our calendar 

with the East Anglian Regional Tree Wardens’ Forum on 
Sunday 6 October in Reedham Village Hall, followed by our 
first AGM on Wednesday 16 October in Freethorpe Village Hall.

Now, I know I’ve said it before 
(many times before in fact), and I 
will no doubt say it again (just as 
many times I guess) but if you don’t 
attend any other Network events 
during the year these are the two 
you must make every effort to 
attend. 

Details of both events have been circulated 
together with the Agenda for our AGM and I 
urge you to encourage members of your 
town/parish council to also attend.  I look 
forward to seeing you all at both events. 

October is also the month that we need to 
be planning our tree planting for the coming 
season.  To date we have spent/allocated 
around £1,000 of our £3,000 budget so there is 
funding available. 

Let’s face it.  Wherever you look or 
whatever or whoever you listen to, we are being 
urged to plant trees to offset CO2 emissions.  
Surely, as Tree Wardens, we should be leading 
the way and each of us should plant some trees. 

To date, two projects have requested 
funding from the budget so, basically, two Tree 
Wardens will be responsible for planting a 
hundred trees each.  All credit to them.  
However, we need more.   

So come on.  Surely we can all find space 
enough to plant one tree.  Of course, a hundred 
or so would be better! 

 

RITAIN’S biggest environ-
mental groups have warned 
the government that funding 

to tackle the climate emergency 
must be more than double next 
year to avoid an even greater cost 
from catastrophic ecological 
breakdown in the future. 

Writing to the chancellor, Sajid Javid, as he 
prepared to announce his spending priorities for 
the year ahead, more than a dozen leading 
environment charities, including Greenpeace 
and Friends of the Earth as well as other leading 
organisations such as Oxfam and Christian Aid, 
said urgent action was required to raise 
spending. 

Spelling out their demands in a costed 
roadmap for meeting the climate emergency, 
the groups said that government spending 
needed to increase from roughly £17bn a year 
at present to at least £42bn over the next three 
years. Further increases would be required in 
the future should the government wish to meet 
its promise of net zero carbon emissions by 
2050. 

Failure to deliver the bold rise in expend-
iture, equivalent to about 2% of economic out-
put each year and around 5% of total state 
spending, would mean passing on an 

unsustainable economy with a “planet-sized 
debt” caused by climate breakdown, the groups 
said. 

Although broadly welcoming the 2050 
target, promised by Theresa May among the 
final acts of her premiership, the charities said 
the date needed to be brought forward by 
several years and that policy and funding 
arrangements were not yet in place. 

In the letter, the organisations urged the 
chancellor to demonstrate that he understood 
the gravity of the challenge by holding a climate 
and nature emergency budget to unleash a 
clean industrial revolution in Britain. 

The letter, also signed by charities including 
the Woodland Trust, WWF and Islamic Relief, 
said higher state investment would encourage 
more private spending to bring about a low-
carbon economy, telling Javid: “Your 
department holds the key to ending the UK’s 
contribution to climate change and reversing 
nature’s retreat, while also setting off a positive 
economic transformation.” 

Boris Johnson had said there would be 
greater funding for big infrastructure projects but 
without giving specific details for low-carbon 
schemes. Polling carried out for the charities by 
Opinium found a majority of people want 
ministers to spend more on the climate 
emergency and nature more broadly. 

Among the priorities put forward by the 
groups are an £11.6bn expansion in transport 
spending, including a UK-wide car scrappage 
scheme to remove heavily-polluting vehicles 
from the roads. 

As much as £2.6bn per year should be 
spent on rewilding projects and other land 
management schemes, billions should be 
ploughed into buildings and industry to boost 
environmental sustainability, while more funding 
should be given to help communities disrupted 
by the transition to a low-carbon economy. 

John Sauven, an economist and executive 
director of Greenpeace UK, said: “No one in 
government is still trying to argue that this is not 
an emergency, and yet no one in government is 
acting as though it is. 

“We are still constantly pumping carbon into 
the atmosphere, and trying to ignore the 
problem will leave our children with a damaged 
world and a planet-sized debt. There’s a strong 
economic case and an overwhelming moral 
imperative for the chancellor to act.”  

 

REES and woodlands must be 
at the forefront of Govern-
ment thinking when tackling 

the climate emergency and the time 
for action is now was the message 
from experts at the Confor Wood-
land Show at Longleat. 

 Guy Shrubsole, of Friends of the Earth, said 
at the event: “We need the Government to step 
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up. We doubled forest cover in the last century 
and it’s time to re-discover that vision, and do 
that again to tackle the ecological and climate 
emergency.” 

 The Confor Woodland Show focused on 
how to increase forest cover significantly to 
make a real difference in charting the UK’s path 
to net-zero emissions by 2050. 

Confor’s Dr Eleanor Harris said: “These new 
woodlands will be delivering low carbon 
construction material by 2050. When we create 
new woodlands, we aren’t just planting trees, 
what we are really planting is optimism, hope 
and excitement.” 

The Committee on Climate Change has 
called tree planting a “simple, low-cost option” to 
remove carbon from the atmosphere – part of a 
mounting body of evidence that says tree 
planting and timber construction must play a 
greater role in mitigating the damaging effects of 
climate change. 

In England last year only 1,420 hectares of 
new woodland were created, 71% short of the 
Government’s own target. 

Guy Shrubsole said: “We need more woods 
everywhere, on farms, hedges, in the urban 
fringe and more, better woodlands for a wide 
range of purposes.” 

Confor’s England Manager Caroline Ayre 
urged Defra to do more. She said: “We urgently 
need Defra to have a joined-up approach to 
supporting sustainable land use in England. The 
Forestry Commission needs to be a one-stop 
shop for woodland creation, and senior 
management need to be held responsible for 
delivering on Government targets.” 

 

EVEN South American 
countries have agreed 
measures to protect the 

Amazon River basin, amid global 
concern over massive fires in the 
world's largest tropical Seven 
South American countries have 
agreed measures to protect the 
Amazon River basin, amid global 
concern over massive fires in the 
world's largest tropical forest. 

Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana, 
Peru and Suriname signed a pact, setting up a 
disaster response network and satellite 
monitoring.  At a summit in Colombia, they also 
agreed to work on reforestation. 

More than 80,000 fires have broken out in 
the Amazon rainforest this year. 

"This meeting will live on as a co-ordination 
mechanism for the presidents that share this 
treasure - the Amazon," said Colombian 
President Iván Duque, who hosted the summit 
in the city of Leticia. 

Meanwhile, Peruvian President Martín 
Vizcarra said: "Goodwill alone is not enough 
anymore." 

The seven nations also agreed to put more 
efforts into education and increase the role of 
indigenous communities.  The countries were 
represented in Leticia by presidents, vice-
presidents and ministers.  Brazil's far-right 
President Jair Bolsonaro took part by video ink 
because he was preparing for surgery. 

The Amazon is a vital carbon store that 
slows down the pace of global warming, and 
60% of it is located in Brazil.  The number of fires 
between January and August 2019 is double 
that of the same period last year, according to 
the country's National Institute for Space 
Research (Inpe). 

President Bolsonaro has drawn intense 
domestic and international criticism for failing to 

protect the region.  Environmentalists say his 
policies have led to an increase in fires this year 
and that he has encouraged cattle farmers to 
clear vast swathes of the rainforest since his 
election last October. 

Bolivia has also seen fires rage across the 
forest near its borders with Brazil and Paraguay. 

Meanwhile, Brazil's leading meat export 
industry group and agricultural businesses have 
joined an environmental campaign calling for an 
end to deforestation in public lands in the 
Amazon and demanding government action. 

Several international retailers have said 
they are suspending purchases of Brazilian 
leather because of the links between cattle 
ranching and the fires devastating parts of the 
Amazon rainforest. 

 

 

N 16 SEPTEMBER Secretary 
of State for Transport Grant 
Shapps ordered that remov-

al of ancient woodlands for HS2 be 
stopped during the independent 
review into the project unless they 
are shown to be absolutely 
necessary to avoid major cost and 
schedule impacts, should the 
scheme proceed as planned. 

The Transport Secretary told HS2 Ltd to 
review its ancient woodlands clearance 
programme and assess what removals can be 
halted until after the examination of HS2, led by 
Doug Oakervee, has reported in autumn.  He 
recognised the concerns of local residents and 
campaigners that clearing ancient woodland is 
irreversible. 

He also told HS2 Ltd that these removals 
will only be allowed during Oakervee’s work if 
they are shown to be absolutely necessary to 
prevent major cost and schedule impacts. 

HS2 Ltd will continue with other important 
preparatory works which, if delayed, would have 
a damaging impact on cost and schedule if HS2 
were to continue. 

Transport Secretary Grant Shapps said 
“There is no sense in hiding the challenges HS2 
faces, or masking the difficult decisions that 
need to be taken.  So, as Douglas Oakervee’s 
review continues, we must take a sensible 
approach and recognise that some works simply 
cannot be undone later. 

“Having listened to the concerns of affected 
residents and Parliamentary colleagues, I have 
ordered HS2 Ltd to consider what works 
affecting ancient woodland clearances can be 
delayed for the duration of the review. This 
ensures we avoid irreversible decisions without 
major impacts on cost and schedule. HS2 may 
be a complex project overall, but I think this 

request is just common sense.” 
 

HAT was the good news.  Now 
for the bad!  It appears that 
what the Environment 

Secretary said didn’t tell the whole 
story.  I know that is most unusual 
for a politician but it’s a fact. 

Last month, villagers in Buckinghamshire 
staged a protest over plans to clear hundreds of 
acres of trees and shrubs to make way for HS2.  
The work is due to begin this month to make way 
for the £88 billion railway line. 
 As reported in the preceding section of this 
editorial, the government had previously said 
work to remove ancient woodland would be 
stopped until a review of the project was 
complete. 
 However, HS2 Ltd, the company behind the 
construction, said that the woods near Steeple 
Claydon in Aylesbury Vale are not considered 
ancient.  Of course, the Environment Secretary 
failed to say that HS2 Ltd would decide what is 
ancient woodland. 
 A public event will be held this month to allow 
residents to also say voice their concerns.  HS2 
Ltd also says that tens of thousands of new 
trees will be planted as part of the construction. 
 Well, that will make it better … I don’t think!! 
 

EANWHILE, broadcaster 
and naturalist Chris 
Packham has threatened 

legal action against the Govern-
ment over plans to destroy ancient 
woodlands from October onwards 
in preparation for the HS2 railway.  
 He has also demanded urgent clarification 
following the Transport Secretary’s 
announcement that he has ordered HS2 Ltd to 
stop removals of ancient woodlands, unless 
they are necessary to, “avoid major cost and 
schedule impacts”. 
 Law firm Leigh Day, acting on behalf of Mr 
Packham, has sent the Transport Secretary, 
Grant Shapps MP, a Pre-Action Protocol letter 
requesting the cessation of the HS2 enabling 
works pending the outcome of the Government 
review announced on 21 August 2019.  
 In answers to Parliamentary Questions 
submitted by Sir David Lidington MP on 5 
September 2019, the Transport Secretary 
confirmed that enabling works would continue. 
Lidington, the MP for Aylesbury, pointed out that 
this means public money will be used to fell 
ancient woodlands even though it is open to the 
review panel to recommend that the project be 
cancelled completely or in part.  
 The enabling works threaten at least 13 
ancient woodlands along the Phase 1 HS2 
route. These include Cubbington Woods in 
Warwickshire which is home to an iconic pear 
tree thought to be at least 250 years old and 
voted England’s Tree of the Year in 2015.  
 Other sites scheduled to be damaged or 
destroyed before the review on the future of the 
HS2 project is complete include woodlands in 
Birmingham, Staffordshire, and Warwickshire, 
some of which are home to a rich variety of 
species protected by European and national law 
such as bats and provide suitable habitat for 
dormice and otters. 
 The pre-action protocol letter to the 
Transport Secretary was written before his 
announcement on 16 September that he has 
ordered HS2 Ltd to stop removals of ancient 
woodlands for HS2 unless they are necessary 
to “avoid major cost and schedule impacts”.  

S O 

T 

M 

Physics 

1.1. History 

Aristotle said a bunch of stuff that was 
wrong.  Galileo and Newton fixed things 
up.  Then Einstein broke everything 
again.  Now, we’ve basically got it all 
worked out, except for small stuff, big 
stuff, hot stuff, cold stuff, fast stuff, 
heavy stuff, dark stuff, turbulence and 
the concept of time. 

My thanks to Alexis Ciurczak, my 
favourite American reader, for this 
snippet.  Don’t worry though Alexis.  I’m 
sure that your President will sort 

everything out for you!!! 
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 Mr Packham has sought urgent clarification 
of which woodlands are expected nonetheless 
to be destroyed and the detail of the criteria by 
which HS2 will decide. At this stage it is unclear 
whether any of the 13 ancient woodlands 
identified in Packham’s pre-action letter will in 
fact be given a temporary reprieve as a result of 
the Transport Secretary’s announcement.  
 Chris Packham said: “For a multitude of 
reasons I am very pleased that the future of HS2 
is under review. However, as the minister has 
failed to give unequivocal assurances that 
ongoing enabling works will not damage, 
destroy or disturb important and irrecoverable 
wildlife sites I am launching this legal action.  
 “To think that a single hectare of ancient 
woodland, indeed a single old oak might be 
unnecessarily felled and lost forever on account 
of a scheme which may not even progress is 
untenable. This government should be minded 
to act to mitigate any environmental damage 
against its declaration of a climate and environ-
mental emergency. These woodlands and their 
creatures are national natural treasures.  They 
are not expendable.  They are invaluable.” 
 Carol Day, solicitor in the environmental 
team at Leigh Day who is working on the 
challenge with solicitor Tom Short, said: “Our 
client is concerned that the Transport Secretary 
has not done enough to ensure there will be no 
loss of, or damage to, irreplaceable ancient 
woodlands during the period of the Review. We 
may be in a situation where there is no eventual 
'gain' arising from the railway, so we are asking 
for proof that he properly considered this issue, 
alongside national planning policy protecting 
these important wildlife habitats, on all 13 sites.” 
 

HE Labour Party wants to 
plant an “NHS forest” of a 
million trees at hospitals 

across the UK to battle pollution 
and counteract the NHS’s carbon 
footprint. 

The plan, part of the party’s plans for a 
green revolution, would also provide therapeutic 
spaces for patients and staff, which Labour 
believes would help recovery and promote 
wellbeing. 

Jonathan Ashworth, the shadow health 
secretary, says the plans are part of a vision to 
make the NHS the greenest health service in the 
world, at a time when it is a significant 
contributor to carbon emissions in the UK. 

He will declare a climate emergency in the 
NHS and unveil new commitments to help the 
health service meet a net zero carbon emissions 
target, including the installation of 150,000 solar 
panels and replacing polluting ambulances with 
low-emission vehicles. 

Ashworth also wants clean air zones around 
NHS buildings and more energy efficient 
systems across the estate. “Actually, the NHS is 
one of the biggest polluters in the country, 
representing 6.3% of the carbon footprint in 
England. It’s more than the annual emissions 
from passenger aircraft departing from 
Heathrow, but I want to move to a net zero 
greenest health service in the world,” he said. 

“You’re not going to resolve air quality just 
by planting a million trees but it is an important 
gesture and also, particularly in mental health 
trusts, access to green space has a huge 
therapeutic value.” 

“Air pollution kills up to 40,000 people in 
England every year costing society more than 
£20bn. We have one of the highest rates of 
asthma deaths for young people in Europe. 

“As health secretary, I’ll declare a climate 
emergency across our NHS. It’s my 

commitment that a Labour government will 
deliver the greenest health service in the world. 
Our ambition is a net zero NHS.” 

He said hospitals would get green 
makeovers as ageing buildings were upgraded 
and repaired, prioritising solar panels and 
energy efficiency. 

“When the NHS procures it will do so 
ethically and sustainably. And we’ll guarantee a 
right to green space for patients and staff with 
an NHS forest planting 1 million trees across our 
NHS – a carbon-storing tree for every member 
of staff,” he will say. 

Politics aside (and Broadsheet will always 
remain “politics neutral”) it would be so good if 
we could believe anything a politician tells us 
there days. 
 

NDING this editorial on a 
depressing note, more than 
half of Europe’s endemic 

trees are threatened with extinction 
as invasive diseases, pests, 
pollution and urban development 
take a growing toll on the 
landscape, according to a study. 

Ash, elm and rowan trees are among those 
in decline, says the assessment of the 
continent’s biodiversity, which could complicate 
efforts to tackle the climate crisis through 
reforestation. 

“It is a threat. It is not just the naturally 
occurring trees and woodlands, it is also some 
of the big commercial conifers that are 
threatened by invasive species,” said one of the 
authors of the report, David Allen of the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature, 
who produced the study. 

He warned that countries such as the UK 
were keen to import more saplings to draw 
carbon out of the atmosphere, but said young 
trees needed to be carefully screened to avoid 
diseases and pests entering the country and 
depleting existing forests. 

“We are encouraged to plant more trees, 
quite rightly, but we have to be very careful to 
ensure they don’t come with pest species. We 
need to be very careful about biosecurity,” he 
said. 

Invasive species – spread through the trade 
of plants or untreated timber – are the largest 
threat to native trees that are found only in 
Europe, sometimes only in one valley or region. 

The IUCN’s European red list of trees found 
58% of these endemic trees are threatened and 
15% (66 species) were classified as critically 
endangered. 

Many of those at greatest risk are in the 
Sorbus genus. This includes rowan, mountain 
ash and Ley’s whitebeam, of which there are 
only nine plants left – all in Merthyr Tydfil, 
Wales. Scientists say this particular tree is a 
relatively recent hybrid and there was only ever 
a very small population in a restricted 
geographical area, so the knock-on effects are 

likely to be minuscule. 
Of greater concern is the demise of more 

common trees. Tim Rich, another of the 
contributors to the study, said he was alarmed 
by the loss of ash trees due to an invasive 
fungus. 

“I’ve been keeping an eye on it over the past 
five years. Last year, I began to get quite 
worried. This year, huge areas are experiencing 
a dieback and it’s not just affecting saplings like 
it was before. Now it’s whole big trees. I drove in 
some parts of Pembrokeshire recently, and 
every five or 10 metres there was an ash tree 
dead or dying. This is a major problem, way 
worse than I expected it to be.” 

The horse-chestnut, beloved by generations 
that played conkers as children, has been 
classified as vulnerable due to the spread of an 
invasive leaf-miner moth that damages its 
leaves. This adds to existing pressures from 
forest fires, tourist resort expansion and logging. 
Other species are negatively affected by 
excessive nitrogen depositions from air 
pollution, housing estates and pig farms. 

The study of trees is part of a wider 
European red list that examines the status of 
overlooked species in order to determine 
priorities for conservation. It found 20-50% of 
terrestrial molluscs, shrubs and bryophytes, 
such as moss and liverworts, are threatened 
with extinction due to a loss of wild areas, 
expanded agriculture and climate change. 
Although these species are unglamorous and 
rarely attract attention, they play a vital role in 
food production and other natural life support 
systems through oxygen production, nutrient 
recycling and soil regeneration. 

“The high extinction threats revealed by the 
European red list are very alarming, given that 
92% of the mollusc species native to Europe are 
endemic to the continent. Thus, once these 
species are lost from Europe, they are gone for 
ever,” Eike Neubert, an IUCN mollusc specialist, 
said. “In order to restore terrestrial mollusc 
numbers in Europe, essential changes will be 
needed in policies relating to land use, along 
with careful control of urbanisation and 
sustainable management of semi-natural 
areas.” 

Rich, who has studied trees for several 
decades, said he was increasingly worried by 
the broad trend. 

“We are seeing our natural environment 
being eaten away,” he said. It’s such a wide 
scale problem, rather like climate, that it needs 
major policy change but what we should be 
doing seems impractical so it is only when things 
get really dire that we will take action. We should 
be looking after this more strategically. There 
really is no Planet B. When I think at how this 
place will be in the next 50 years, it is extremely 
worrying.” 

 

HAT’s it for this month.  I will 
now be concentrating on the 
Forum, our AGM and your 

requests for trees and shrubs.  As I 
said at the beginning, it will be a 
busy month! 
 As I put this edition to bed (on 30 September) 
registrations for the Forum are at an all-time low.  
We just have enough to warrant going ahead 
with the event.  Just 45! 
 No doubt some of you will remember those 
days when we had approaching 150.  Oh well!! 
 Enjoy tour October and I hope to see you at 
the Forum and AGM.  

  All the best, 

   John Fleetwood

T 

E 
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History of Britain’s Forests and Woodlands: 
100 Years of the Forestry Commission 

 
 

An article published on www.countryfile.com 
 
 

FOUNDED in September 1919, the Forestry Commission began work to restore Britain's forests 
and woodlands that had been lost during the First World War. Celebrating its centenary year in 
2019, our guide looks at the history of the UK's forests and woodlands, wildlife to spot and the 
best forests to visit. 

Britain’s tree cover had steadily 
declined since the Middle-Ages, 
and in the early 20th century, 
extensive tree felling left the 
country’s timber resources 
severely depleted. 

The First World War changed many things 
in Britain, and the country’s woodlands were no 
exception, with the conflict ultimately 
transforming Britain’s forests. Did you know that 
just 100 years ago many of the forests we enjoy 
in England today didn’t even exist? 

At the outbreak of war in 1914, there had 
been little anxiety about timber supplies, but 
there was soon a shortage. The Royal Navy 
found itself in greatest need. It desperately 
required coal for its fleet, which meant 
increasing production in coal pits around the 
country. Essential to prevent the new tunnels 
from collapsing were pit props – made, of 
course, from timber. 

Unfortunately, Britain’s forests were not 
ready to meet the demand. Scientific, modern 
forestry, developed in 18th-century Germany 
and based on careful measurement and 
management of plantations, had been slow to 
catch on in Britain. While enthusiastic gentry 
had long planted trees from around the world, 
Edwardian forestry had been dominated by 
wealthy landowners more focused on growing 
woodlands in which to rear pheasants for 
shooting rather than for timber production. 

With the supply of timber from overseas 
imperilled by German submarine attacks, the 
government recognised that vigorous action 
was required to maximise home production. So, 
in November 1915, the Home-grown Timber 
Committee chaired by Liberal MP Francis 
Acland was established to control the supply of 
timber across Britain. 

Progress was rapid. There were 182 
government-run sawmills by the end of 1917, 
supplemented by a further 40 mills run by 
groups such as the Canadian Forestry Corps 
and Women’s Forestry Corps. By 1918, 182,000 
hectares of woodland had been felled – an area 
larger than modern-day Greater London. 

The strain of the First World War left 
woodlands in a state in disrepair and by 1919, 
woodland cover was at an all-time low of 5%. It 
was decided that an urgent solution was 
needed, and on the 1 September 1919, The 
Forestry Act was passed. 

This act created the Forestry Commission – 
a body that would create woods and forests 
owned by the state. Things moved quickly and 
the tenacious Roy Robinson appointed to the 
key role of technical commissioner. The war had 
catalysed the introduction of a state forest 
service and the luxurious forestry traditionally 

practised on landed estates was now a thing of 
the past. 

In December 1919, the first Forestry 
Commission trees (a combination of beech and 
larch) were planted in Devon’s Eggesford Forest 
by Lord Clinton. 

From that moment onwards, the 
Commission’s estate grew to over 900,000 
acres (364,217ha) across England, Scotland 
and Wales, while the demand for timber 
increased as tensions in Europe mounted once 
again. 

Planting was by hand and felling by axe and 
saw; in the interwar years, forestry was barely 
mechanised. By 1939, 4,300 industrial staff 
worked directly for the FC; the peak in direct 
industrial employment was in 1954, at 13,600. 
This number then fell throughout the late 1950s 
and 1960s, with the arrival of labour-saving 
chainsaws. Later, mechanical harvesting made 
felling even more efficient. 

By 1939, the FC had acquired 171,000 
hectares (659 square miles) of plantable land in 
England and Wales and 105,000 hectares (407 
square miles) in Scotland. It had planted and 
acquired 189,000 hectares (731 square miles) 
of coniferous woodland and 26,600 hectares 
(103 square miles) of broadleaved woodland. 

The Second World War only reinforced the 
need for state control of forestry. The war effort 
once more demanded timber; 11% of all 
woodlands had been felled by the time of the 
1947/9 census. This new planting produced 
uncompromisingly commercial forests that were 
modern, regular, efficient and utilitarian. Most 
planting was in artificial, single-species blocks of 

conifers. The largest examples were at 
Galloway Forest Park in Scotland and Kielder 
Forest in Northumberland; both dominated by 
fast-growing Sitka spruce. 

Meanwhile, private landowners had also 
been planting similar forests, often supported by 
the FC, which started paying tree-planting 
grants in the interwar period, improving these 
after the war with comprehensive grants for 
farmers and landowners. (In return, private 
landowners are obliged to apply for permission 
to harvest trees, as the FC regulates felling on 
private land.) 

Well before the Second World War, the 
massive new forests were being criticised by the 
Friends of the Lake District for blocking public 
access and for replacing ‘wilderness’ with 
managed landscapes. The clergyman, 
schoolmaster and campaigner for national 
parks, Henry Herbert Symonds, argued that 
“natural beauty” which provided “emotional 
resources of escape from the frigid pattern of 
urban life” was being ruined by the “groping” and 
“mutilating hands” of the FC. There was an 
intense dispute in the mid-1930s, with the 
Council for the Preservation of Rural England 
negotiating a halt to the afforestation of the 
central Lake District fells. 

In its first 10 years, the FC aimed to 
establish 81,000 hectares of new woodland, and 
very nearly achieved it. The commission bought 
land on the open market, or leased it for 999 
years. 

Most of the land was marginal upland 
grazing land of relatively little importance for 
agriculture. In the lowlands, land chosen 
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included heathlands in Hampshire, Sherwood 
Forest and Suffolk, and huge areas of recently 
felled woodland. 

Now, the Forestry Commission’s main aim 
is to maintain and enhance England’s forests for 
people and wildlife; planting a range of species 
to create forests resilient to climate change and 
tree disease. 

In its centenary year, Forestry Commission 
England looks after more than 1,500 woods and 
forests. It undertakes important research on 
forest establishment and harvesting, mechanis-
ation, herbicides and production control. It has 
played a vital role in advising landowners about 
devastating diseases, such as Dutch elm 
disease in the late 1960s and, more recently, 
ash dieback, which could kill millions of ash 
trees over the next 20 years. 

The FC is also country’s largest landowner, 
managing diverse forests, heathlands, moors 
and urban spaces, and delivers scientific 
services in support of sustainable forestry. 

 
Y the end of 1941, 3,800 women from 
the Women’s Land Army were work-
ing in woods and forests.  Their work 

was so important that, in April 1942, the 
Women’s Timber Corps was established; by 
the following year, 8,500 women were 
working for the Forestry Commission and 
the timber trades. . 

Most were felling trees, using large axes 
and two-handed saws. Once felled, trees had 

their side branches removed (snedding) and 
were cut into lengths and stacked ready to be 
taken by lorry to the sawmill. 

The trees were used for pit props, telegraph 
poles, chestnut railings or tracks (some used 
during the D-Day landings) and aircraft 
construction, including the Mosquito. Women 
were trained for a month before starting work in 
the woods. Those good at mathematics were 
selected for forest mensuration, including 
choosing the best trees for felling and devising 
extraction routes 
 

ORESTS have many environmental 
and health benefits, which is why they 
need to be as resilient as possible to 

the threats of climate change, pests and 
diseases. 

As well as providing sustainable timber, 
essential habitats for wildlife, and a place for 
recreation and escape, forests also create 
cleaner air and prevent flooding. 

Studies have also shown that forested 
areas can have a positive impact on health, 
finding that just two hours in a forest could lower 
cortisol (the hormone linked to stress), reduce 
blood pressure and boost the immune system. 

This is the reason why many link forests with 
a sense of wellbeing, suggesting that 
woodlands are not only good for physical health, 
but for mental health too. 

 
ORESTS and woodlands in the UK are 
the home of a plethora of wildlife 
species, from bats to pine martens. 

Some of the most common forest-based 
species include the following. 

Goshawks, buzzards, ospreys and red kites 
frequently visit forests and like to fly over newly 
planted areas in search of food. 

Many small birds, like the kingfisher, will be 
found near forest streams, while others, 
particularly cuckoos, woodpeckers and 
goldcrests, remain around the edges of our 
forest. 

Small insects and invertebrates such as 

beetles, butterflies, moths and dragonflies are 
an essential part of the forest.  All other 
ecosystems depend on them. 

Tawny and long-eared owls can be found in 
a range of forest habitats, but are mainly found 
in coniferous woodlands. 

Roe deer, red deer and muntjac are the 
three forest-based deer species. 

 
HE UK is home to spectacular trees 
and woodlands, from England’s 
largest forest, Kielder, to County 

Derry’s untouched Banagher Glen. Here’s 
our pick of the top five forests to visit. 

The New Forest in Hampshire.  Here, the 
word ‘forest’ refers to its ancient meaning: a 
royal hunting ground. The forest has no 
expanse of thick woodland, but vast areas of 
heather moorland punctuated by New Forest 
ponies, grazing cattle, deer and red kites. 

Baluain Wood, Perthshire.  Pull on your 
boots and step into a reclaimed forest, climbing 
through trees of golden larch, towering Scots 
pine and magnificent mountain ash in search of 
a roaring Cairngorms cascade. 

Coed y Brenin, Snowdonia.  Located near 
Dolgellau, Coed y Brenin is now one of the 
flagship forests of Natural Resources Wales. 
Commercial softwood forestry across some 
7,650 acres (3,093ha) of Forest Park combines 
with recreational facilities for mountain-bikers 
and a network of spectacular scenic trails for 
hikers, based around the impressive visitor 
centre. 

Banagher Glen in County Derry, Northern 
Ireland is one of very few pieces of forest in the 
United Kingdom that is just about untouched by 
human hands – at least as far as deforestation 
is concerned. 

Forest of Dean, Gloucestershire.  Take a 
walk or cycle along one of the Forest of Dean’s 
numerous trails, passing time-worn stations and 
former collieries through enchanting ancient 
woodland. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

Great Trees with Even Greater Burdens 
 

An article by Matt Shardlow published on www.theguardian.com 
 

BLUE sky, adorned with misty white splashes and ridges of thin high clouds; there is real heat 
still in the low sun. Hedges are laden with ripening blackberries and spotted with smoky blue 
sloes, as well as the reds of haws and hips. A standard oak is burdened with knopper galls, 
deformed shiny walnut kernels supplanting smooth acorns.  

When Andricus quercuscalicis, 
the gall crafting wasp, spread in the 
1970s, oak procreation was thought 
to be in peril. 

Although oaks are still seeding successfully, 
the eventual effect of the wasp on the bounty of 
trees in the countryside remains unknown. On 
this oak we can’t find a single healthy acorn. 

Further on, a horse chestnut is in a pitiful 
state: its curled and browned leaves exhibit the 
blotch mines of the horse chestnut leaf miner 
(Cameraria ohridella), a tiny moth that arrived 17 
years ago, but the tree is in such a mess that I 

suspect it has also fallen victim to a 1935 import, 
the leaf spot fungus Guignardia aesculi. 
Adjacent ash trees appear healthy, although 
their prognosis is bad as ash dieback rampages 
across the country. 

Of course, the first tree we lost from the 
British countryside to alien malady was the elm. 
It fell victim to Dutch elm disease (a fungus that 
we actually imported from America). The wych 
elm persists as a shrub, unable to grow a trunk 
due to the continued depredations of the fungus. 
Just outside Wadenhoe, some hedges are 
almost entirely elm, and it is there that I spot the 
most recent introduced hazard, the distinctive 

meandering incisions of the zigzag sawfly 
(Aproceros leucopoda). While affected leaves 
are still in a small minority here, it is just 
establishing, having been brought to the UK 
only two years ago. On the continent, where this 
Japanese insect has been resident since 2003, 
it has sometimes stripped more than 70% of the 
foliage of elms. 

Just when we most desperately need our 
trees, as the Arctic and Amazon forests go up in 
soot and CO2, our woody companions are 
tormented by our seemingly uncontrollable 
addiction to importing live plants and their 
stowaways.
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Call for a Million People to Back 
Mass Tree Planting Campaign 

 
Sandi Toksvig and Clive Anderson backing Woodland Trust’s 

bid to boost tree planting to tackle climate change. 
 

ELEVISION presenters Sandi Toksvig and Clive Anderson are backing a bid to recruit 
more than a million people for a mass tree planting campaign to tackle climate change.  
The Woodland Trust is launching a “Big Climate Fightback” campaign after what it said is 

repeated failures by the Government to reach its tree planting targets. 

The conservation charity wants 
to get more than a million people to 
pledge to plant a tree in the run-up 
to a mass day of planting across the 
UK on Tree Charter Day on 30 
November. 

The Woodland Trust is supporting the 
planting of native trees to help tackle climate 
change.  In England in the past year just 1,420 
hectares (3,500 acres) of woodland was 
created, against a Government ambition of 
5,000 a year (12,000 acres). 

Furthermore, the Government’s advisory 
Committee on Climate Change has warned 
there needs to be significant increases in tree 
planting in order to help cut greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

The committee has called for 30,000 
hectares (74,000 acres) of new woodland to be 
planted a year up to 2050 across the UK, a huge 
increase on current total planting levels of 
13,400 hectares (32,000). 

The Woodland Trust says meeting the 
target would require 50 million young trees 
going into the ground each year up to 205 

The Trust said it recognised planting trees 

was not a “solve all” to climate change, and 
individuals needed to do more than plant a tree 
to help tackle the problem, but the Big Climate 
Fightback gives people a way to take direct 
action. 

Toksvig and Anderson are among the 
charity’s ambassadors lending their support to 
getting people on board in pledging and planting 
the trees. 

Toksvig, one of the presenters of Channel 
4’s Great British Bake Off, said: “Climate change 
is a real threat and it affects us all, but there is 
the simplest of all solutions. It’s green and 
lovely.  The humble tree. 

“It eats carbon dioxide for breakfast and 
makes all our lives better and what’s more we 
can all do out bit to take action now and plant 
one. 

“I will be pledging to plant a tree in the 
Woodland Trust’s Big Climate Fightback and I 
urge people to get off their sofas (when they’ve 
watched their recording of Bake Off of course) 
and plant a tree.” 

Anderson, television and radio presenter 
and president of the Woodland Trust, said 
because technology caused the problem of 
climate change, it was often argued humanity 
could find “a clever bit of kit” or machine to 

remove carbon pollution from the atmosphere. 
“Maybe, but of course that device already 

exists. It’s called a tree,” he said.  “Though to 
make a difference we need an awful lot of them.  
1.5 billion trees according to the Government’s 
Climate Change Committee, if we want to help 
the UK reach ‘net zero’ by 2050.  So, let’s make 
this year the year we make a real difference.” 

Norman Starks, interim chief executive at 
the Woodland Trust, said: “The Big Climate 
Fightback is about inspiring people of all ages 
and backgrounds and providing the chance to 
take direct action.  They have to simply go to our 
website and pledge to plant a tree, whether it’s 
in their back yard, neighbourhood, school or at 
a nearby planting event. 

“It’s an easy way for people to do their 
individual bit for climate change as part of a 
mass movement.” 

The Woodland Trust will be hosting planting 
days across the UK on November 30, with a 
focal event at the Young People’s Forest in 
Mead, near Heanor in Derbyshire. 

All the trees provided by the Woodland Trust 
for planting will be sourced and grown in the UK 
and will be native broadleaf varieties such as 
oak, birch and hawthorn. 

 

 
 

Tree Charter Day – Saturday 30 November 2019 

Let’s Plant Some Trees 
 
 

S you know, our Network is now a Tree Charter Branch and this year Tree Charter Day 
will be on Saturday 30 November 2019.  The Woodland Trust wants to get one million 
people planting trees. It’s The Big Climate Fightback! They’d love for us to take part and 

organise a tree planting event to help deliver strong, resilient and tree filled landscapes with 
our communities.  

The Woodland Trust has loads 
of resources to help us run an event 
including free trees, posters and 
leaflets, a social media pack and 
small thank you gifts for attendees. 
All we need to do is ask! 

So guess what.  Yes you guessed it.  I 
asked!!  I received the following reply. 

Fabulous news!    
Please let us know how many trees you will 

need for your event/for the space you have 
available and where you would like the trees to 
be delivered. They will arrive near to Tree 
Charter Day by post.  

Please let us know if you would like to 
receive Tree Charter Day bookmarks to use as 
thank you gifts for attendees to your event, if you 
would like any additional Tree Charter toolkits, 
copies of the Tree Charter or leaflets. Let us 
know how many people you are expecting so 
that we can get enough to you.  

To help plan your event, you can read our 

advice on finding land to plant on here and 
advice on how to go about planting your trees 
here. Some information will also come with your 
trees. 

Sarah Shorley 
Programme Delivery Lead - Tree Charter 
Right.  Please don’t make me look a bigger 

fool than I really am.  Surely we can all easily 
find a reason and space to plant, say, five trees 
and involve our communities in the planting? 

Let me know how many trees you want and 
I’ll get them ordered right away. 

T 
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Amazon Versus Africa Forest 
Fires: Is the World Really Ablaze? 

 

An article published on www.dw.com 
 

ORESTS in the African tropics also catch fire, but from an ecological point of view the 
situations in Africa and South America are very different and cannot always be compared.  
In NASA's satellite images, the size of the forest fires in central Africa appears alarmingly 

large. It looks like a red chain, with fires extending from Angola across Congo and Mozambique 
to Madagascar, similar to the flames in Brazil's Amazon that have triggered global outcry. 

 According to several inter-
national press reports, Angola and 
the Democratic Republic of Congo 
ranked first in terms of the extent of 
their current wildfires. On 24 
August, a NASA satellite was said 
to have detected 6902 fires in 
Angola and 3395 in Congo.  

In Brazil, 2127 fires were detected during 
the same period. According to this, Brazil ranked 
only third according to the current number of 
fires, wrote the US media company Bloomberg. 
The story was then picked up by other 
international media.  

Indeed, smoke is currently rising from many 
lower-lying ridges in southern Africa. Flames 
flicker over the savannah's sparse grass. In 
Angola or Mozambique this is an annual 
phenomenon in the dry season, but the annual 
fires are part of this ecosystem and mean 
renewal. Within a few weeks, the savannah will 
turn green again.  The trees will bud. New 
bushes will germinate. By the beginning of 
October, things are already transformed. 

It makes no sense to compare completely 
different phenomena such as the fires in the 
Amazon region and the many fires in Angola, 
Angolan Minister of the Environment Paula 
Francisca Coelho told DW. She explained that 
the fires in Angola are not real forest fires. "What 
is currently happening in Angola are small 
slash-and-burn operations, mostly on arable 
land. These are traditionally carried out by the 
rural population to prepare the fields for the next 
season," said Coelho. She has not heard about 
any current forest fires. 

Is the description of Angola as the country 
with the most forest fires just fake news? "We 
should rely on scientific information from 
competent experts and not on numbers thrown 
about by some media outlet," said the Angolan 
minister. A few days ago, Angolan Minister for 
Information, Joao Melo, stated on Twitter, 
"Mixing photos of burning grass in our region 
with massive forest fires in the Amazon is a 
joke." It is even worse, he wrote, to mix this false 
information with "cheap politics." 

However, minister Coelho admits that slash-
and-burn farming is also not without problems. 
The government is doing a lot to tackle this 
problem, she explained. "We will launch 
information campaigns and cooperate with the 
Ministry of Agriculture," she added. It is 
important to reconcile farmers' interests with 
environmental protection. After all, people in 
remote areas have to secure their food. 

Unlike Jair Bolsonaro in Brazil, who rejected 

the international aid brought into play by the 
French president, the Angolan government 
does not want to renounce cooperation with 
foreign countries: "We will accept any 
international aid. We will accept anything that 
contributes to the improvement of the natural 
environment in our country." 

The forest in the Congo Basin has been 
described as the earth's "second green lung" 
after the Amazon region. Rainforests cover an 
area of 3.3 million km² across several countries, 
of which about a third are in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. The rest are in Gabon, the 
Republic of Congo, Cameroon and the Central 
African Republic. Like the Amazon, the Congo 
Basin's forests absorb massive amounts of 
carbon dioxide, making them a key player in the 
fight against climate change, experts believe. 

According to Global Forest Watch Fires, 
since 1 July there have been nearly one million 
sources of fire in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. But experts interviewed by DW say that 
here too there are significant differences to 
Brazil. According to Greenpeace, many of the 
fires reported in the Congo are located outside 
the Congo Basin's sensitive rainforest areas. 

"The fires are much smaller than those in 
the Amazon," explained Alphonse Muhindo, an 
expert in forest management in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. Nevertheless, forest fires, 
ignited to open up new cultivation areas, for 
example, are a major problem for the rainforests 
in the Congo Basin. Fires get out of control 
again and again. "We have to get it across to 
people that this is against the law. Education 
campaigns are necessary”, Muhindo added. 

"If you fly over Mozambique at night at this 
time of year, you can see many clouds of smoke 
and bright spots made by fires," says Joao 
Massango of Mozambique's Green Party, PEC-
MT. This phenomenon has intensified in recent 
years as a result of climate change, Massango 
explained, and is now causing great concern to 
both environmentalists and the government. 
"Mozambique is losing around 285,000 hectares 
of forest to fires annually," Massango said. 

The main cause of Mozambique's 
deforestation is shifting cultivation. Small areas 
of forest are usually converted into fields by 
slash-and-burn operations, which are then 
cultivated intensively for only a few years. When 
the soil is depleted and crop yields decline, 
cultivation areas and settlements are relocated 
and new forest areas are burned. Smaller fallow 
areas can recover by growing secondary forest 
over the years. Over larger areas, however, the 
deprivation of nutrients and erosion causes 
devastation. 

Massango warns that, even now, it would 
take at least 100 years to restore the forests of 
northern and central Mozambique to the 
condition they were in 15 years ago. 

90% of Madagascar was originally covered 
by forest. Today, only about 10% of the 53 
million hectares remain. Every year, around 
120,000 hectares of forest disappear, mostly as 
a result of slash-and-burn farming. If the 
destruction continues at this rate, Madagascar 
will be completely deforested in 40 years, 
Madagascar's Environment Minister Alexandre 
Georget said to DW. 

Georget is the founder of Madagascar's 
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Green Party and, after the elections in May last 
year, he is the first Green politician to take over 
the Environment Ministry. Right now, between 
July and October, is the worst period of the year 
for fires, he said. 

"Fighting fires is one of our priorities! We are 

calling on everyone who can help us, especially 
European countries. We urgently need fire-
fighting aircraft, because at the moment, we are 
unable to react quickly and effectively to fires." 

Are the raging African forest fires worse 
than those in the Amazon? The minister 

answered, "There is no difference between 
worse and even worse. When forests burn, the 
future of the entire planet is at stake. So, all of 
us in this world must work together to solve this 
devastating problem."

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Felling of Suffolk Wood set to go Ahead 
Despite Large Number of Objections 

 
 

As reported by Richard Cornwell on www.eadt.co.uk 
 
 
 

OMMUNITY leaders are being recommended to approve major changes to the landscape 
to allow Sizewell C to be built - despite a huge number of objections.  The proposals 
include felling of the century-old Coronation Wood.  EDF Energy wants consent for the 

project now before Sizewell C is given the go-ahead so that the work can be carried out ready 
and development of the new nuclear power station is not delayed. 

However, the application has 
received strong objections, 
including from Suffolk Preservation 
Society, Leiston-cum-Sizewell 
Town Council, Aldeburgh Town 
Council, and Theberton and 
Eastbridge, Middleton and Kelsale 
parish councils, along with Suffolk 
Wildlife Trust, and Together 
Against Sizewell C (TASC). 

Natural England has raised concerns and 
the RSPB has lodged a holding objection.  
There have also been 113 letters of objection. 

Objectors says the plans are as "premature" 
and should be decided as part of the Sizewell C 
consent. They claim the work would 
unnecessarily destroy woodland which currently 
hides the power complex and harm an area of 
outstanding natural beauty, and put at risk 
wildlife such as badgers, water voles, bats, birds 
and reptiles. 

EDF wants to create a new visitor centre 
which would also involve re-siting large parking 
areas and moving other buildings as part of 
changes at Sizewell B and preparations for the 
planned twin nuclear reactor project.  It says 
new buildings, including a training centre and 
outage store, and car parks, will be set within a 
framework of retained woodland and areas of 
new planting. 

TASC secretary Joan Girling said: "What is 
truly astonishing is that just a few days ago East 
Suffolk Council (ESC) declared a Climate 
Emergency. Yet their planning department then 
recommend approval of a plan involving 
destroying the 100 year old Coronation Wood, 
badger setts and a part of the unique Sizewell 
Belts SSSI.  One wonders if the officers of 
different departments talk to one another. 

"The only hope now is if the elected mem-
bers take notice of the large numbers of well-
considered objections from members of the 
public, local town and parish councils and lead-
ing conservation organisations against this pro-
posed wilful destruction of the Suffolk Coast and 

Heaths AONB, all for the benefit of EDF who 
neither have planning, regulatory or licencing 
consent for Sizewell C nor the funds available or 
a finance package in place to build it." 

ESC's strategic planning committee on 
September 9 is recommended to approve the 
work.  In a report to the committee, case officer 
Lisa Chandler, energy projects manager, said 
while 229 trees would be felled, 2,500 new ones 
would be planted to bring long-term benefits. 

She said: "Aerial photography evidence 
shows that the wood has been halved in size 
since 1945 and it is evident that it has been 
somewhat neglected and many of the plantation 
trees (conifers) have reached the end of their 
useful sustainable life.  It is not considered 
appropriate to place the blame for this solely on 
EDF Energy's shoulders as the neglect began 
prior to their taking ownership of the site. 

"If the wood were to be retained, many of 
the trees would decline in quality and be 
susceptible to wind-blow and the wood would 
therefore need replanting, thus beginning to 
disconnect from its cultural / historical origins." 

She added: "Many have questioned the 
prematurity of this application and that the works 
are not necessary until Sizewell C is committed 
to be constructed. 

"These are legitimate concerns however the 
backstop position provided for in the planning 
application is that for the vacated land to be 
restored to AONB quality landscape should the 
Sizewell C station not be consented in the 
future. Therefore, there is limited additional loss 
of AONB resulting specifically from this planning 
application - the additional loss resulting will be 
compensated for by EDF Energy through 
financial payment." 

C 



 
 9 

Sturdy as they are, Giant Trees are Particularly 
Susceptible to These Three Killers 

 
An article by Elizabeth Pennisi published on www.sciencemag.org 

 
 

HE biggest trees, standing tall through storms and harsh winters, may look invincible but 
a series of recent studies analysing the effects of lightning, drought, and invasive pests 
on forests indicates that for trees, size is not strength, and forest giants are 

disproportionately vulnerable. 

"There's always been an 
underlying assumption that large 
trees are somewhat buffered from 
environmental stress," says 
Andrew Barton, a forest ecologist 
at the University of Maine in 
Farmington.  

This new work "suggests that this might not 
be true" and with all three stresses likely to grow, 
big trees could become a particularly weak point 
in beleaguered forests, says forest ecologist 
David Lindenmayer of Australian National 
University in Canberra, whose work has shown 
that the loss of large trees puts entire 
ecosystems at risk of collapsing.  

Large trees are also major storehouses of 
carbon.  One estimate suggests they hold 50% 
of a forest's carbon and their deaths release it 
into the atmosphere, which could exacerbate 
climate change. 

It makes sense that lightning targets the 
biggest trees, but the extent of the toll has 
emerged only now, from a project on Barro 
Colorado Island, in the middle of the Panama 
Canal.  

In temperate regions, lightning blackens 
tree trunks or burns a tree down 
when it strikes, so it's easy to see its 
effects, but in tropical forests like the 
Panama one, which has been 
studied for decades, lightning 
leaves no obvious marks, possibly 
because the trees carry more water, 
although a struck tree may still die 
weeks or months later.  

However, Steve Yanoviak, an 
ecologist from the University of 
Louisville, and colleagues recently 
outfitted the science station on the 
island with cameras and sensors, 
so they can triangulate lightning 
strikes and look for downed 
vegetation and other subtle signs a 
tree was struck.  

Yanoviak's postdoc Evan Gora 
then keeps tabs on the struck tree and its 
neighbours to document any declines. To date, 
the project has pinpointed 70 lightning strikes, 
Gora reported last month at the annual meeting 
of the Ecological Society of America. Each strike 
kills an average of five trees and damages 16 
more as the bolt's electricity hops from one tree 
to another. 

Gora and Yanoviak divided all of the Barro 
Colorado Island trees into three size classes by 
their diameters, which correspond to their total 
size. They found a disproportionate toll on the 
biggest, tallest trees. "Lightning accounts for 
40.5% of the large tree mortality," Gora told the 
meeting. That "is much higher than we 

expected." In contrast, lightning killed just 5.4% 
of the medium-size trees and 2.9% of the 
smallest. If climate change makes thunder-
storms more common or intense, as many 
researchers expect, the big tree toll could rise. 

Drought could worsen it. Some studies had 
suggested that because the roots of small trees 
are too shallow to reach groundwater, they 
might be more vulnerable to drought than forest 
giants, but Atticus Stovall, a forest ecologist at 
NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center in 
Greenbelt, Maryland, found the opposite when 
he studied 8 years of aerial photographs and 
laser measurements of tree height and canopy 
density in two regions of California's Sierra 
Nevada mountains, totalling 40,000 hectares. 
Using custom computer programs, Stovall 
traced the fate of 1.8 million individual trees. 

In 2014 and 2015, the region was in the grip 
of the worst drought in 1200 years together with 
unusually hot weather. Before the drought, trees 
of all sizes died at about the same rate, Stovall 
found by examining changes in the forest 
canopy. However, after 2014, when the severe 
drought began, 40% of the trees taller than 30 
meters died, compared with 28% for medium-
size trees and 16% for small trees, Stovall 
reported at the meeting. 

"Height is more important than any other 
factor," including rainfall and temperature, for 
whether a tree survives drought, he says. He 
calculated that for every 10m of increase in a 
tree's height, its mortality rate increases 2.4% 
per year. 

Stovall and other scientists believe taller 
trees are more vulnerable in part because they 
have to pull water longer distances from the 
roots to their crowns. If conditions cause water 
in leaves to escape too fast, bubbles can form in 
a trunk's water-conduction channels, disrupting 
flow. "Once a tree has too many bubbles, it's 
usually done for," he says. Drought also 
weakens trees' defences against bark beetles, 
which in turn carry pathogens that can kill the 

tree, in what Stovall calls a "death spiral." 
About 14% of the world's conifers grow in 

drought-prone climates like the Sierra Nevadas 
and global warming is expected to make 
droughts more common in those areas. "We 
think this could be a major concern for forests," 
Stovall concludes. 

Invasive pests, which are also on the rise 
because of human activity, are another scourge 
of big trees, Songlin Fei, a forest ecologist at 
Purdue University in West Lafayette, Indiana, 
has found. After watching a beloved ash tree in 
his yard die from being infested with the emerald 
ash borer, a beetle accidentally introduced from 
Asia, Fei began to wonder what the toll of these 
pests was on the carbon stored by trees.  

He gathered data from a U S Forest Service 
(USFS) program that tracks 120,000 forest plots 
across the United States, recording tree 
damage or death. In addition, he and colleagues 
tapped a federal database that keeps tabs on 
forest pests. About 15 non-native organisms 
(insects, fungi, and other microbes) have 
become major threats to U S forests.  

Based on the damage these 15 pests did in 
the plots monitored by USFS, invasives 
annually cause the release of carbon equivalent 
to that produced by 5 million cars, the 

researchers reported in the 12 
August issue of the Proceedings 
of the National Academy of 
Sciences. 

At Science's request, Fei 
used that study's data to calculate 
the death rate for different sizes of 
hemlock, ash, and birch trees, 
with and without infestation. The 
largest trees suffered the most 
damage, which Fei called a 
"surprise." The biggest ash trees 
were five times more likely to die 
when infested by the emerald ash 
borer, whereas mortality in 
smaller trees increased only 
threefold, for example. "In 
general, larger diameter trees are 
more likely to die with pest 

invasion," Fei says. He suspects that, like 
elderly people, older trees are generally not as 
robust and are less able to recover from 
stresses such as invasive insects and 
pathogens. 

"We must protect large old trees much 
better than we have done previously," 
Lindenmayer says. Creating a buffer of 
vegetation around them can help. And old-
growth forests, which harbour the biggest trees, 
should be protected from fire or logging, he 
says. Besides being the most vulnerable, after 
all, the biggest trees are the slowest to regrow. 
"Many large old trees are really irreplaceable," 
Lindenmayer says. 
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HERE is now a convincing body of evidence that we are facing a climate emergency. 
Planting and managing trees, forests and woodlands so that they are fit for the future 
must be part of our nation’s response.  Growing trees removes carbon dioxide from the 

air and stores the carbon in wood products throughout their life. Trees can also help to manage 
the risk of flooding and provide shade and cooling benefits. They are a renewable source of 
energy today and a sustainable raw material for the future bio-economy. 

However, trees can only help 
reduce the negative impacts of a 
changing climate if they are 
resilient to those challenges 
themselves. As one of many 
signatories of the Climate Change 
Accord, we know that we must take 
urgent action. 

Our action involves making significant 
changes to the species composition, structure 
and management of our woodlands now, to give 

them the best chance to survive and thrive in 50 
years’ time, when we know our climate will be 
quite different. 

Many species that are currently less 
common in British woodlands may be better 
adapted to future conditions. That is why we are 
planting a wider range of tree species in the 
nation's forests. We also need to plan for some 
species suffering more from tree health issues, 
as the changing climate makes them more 
vulnerable, or the conditions more favourable, to 
pests and diseases. 

We recognise that different woodland 

management objectives require different 
adaptation strategies and timescales. Adapting 
our woodlands to the future climate cannot be a 
one-size-fits-all approach, and diversity will be 
needed at the landscape level, as well as within 
woodlands, to mitigate risks. 

The Forestry Commission has a key role to 
play, and we will continue to work closely with 
our Climate Change Action Plan partners and all 
parts of the tree, woods and forestry sector to 
protect our woodlands for future generations. 

. 
 
 

Climate Change: 800 Years Tracked Using Oak Tree Rings 
 

By Steffan Messenger, BBC Wales Environment Correspondent 
 
 

TUDYING the rings inside oak trees has allowed scientists to produce one of the most 
detailed records yet of how the UK's climate has changed over the last millennium.  It 
reveals a picture of summer rainfall stretching back more than 800 years.  Periods of 

prolonged extreme weather coincided with historical accounts of famines and droughts. 

The researchers said the data 
presented "huge lessons" about 
the potential impacts of climate 
change on society. 

Core samples were taken from hundreds of 
oak trees across the UK, in a project led by the 
University of Oxford and Swansea University. 

The trees grow a new ring each year and 
are particularly sensitive to how wet it has been 
during the summer months.  The widths of the 
rings were studied, as well as the chemistry of 
the wood.   

It allowed the researchers to access what 
they describe as a natural archive of climate 
information, going way beyond the records held 

by the Met Office - which only cover a few 
hundred years. 

The research also supported the Met 
Office's findings that British summers had 
become 13% wetter since the last century. 

"We need that long-term picture to 
understand how unusual that is, and to try and 
figure out what might happen to our climate in 

T 
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• Lead by example, making the woodlands we look after more resilient. 
• Provide advice and support to landowners and managers so they can make changes 

now. 
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future," explained Mary Gagen of Swansea 
University's tree ring research group. 

"Critically there have been times in the past 
when our climate has deteriorated and there 
have been really huge impacts on our society." 

A striking example is the data gathered from 
the mid 1200s to early 1300s, with the oak rings 
reporting a prolonged period of above-average 
summer rainfall for many decades.  It coincides 
with a time of great famines, including what is 
known as the Dantean anomaly, when years of 
cool, wet summers resulted in crop failures - and 
the reported deaths of 20% of the population of 
Europe. 

"In the past climate change happened due 
to natural changes, now and in the future, it's 
happening faster, with more extremes - at our 
hands," Prof Gagen warned. 

"As our climate system responds to 
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, 
everything that's extreme gets more extreme - 
so we can expect more dry events, more 
droughts, real heatwaves, but also more cold 
events and more times where it's really, really 
wet.  We have more control over our societies 
now than in the past, but we can still expect life 
to get really, really hard, and particularly for 
vulnerable communities in the global south." 

The UK oak project's Professors Danny 
McCarroll and Neil Loader used the findings to 
build a giant, nine metre-long jigsaw to present 
the data in a visual way, and start conversations 
with the public about the UK's changing climate.  
It will go on display at Swansea's National 
Waterfront Museum this autumn. 

The research has also led to the 

development of a pioneering new way of 
pinpointing the year in which historic buildings 
were constructed. 

As well as living trees, samples were taken 
for the project from ancient oak timbers.  The 
team discovered they could analyse oxygen in 
the wood, which would have formed from the 
rain which fell on the trees as they grew, to 
match the patterns in different timbers. 

As her undergraduate dissertation project, 
Swansea student Bethan Roberts is attempting 
to date the Grade II-listed Tithe Barn in 
Abergavenny, Monmouthshire, using samples 
from the oak beams in its ceiling. 

"It's really exciting to be involved in this 
research at this time," she said.  "Understanding 
what the climate was like in the past will show 
us what could happen in the future too." 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

Surge in Interest for Veteran 
Tree Management Certification 

 
 

An article by Gavin McEwan published on www.hortweek.com 
 

 
 

 Europe-wide project to standardise veteran tree management is now preparing to offer 
training and examinations and has already registered interest from nearly 300 
practitioners in the UK alone.  The EU-funded VETcert programme to develop standards 

for practising and consulting veteran tree professionals rain from December 2016 until August 
2019. 

The event concluded with a 
conference on 28 August in 
Norrköping, Sweden, where the 
programme's first certificate was 
presented to Ted Green, one of the 
UK's best-known experts on 
ancient trees and woodlands. 

"We now have a series of examiners in six 
out the seven partner countries, and are already 
planning exams in five of them, including the 
UK," project coordinator Vikki Bengtsson told 
Horticulture Week.  

"Organisations including the City of London, 
the National Trust and the Woodland Trust are 
all keen to specify the certification in tenders for 
specialist work. There is a lot of work on both 
the practising and consulting sides." 

Among the latter, those signing up extend 
beyond arboriculture into related disciplines of 
landscape management and forestry, she 
added. 

"Already, nearly 300 people in the UK have 
said they’d like to do it in the next 18 months, 
with about the same again elsewhere in 
Europe." 

The Ancient Tree Forum (ATF) and 
Arboricultural Association (AA) are UK partners 
in the initiative, which is overseen by the 
European Arboricultural Council. 

At last month's AA conference, its senior 
technical officer John Parker praised the project 
as "a brilliant example of international 
cooperation". 

Training materials continue to be published 
on the project website, which currently hosts ten 
videos covering different aspects of veteran and 
ancient tree management. 

"Some of the information was quite 
inaccessible, especially for those not in the 
academic world," Bengtsson said. 

"We have avoided making it too country-
specific, though the changes in UK planning 

have come at a good time, both for the trees and 
for the project." 

Those interested in training and certification 
can register here. This will determine where and 
when examinations will be held.
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Tiffany Francis-Baker: How Forests Shaped 
our Literary Heritage and Inspired a Nation 

 

An article by Helen Briggs published on www.bbc.co.uk 
 

IFFANY Francis-Baker sits on a mossy tree trunk in the soft golden light of a woodland 
glade, discussing the role of forests in the British psyche.  "The woods are a scary place 
often in old fairy tale literature," says the writer-in-residence at the Forestry Commission. 

"You didn't want to be caught by a wolf or something." 

She mentions the phrase, "out of 
the woods", which harks back to 
our primeval fear of becoming lost 
in the forest.   

The expression was first recorded centuries 
ago and is one of many wood-related sayings 
that pepper the English language.  "Knocking on 
wood" or "touching wood", for instance, derive 
from the pagan belief that vengeful spirits 
inhabited wood and by touching it, you could 
appease them. 

Forests have played an important role in our 
cultural imagination as well as historically and 
industrially, says the writer and artist. "They're 
just very intertwined with our British identity, 
which I love." 

Forests have set the stage for some of 
England's literary heavyweights. For 
Shakespeare they were a place of both magic 
and menace; when in Macbeth Birnam Wood 
comes to Dunsinane, the protagonist knows he 
is doomed.  More recently, nature writers like 
Robert Macfarlane, have charted new journeys 
connecting humans with the landscape. 

For Tiffany, forests are a place for reflection 
and inspiration. "The great thing about nature 

and forests is they're constantly changing - so 
it's just an endless infinite cycle of inspiration." 

Commissioned by the Forestry Commission 
in its centenary year to tell the story of the 
nation's forests, she has set out to write a literary 
ballad with a twist, inspired by her love of the 
romantic poets and their connection with nature. 

"I wanted to tell a story with the forest as the 
protagonist of these narratives, so that people 
can start to understand that we are all part of 
nature and that the forest and the wildlife and 
other species have exactly the same emotions 
and lives as we do, and the more we can relate 
to that, the better." 

Although the poem isn't yet complete, you 
get a taste of her work from her poem, The Vale, 
which starts: "There grows a host above the 
Sussex Downs, of dark yew trees, tainted 
needles for leaves, where turtle doves sleep in 
emerald crowns of oak, and ravens call out to 
the sea." 

We meet in Alice Holt Forest, once an 
ancient oak forest supplying timber for building 
naval ships, but now dominated by conifers.  A 
short walk into the woods and the voices of 
children gambolling in the play area fade away, 
replaced by the distinctive sights, sounds and 
smells of the forest. 

Here, it's hard to believe that the nation's 
woodlands were once in a sorry state, with tree 
cover declining since the Middle Ages. In 
September 1919 the Forestry Commission was 
founded to restore the nation's woods and 
forests following World War One and the 
passing of the Forestry Act. 

UK woodland is estimated today at 3.17 
million hectares, with England's forest cover 
now double what it had been in 1919. Over the 
past century, the Forestry Commission has 
increased England's tree cover to more than 
10%. (Forestry is now a fully devolved matter, 
with separate agencies in Wales, Scotland and 
Northern Ireland.) 

Harry Shepherd of Forestry England says 
celebrating 100 years is about looking forward 
as well as back. 

"The woods are ever changing, society's 
ever changing - what the woods mean and what 
forests mean in society is ever changing. We're 
facing numerous challenges today - climate 
change, pests and diseases, our forests are 
under threat - and they're more important for 
human welfare and wellbeing, inspiration and 
creativity than perhaps, you might say, ever 
before."

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

New CEO for the Woodland Trust 
 
 

HE WOODLAND TRUST has announced the appointment of Dr Darren Moorcroft, currently 
director of estate and woodland outreach, as chief executive.  He will take up the role on 
1 October 2019, replacing Beccy Speight who left after five successful years to become 

CEO at the RSPB.  

Having worked in conservation 
for over 20 years, Darren’s 
experience has already helped the 
Trust plant over 3 million trees in 
2018 with schools, local 
communities and landowners.  

He has established the UK’s most ambitious 
landscape programme – the Trust’s Northern 
Forest Programme which will see 50 million 
trees planted along the M62 corridor, enabled 
the Trust to buy its first mountain at Ben 
Shieldaig, and spearheaded the UK’s first 
Young People’s Forest. 

 On his appointment Darren Moorcroft said 
“It is a great privilege to have the opportunity to 
lead the Trust, particularly at a time when we 
face the climate and nature crises.   

“Growing the impact of our work is more 

relevant than ever. We 
hold many of the solutions 
to engage people in the 
fight back against climate 
change and the loss of 
nature. With the passion 
and commitment of our 
staff and volunteers, I am 
certain that our future will 
be one of even greater 
benefit for woods, trees 
and people.” 

 Barbara Young, 
Woodland Trust chair said 
“Darren has shown 
passion, energy and focus since he joined us 
two years ago. The Board is confident he will 
make an effective leader and take the Woodland 
Trust strategy forward at this time of great 
challenge and opportunity for trees and 

woodland.   
“We also want to thank Norman Starks, the 

interim CEO, and the executive team who have 
worked so well together to continue our 
momentum since Beccy left.” 

T 
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The Tree Council’s Latest 
Work with Network Rail 

 
 

An update on the Tree Council’s work as 'critical friend' 
to one of the UK's biggest landowners 

 
 
 

ETWORK RAIL are one of the biggest landowners in the UK, with 20,000 miles of track 
across the country, much of it home to trees and hedgerows. The Tree Council acts as a 
‘critical friend’ to Network Rail as they seek to improve their approach to managing 

vegetation, creating a railway that is better for nature and for people. Here’s an update on some 
of the work they’ve done with them this year. 

In April the Tree Council joined 
Network Rail at the Big Bang 
Festival, which inspires young 
people to get involved in science 
and engineering. The Council ran a 
competition for a school to win a 
tree planting project, and 
Beauchamp College won the prize. 
The Tree Council will be supporting 
them to plant a mini-orchard this 
National Tree Week! 

Last year, the then-Rail Minister Jo Johnson 
MP commissioned John Varley OBE TD 
(director of Clinton Devon Estates) to make an 
independent report to the Department for 
Transport (DfT) on Network Rail’s approach to 
vegetation management. This was published in 
November 2018 and Network Rail have been 
tasked with taking these recommendations on 
board in order to foster ‘a railway for people and 
wildlife’. 

In July this year, The Tree Council and other 
stakeholders were invited to give feedback on 
NR’s progress so far. DfT expects Network Rail 
to achieve no net biodiversity loss on any route 
by 2024 and net biodiversity gain by 2040, with 
an action plan for this first target to be ready by 
the end of 2019.  

Those targets could greatly benefit trees, 
hedgerows and wildlife throughout Britain and at 
a further recent meeting with a representative 
from NR’s engagement team, The Tree Council 
was told that while progress can be slow in large 
organisations, a discernible shift is taking place 
in attitudes towards wildlife. Part of the 
challenge in embedding this change is ensuring 

there’s enough training for engineering staff on 
the many benefits of vegetation near the rail line 
– be it noise and air pollution reduction for rail-
side neighbours or making cost savings from 
reducing trimming beyond the safety barrier. 

In July The Tree Council also attended 
Network Rail’s lineside conference to discuss 
ash dieback and the Ash Dieback Action Plan 
Toolkit alongside Forest Research's Social and 
Economic Research Group – a great 
opportunity to raise awareness about the 
impacts of ash dieback among Network Rail 
staff. 

Network Rail are working on a range of 
'demonstration projects' to build their wealth of 
knowledge on different, nature-friendly 
approaches to vegetation management. One of 
the projects The Tree Council is advising them 
on is the hedgerow establishment trial in Hadley 
Wood in North London.  

The trial is exploring what form of hedgerow 
establishment works best for nature and for 
safety in that area, which has been affected by 
over-management of vegetation in the past. The 
trial is testing three approaches – replanting with 
whips, planting with seed, and leaving a site to 
regenerate naturally.  

The Tree Council’s Trees Science and 

Research Project Manager, Harriet Rix, is 
monitoring the results and over the next five 
years we will see which approach has had the 
best results. This information can help Network 
Rail apply this technique to sites around the 
country. 

The Tree Council is also working with 
various Network Rail routes on how they are 
consulting with communities about necessary 
vegetation management works, to ensure 
communities feel consulted and informed. 
Recently, Network Rail asked the Council to 
advise them on a mature-looking oak near the 
rail line in the Guildford area, which a local 
developer wished to have removed for building. 
Thanks to the consultation, Network Rail were 
able to put a Tree Preservation Order on the tree 
to prevent the developers getting it removed – a 
great example of tree stewardship at the local 
level from Network Rail. 

Finally, the Varley Review stated that 
Network Rail will commit to allowing community 
groups to make use of ‘under-utilised non-
operational space for environmental and social 
purposes’ on their land, so do bear this in mind 
when on the hunt for your next National Tree 
Week planting space! 
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Xylella fastidiosa Spreads to France 
 

S deadly tree diseases continue to rampage across Europe, the French agriculture 
ministry has announced the discovery of the bacterium Xylella fastidiosa, known as olive 
tree leprosy, on two trees in the south of the country and said the infected trees would 

be destroyed to stop it spreading.   

Ministry officials said the two 
decorative olives were found to 
have the same sub-species of the 
disease that killed an estimated 1 
million valuable ancient olive trees 
in Italy. All trees and plants 
vulnerable to the bacterium within a 
three-mile radius are to be 
destroyed and burned. 

There is no known cure or prevention for the 
disease, which blocks the plant or trees’ ability 
to take up water. Michel Dessus, the president 
of the chamber of agriculture in the Alpes-
Maritimes, where the two infected trees were 
discovered, said more tests were needed before 
swathes of vegetation were destroyed. “Cutting 
down trees more than a hundred years old 
needs to be thought about,” he told French 
television. 

The disease, also called olive quick decline 
syndrome, which scientists believe affects more 
than 350 plant species, has also hit vineyards in 

north and South America. It was first detected in 
Europe in October 2013 when ancient olive 
trees in Puglia, Italy, began to die. Entire olive 
groves of more than 230,000 hectares have 
been cut down. 

Although it has been found in other plants in 
France and the French Mediterranean island, 
Corsica, it is the first time the disease has hit 
French olive trees that, like those in Italy, have 
been hit by a subspecies of the bacterium called 
Pauca. 

In July 2016, there was an isolated 
infestation in an oleander plant in a commercial 
nursery in Saxony, but the disease was 
declared eradicated after the plant and those 
around it were destroyed. 

The disease is spread by insects feeding on 
the sap of the plants. It can also affect fruit trees 
including peaches, pear and plums and nuts. 

The European Plant Protection 
Organisation has declared Xylella fastidiosa a 
“very serious threat to the European region”. Its 
effects worsen during hot, dry periods in 
summer when there is already a lack of water. 

Scientists believe the cooler climate in northern 
Europe deters the disease. 

The EU has provided funding for two big 
research projects into how to combat the 
disease, which the European commission 
describes as “one of the most dangerous plant 
bacteria” in the world “causing a variety of 
diseases, with huge economic impact for 
agriculture, public gardens and the 
environment”. 

It wrote: “Transmission of the disease in the 
EU takes place through cicada vector insects 
that are widespread in the entire union territory. 
As a consequence, the risk that this pest is 
spreading further to other parts of the EU is very 
high unless strict control measures are taken 
immediately after any new outbreak is 
detected.” 

It advised members of the public not to bring 
any plants back from certain infected areas of 
the EU and elsewhere “unless accompanied by 
a phytosanitary or plant passport”. 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Council ‘Lumbered’ with £24,914 Tree Fight Bill 
 

An article by Mark Elson published on http://www.theforestreview.co.uk 
 

 

T has been revealed that a Forest of Dean Council bid to protect trees on a turkey farm has 
cost taxpayers nearly £25,000 in court costs and the row over the trees at The Rocks, 
Clearwell, is still rumbling on with the Council passing a second ‘Tree Preservation Order’ 

after the first one cost them thousands of pounds amid claims of procedural irregularities. 

A TPO was first served last 
October on land farmed by Stephen 
Hay of Hay Farms near Ross-on-
Wye. 

Mr Hay challenged the TPO in the courts, 
with his lawyers arguing that he was not 
permitted to speak at the planning committee 
meeting where it was discussed and wasn’t 
allowed to attend the councillors’ site visit. 

In a transcript and summary of the case, 
obtained from the district council, it says: 
“Between January and April 17, 2019, which 
was the date listed for the final hearing, the 
council attempted to negotiate settlement of the 
claim with Mr Hay’s lawyers. 

“That settlement failed because Mr Hay was 
not prepared to withdraw his claim unless the 
council removed protection from most of the 
trees the planning committee had decided to 
safeguard. 

“In addition, the council’s lawyers had 
concerns about the bill of costs presented by Mr 
Hay’s representatives.” 

The transcript added: “In a final attempt at 
conciliation, the council’s Tree Protection 
Officers met Mr Hay’s tree expert on site and 
then revised the TPO with a new Order, while 
also telling Mr Hay he would be able to address 
the (planning) committee when it considered the 
new Order.” 

At the Judicial Review, on April 17, Mr 
Justice Swift noted that the initial TPO had been 
replaced by the new one and he refused to 
consider the case any further because, in his 
view, it was academic. 

However, the transcript said: “He ordered 
the council to pay the other side’s costs of 
£24,914.52 after reducing the bill by several 
thousand pounds at the request of the council.” 

The new TPO was passed by council 
planners last month. The committee meeting 
minutes say a member of the public spoke in 
objection to it. 

A Forest of Dean Council spokesperson 
said “This case relates to a Tree Preservation 
Order at The Rocks in Clearwell which was 
challenged by the landowner.  The costs are for 

our defence of that order. We take 
environmental protection very seriously and 
we’re committed to preserving trees which make 
a significant contribution to our area. 

“We also understand the landowner’s desire 
to build, so we’ve done our best to work together 
to reach a positive conclusion that works for 
both sides – allowing sustainable development 
whilst protecting our beautiful forest.” 

The district council’s Conservative group 
leader, Cllr Brian Robinson (Mitcheldean), who 
raised the case at a council Cabinet meeting last 
week, said afterwards: “I picked it up in the 
(Quarterly) Performance Report (which was the 
last item of the Cabinet meeting) and that is all I 
know about it. 

“To me, to make a decision about a tree 
preservation that you are unable to sustain in an 
appeal and then it costs £25,000 is a concern.” 

Mr Hay could again challenge the decision 
of the new TPO, but attempts to contact him 
were unsuccessful. 
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Tree-Planting to Offset Carbon Emissions: No Cure-all 
 

An article published on www.france24.com 
 
 

 FEW euros, a couple of mouse clicks and a tree is planted.  As air travel is increasingly 
becoming a source of guilt, consumers and companies are looking for other ways to ease 
their conscience and reduce their carbon footprint, but as more polluting industries join 

efforts to offset their carbon emissions the effectiveness of the approach is open to debate, 
with some critics suggesting that tree-planting schemes are nothing more than a fig leaf.

 Once marginal, the offset move-
ment has even reached the arch-
enemy of environmentalists: big oil. 

Shell has ploughed £265 million into forest 
plantations to reduce its carbon footprint by 2-
3%, Italy's ENI has set an objective of zero net 
emissions via its forestry investments and 
France's Total plans to set up a special 
"business unit" next year to spend £88 million 
annually on compensation efforts. 

Beyond the grand statements, carbon offset 
schemes basically follow the same, simple 
mechanism. 

A polluting company or individual purchases 
a credit equivalent to a tonne of carbon dioxide 
and the purchase price is paid directly or 
indirectly into an emissions reduction scheme, 
such as planting trees which absorb CO2 
responsible for global warming or investment in 
renewable energy sources. 

This is the principle that the civil aviation 
industry is adopting with its initiative CORSIA 
(Carbon Offsetting and Reduction Scheme for 
International Aviation) starting from 2020. Sixty-
five countries have signed up to it so far -- 
equivalent to 87% of all international activity in 
the sector. 

"There will be a number of eligible carbon 
reduction schemes and airlines will be able to 

buy the equivalent tonnes of CO2 via these 
projects," says Nathalie Simmenauer, Air 
France's head of environment and sustainable 
development. 

The aim is to reach "neutral carbon growth" 
-- that is to ensure future emissions are held at 
2020 levels. 

While trees are an important tool for 
regulating the climate, reforestation alone 
cannot whitewash a company's carbon-emitting 
activity, say activists. 

"If you don't reduce your emissions and 
don't stop deforestation, you're not going to 
solve anything by merely planting trees," says 
Stephane Hallaire, president and founder of 
Reforest' Action, which has planted 3.8 million 
trees in nine years. 

For just £2.65, the company will plant a tree 
adapted to the local biodiversity and purchase 
part of a carbon credit for a foreign forest 
conservation project, but Hallaire argues that 
reforestation must also be accompanied by 
better behaviour elsewhere. 

Jean-Francois Rial, the head of the 
environmentally friendly tour operator, 
Voyageurs du Monde, agrees.  He fervently 
advocates so-called "absorption", where 
"precise and sustainable" reforestation projects 
are identified and financed without the use of 
carbon credit systems, which are seen by some 

as more opaque and less effective. 
"It's a cop-out that risks dissuading society 

collectively from making greater effort and 
investing in costlier technologies," says Alain 
Karsenty, researcher at the French Agricultural 
Research Centre for International Development 
(CIRAD). 

Large-scale reforestation also poses other 
problems: the planted trees may compete with 
local cultures and forests and may not 
necessarily be beneficial to the local 
environment. 

"These are often fast-growing species such 
as eucalyptus and pines, because we need 
trees that store carbon very quickly, but it can 
end up causing problems of biodiversity, soil 
drying," Karsenty said. 

Reforestation alone is "insufficient", but still 
"better than nothing", and, for the time being it is 
just one tool among others to reduce emissions, 
the expert says. 

That is until technological advances that 
allow the efficient capturing and storage of CO2 
from the air or developing jets that run on 
hydrogen. 

"It at least lets you buy time. Temporary 
storage can be a way to make the transition 
while waiting for breakthrough technologies," 
says Karsenty. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Pine Martens Returned to Forest of Dean 
 
 

NE of Britain's rarest mammals has been re-established in the wild in England and given 
protected status.  A population of 18 pine martens has been successfully released in the 
Forest of Dean.  The animal had faced extinction in this country because of extensive 

hunting and loss of English woodland. 

Forestry England, the 
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust, 
Vincent Wildlife Trust and Forest 
Research worked together to 
support the pine martens in the 
forest. 

The 18 pine martens have been moved from 
Scotland, fitted with tracking collars and 
released in the Forest of Dean.  Forestry 
England will work with volunteers, local 
communities and partner organisations to 
monitor how they are moving through the forest. 

Dr Catherine McNicol, Gloucestershire 
Wildlife Trust's Conservation project Manager, 
will be leading the monitoring of the pine 
martens.  She said she hoped the project would 
give them the "boost they need to become 
resilient and thrive". 

Pine martens are from the same family as 
otters and weasels and were once common 
among British wildlife.  Similar in size to a 
domestic cat, with slim bodies, brown fur and a 
distinctive cream "bib" on their throats, they 
have long, bushy tails and prominent rounded 
ears. 

They were pushed to the more remote parts 
of the UK, becoming Britain's second-rarest 
native carnivore.  At one stage their only remain-
ing stronghold was in the north-west Highlands 
of Scotland 

Vincent Wildlife Trust moved 51 pine 
martens from Scotland to Wales between 2015 
and 2017 and they now have an established 
population there 

Rebecca Wilson, Forestry England's 
planning and environment manager in the west 
of England, said pine martens played an integral 
role in the "delicate balance" of the woodland 

ecosystem. 
The mammal forages on fruit, fungi and a 

range of prey including the grey squirrel, a non-
native species which has had a "detrimental 
impact on broadleaf woodland" throughout 
England. 

Dr Gareth Parry, director of conservation at 
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust, said bringing 
back the pine marten "plays a vital role in 
ecosystem functioning" and was an important 
part of work to tackle a "biodiversity 
emergency". 

The organisations said it was hoped over 
the next two years more pine martens would be 
released into the forest and a population would 
establish there. 

In 2018, the government's 25-year 
Environment Plan stated the reintroduction of 
native species such as otters and polecats was 
"key" to nature's recovery. 

A 
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“Problems” with Neighbouring Trees 
 

Based on an article by Abigail Taylor published on www.problemneighbours.co.uk 
 
 
 

VERHANGING trees are the cause of many disputes between neighbours and quite often 
that is a result of a lack of knowledge or understanding of common law.  If your property 
shares a boundary with a neighbour's property, there are a few aspects of the law (and 

good neighbourliness) that you need to consider when growing trees/hedges.  

A neighbour has a common law 
right to cut back tree branches that 
overhang his or her property. It is, 
however, always best to discuss 
with your neighbour about any 
trees / hedges you wish to cut back 
before doing so. 

It must be noted that this right does not 
apply to trees in Conservation Areas or trees 
that are subject to a Tree Preservation Order. 
Any proposed work to such trees has to be 
referred in advance to the District Council and 
permission obtained 

The law states that any branches cut off 
belong to the person on whose land the tree 
originally grew, so you should ask your 
neighbour if they want them back, or if they are 
happy for you to dispose of them. 

Do not just throw trimmings back over the 
boundary.  That could constitute 'fly tipping'. Ask 
your neighbour whether they would like any 
trimmings back. 

Equally any fruit on trees, even if it is 
growing on branches which overhang your 
property, still belongs to your neighbour. You 
are therefore stealing if you pick fruit for yourself 
without your neighbours' permission. 

If you are pruning a neighbours' tree, be 
careful that you do not damage the tree further 
back than your boundary.  If you damage the 
tree on their side, they may claim against you for 
the replacement cost of the tree. 

If you choose to cut down overhanging 
branches, or trim trees, you will have to pay for 
the cost of doing so yourself. Try speaking to 
your neighbour however as you may be able to 
reach some sort of agreement in relation to any 
gardening work required, though they are not 
obliged to contribute to this cost. Note that you 
are not entitled to access to your neighbour's 
property to enable you trim the branches on your 
side of the boundary without their permission. 

Sometimes you may be unsure who owns 
the trees causing you concerns or the trees may 
be part of a shared boundary and you are 
unsure who is responsible for their 
maintenance. 

A tree belongs to whoever owns the 
property upon which the tree trunk originally 
grows, even if the branches or roots have begun 
to spread onto another property. The owner has 
a duty to maintain this tree so that it does not 
cause a hazard. Therefore if branches are 
broken and hanging precariously, the owner 
should remove these. 

If a tree is planted on the border line 
between properties, you should check your 
Property Title Documents to see if these give 
ownership to one property. If not, you both share 
the duty to maintain the trees and these should 
not be cut down without prior consent from both 
owners. To check your title deeds visit the land 
registry website or call them on 0844 892 1111. 

There is no such thing as 'no man's land'. All 
land and therefore all trees are owned by 
somebody. 

If you cannot decide by looking at the 
original Property Deeds who owns a tree, a 
court will be able to decide for you. However, 
this is an expensive resolution and so it may be 
better to simply agree ownership between you 
and your neighbour. 

You cannot force your neighbour to remove 
overhanging branches or fallen leaves on your 
property. However, if these cause excessive 
damage you can sue them for the cost of repair. 
It is, however, always better to try to amicably 
resolve any disputes with your neighbours 
before resorting to the courts, which is often a 
long and potentially expensive process.  
Remember you still have to live next to this 
person, so an amicable solution will often lead 
to a more comfortable living environment. 

If any damage was caused by a tree from 
your neighbours' property but this was due to 'an 
Act of God', such as a thunderstorm, any 
damage was not foreseeable. Your neighbour 
will not therefore be responsible for this. If any 
damage caused to your property is severe, you 
may wish to contact your buildings insurance 
company about it. 

On the other hand, should the trees be 
causing SIGNIFICANT damage to your gutters 
(not just blocking them) you can ask your 
neighbour to pay to have them cleared or to pay 
for the cost of any damage they might have 
caused. If they refuse to do so, you can legally 
sue them and force them into paying. If you lop 
off any branches on your neighbour’s (the tree 
owner) side of the fence, you are not entitled to 
gain access to their property to cut off some 
more. This is trespassing and you could be 
prosecuted. 

You are entitled to dig up and remove any 
roots that have encroached upon your land. 
Roots can cause a lot of problems and if they’re 
deep and/or causing subsidence or any other 
form of damage to your side of the property, you 
might need to get a tree surgeon or some other 
kind of structural engineer to deal with the 
problem. 

It’s always better to discuss this with your 
neighbour first but if an expert does have to be 
called in, it’s the tree owner’s responsibility to 
foot the bill. They can then choose to pay up 
front or by claiming it against their own home 
insurance policy. 

Falling leaves, fruit, flowers and pollen are 
annoying, but you cannot legally ask your 
neighbour to prevent this or remove any fallen 
debris.  Liability to remove any fallen leaves etc 
lies with the owner of the property affected (or 
the tenants if they have maintenance obligations 
which include gardening). 

Whilst falling leaves etc are annoying, they 
are not legally a 'nuisance', which has a very 
specific meaning. 

The Rights of Light Act 1959 states that if a 

Property has received daylight for the last 20 
years (the minimum prescribed period), they 
may be entitled to continue to receive that light. 
This means that if your neighbour builds a large 
fence or there are large trees which restrict the 
daylight your property receives (for example by 
blocking daylight reaching a window), you may 
be able to apply to the courts for your daylight to 
be restored, or for any injunction to prevent a 
proposed fence being built. 

If trees have a Preservation Order, this 
suggests that the property does not have a Right 
to Light, as it will not have had a continuous 
period of daylight for at least 20 years. Usually 
the only way you can prune a tree with a 
Preservation Order is if it has become 
dangerous. 

In conservation areas, notice is required for 
works to trees that have a trunk diameter of 
more than 75mm when measured at 1.5m from 
ground level (or more than 100mm if reducing 
the number of trees to benefit the growth of 
other trees). 

You have to give your local planning 
authority six weeks’ notice before carrying out 
work on trees which are located in a 
conservation area but are not yet the subject of 
a tree preservation order. This gives the 
authority an opportunity to consider whether an 
order should be made to protect the trees. 

There is no right to direct sunlight, only 
daylight.  Even if you have a right to light, the 
amount of light is restricted to approximately 
equivalent to one foot of candlelight. 

You do not have any right to a view which is 
obscured by trees. Equally you have no right to 
not have a view if trees previously covered an 
undesirable feature such as a brick wall. 

If you are concerned that a tree is diseased 
or damaged and poses a danger due to having 
fallen, or being at risk of falling, you should 
contact the owner of the land on which the tree 
is growing. If the land belongs to the local 
council, contact them to request that the tree is 
cut down or pruned. 

If you are unable to contact the land owner 
or they refuse to take action, contact your local 
council's Environmental Health Office. The 
owner is not under any legal duty to take action, 
but will be liable if a tree they knew to be 
damaged caused damage to Property or injury 
to a person. 

As prevention is often better than waiting for 
damage or injury to occur however, the 
Environmental Health Office may be able to 
invoke the Local Government (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1976 if the tree poses an 
immediate risk to property or people. This allows 
them to serve notice on the land owner to make 
the tree safe. If they fail to do so, the 
Environmental Health Office may undertake this 
work themselves. The land owner would then 
usually be charged for any gardening required. 
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Tree Health News and Biosecurity Action 
 

The Tree Council’s Director of Trees Jon Stokes gives an 
exclusive tree health update for Tree Wardens 

 
 
 

Ash dieback 

As you may have noticed in your local area, this year ash dieback 
disease has become more noticeable, with significant numbers of trees in 
some areas now having less than 25% of their canopies remaining. 

The overall spread of the disease has also continued with over 88% of 
Wales, 71% of England and 20% of Scotland’s 10km x 10km grid squares 
having had ash dieback recorded there. 

Local authorities: This summer, the Tree Council travelled around the 
UK talking to local authorities and other agencies about their response to 
ash dieback. Thanks to our Ash Dieback Action Plan Toolkit developed 
with Fera, Defra and several local authorities,  we’ve been really 
encouraged to see many local authorities start taking positive action and 
starting on their journey of developing action plans. Raising awareness 
with key decision-makers, understanding their tree stock, securing funds, 
taking action to manage dangerous trees, communicating with local 
communities and considering replanting plans all have significant resource 
implications for local authority teams and it is proving to be a challenging 
journey. 

Action: If you see ash trees in your area that look severely affected, 
please let your local authority Tree Officer know. You should also ask them 
if they have a Plan, and if not, encourage them to start producing one. 

Parishes: We’re also currently working with Suffolk Tree Wardens to 
see how we can tackle ash dieback at the parish level. The results of this 
pilot work will be available early next year – thank you to Suffolk Tree 
Wardens for your support! 

Woodland managers: The latest guidance from Defra and the 
Forestry Commission for woodland managers to tackle with ash dieback 
can be found here.  

General public: If you have an ash tree in your garden or on your land, 
new guidance produced by The Tree Council in partnership with Defra and 
the Forestry Commission will be published this autumn. We’ll share this 
with you as soon as we can. 

 

Oak Processionary Moth (OPM) 

OPM is established in most of Greater London and in some 
surrounding counties, but the rest of the UK is designated a Protected 
Zone. In July 2019, the UK Plant Health Service intercepted a number of 
cases of OPM caterpillars on recently planted oak trees imported from the 
Netherlands and Germany. Around 70 interceptions have now been 
identified in the UK. Swift action is being taken by Forestry Commission, 
APHA and the Devolved Administrations to eradicate recent interceptions, 

including tracing recent imports of oak trees, on the ground surveillance, 
and the destruction of caterpillars and infested trees. More detail can be 
found on the Forest Research website. 
 

Action: If an oak with a girth of more than a few inches (at chest height) 
has been planted in your community in the last few years, please check 
the trees for the tell-tale nests. If you find anything that you suspect to be 
an OPM nest - report it immediately to the Forestry Commission using 
TreeAlert. 
 

 
 

Xylella fastidiosa 

Another significant threat to our UK trees has moved closer to our 
shores. The first case of a tree infected by the bacteria Xylella fastidiosa, 
also known as olive tree leprosy, was confirmed in a nursery in the south 
of France this July. It has already killed over a million olive trees in Italy 
and can also infect oak, elm and plane as well as a wide range of other 
commercially grown plants such as olive, grape and citrus species. 

Taking biosecurity seriously:  With existing tree pests and 
diseases already taking their toll on our treescape and the threat of 
new ones nearing our shores, it’s never been more important for us 
all to follow rigorous biosecurity practises. 

The Forestry Commission explains that tree pests and diseases can 
be transported between or within countries a number of ways, including: 

• live plant and tree products, such as potted plants; 
• timber and wood packaging materials (WPM), such as shipping 

crates and pallets; 
• dirty tools, kit, machinery and vehicles, such as chainsaws, boots 

and all-terrain vehicles; 
• soil and organic material, such as leaf litter; and 
• natural methods, such as wind and water. 

 There is some really useful practical guidance on how to reduce the 
risk of introducing and spreading tree pests and diseases on the Forestry 
Commission webpages. 

The key messages to share with your communities are: 
1) Don’t risk it: never bring any plants or cuttings back to the UK from 

abroad. 
2) Buy safely: Source your new trees carefully. Collect local seed and 

grow your own trees whenever possible. If you have to buy trees, 
ensure that your trees have been grown in the UK and that you 
check the biosecurity policy of the organisation supplying you with 
trees. 

3) Be vigilant: Report any unusual symptoms on trees to the Forestry 
Commission’s Tree Alert
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Dr Jo’s Corner 
 

The column by Jo Parmenter, Reedham’s Parish Tree Warden 

 
 

 

T APPEARS to be a good autumn for rose hips and now is the easiest time of year to spot 
the more unusual species: not just the relatively common field rose Rosa arvensis, but also 
species such as sweetbriar Rosa rubiginosa agg and the downy roses R tomentosa agg.   

The spotting features for the 
‘less usual’ species are as follows. 

• smell – do the crushed leaves smell of 
apples or resinous? 

• hairy leaves – are the leaves furry or 
tomentose, above or below? 

• sepals – do the sepals on the ripe hips 
persist in situ, and if so, are they much-
branched? 

• hips – are there any glandular bristly hairs 
on the hips? 

• upper flower stalk (pedicle) – any 
glandular hairs or narrow pin-like spines 
(acicles? 

• style (the pointy structure at the end of the 
rose hip) – is there one? 

If the answer to any of these questions is 
yes, then you have an interesting rose, ie 
something other than the ubiquitous dog rose 
Rosa canina aggregate. 

The Norfolk Flora Group found one such 
rose in a hedgerow on chalky clay near 
Longham, in mid Norfolk recently.  This is a 
harsh downy-rose, Rosa tomentosa, and can be 
identified by a very faint resin smell to the 
crushed leaves, which are tomentose below, 
large, globose hips, with a scattering of spiky-
looking glandular hairs, persistent sepals which 
have lateral lobes and long pedicles (above 
2cm) which have a dense covering of glandular 
hairs but no acicles.  The thorns are narrow and 
slightly curved.   

Harsh downy-rose has a climbing habit and 
thus is most often found in old hedgerows and 
woodland margins.  It is fairly uncommon in 
Norfolk, being most often found on the heavy 
chalky clays of south Norfolk but there are very 
few records from the west of the county, where 
we found our plant; and is perhaps more easily 
found on the Cambridgeshire claylands, and the 
Kentish Weald. 
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Correspondence  
Your e-mails, letters and messages by carrier pigeon to Broadsheet 

 
 

Y plea in last month’s edition for feedback on Broadsheet received two replies, both 
very constructive.  They will enable me to ensure that the articles I include are of interest 
to you all and, in response to one of the mails, perhaps less critical of Tree Wardens. I 

have waited a very long time for feedback what you think of Broadsheet and therefore I am most 
grateful. 

 So here are the two mails I 
received and I have attempted to 
answer the criticisms/questions 
they contained. 
 I can’t tell you how good it is to receive 
feedback and actually know that Broadsheet is 
read.  In addition, and perhaps more 
importantly, I am now aware that my enthusiasm 
may be interpreted as somewhat offensive.  I will 
ensure that I change that. 

HE first mail was from Angus Turvill 
(Wroxham).  Angus made me realise 
that perhaps I am inclined to let my 

enthusiasm run away with me.  He wrote … 

Hello John, 
Thank you for including my message and for 

your nice comments about the project. 
My general comments on Broadsheet as a 

relatively new tree warden would be: 
1. It's very impressive and useful work. It 

is actually amazing.  
2. I find it inefficient to read long 

documents on the screen, but when I 
print it out the font is small and the text 
tight packed so it takes work to read. 

3. I think there may be too much criticism 
of tree wardens in it. I feel that may have 
the potential to put people off. Perhaps 
a little more positive encouragement 
would be good.   People are busy with 
various things and may not have the 
level of enthusiasm that you have. I 
don't feel that should be seen as a 
negative thing.  

4. There is a lot of interesting stuff about 
tree news. I wonder if for tree wardens 
there might be more about practical 
issues that face them as they try to do 
their best at parish level. I guess that a 
lot of wardens may not be anything like 
experts in tree matters - I'm not. 
Perhaps a bit more on tips and sharing 
experience. 

Incidentally, here's an agony letter from an 
anonymous tree warden not far from Wroxham 
(actually it's a draft of what I was thinking of 
sending to Mark at the council, but then I 
suddenly thought you might have experience of 
this kind of thing happening and might have 
some informal view/advice...) 

My neighbour has cut down several 
branches of a sycamore tree (and other trees) 
growing on my side of the borderline between 
our properties. The sycamore is quite a young 
tree though quite tall. He didn't ask me and I 
doesn't seem to have asked the council. Some 
of the work is shoddy, in so far as the break is 
not clean in more than one case and there is 
some damage to bark. He has cut well beyond 
the boundary. 

I say he has done it, but I suppose he 
employed someone to do it. He seems to be 

unwell and was recently in hospital.  
I just wonder if I could ask what the council's 

position would be in this kind of situation.   
Anyway, if you have any view it would be 

great to hear! If not, don't worry! 

Thanks very much  

 All the best 

Angus 

 So let me say at the outset that I really 
appreciate Angus’ comments and I take his 
criticisms on board.  It’s so good to have some 
feedback on what I’ve been producing. 
 On point 2, I use a typeface size most 
commonly used by newspapers and magazines 
and have done since I started Broadsheet some 
180 editions ago.  However, that maybe where 
the problem lies. 
 I take it that Angus reads Broadsheet on his 
mobile ‘phone.  Andrea Rowlands, my colleague 
in Freethorpe, has always told me that she finds 
Broadsheet difficult to read because the 
typeface is too small.    
 I could change it but that would mean that it 
would become about 32 pages per edition and, 
probably, too large for those reading it in a 
laptop or desktop computer. 
 So, what I need is more comment.  If this is 
the view of most of you then I shall be pleased 
to change it.  However, I don’t want to change it 
just receive complaints that people preferred it 
as it was.  Let me know what you think. 
 I have to agree, with hindsight, that I am 
unfair to you in my criticism (point 4) and I 
apologise for that.  I use it as a way of trying to 
get you all to be enthusiastic and realise that 
could be off-putting.  So, I apologise for that and 
hope that I haven’t deterred too many of you.  
Things will change! 
 Finally, on point 4, I have spent 180 issues 
trying to get Tree Wardens to contribute more to 
Broadsheet but, with a few exceptions, rarely 
get a response. 
 The paragraph following Angus’ point 4 
gives me the opportunity to respond to a 
practical issue that he has experienced.  A 
neighbour cutting branches from trees in a 
conservation area. Conservation Area 
regulations are explained in our Network 
Handbook, Section 9 “Tree Preservation Orders 
and Tree in Conservation Areas”.   
 Neighbouring trees is a subject that I have 
neglected over the years but this has made me 
react.  Indeed, I immediately researched the 
matter and responded to Angus.  I have included 
an article titled “’Problems’ with Neighbouring 
Trees” in this edition of Broadsheet.  I sent 
Angus an advance copy. 
 I cannot thank you enough for your most 
constructive e-mail Angus and rest assured that 
I will take you criticisms on board and use them 
to improve this magazine. 

HE second mail was from Carol 
Champion (Woodbastwick) who let me 
know how she passes on any 

important news to her parishioners via her 
Tree Warden Updates.  Carol wrote … 

Dear John,  
Thanks for the September Broadsheet. As 

usual it is full of useful and interesting 
information - although it takes me time to read 
them as I have to force myself to go slowly and 
make relevant notes so that my brain actually 
takes the important bits in! 

I find them particularly useful when 
preparing Tree Warden updates which I‘m trying 
to use as a tool to pass the important news and 
information on to a wider audience. 

I aim to do one of these updates 3 – 4 times 
a year, more if there is important information 
about Tree Health Issues. They are initially sent 
to the Parish Councillors and then it is uploaded 
onto the Parish website. I also try and get it into 
the Mardler which is the Parish magazine for 
Woodbastwick , South Walsham and Upton 
……. although I have no idea how many people 
read it or look at the Parish website. 

Roy and I found the evening meeting at 
Keys Wood in Wroxham quite inspirational. 
What a great project and we will be there to help 
with the tree planting if we can.  Cake was 
delicious too, thank you Angus. 

As with the meeting in Blickling Park, it is 
also great to have Jo Parmenter’s expert 
botanical knowledge on tap.  I find the best way 
to learn is by being out with someone such as 
Jo with all her experience and knowledge. 

 It was also good in the midst of all this 
environmental gloom to read Jo’s article about 
the new Dutch Elm Disease resistant elm. It is 
having information like this which is very useful 
to pass on.  The idea of planting some of these 
elms to mark the 30 Years of Tree Wardening is 
great. 

I think the idea of Tree Wardens covering 
parishes other their own is a good one. I’m very 
mindful that we spend a lot of time away over 
the year so it’s reassuring to know the Parish 
Council have other people they can call on, 
especially given the current issue of tree 
protection we have going on in our parish. 

I would also very much like to be involved in 
chats with other people in the network. It’s good 
to be able to see what others are doing, share & 
bounce ideas and perhaps link up to do joint 
activities for the various Tree Council 
Campaigns or help out on particular projects like 
the Keys Hill Wood restoration. 

I had intended to send this reply to everyone 
but don't seem to have their email addresses so 
please forward if you think appropriate  

 Hope you had a good weekend.   

 Thanks again. 

  Carol

M 
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Tree Preservation Orders and 
Conservation Area News 

 
 

Broadland Tree Preservation Orders Served, Confirmed and Revoked  
 

TPO Number Address Served Trees Protected Status 

2019 No 4 (1297) Land south of Smee Lane, Postwick 08/05/2019 
15 oak, 6 ash, 5 sweet chestnut, 1 
elm and 1 elder 

Provisional. 

2019 No 5 (1298) Broadland Gate, Broadland Way, Postwick 08/05/2019 19 oak and 1 cherry Provisional. 1 objection 

2019 No 7 (1300) 142 Thunder Lane, Thorpe Saint Andrew 07/06/2019 2 x oak Provisional. 

2019 No 8 (1301) 1 South Avenue, Thorpe St Andrew 23/08/2019 3 x cypress Provisional 

 
Current Works to Trees Subject to a Tree Preservation Order and Section 

211 Notifications for Works to Trees Within Conservation Areas 
 

App No Address Species / Requested Works Received 

20191015 15 Drayton Lodge Park, Drayton Chestnut – fell. Refused 

21091033 111 Salhouse Road, Sprowston 
T1 oak - crown clean, remove deadwood over 50mm diameter & reduce 
lower branches on roadside from 6 – 7m to 3 m & crown raise to 6m. 

Approved 

20191058 6 Binyon Gardens, Taverham 
Silver birch - lower by 4m (currently 10m x 10m).                                     
Blue cedar - lower by 2m and reduce sides by 1m (currently 15m x 8m). 
Walnut - reduce all round by 1m (currently 10m x 10m). 

26/08/2019 

20191081 The Rectory, 1 Guist Road, Foulsham 
T4 holly- reduce crown by 3m height and 1m on north side.  Remove 
elder growing through the crown.                                                                   
T9 silver birch and T12 - blue Atlas cedar – fell. 

02/09/2019 

20191092 
Meadow View, 102 Lower Street, 
Salhouse  

T1 blue Atlas cedar - reduce crown spread from approx 6m to leave a 
4m spread from stem in all directions back to suitable branch. 

Approved 

20191097 Cranbrook, The Avenue, Wroxham 

T1 beech - crown reduce overall height by up to 4m, reduce crown 
spread by 2m from dwellings located to the north and south and by 3m to 
the east and west along boundary. Current height 16m approx, current 
spread 9m approx to south and 10m to east-west. 

Approved 

20191113 
The White House, 66 Spixworth Road, 
Old Catton 

G1 laurels - reduce height from 9m to 2m. Approved 

20190161 36 Wilks Farm Drive, Sprowston 
T33 purple crab - currently 5m wide, 4.5m front to back, 3.3m tall. 
Reduction to 4.9m front to back, 4.9m wide and 3.0m tall. 

Approved 

20191177 
The Orchards, 20 Norwich Road, 
Aylsham 

T4 sweet chestnut - reduce back from building to allow clearance of 2m; 
reduce upper crown to healthy growth points and reduce end loading of 
delaminated branches. 

01/09/2019 

20191179 73-93 Saint Michaels Avenue, Aylsham Maple - current height 12m. Crown lift by 3m and reduce lateral by 2.5m. Approved 

20191187 1 Woodland Drive, Thorpe End 
T1 copper beech & T3 fir –remove.                                                                       
T2 lime - reduce height from 14m to 11-11.5m.                                         .                                                                                             
T4 lime - 10m high - raise lower crown to 3m above ground level. 

Approved 

20191189 The Ferns, Beech Road, Wroxham 

Sycamore - thin inner crown by 12% and alleviate pressure on phone 
lines.  Current height 12m and spread 8m approx.                                        
Maple & 2 x chestnut at 23 The Avenue - reduce limbs growing over The 
Ferns by 1.5m - 2m (current height 12-14m). 

Approved 

20191192 
Plot 2, The Oaks, Harvey Lane, Thorpe 
St Andrew 

T24 lime - re-coppice three stems to east to a height of 35cm.                
T25 lime - re-pollard two stems to east to just above existing pollard 
point at 2m and remove remaining small branches to east to a height of 
4m to clear building line.                                                                          
T26 lime – coppice.                                                                                        
T27 & T28 yew - reduce canopies on east side by 1.5m to clear building 
line leaving a canopy spread to the east of 3m.                                      
T73 lime - pollard leaning stem to the east leaving a 2m stem height.           
Tree work to clear tree canopies from new building line to facilitate 
building access. 

Approved 
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20191195 71 Hall Lane, Drayton 
T1 Prunus & T2 Viburnum - reduction of canopy to give 2.5m clearance 
from building. 

Approved 

20191197 Birchdale, Blickling Road, Aylsham 
T1 birch – fell.                                                                                           
T2 box elder - remove low limb.                                                                     
T3 birch - crown lift of 6m. 

Approved 

20191217 
Cawston C Of E Primary Academy, 
Aylsham Road, Cawston 

T1 oak, T3 & T5 cotoneaster and T4 cockspur thorn - crown lift around 
drive entrance to 4.5m reducing back to suitable pruning points.                                                                            
T2 cockspur thorn - cut branches back to reduce pressure on telephone 
line. Crown lift branches over drive to 4.5m to suitable pruning points.  
T7 lime - reduce low extended branch to north-west by approx 1.5m to 
suitable pruning points. Crown lift path entrance to 2.4m to suitable 
pruning points.                                                                                       
T11 birch - crown lift over building roof by 1m and over drive to 4m.         
T12 cotoneaster - crown lift over drive to 4m. 

Approved 

20191218 37 High Street, Cawston T13 & T14 ash - reduce back from building to allow 1.5m - 2m clearance.  Approved 

20191220 125 Wroxham Road, Sprowston 
T1 copper beech - crown raise to 6m over highway and driveway, crown 
clean, crown thin of up to 15% and reduce lowest lateral branches 
growing toward house by 2-3m. 

 

20191228 24 Bishops Close, Thorpe St Andrew Bird cherry – fell. Approved 

20191229 
Abbots House, 25 White Hart Street, 
Aylsham 

T1 beech, T3 sweet chestnut, T4 hornbeam x 2 & T5 oak - crown lift 4m. 
T2 beech - crown lift 4m & reduce of buildings approx 4m to suitable 
pruning points. 

Approved 

20191231 
1 The Stables, Hospital Road, Little 
Plumstead 

T1 sycamore – remove. Approved 

20191243 Parmeters ,12 Cromer Road, Aylsham Crab apple at front of house and holly – fell.  

20191248 Land at Blickling Estate, Blickling Horse-chestnut x 3 – fell. Approved 

20191255 West Lodge, 19 Yarmouth Road, Blofield T1 sycamore - crown clean, raise to 7m and thin live branches by 5%. Approved 

20191258 8 Windsor Chase, Taverham 
T1 bird cherry - crown raise to 6m, thin live branches by 5%, deadwood. 
T2 horse-chestnut – fell. 

 

20191263 46 Charles Close, Wroxham 
Oak - crown raise by 2.5 - 3m and crown thin by 12%; current height and 
spread 18m. 

Approved 

20191264 The Croft, Bell Lane, Salhouse 
T1 conifer – fell.                                                                                        
T2 conifer - reduce height from 9.5 to 8m.                                               
T3 cherry - current height 10m, crown reduction by 2 - 2.5m. 

Approved 

20191271 
Paradise House, Schoolhouse Lane, 
Aylsham 

Laurel, rhododendron x 2, yew and Leyland cypress – fell. Approved 

20191272 Millwood, Mill Road, Horstead Dead cherry – remove.  

20191273 
2 Lower House, White Lion Road, 
Coltishall 

Ash – fell.  

20191275 
U C P Zeller Plastik, Salhouse Road, 
Sprowston 

T1 beech, T3 birch, T4 birch x 2 and T8 elm – fell.                                                                                        
T2 beech - remove low branch to growth point 4m from stem.               
OT1 oak - raise low crown to give 2m clearance, reduce extended lateral 
branches by approx 1.5m. 

Approved 

20191283 6 Princess Beatrice Close, Hellesdon 
T1 sweet chestnut - remove back to main stem.                                          
T2 sycamore - branch reduction from 5.5m to 3.6m. 

 

20191302 Badgers, 31 The Avenue, Wroxham T1 Lawson cypress and T2 buckthorn – fell. Approved 

20191305 Hill House, 2 Skinners Lane, Wroxham 

Along our northern boundary is a row of 50 large, mature Leyland 
cypress trees, perhaps 40 years old. In all likelihood they were planted 
as a screen between the garden and the public footpath and mooring/ 
recreation area next door. Now, more recently, a high fence has been 
erected and other foliage has grown in the area next door, making a 
screen less important, but more significantly the leylandii were not 
maintained and now have no foliage lower down.  So now they not only 
offer little screening themselves but also prevent more suitable plants 
growing underneath.  Furthermore they are crowding some of our other, 
native, trees including three Scots pine and a lime for example.  They 
are, in general, too strong and not a satisfying or natural part of the 
landscape. We have a lot of other trees in the garden and the leylandii 
will not be missed. We would like permission to fell them. 

 

20191306 
Didworthy House, 10 Holman Road,  
Aylsham 

Holly – dead – remove.  

20191308 
Didworthy House, 10 Holman Road,  
Aylsham 

Holly - reduction of height of hedge and removal of dead branches.   
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20191310 Trees, Lady Lane, Hainford 

T2 cherry - current height 8m, spread north 15m, south, east & west 5m, 
reduce away from property by approx 1m to suitable pruning points and 
crown lift 3m.                                                                                          
T12 oak - current height 18m, spread north 3m, south 9m, east & west-
5m, remove deadwood.                                                                                   
T13 oak - current height 20m, spread north & east 6m, south & west 5m, 
remove deadwood.                                                                                       
T14 beech - current height 20m, spread north & west 7m, south 6m and 
east 5m, reduce over road by approx 3m to suitable pruning points.          
T15 holly - current height 10m, spread north 4m, south, east & west-5m., 
crown lift by approx 2m. 

 

20191315 
High View, 22A Chapel Lane, Thorpe St 
Andrew 

Elm - remove 2 branches and prune.                                                             
Beech – prune. 

 

20191316 5-7 White Hart Street, Aylsham Lime - clear back to boundary. Approved 

20191318 
Didworthy House, 10 Holman Road, 
Aylsham 

Reduce holly to height of existing hedge and remove dead branches. Approved 

20191321 Hill House, Market Hill, Foulsham T1 poplar and T2 cypress – fell. Approved 

20191323 Hill House, Market Hill, Foulsham T1 poplar and T2 cypress – fell. Approved 

20191326 13 Breydon Road, Sprowston Copper beech - crown raise to achieve clearance of 4.5-5m.  

20191330 34 Church Lane, Wroxham 

T1 horse chestnut & T2 Tilia spp - crown reduce, reduce height from 
24m to 17m, remove deadwood. Trees are located close to the property 
and shade out entire garden.                                                                   
T3 - Tilia spp - remove deadwood. 

 

20191331 32 Church Lane,Wroxham 
T1 beech - crown reduce, reduce in height from 22m to 18m, remove 
deadwood and prune away from BT line to give 1.5m clearance. 

 

20191332 Oakside House, Newton Road, Hainford 

T7 and T8 oak – reduce, clear house and shaped into one crown.  Thin 
to let light through to the garden.                                                             
T6 and T5 oak - crowne reduce to maintain trees suitable for area and 
thin to let light through to the garden.                                                         
T2 - reduce crown to let light in and remove broken limb. 

 

20191338 
Beckies Cottage, 22 Chapel Lane, 
Thorpe St Andrew 

Cherry - reduce to achieve 1m clearance from cables.                       
Dead Cypress - reduce from 3.5m to 1.5m in height.                                               
Trees at side of the house - reduce from 7.5m to 6.0m in height. 

 

20191343 
Rear of 28 & 30 St Michaels Avenue and 
Children's Play Area, Aylsham 

Laurel & sycamore to rear of 28 & 30 - cut back to within grassed area. 
Lift canopy to ensure minimum clearance of 2m from play equipment. 

Approved 

20191354 39 Drayton High Road, Drayton 
T1 beech - crown clean and reduce the lowest lateral limbs to south and 
north by 3m.                                                                                                 
G1 sycamore - raise crown to 5m. 

 

20191357 
Hawthorn House, 12 Mill Pightle, 
Aylsham 

Oak - reduce crown spread from 16m to 14m; raise crown to 4.5m over 
garden and by 3.5m over footpath; crown clean removing crossing or 
rubbing branches; and remove epicormic sprouts. 

Approved 

20191359 
Opposite Allotments, Newbury Way, 
Thorpe St Andrew 

Oak - Crown raise to 5m over road. Approved 

20191367 2 Spinney Close, Thorpe St Andrew T1 sweet chestnut – remove. Approved 

20191373 
Marshmans Cottage, Chapel Road, 
Halvergate 

Cherry - crown raise to give clearance for vehicular access. Approved 

20191376 Hill House, 2 Skinners Lane, Wroxham 
Acers x 2 - crown reduction to 5m in height and 8m in width, Current 
height 8.5m approx and width 13m approx. 

Approved 

20191379 
Redcliffe House,10 Lake View Drive, 
Brundall 

T1 oak - remove lowest branch (approximately 150mm in diameter) to 
the south-east. 

02/09/2019 

20191380 12 Lake View Drive, Brundall 

T2 oak - remove trunk suckers to height of 10 m including northern stub. 
T3 oak - remove drooping northern growth to height of 8 m.                   
T4 oak - remove trunk suckers to height of 10 m, including from the two 
southern limbs. 

02/09/2019 

20191383 
Heron & Kingfisher, Aylsham Water Mill, 
Mill Row, Aylsham 

T1, T2, T3 & T4 willow - cut back branches overhanging river by 2-2.5m. 
T5 ash - crown lift by 1.5-2m.                                                                   
T6 horse-chestnut - crown lift by 2-2.5m.                                             
Tree A willow - bow broken close to main trunk. Cut back bow 
overhanging river by 4m to leave 2 -2.5m of bow attached.                  
Tree B horse-chestnut - reduce height from 18 to 3m.                             
Tree C beech - reduce height from 24 to 4m. 

Approved 

20191401 121 Stuart Road, Aylsham Cypress x 3 located at the front of the property – fell. Approved 

20191409 The Firs, Norwich Road, Acle 
T1 beech - crown lift to 4m and thin by 10%. Reduce lowest main branch 
on south-west of the crown by 2m. Reduce lowest main branch on north-
east of the crown by 2m. 

09/09/2019 
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20191414 133 Norwich Road, Wroxham Removal of dead lime tree. Approved 

20191415 133 Norwich Road,Wroxham T5 & T6 limes – re-pollard to previous cuts. Approved 

20171417 
St Anthony, 58 Norwich Road,    
Horstead With Stanninghall 

T1 oak - reduce from 17 to 14 m in height and from 11 to 8 m in width, 
raise crown to 4 m, reduce branches back to give 2 m clearance from the 
garage, remove deadwood with an attachment diameter of 30mm and 
above and remove the old pruning stub on the lower trunk.                    
T2 apple; T3, T4 & T5 elder; and T6 lime – fell.                                          
T7 goat willow - fell due to basal decay and significant Ganoderma 
brackets at the base. 

19/19/2019 

20191418 20 Thunder Lane, Thorpe St Andrew Removal of dead apple tree in rear garden. Approved 

20191420 
Land at junction of Old Brewery Land & 
Ollands Road, Reepham 

Ash - remove dead branch.                                                                                          
1 ash and 1 elm – dead.  Fell. 

Approved 

20191427 114 Lower Street, Salhouse T1 oak - crown raise by 3m & thin by 12% to remove epicormic growth. Approved 

20191430 16 Stuart Road, Aylsham T1 cherry, T2 smoke bush, T3 silver birch, T4 yew  & T5 field maple - fell Approved 

20191434 
Sundowner, 14 St Michaels Close, 
Aylsham 

T1 Scots pine - remove 5 x lowest branches. 11/09/2019 

20191435 
Sundowner, 14 St Michaels Close, 
Aylsham 

G1 conifers - all conifers on right of path fell and grind.                             
T2 Acer - reduce by 1.5m from 8m to 6.5m.                                             
G2 limes in rear garden - cut growth back to boundary and up to 4.5m. 

11/09/2019 

20191436 
Redcliffe House, 10 Lake View Drive, 
Brundall 

T1 oak - remove epicormic growth to a height of 8m.                                    
T2 sweet chestnut - crown lift to 4m.                                                           
T3 oak - reduce western canopy from 5m to 3m.                                            
T4 beech - reduce eastern canopy from 8.5m to 6.5m. 

11/09/2019 

20191442 93 Stuart Road, Aylsham 
T1 - removal to near ground level of co-dominant stemmed monkey 
puzzle beside car port. 

12/09/2019 

20191456 45 Charles Close, Wroxham Remove of dead walnut tree in back garden. Approved 

20191457 27 Barker Way, Thorpe End 
T1 co-dominant stemmed oak - on secondary stem remove two lowest 
branches on northern aspect of tree approx 6-8m long back to primary 
growth point. 

16/09/2019 

20191459 36 Burma Road, Old Catton 

T1 oak - approx 20m with 8m spread. Raise to approx 6m by removing 
lower small branches up to main breaking forks. Reduce northern aspect 
of mid-crown area by up to 2.5m, bringing in branches extending from 
the crown area in line with the rest of crown. Remove lowest branch in 
this area to raise crown back to suitable secondary growth point. 

17/09/2019 

20191478 
Little Plumstead Primary School, Hospital 
Road, Great Little Plumstead 

T1 oak: crown reduction of 2m (current height 20m) and removal of 
deadwood. 

18/09/2019 

20191479 67 Norwich Road, Wroxham Norway spruce - fell and replant with a cherry blossom. 16/09/2019 

20191482 
The Old Pharmacy,3 High Street, 
Foulsham 

T1 cherry - reduce canopy by 3m.                                                            
T2 yew hedge - reduce canopy by 2m.                                                   
T3 London plane (TPO 2007 No.10 (749)) - raise canopy and reduce 
overhanging branches by 4m. 

18/09/2019 

20191487 
Thatched House, 10 The Street, 
Coltishall 

Coppicing of 6 sallow and 3 silver birch.  Currently 8m in Height. 19/09/2019 

20191500 The Grange, 13 Blofield Road, Brundall T8 tree of heaven - removal of dead tree.  

20191501 3 Station Road, Foulsham Yew trees - removal of branches overhanging boundary. 24/09/2019 

20191505 Pink Cottage, 39 High Street, Foulsham Ash - crown lift by removing 3 lowest branches as in photograph. 24/09/2019 

20191507 
First Taverham Scout HQ, Sandy Lane, 
Taverham 

T2 & T86 ash and T20, T23a & T60a hawthorn- remove                        
T22 oak - remove deadwood.                                                                   
T6 oak - crown raise to clear light by 2m.                                                    
T51a goat willow - pollard to 2m. 

25/09/2019 

20191509 2 Witton Close, Reedham 
Oak - 2m reduction of scaffold laterals x 2 branches. Clear BT lines x 1 
of regrowth to be removed 4m crown lift garden and park path side. 

25/09/2019 

20181512 2 Bakers Road, Halvergate Weeping birch 25/09/2019 

20191518 12 Rawlinsons Lane, Aylsham 

T1 beech nearest bungalow - current height approx 20m & spread 
approx 11m, reduce height by approx 6m and width by 3.5m.                   
T2 beech in corner) - current height approx 20m and spread approx 
12m, reduce height by approx 6m and width by 4m. 

25/09/2019 

20191519 Bungalow,Belt Farm, Mill Row, Aylsham 
Beech - removal of two limbs overhanging bungalow, current height 25m 
approx and spread 14m approx. 

25/09/2019 
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20191526 
Thorpehurst, 1 Barber Place, Thorpe St 
Andrew 

T1 Acer - remove 2 lowest branches overhanging garden to provide 
clearance and alleviate shading.                                                                   
T2 ash - crown lift to 6m to provide clearance and alleviate shading.            
T3 & T4 Prunus - fell, poor specimen.                                                     
T5 beech - crown lift to 3m to provide clearance over the garden. 

30/09/2019 

Explanatory Notes: 

1) App No is the unique Broadland District Council Planning Application number allocated to the application to carry out work and is the number by 
 which progress of the application may be traced.  Any comment, objection, support or request for information should quote this number. 

2)  Address is the address to which the application for work relates.  In other words, it is the address where the trees for which the application is 
 made are located.  

3) Species / Requested Works is the species of the tree(s) concerned and details of the work proposed.  A reference such as T1, T2 or G1 may 
 also appear and that is simply a reference to the tree(s) on the TPO, Conservation Order or simply on the application. 

4) Received is either the date on which the application was received by Broadland District Council or the actual decision. 

5) This list is not designed to be a definitive list of all the relevant details.  The reader should always refer to the specific application on the 
Broadland District Council “Planning Explorer” at https://secure.broadland.gov.uk/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/GeneralSearch.aspx to view the 
application or read the Council’s decision. 

 
 
 
 

Please don’t forget the 
Regional Forum on 

Sunday 6 October 2019 
in Reedham Village 

Hall and the Broadland 
Tree Warden Network 
AGM on Wednesday 
16 October 2019 in 

Freethorpe Village Hall 
 
 


