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OR this year’s Christmas cover of Broadsheet I have
broken from my tradition of finding a picture of a brightly
decorated Christmas tree inside a warm, decorated home.
Following the articles Broadsheet has carried in recent
months and the state of our planet today, to continue in that
vein would be nothing short of hypocrisy on my part.
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How many Norway spruce will be cut down
and stuck in a pot to die this year? Lesley
and I much prefer to get out and about and
enjoy the beauty of the trees as they grow.
It’s so much better for the planet you know.
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Happy Christmas
How many Norway spruce (and
other species of course) will be cut
down, stuck in a pot in a warm
centrally heated house and left to
die while we stuff ourselves to
excess this Christmas?
What is the sense in cutting down perfectly
healthy trees just to stuff them in pots to
decorate our homes for three or four weeks
when the UK needs to be planting 50 million
trees per year to hit net zero carbon emissions
by 2050?
In my miserable, humble opinion it will be
far better to leave the tree to grow naturally and
benefit the environment as nature intended, but
I don’t think for one minute that it will catch on!
The Christmas tree custom was developed
in medieval Livonia (present-day Estonia and
Latvia) and in early modern Germany where
Protestant Germans brought decorated trees
into their homes. It acquired popularity beyond
the Lutheran areas of Germany and the Baltic
countries during the second half of the 19th
century, at first among the upper classes.
I simply think that it’s time to move on. Yes,
I can hear you all saying “so do you advocate
the use of plastic trees? No, I definitely do not.
I would propose re-usable paper-based biodegradable ones though.
According to the Carbon Trust, it is the
manufacture of the plastic, from oil, that creates
most (around 65%) of their carbon emissions. A
further 25% is created by the industrial
emissions produced when the tree itself is
made. Their carbon footprint is boosted by the
trees typically being shipped by container from
China before arriving in the shops.
Friends of the Earth is advising consumers
who have fake trees to keep using them for as
long as possible (and today’s versions will last
for years) but to look into more environmentally
friendly options when it comes to a
replacement.
The British Christmas Tree Growers
Association estimates around seven million
trees are bought each year. Seven million!!
That’s 14% of the trees we need to grow each
year! In addition to Christmas trees there the
many millions of yule logs that we will consume
of course. Now, how many trees have to be
felled to get that many logs?

I

WAS DISMAYED to learn that
angry owners of woodland along
the route of the mooted Norwich
Western Link to the NDR have hit
out at Norfolk County Council after
surveyors entered private land to
mark-up trees.
White dots appeared on trees in St Peter's
Wood in Ringland, close to where the council's
preferred route for the Western Link would
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pass. That woodland is not public land, but is
owned by a syndicate of six people and those
owners took to Twitter to express their anger
that surveyors had gone on to their land without
their consent or notice to mark ancient trees.
They feared it was to mark-up trees for
felling when the road is constructed.
Norfolk County Council has apologised for
the mistake by their contractors. A spokeswoman said: "This was an honest mistake.
We're really sorry that this has happened and for
any distress caused.
"Surveyors working on our Norwich Western
Link project were carrying out topographical
surveys in the area and mistakenly strayed into
two neighbouring areas of land. The marking of
trees was to indicate trees that need to be
assessed by a specialist in the future, not to
identify trees that need to be felled. We're
contacting the landowners of the two pieces of
land to apologise and reassure them that we're
putting better checks in place to ensure this
doesn't happen again."
However,
Norwich
South
Labour
parliamentary candidate Clive Lewis, who is
opposing the Western Link, said it was "like one
of those spaghetti western undertakers,
measuring up their next 'customer' whilst still in
the land of the living".
He said: "Destroying this ancient, biodiverse wood for yet another carbon/pollution
generating road is a crime against future
generations."
Norfolk County Council's cabinet picked the
preferred route for the road in the summer. The
£153m road, which would need to secure
funding and permission, would run for 3.9 miles,
from the A1067 Fakenham Road, between
Weston Longville and Ringland, including a
viaduct over the Wensum Valley, linking to the
A47 at a new junction at Wood Lane, near
Honingham.
Council bosses acknowledge it would lead
to woodland loss, but have said there would be
a "compensation strategy".

NE OF THE (many) things
that annoy me is seeing
people stripping plants of
wild fruits or foraging for wild
mushrooms without permission.
They appear to believe that they
have a right to take what grows in
the “wild”.
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Of course, the term “wild” is so often wrongly
used. Hedges, trees, woodlands and forests
are all owned by somebody, so unless the
forager has obtained permission the practice is
actually theft. Most important though, it can be
extremely
damaging
to
our
precious
environment.
So I was annoyed to read recently that
foragers are damaging the environment by

stripping ancient woodland of wild mushrooms.
Commercial pickers are targeting Epping
Forest, on the border of London and Essex,
damaging the trees that rely on fungus to protect
their roots. Their ruthless and large-scale
foraging is also depriving insects and animals
such as deer of a valuable food source, the City
of London Corporation said.
The corporation, which owns and manages
the forest, warned the fungus pickers that they
could be fined or prosecuted for gathering
mushrooms. The mushrooms are protected
under Epping Forest byelaws.
Fungi play a key role in the forest’s wildlife
habitats and are a major reason it has protected
status including as a Site of Special Scientific
Interest and a Special Area of Conservation, the
corporation said.
Since 2014, 18 people have been
prosecuted for foraging, while forest keepers
often issue verbal warnings. In the most recent
incident, legal action is being pursued over the
seizure of a 49kg haul of mushrooms.
Graeme Doshi-Smith, chairman of the City of
London Corporation's Epping Forest and
Commons Committee, said: "Fungi play an
incredibly important role in the delicate
biodiversity which makes Epping Forest special.
"We welcome the millions of people who
come to enjoy this protected site, but I urge our
visitors to leave the fungi how they find them untouched. Our job is to protect this ancient
woodland for everyone to enjoy. Hoovering up
fungi on such a large scale is ecologically
damaging and is simply unsustainable."
Epping Forest, London and Essex's largest
green space, has more than a million trees,
including ancient pollards of beech, hornbeam
and oak. It is home to around 500 rare and
endangered insect species.
If you want fungi for goodness sake go to
Sainsbury’s.
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HE EDP reported that two of
Norfolk's long-serving MPs
have bid farewell to the House
of Commons, with one firing a
parting shot that the things some
members have called each other
during the Brexit is "a national
disgrace".
Conservative Broadland MP Keith Simpson
and North Norfolk Liberal Democrat MP Norman
Lamb both delivered valedictory speeches in
Parliament on 5 November having decided not
to stand again in this month's general election.
Mr Simpson said it was a "great honour and
privilege to attend one's own obituary" and
spoke of how lucky he had been to represent a
"beautiful constituency".
He said the two things which had given him
most satisfaction was being on the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission and
serving on the intelligence and security
committee, but he added: "My final thought is
that this has been a horrible Parliament, in the
sense of the dreadful, robust debate on Brexit.
"I do not believe those who say that our
Parliament is wrong, because we represent the
divisions that are in our associations and in the
country.
"I am a pessimist, in the sense that I do not
believe those divisions are going to end with the
general election. Brexit will continue over many
months, if not years, and it will depend upon the
quality of the people who get elected in five
weeks' time to ensure that the debate is done in
a civilised way.
"They can be emotional about it, but some

of the dreadful things that we have seen MPs
calling each other is a national disgrace."
Broadsheet wishes Mr Simpson and Mr
Lamb well for the future. They have served their
constituencies well.
I will refrain from commenting on the fact
that the selection of Mr Simpson’s successor
went to illustrate that honour no longer matters
in politics.
Anyway, whatever happens in the election
Broadland shall have a new MP.
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HE FORTHCOMING general
election means that we may
well have heard the last of the
Government’s
much-welcomed
Environment Bill.
The Bill failed to complete its passage
through Parliament before Dissolution meaning
that it will make no further progress.
The Environment Bill was to make provision
about targets, plans and policies for improving
the natural environment; to make provision for
the Office for Environmental Protection; to make
provision about waste and resource efficiency;
to make provision about air quality; to make
provision for the recall of products that fail to
meet environmental standards; to make
provision about water; to make provision about
nature and biodiversity; to make provision for
conservation covenants; to make provision
about the regulation of chemicals; and for
connected purposes.
If we return a conservative Government then
we may see a resurrection of the Bill. Then
again, of course, it may have simply been a
sophisticated vote catcher.
An alternative party in power may have its
own ideas for improved protection of our
environment … but then again maybe not.
On the recent performance of Westminster,
who can ever trust them again?

what she has achieved in her first year.
Why not come along to Mountfield Park in
Mountfield Avenue in Hellesdon on Wednesday
11 December to see what’s going on and maybe
join Bex and local school children in planting a
few trees? I’m sure that Bex will be pleased to
see you and will welcome your support.
Angus Turvill has been working on a project
to restore Keys Hill Wood in Keys Hill Drive in
Wroxham. Pupils from Broadland High School
have helped in tidying site with invaluable
assistance from Richard Farley (Brundall) who
spent a day sawing through some very large
logs (previously felled trees) in order to create
marker logs for a footpath through the site.
The school pupils will join Angus and
Wroxham Parish Council, the site owner, in
planting some 108 trees on 17 December.
Over in Taverham, Judy Tyler will be leading
a team of volunteers in reinstating an old hedge.
We are supplying 150 hazel, 100 hawthorn, 60
spindle and 60 field maple. Hedges are very
important and often overlooked so I’m delighted
that Judy has embarked on this project and we
are very pleased to support her.
There’s still a few pounds remaining in the
kitty but if you want some trees don’t delay as I
expect the balance to be spent fairly soon.
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EVASTATING bushfires in
Australia have left koala
bears ‘functionally extinct’,
experts now believe. It’s estimated
1,000 koalas have died in blazes
that have ravaged parts of eastern
Australia for weeks.
Fire crews have been trying to rescue
injured wildlife from the wreckage, with
devastating pictures showing burnt and
bloodied koalas crying out for water.
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URING November Lesley and
I spent a few emotional days
visiting Hastings and St
Leonards where my father spent his
childhood in a home as his mother
could no longer afford to support all
her children.
As we sat enjoying a coffee, reflecting on
what his childhood must have been like, the
gloom was suddenly lifted by a concrete lorry.
Everything in Hastings appears to refer to
the famous battle in 1066 and William the
Conqueror and the owner of the lorry was no
exception. Written on the side of the vehicle
was “William the Concreter”.
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S WE enter the planting
season, I am delighted to
report that Broadland Tree
Wardens will be “doing their bit” to
improve our environment.
To date, the Network will be supplying 280
trees and 320 hedging plants to our Tree
Wardens, thanks to the generosity of the
Broadland Tree Warden Network tree planting
budget.
There are three main projects. New Tree
Warden Bex Cross will be planting in Mountfield
Park in Hellesdon. Bex, who is nothing short of
a whirlwind and has so much enthusiasm, has
been working closely with her parish council, the
owner of the site, and will be involving two local
schools in the planting. She has all the right
views and values and can rightly be proud of
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Deborah Tabart, the chairman of the
Australian Koala Foundation, said the fires have
destroyed 80% of the koala’s habitat, which has
already been hit by a prolonged drought and
deforestation.
Tabart told the Daily Mail: ‘If we combine all
of the estimated deaths of koalas in the
bushfires, there could be 1,000 koalas that have
been killed in the last two months.’ Tabart said it
can take eucalyptus trees, a koala’s main
source of food, ‘months to grow back’ and she
has urged the Australian Prime Minister Scott
Morrison to take action.
Earlier in November Tabart explained what
it means for a species to be functionally extinct.
She told news.com.au: ‘Functionally extinct
means that a koala living today might have one
joey and that joey may or may not have a joey.
If they don’t, that’s functionally extinct.
‘We think there’s no more than 16-18,000
koalas in the whole of New South Wales, so to
lose a population of that size in a stronghold is
disastrous.’ With such a small population, the
koala can’t play a significant role in their
ecosystem, which makes the long-term viability

of the species unlikely.
This comes as an online fundraiser for the
injured koalas has received more donations
than any other campaign on the country’s
GoFundMe platform this year. A crowdfunding
page set up by Port Macquarie Koala Hospital
to provide automatic water drinking stations for
the bears asked for $25,000 (£13,000), but
within weeks donations soared past $1m
(£520,000), making it the country’s second
largest fundraising campaign since GoFundme
was launched there in 2016.
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MAN, a 25-year-old female
Sumatran rhino has died at a
sanctuary in Borneo, marking the
extinction of the species in its
native Malaysia.
Iman had cancer, and state officials in
Malaysia described the death as natural. Iman
had nearly died several times due to blood loss
from her uterine tumours but was nursed back
to health each time.
Iman’s death is a blow for the species,
already among the most endangered in the
world. Sumatran rhinos are “critically
endangered,” according to the International
Union for Conservation of Nature’s “red list,”
meaning the species is just one category
removed from extinction in the wild. Still,
investments in breeding programs and scientific
advancements with reproductive technology
offer outside hope.
There are fewer than 80 Sumatran rhinos,
sometimes called “hairy rhinos”, left in the world,
with some estimates as low as 30 according to
the World Wildlife Fund. Once native to
rainforests throughout Asia, Sumatran rhinos
now only live in the wild in Indonesia.
Re-population efforts are complicated by a
mix of human-driven factors such as building
into the rhinos’ native habitats and the animals’
loner nature coupled with their long gestation
periods, according to Terri Roth, vice president
of conservation and science at the Cincinnati
Zoo and Botanical Garden.
Courtship for Sumatran rhinos isn’t easy,
either. “What’s made breeding these rhinos so
difficult is because they are so solitary; you can’t
house males and females together, or else
they’ll fight, and the pairing has to be timed to
when the female is ovulating,” Roth told The
Washington Post. “What’s happened with the
wild population, and such fragmented forests, is
that they don’t come into contact often enough.”
Female Sumatran rhinos gestate a single
calf for about 15 months and go long stretches
without being pregnant. Infertile periods also
mean reproduction issues can crop up in males
and females, Roth said, noting that Iman
already had uterine tumours by the time she was
captured in 2014.
Though poaching has long been a threat to
rhinos, Sumatran rhinos live deep in the forests
and don’t travel in herds, making it somewhat
more difficult for poachers to get to them.
Disruption of their habitat due to palm oil
harvesting and general development has been
the bigger threat, according to Roth, who also
directs the zoo’s Center for Conservation and
Research of Endangered Wildlife.
“Locally, the populations [in Indonesia] have
increased, so more and more, people are going
into the forests for firewood or to build,” she said.
“It’s difficult to balance the needs of the people
and wildlife needs.”
Iman’s death comes less than six months
after Tam, Malaysia’s last living male Sumatran
rhino, died at about 30 years old from what was
believed to be old age (Sumatran rhinos live to

their late 20s to mid-30s). Tam had lived at the
same sanctuary as Iman in Borneo, though the
two never successfully mated.
The remaining Sumatran rhinos in captivity
are all in south-east Asia. Harapan, a male born
at Cincinnati Zoo in the US, was sent to the
Sumatran Wildlife Sanctuary in Indonesia in
2015 so he could have a chance to breed.
Roth knows first-hand what it’s like to say
goodbye to a Sumatran rhino you’ve cared for.
“They’re incredibly sweet. That really surprises
people. They think of rhinos as these big
powerful beasts,” she said. “They’re pretty
solitary in the wild; if you capture them, they’ll be
eating out of your hand in 24 hours.”
Susie Ellis, executive director of the Texasbased conservation non-profit International
Rhino Foundation, offered condolences to the
Sabah government and the Borneo Rhino
Alliance. She pointed to the possibility that
Iman’s legacy might endure with the help of
science: The Borneo Rhino Sanctuary
previously harvested Iman’s egg cells with the
hope of one day creating a viable Sumatran
rhino embryo.
“There is limited knowledge about Sumatran
rhino reproductive physiology and converting
cells in a laboratory into viable embryos is
complex,” Ellis said. “Still, there is hope for the
survival of Sumatran rhinos.”
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EFORESTATION
in
the
Brazilian
Amazon
has
surged to its highest rate in
more than a decade, according to
new data from Brazil’s National
Institute for Space Research (INPE).
It’s an alarming development in one of the
most critical ecosystems for the planet, and it
highlights how policy decisions by President Jair
Bolsonaro’s government are driving the
destruction.
The latest results show that deforestation
increased nearly 30% between August 2018
and through July 2019 compared to the 12
months prior. It marks the highest rate of
deforestation since 2008 and amounts to a
cleared area spanning 9,762 km² (3,769 square
miles), larger than Yellowstone National Park.
The increase coincides with the election of
Bolsonaro in October 2018, a far-right politician
who campaigned on promises of exploiting the
Amazon rainforest to benefit the Brazilian
economy.
Over the summer, INPE reported that
deforestation in June was 88% higher than the
same month the year before. At the time,
Bolsonaro called the results “lies” and ousted
the head of INPE, Ricardo Galvão.
The number of fires in the Amazon
increased this year as well, sending smoke
thousands of miles across the region, darkening
skies all the way to São Paulo, Brazil’s largest
city. The Amazon rainforest does not burn
naturally, so fires are a direct result of human
activity. Many are deliberately ignited to clear
the forest for farming and cattle ranching. Brazil
is the largest beef exporter in the world, and 80
percent of the soy it grows in the Amazon goes
to animal feed.
Activists say the Brazilian government
under Bolsonaro has been lax in its enforcement
of environmental regulations and has tacitly
approved the clearing of the forest, hence the
recent spike in deforestation and forest fires.
Fire is also used as a tactic to drive
indigenous people who live in the rainforest off
their lands. Violence against indigenous people
in Brazil also rose under Bolsonaro, who also
campaigned on rolling back indigenous rights.
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The number of land incursions, illegal natural
resource extraction, and property damage in
indigenous areas doubled in the first nine
months of the administration compared to the
year prior.
The Amazon fires this summer triggered an
international outcry, and Bolsonaro eventually
responded by sending the military to fight the
fires. The number of fires decreased, but new
blazes continued to ignite into October.
However, significant damage was done to
the massive, fragile forest by the fires and by the
ongoing deforestation. The Amazon has one of
the highest concentrations of biodiversity in the
world. Its trees keep the air cool, cycle moisture,
and generate about half its own rainfall while
also providing water to nearby farms and cities.
Its vegetation and soil are a massive reservoir
of carbon that become a source of emissions
with fires and deforestation. So losing swaths of
rainforest threatens regional rainfall patterns,
the global climate, and some of the most unique
forms of life on the planet.
Activists are worried the situation will only
continue to get worse under Bolsonaro. “Even in
the face of an alarming scenario for the Amazon,
with increased fires, deforestation, invasions of
protected areas, and violence against
Indigenous Peoples, the government hasn’t
presented any consistent policy to protect the
forest and its peoples; on the contrary, the
government is taking the side of environmental
crime,” said Cristiane Mazzetti, an Amazon
campaigner for Greenpeace, in a statement.
Scientists also fear the Amazon is closer to
a tipping point where it will enter an irreversible
cycle of collapse known as a dieback. Between
15 and 17% of the Amazon rainforest has been
lost and if the amount of cleared forest land
reaches 25% there won’t be enough trees
cycling moisture through the rainforest. That will
cause the rainforest to dry out and degrade into
a savanna.
This month, Brazil and other countries will
gather in Madrid, Spain, to cement the details of
how they plan to meet their obligations to fight
climate change under the Paris climate
agreement. One of the most important tactics for
limiting warming is preserving and restoring
natural ecosystems like the Amazon rainforest.
The rainforest stores and takes in a vast quantity
of carbon, making a valuable global
environmental asset.
However, Bolsonaro has said that
international interest in the Brazilian Amazon is
a threat to his country’s sovereignty. About 60%
of the Amazon rainforest’s 2.1 million square
mile range is within Brazil’s borders. “It is a
fallacy to say that the Amazon is the heritage of
humankind,” he told the United Nations General
Assembly in September.
At the Madrid meeting, Brazil will likely face
more pressure from other countries to curb
deforestation, but it may demand more
concessions from other countries to preserve
the rainforest, like more favourable accounting
rules for emissions reductions or more financial
incentives.
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MAKE no apologies for ending
my final editorial for 2019 with
such awful news, but environmentally 2019 has been awful.
Anyway, I thank you all for your support of
our Tree Warden Network and Broadsheet and
Lesley and I want to wish you all, and your loved
ones, a very happy and peaceful Christmas.

Happy Christmas
John Fleetwood

Tree Council National Tree
Warden Network Conference 2019
ATTENDED this year’s National Tree Warden Conference on Friday 15 November. The
annual event was this year held in the wonderful location of Pembroke Lodge in Richmond
Park in London. The famous Richmond Park oaks made an ideal setting for Tree Warden
Network Co-ordinators to meet, learn the latest news from the Tree Council and discuss the
best way forward for our future.
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This year Co-ordinators were
invited to take along a Tree Warden
from their Network and so it was
that I was accompanied by Andrea
Rowlands, my fellow Tree Warden
in Freethorpe.
I had investigated the train connections to
Richmond station but found that it wasn’t
possible to get to the venue in time for the start.
So, I had no choice but to drive.
It was an early start. I left home at 05:45
and it was dark, cold, damp and thoroughly
miserable. However, we had an excellent drive
to Richmond and the traffic on route down the
M11, round the notorious M25 and down the M4
was surprisingly light.
We arrived in comfortable time and were
warmly greeted by the Tree Council team as we
enjoyed a welcomed cup of coffee and a biscuit
(or two!).
I was pleased to see the majority of my Pilot
Advisory Group (PAG) colleagues there but
somewhat disappointed at the overall turn-out.
There were not many Network Co-ordinators
there. Nevertheless, there were enough people
to make the day worthwhile.
Sara Lom, the Tree Council’s Chief
Executive welcomed us all and explained that
the Tree Council has a staff of just seven
people. They are as follows.
• Sara Lom, Chief Executive;
• Jon Stokes, Director of Trees, Science
and Research;
• Harriet Rix, Science and Research
Projects Manager;
• Clare Bowen, Director of Programmes,
Partnership and Comms;
• Holly
Chetan-Welsh,
Head
of
Communications;
• Geraldine Creaven, Administrative
Officer; and
• Sophie Smith, Press Officer.
Clare Bowen then told us that 17 networks
were represented at the conference and 5 PAG
members were also in attendance. PAG has
held two meetings so far with a third scheduled
for Friday 6 December in Oxford.
Two new networks have been set-up. As
they are in Cambridge City and Colchester I am
somewhat disappointed that nobody told me as
the East of England PAG representative!
The Ash Dieback Toolkit has been
published and a guide for ash tree owners is
being prepared.
The Tree Council has become a “Critical
Friend” of Network Rail, advising them on the
management of trackside trees and helping to
improve engagement with the local community.
All Regional Forums have now been held
and all suffered the effects of bad weather. I
was pleased to hear that as I was afraid that
nature had selected us for special attention!

Our Forum received special comment on
the organisation and the attendance of our
Junior Tree Wardens. It was so pleasing that
we should receive such praise in our first year.
Ideas have been submitted for celebrating
the Tree Council’s 30th anniversary. Our own
Jo Parmenter’s suggestion of planting disease
resistant elms received special mention as did
an idea for appointing Tree Champions in local
authorities and schools.
Fundraising is a very important issue and
new sponsors and grants are actively being
sought. A £20K award has been received for
Tree Warden training.
Clare pointed out,
however, that corporate enquiries are not
always suitable.
The Tree Council was thrilled to welcome
Joel Cadbury as its new Chairman. Joel is an
entrepreneur and philanthropist, developing a
wide range of highly successful leisure
businesses and previously playing active roles
as Chair of the Royal Parks Foundation and
leading a national wheelchair campaign for
Motor Neurone Disease. Joel is delighted to join
The Tree Council Board of Trustees and follow
in the footsteps of his tree-loving family.
Sara Lom then informed us that the launch
date for National Tree Week has had to be
changed due to its clash with the General
Election. Tree Week has definitely helped raise
awareness about out our trees and woodlands.
Tree Champion, Sir William Worsley,
recently spoke to the Daily Mail and that
newspaper has now become the Tree Council’s
partner for Tree Week. Already the newspaper
has devoted several pages of print copy to the
Tree Council.
Jon Stokes then spoke about the subject of
Tree Warden training and circulated a
questionnaire seeking delegates’ views on what
training should be.
It was generally agreed that the two most
important courses are “An Introduction to the
Tree Warden Scheme” and “Tree Law and
Grants”.
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A section of the conference delegates were
most insistent that we introduce accredited
training. It is something that was raised at last
year’s conference in Birmingham and has been
discussed by PAG.
It was unanimously agreed that such
“accredited” training must be approved by the
Arboricultural Association, but at that point a
raised a matter that seriously concerns me.
Indeed, I raised it at last year’s conference and
at our PAG meetings.
The use of the word “accreditation” is very
dangerous because it infers that a person has
reached a defined level of competence and to
ensure that then a form of examination must be
introduced.
Furthermore, if Tree Wardens are to claim
that they have attained such a level of
competence then some form of liability
insurance would be essential. That would be
prohibitively expensive.
Finally, for it to be fully effective that it would
have to be a mandatory requirement for ALL
Tree Wardens.
I believe that most delegates shared my
views but some wished to pursue the idea.
Indeed, a local authority co-ordinator from within
our region pressed me further over lunch saying
that he wanted me to support the idea as he
wants all of his Tree Wardens to be “fully
qualified” and they can then use that as a start
for a career in arboriculture.
Not wishing to get a bad case of indigestion,
I halted the conversation after pointing out that
it was a bit unfair to expect the rest of us to
finance
his
authority’s
own
training
requirements.
It is essential that we get this right first time
otherwise a very expensive exercise may result
in a very dangerous position.
Holly Chetan-Welsh then reported on how
the Tree Council is refreshing its brand.
Following feedback from Tree Wardens, partner
organisations and its Board, The Tree Council is
refreshing and modernising the brand so that

serves us as best it can into the future.
The Tree Council has been exploring its
brand values, aims, an outline mission
statement and a new logo.
Draft statements and visuals were shared
with Co-ordinators in the room. There was much
discussion about some of the wording in the
statements which went on a bit too long for my
liking but in the end the emphasis moved to
keeping things simple and making sure that the
messaging has ‘heart’
Encouragingly, one of the logos was
preferred by the greater majority of Coordinators and it was confirmed that the new
logo will be adaptable for use by those in the
Tree Warden Scheme
Straplines were also considered. The
working strapline is “working together for the
love of trees”.
The new website aims to make it much
easier to access information and resources, and
get new volunteers involved. The Tree Council
is moving from a site which is mostly a host for
a lot of information to a site which guides people
to act – whether that’s signing up to be a Tree
Warden, donating or applying for a community
grant
The conference explored a draft structure
for the new Tree Warden section on the website
which includes a dedicated space for existing
Tree Wardens, a page to recruit new Tree
Wardens, and a dedicated Co-ordinators’ page.
One key change is that it was proposed that
the secure part of the website be removed and
everything ‘Tree Warden’ be free to access –
removing any technological barriers to Tree
Wardens accessing useful resources and
information.
A participant asked about a Tree Warden
‘phone app, but there is no resource to develop
a dedicated Tree Warden app at the moment. A
number of useful apps available from other tree
organisations already exist and it was agreed
that these be signposted to on the website.
The Tree Council will be looking for case
studies to showcase successful project ideas
and a plea was made to share stories, news,
photos, videos from all the networks so that
case studies can be created.
There will also be a function where
individuals can submit details of their favourite
tree with a postcode or photo. It will be a way to
engage the general public and raise awareness
of the UK’s countless remarkable and beautiful
trees.
It was shared that tools to help recruit more
Tree Wardens would be welcome.
The website and brand will change by the
end of the year.
Following feedback from Tree Wardens that
it would be useful to be able to talk to one
another more easily, the Tree Council is piloting
a closed Facebook Group so that tree wardens
can interact with each other and share

experiences.
Not everyone uses social media but the
Tree Council is keen to pilot this method of
communication but some are keen to write blogs
and share them.
Now, just in case you haven’t detected it yet,
I hate Facebook and think that it’s a horrible and
extremely dangerous thing However, for now I
accept that I am in a minority of one but insist on
reserving the right to say “I told you so” when it
all goes horribly wrong!!!!!
The Facebook page has been launched in
November’s Tree Guardian and you can join at:
www.facebook.com/groups/264920139849185
8/)
Holly then gave the conference some quick
tips for amplifying shared messages.
Consider your channel carefully. Start by
considering who you want. Different channels
work well for different audiences (eg Facebook
older demographic, Instagram younger) and
content (Twitter for short, punchy and factbased, Facebook for more human, story-like
content).
Share your thoughts and opinions on things
as that is what your followers are keen to hear.
Share the Tree Council’s social media content
to help it reach more relevant audiences. Share
your photos, videos, updates and case studies
so they can be promoted to the rest of the
Network and beyond.
Jon Stokes then returned to centre stage to
explain the idea of local Tree Champions,
showing us the suggested structure.
Sir William Worsley will feed down to the
County Council Tree Champion who will feed
down to the District Council Tree Champion who
will, in turn, feed down to Tree Wardens. All will
feedback to local councillors.
The conference voted to unanimously to
explore the idea further.
Next, Jon asked how many local authorities
have declared a climate emergency and most
have.
Biosecurity is becoming more and more
important as is planting maintenance and there
is an overwhelming appetite for increased
protection for ancient and veteran trees.
Therefore Tree Wardens must challenge their
parliamentary candidates on how they stand on
trees.
With the business of the day completed,
delegates were invited to join the Richmond
Park Head Ranger for a short tour of some of
the park’s 1,300 veteran trees recorded on the
Ancient Tree Inventory, around 320 of which are
ancient. One of the most impressive of these is
the Royal Oak, which can be found near Pen
Ponds and is estimated to be around 750 years
old.
Richmond Park is London's largest Royal
Park and the largest urban park in Europe,
covering an area of 2,500 acres. It is a National
Nature Reserve and a Site of Special Scientific
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Interest, of both national and international
importance for wildlife conservation.
It was established in its present form by King
Charles I, who in 1637 turned the area on the
hill above Richmond into a hunting park for red
and fallow deer. He enclosed the Park with high
walls, an action that was not popular with the
local residents, although he did allow
pedestrians to exercise historic rights of way
across it. To this day most of the wall remains,
although some sections have been removed
over the centuries and the remainder has been
rebuilt and reinforced.
Legal action in 1758 by John Lewis, a public
spirited brewer of Richmond, confirmed the right
of access for pedestrians at all times and
frustrated attempts by the Royal Ranger to
prevent such access.
The Park has changed little over the
centuries and, although it is surrounded by
human habitation, the varied landscape of hills,
woodland gardens and grasslands set among
ancient trees abounds in wild life. This incredible
environment has been created by centuries of
grazing by herds of red and fallow deer.
Some features have been added to the
Park. The Isabella Plantation is a stunning
woodland garden, which was created after
World War II from an existing woodland, and is
organically run, resulting in a rich flora and
fauna.
The Park is a top UK site for ancient trees,
particularly oaks, which have great historic and
wildlife importance. The trees and associated
decaying wood support nationally endangered
species of fungi, as well as a remarkable range
of nationally scarce invertebrates such as the
cardinal click beetle and the stag beetle. Over
one thousand species of beetle (more than one
quarter of the British list) have been recorded in
the Park.
We eventually returned to the car for our
return journey home at 16:00 with little idea of
just what lay ahead of us.
The drive back to the M4 was very slow but
we put that down to the density of Friday
evening rush-hour traffic. However, from the
time we eventually joined the M4 things just
went from bad to worse.
It was never more than a crawl until we
reached the M25 … and then it just got slower
and slower with long periods of sitting still.
Eventually, the Sat Nav diverted me onto
the A1 and that seemed better … at least it did
for the first mile. From then on it was simply
stoppage after stoppage until we turned on to
the A505 when at least we kept flowing.
I eventually arrived home at just after 21:00
with my dinner stewing in the oven and Lesley
stewing in the armchair. However, my wife
knows me well and knows just what I need in
such situations. A bottle of red was waiting for
me on the dinner table so I soon got over it all.

Be a Tree Angel This Christmas!
Daily Mail issues national call to plant more trees
S PART of its support for the Tree Council, the Daily Mail has launched an exciting new
campaign inviting readers to be a Tree Angel this Christmas, helping to planting trees
around the country. Kicking off at the start of National Tree Week, the campaign will give
readers the opportunity to claim a free tree to plant in their garden, or to donate to support local
tree planting projects around the country, particularly in our towns and cities where they are
needed most.

A

trees to act as an incredible natural technology
to absorb and store carbon dioxide as part of
efforts to reduce UK carbon emissions.
According to the government-appointed
Committee on Climate Change, we need to
plant around 30,000 hectares of trees every
year for the next thirty years throughout the UK
– which is approximately the size of the Isle of
Wight (38,000 ha) in trees every year. However,
last year in England less than 1,500 hectares
were planted in England.
To make the challenge harder, UK trees are
threatened by many pests and diseases. For
example, ash dieback disease is now found
across the UK and will infect around 90% of the
UK’s ash trees, our third most common
broadleaved tree.
If we are to make a real difference, we all
need to get involved. The Tree Council’s
National Tree Week is an opportunity for
everyone to plant a tree and help ensure a
greener, tree-filled future.

National Tree Week this year is
an opportunity for everyone can be
part of tackling climate change by
planting a tree.

The Tree Council’s National Tree Week
started as a campaign in 1973 to replant trees
lost to Dutch elm disease, which took millions of
iconic trees out of the UK landscape. This year,
in possibly the biggest National Tree Week
campaign yet, organisations, businesses and
communities around the UK have grasped the
opportunity to do their bit to reduce UK carbon
emissions by planting trees in their community.
Local community groups including Friends
Tree planting events are happening across
of the Earth groups are holding planting events
the country on every scale. Mass tree plantings
in the local community and many families and
are being organised by many organisations
individuals are planting trees in their own garden
including Trees for Cities and the Woodland
to lay down roots for a greener, more tree-filled
Trust. Environmentalist and founder of charity
future, with trees being provided by Trees for
Another Way, 17-year-old Amy Bray, is
Cities, Mayor of London, TCV and the
mobilising volunteers to plant 1,700 trees in
Woodland Trust.
Matterdale, Cumbria in partnership with The
Evidence is mounting on the potential of
Tree Council and Ullswater CIC.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

HEALTH ALERT !

A

VIRUS which can affect the brain has been found in ticks in the UK for the first time,
including a woodland area in Norfolk. Public Health England said surveillance has
detected tick-borne encephalitis virus (TBEV) in a small number of ticks in two parts of
England, in Thetford Forest and an area on the border between Hampshire and Dorset. The risk
to the general population, however, is currently assessed as very low.
The agency said tick-borne
encephalitis (TBE) is an infection
spread by tick bites, but most
people who catch TBE will not have
any symptoms. However, it can
cause flu-like symptoms, and in a
small number of cases can
progress to more serious disease
involving the central nervous
system.
Public Health England said further work is
under way to identify the distribution of TBEVinfected tick populations.
Dr Nick Phin, deputy director of National
Infections Service at Public Health England,
said: "Tick-borne encephalitis virus, which is

endemic in many European countries, has been
found for the first time in a very small number of
ticks in two locations in England. These are
early research finding and indicate the need for
further work, however, the risk to the general
public is currently assessed to be very low.
"Ticks carry a number of infections including
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Lyme disease, so we are reminding people to be
'tick aware' and take tick precautions,
particularly when visiting or working in areas
with long grass such as woodlands, moorlands
and parks."
Ticks are found throughout the year but are
most active between spring and autumn.
The NHS has the following advice to reduce
the risk of being bitten by ticks:
• cover your skin while walking outdoors
and tuck your trousers into your socks
• use insect repellent on your clothes and
skin – products containing DEET are best
• stick to paths whenever possible
• wear light-coloured clothing so ticks are
easier to spot and brush off
Contact your GP or call 111 if you begin to feel
unwell with flu-like symptoms following a tick
bite.

Scientists Uncover Resistance
Genes for Deadly Ash Tree Disease
New research has identified the genetic basis of resistance to ash
dieback in UK trees, opening up new avenues for conservation.

R

ESEARCHERS from Queen Mary University of London and the Royal Botanic Gardens,
Kew sequenced the DNA from over 1,250 ash trees to find inherited genes associated
with ash dieback resistance. The study, published in leading journal Nature Ecology &
Evolution, showed that resistance is controlled by multiple genes, offering hope that surviving
trees could be used to restore diseased woodlands, either by natural regeneration or selective
breeding.
foundations for breeding more resistant trees in
fraxineus, has spread throughout Europe’s ash
future.”
populations and was first recorded in the UK in
Samples were collected from ash trees in a
2012. It is estimated to cost the British economy
Forest Research mass screening trial, which
£7.6 billion over the next 10 years.
comprises 150,000 trees planted across 14
Professor Richard Buggs, Professor of
sites in South East England. The researchers
Evolutionary Genomics at Queen Mary
screened for resistance genes using a rapid,
University of London and lead author of the
cost-effective approach, where the DNA of
paper, says “There is no cure for ash dieback
multiple trees was combined into separate pools
and it threatens to kill over half of the 90 million
for diseased and unaffected trees.
ash trees in the UK. This will have huge impacts
Many of the genes found to be associated
on the British landscape. Our new findings of the
with ash dieback resistance were similar to
genetic basis of natural resistance found in a
those previously shown to be involved in
small minority of British ash trees help us to
disease or pathogen responses in other
predict how ash populations will evolve under
"Now we have established which genes are
species.
ash dieback. While many ash trees will die, our
important for resistance we can predict which
Ash dieback is a major threat to the UK
findings are encouraging from a long-term
trees will survive ash dieback. This will help
landscape and it is predicted it will kill over half
perspective and reassure us that ash
identify susceptible trees that need to be
of ash trees across the UK. The disease, caused
woodlands will one day flourish again.”
removed from woodlands and provide the
by the invasive alien fungus Hymenoscyphus
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Professor
Richard
Nichols,
author of the study and Professor
of Evolutionary Genetics at Queen
Mary University of London, said
“We found that the genetics behind
ash dieback resistance resembled
other characteristics like human
height, where the trait is controlled
by many different genes working
together, rather than one specific
gene.

Council Workers Accidentally Cut Down
800 Trees Planted by Volunteers

A

COUNCIL'S maintenance team has accidentally cut down hundreds of trees that had
been planted by volunteers just two years ago. Workers from Reading Borough Council
destroyed around 800 saplings that were growing in the city's Palmer Park. According
to BBC News, the team were unaware the trees had been donated by the Woodland Trust and
planted by volunteers between 2016 and 2017.
Reading Council admitted soon
afterwards the trees had been cut
down during a routine clearance of
undergrowth.
A spokesman for Reading Borough Council
said: “Unfortunately these saplings were cleared
in a recent routine clearance of undergrowth by
our maintenance team. Regrettably, the whips
were untagged and not clearly visible among
nettles and brambles when the area was being
maintained.
“The Council respects and values the work
of volunteers and we apologise to the
community volunteers involved in the planting of
the saplings for this unfortunate occurrence.
New plans drawn up by the council involve using
more volunteers to plant trees in "viable

locations" in order to "increase canopy cover.
“To put the situation right, we are planning
to replace the cleared saplings by planting a
selection of larger trees in a suitable location
within Palmer Park, which will have a far greater
chance of reaching maturity, with a particular
focus on trees that support wildlife and increase
the diversity of species present in the park," the
spokesperson added.
“Over the last decade we have planted over
1,895 new trees across the borough and we look
forward to continuing to work with volunteer
groups to further increase our tree numbers in
the future.”
Councillor Karen Rowland said lessons had
"been learned" from the incident and also
apologised to the volunteers involved in the
planting.
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Steve Goodman, one of the volunteers who
helped to plant the saplings, said: "It's a huge
waste, a great loss - 800 trees of that age plus
the other growth alongside. It's been described
as a routine clearance of undergrowth which
seems odd because this area was protected for
the past three years."
A spokesperson for the Woodland Trust
also expressed disappointment over the
mistake in a post on Twitter. "We're saddened
to hear about the loss of 800 saplings in Palmer
Park, Reading," they said.
"We've contacted Reading Council about
replacements and working with local community
to plant them as well as looking at opportunities
to address the nature and climate emergency."

Reforesting the UK: 'Trees are
the Ultimate Long-Term Project'
An article by Damian Carrington published on www.theguardian.com

T

HE UK needs 1.5bn new trees to tackle the climate crisis and a Northumberland project is
showing one way forward “This whole area wants to be a wood,” says Edward Milbank,
sweeping his arm across the former hill farm in Northumberland. Small saplings of birch
have invaded the cleared ground, but many more trees are being pushed into the soil by hand.
The bracken and rhododendron
that had overrun the hillside took
heavy machinery three months to
rip out. “When you disturb the soil,
it becomes a wood very quickly, but
the Forestry Commission forced us
to put in Scots pine as well” says
Milbank.
“The entire area could be birch without
spending a penny, but you have to be seen to
be doing something to justify the [planting
grants].”
This former sheep and cattle farm,
Doddington North, is being converted into
England’s largest private new woodland in 30
years, with 680,000 trees being planted over the
350 hectares. Moving down the hill, Milbank
points and says: “The reason we were able to
raise the investment is that – Sitka spruce.”
The commercial timber tree will occupy 40%
of the land, with native broadleaf trees such as
birch, alder, aspen and oak on about a third and
the rest managed as open grassland. Milbank,
whose company Pennine Forestry is running the
project, hopes it will encourage more wildlife,
such as the red squirrels that live in an adjoining
wood, and the kestrels that already fly overhead
searching for the shrews that dart between
tussocks.
The UK needs 1.5bn more trees, according
to the government’s official climate change
advisers, to suck up carbon dioxide and help
restore wildlife, but the question of how they will
be delivered – private or public, commercial or
wild – remains open, despite the pioneering
effort at Doddington North, which should be
completed this winter.
James Trayte, who leads the team of
planters, has done more than most. He reckons
he has planted more than 2m trees in his 12year career. Out since dawn, he has planted
about 2,000 so far today, plucking the two-year
old Sitka saplings from bags around his waist,
then prodding them into the hole he makes with
a deft twist of the planting spade.
“It was pure love at the start, getting paid to
walk around on the hillsides, battling the
weather.” After 12 winter seasons, the best time
to plant trees, he is more blunt about the
motivation. “It’s a brutal job and my elbow is
going. What brings me back now is the money.”
Milbank says: “Most local people have been
incredibly supportive of the project, but not
everyone. They thought we were taking away
good agricultural land to put in trees.” However,
if the national tree target is to be met, he says:
“There will have to be some land that comes out

of agricultural production and goes into
forestry.” Much of the timber – and the carbon it
contains – gets locked up in new buildings, he
points out.
All the saplings planted are UK grown, but
global heating is already exerting an influence.
“We take them from nurseries in the south of
England, as that will be the climate we have
here in the north in the future,” Milbank says.
Very few plastic guards are used, though that
has meant killing deer that would destroy the
saplings and putting up fences. “It will be lovely
to have deer back in here in 10 years”, when the
trees are established, he says.
Milbank is clear that management is
essential to create and maintain woodland, such
as removing some trees to let light through the
canopy, a task that large wild herbivores would
have done in the past. He thinks rewilding 25%
of the nation, as proposed by Rewilding Britain,
is unrealistic: “I can’t see land just being left. We
are too small an island, with 66 million people.”
Rebecca Wrigley, at Rewilding Britain, says:
“We are not suggesting people are taken off the
land across the country and that everything is
fully rewilded. We’d like to see a mosaic,
maximising rewilding but also production where
that is necessary. Rewilding has to work for
people and nature, economy and ecology.”
However, she thinks management is a
forestry mind-set and often not necessary:
“Woodlands have been doing ok for millions of
years without human management, though
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obviously you need fully functional ecosystems.”
The government is not far off track in
delivering the 11m trees over five years in
England that it promised to fund in 2017: 3.6m
were planted in the last two seasons, about
2,300 hectares, but overall, planting in England
fell in 2019.
There was a jump in UK figures, thanks to
Scottish planting, but only to 13,400 ha. That is
well below the 20,000 ha target set for 2020 by
the government advisers, the Committee on
Climate Change. It wants 27,000 ha a year by
2030, a level not seen since the 1970s, when
huge monoculture plantations fuelled by tax
breaks earned forestry a bad name.
“It is wildly optimistic,” says Milbank, but not
impossible. “If the incentives are there, farmers
will follow.”
Mark Bridgeman, the new president of the
CLA, the Country, Land and Business
Association, and whose Fallodon Estate is near
Doddington North, agrees. “Right now it is not
going to happen. It’s about creating a market for
timber,” he says, noting that the UK imports 80%
of its timber. “That is ludicrous. We have one of
the greatest climates for growing trees.”
Both say, however, the government now
has a perfect opportunity for change with the
proposed post-Brexit subsidy regime potentially
providing public money for public goods, such
as carbon removal, flood protection and cleaner
air – all things that trees can deliver.

tackling that, with people planting trees able to
get regular payments for carbon storage.
Another obstacle is the cost of getting
permission to plant trees. “It was blooming hard
to get Doddington North through,” says Milbank,
whose company spent £125,000 and 18 months
preparing the planning application. “There
should be a presumption in favour of planting,”
not against it, says Bridgeman.
John Tucker, at the Woodland Trust, a
charity that has planted 10m native broadleaf
trees in the past two years, agrees. He supports
the Doddington North project, despite its
commercial timber component, saying: “We
need more trees, full stop, of all sorts.” All
projects now have to meet the UK Forestry
Standard, he adds, meaning no monocultures or
ugly clear-cutting.
Back on the chilly Northumberland hillside,
Milbank is confident there is change in the air,
“Climate change is now at the forefront of
people’s minds and I think the political will is
there,” he says. “It will be easier to plant trees in
future.”

“Trees are the ultimate long-term project,”
but the cost of planting is upfront, creating a
says Bridgeman. Sitkas double their weight and
financial obstacle. A new £50m government
carbon removal between the ages of 30 and 40,
scheme launched last week makes a start on
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Anger Across London Borough of Brent as
Council Disregards Trees and Conservation
Areas in its Drive to Asphalt Pavements

C

OMMUNITIES across the London Borough of Brent are urging the council not to rip up
and replace pavements which involve felling trees or cause the "destruction of
conservation areas" at a time of climate emergencies. Plans to replace paving stones in
Dartmouth Road in Mapesbury's conservation area and chop down up to eight trees in
Harlesden's Furness Road has been 'put on hold' following an outcry by communities across
the borough.
because it will look horrible and soon become
dirty, mossy, slippery and difficult to sweep, and
fundamentally wrong because this is a
Conservation Area."
Nick West, who helped save trees in
Connaught Road, said mature trees in Furness
Road must remain. "It seems that residents are
constantly engaged in this battle to save our
trees.
Harlesden is a socially deprived part of the
borough with unbelievably heavy traffic
congestion and so we need all the aesthetic and
ecological help we can get."

Brent Council has a budget of
£20m to redo pavements across the
borough and have chosen to use
asphalt even conservation areas
that only a few years ago were
looking to protect.
Early in November, neighbours in
Mapesbury Road discovered the plans for a "a
massive act of vandalism" to soon begin, but
following intervention from the Brent and Kilburn
Times newspaper it has not yet taken place.
More than 80 people have signed a petition
that asphalting does not take place at all.
Maggie Chambers, who lives on the street,
said: "Without consultation, Highways and
Infrastructure have been awarded a contract to
Marlborough Highways to carry out this massive
act of vandalism. From Mapesbury Road down
Dartmouth Road to Exeter Road is in excellent
condition due to renovation of the slabs a few
years ago.
"We see no reason why good pavements
anywhere in the Borough should be ripped out
and replaced with asphalt
“Ecologically, throwing away more than
7,300 paving slabs and hundreds of original
kerbstones is wrong, economically wrong
because re-laying or replacing the 15 percent of
crooked or damaged stones would be much
cheaper for the ratepayer, aesthetically wrong

Editor’s comment.
How sad it is, not to mention alarming, that
local authorities continue to treat our precious
urban forest (ie our urban street trees) with
apparent contempt.
Has the local authority learned nothing from
the appalling actions of Sheffield, Newcastle
and others last year when members of the public
were willing to risk their own liberty in order to
prevent an arboricultural massacre?
I was born and raised in the London Borough
of Brent. It has never had much going for it but
its street trees have always been something to
behold. In addition, they are an essential
contributor to helping to clean our air.
Come on Brent Council. Wake up and smell
the coffee. Our urban forest must be preserved!
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Climate Emissions from Tropical Forest
Damage 'Underestimated by a Factor of Six'
An article by Graham Readfearn published on www.theguardian.com

G

REENHOUSE gas emissions caused by damage to tropical rainforests around the world
are being underestimated by a factor of six, according to a new study. Research led by
the University of Queensland finds the climate impact of selective logging, outright
clearing and fire in tropical rainforests between 2000 and 2013 was underestimated by 6.53bn
tonnes of CO2.
The
numbers
are
likely
conservative, and also did not
include emissions from other
woodlands or the massive boreal
forests in the high latitudes of the
northern hemisphere.
Study co-author professor James Watson of
the University of Queensland and the Wildlife
Conservation Society said: “We have been
treating forests as pretty one-dimensional, but
we know degradation impacts carbon. The
bottom line is that we knew the numbers would
be big, but we were shocked at just how big.”
Watson said the numbers used for tropical
rainforests were “conservative”, adding, “this is
a carbon time bomb and policymakers have to
get to grips with this”.
When countries declare greenhouse gas
emissions from changes in forests, they do not
account for the CO2 that forests would have
continued to soak up for decades had they not
been cleared or damaged. This is a measure
known as “forgone removal”.
The study, published in the journal Science
Advances, also accounted for those emissions
up to the year 2050 – a timeframe relevant to
the global Paris climate change agreement.
The study found 6.53bn tonnes of CO2 for
foregone emissions and the impacts of other
damage that wasn’t being counted.
In comparison, for the year to March 2019,
Australia’s emissions are at 538.9m tonnes
CO2e (carbon dioxide equivalent) – or 0.54bn
tonnes of CO2e. Global emissions from burning
coal in 2017 were 14.6bn tonnes of CO2.
“Frankly, inside the environment movement
there has been a huge push to get a handle on
coal-based emissions, and the role of transport
and airplanes. That’s important, but the
forgotten child has been forests and
woodlands,” Watson said.
The study only counted emissions from
tropical forests. In total, the world’s forests

soaked up about 28% of human-caused
emissions between 2007 and 2016, with tropical
forests accounting for about half that absorption.
“We have only looked at tropical forests and
we have not looked at woodlands,” Watson said.
“We also don’t look at the boreal forests which
are the biggest game in town. Those numbers
would be staggering. This story would be
seriously worse if we looked at the whole
vegetation estate.
“From a policy point of view, this is a horror
story, but it also points to a simple solution,” he
said, adding that keeping forests intact and
properly accounting for the benefits would put
countries like Australia at a “massive
competitive advantage”.
Lead author Sean Maxwell of University of
Queensland said: “Usually only ‘pulse’
emissions are considered – these are emissions
released the instant intact forest is destroyed.
Our analysis considers all impacts such as the

effects of selective logging, forgone carbon
sequestration, expanding effects on the edges
of forests and species extinction.”
Pep Canadell of the CSIRO and the Global
Carbon Project, who was not involved in the
study, said the findings were highly relevant.
“This brings lots of pieces together to show
that if our ultimate goal from conservation was
climate change, then there are many more
components that we are not taking into account
in our carbon accounting,” he said. “These
researchers are calling this out.
“I think the numbers [in the study] are
reasonable. They have developed a framework
where we can better include the long-term value
of the conservation of forests for the sake of the
climate.”

Happy Christmas
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Government Launches New
Scheme to Boost Tree-Planting

O

N MONDAY 4 November, the government launched a £50 million scheme to help boost
tree-planting rates in the fight against climate change. The new Woodland Carbon
Guarantee will encourage farmers and landowners to plant more trees and create new
woodland in return for payments as those trees grow.
It gives land managers in
England the long-term financial
income they need to invest in
carbon sequestration - the process
by which trees lock up and store
carbon from the atmosphere.
Successful participants will be offered the
option to sell Woodland Carbon Units to the
government over 35 years at a guaranteed price
set by auction, providing new income for land
managers who help businesses compensate for
their carbon emissions.
Forestry and Climate Adaptation Minister
Zac Goldsmith said “Woodland creation is an
excellent way to help combat the effects of
climate change.
“By supporting farmers and land managers
who decide to invest in tree-planting, we are
making sure we tackle climate change through
nature-based solutions and - as part of our 25
Year Environment Plan - help leave the
environment in a better state than we found it.
“The Woodland Carbon Guarantee means
that now - more than ever - there is no reason to
delay planting trees.”
Trees are a precious natural asset and, as
a natural carbon sink, are a vital part of the fight
against climate change. Woodlands and forests
will play an important role in the UK’s efforts to
hit net zero carbon emissions by 2050, which is
why the government is committed to planting 11
million trees by 2022. Funding for this scheme
was announced by HM Treasury in the 2018
Autumn Budget.
By planting more trees and creating new
woodland, land managers also provide a range
of other ecosystem benefits such as preventing
flood risk, soil conservation and boosting
biodiversity.
Sir Harry Studholme, Chair of the Forestry
Commission, said “The Woodland Carbon
Guarantee is an innovative new financial
incentive for the mitigation of carbon dioxide
emissions. By underpinning the carbon price I
hope it will give confidence to landowners and
investors, and encourage the planting of the
right kind of trees at a viable scale. I am
delighted that the Forestry Commission has
been able to work with Defra to launch the
scheme.
“Creating more woodland is vital in the fight
against climate change, and the Guarantee
provides land managers with long-term certainty
of a guaranteed payment rate for carbon, which
their trees lock up and store.
“I urge all land managers and owners
thinking about planting to look at the scheme
and apply for the Woodland Carbon Guarantee
ahead of the first auction which will be held early
next year.”
Government-appointed Tree Champion Sir

William Worsley said “Land managers across
the country can support me in my role as Tree
Champion by tapping into the environmental
and economic benefits of planting more trees.
“The Woodland Carbon Guarantee provides
an exciting opportunity for land managers to be
rewarded for enhancing the environment on a
sustained long-term basis.
“The role trees play in combating climate
change cannot be underestimated and by
applying to the Guarantee you will also play a
crucial role in helping with the UK’s efforts to hit
Net Zero carbon emissions by 2050.”
To apply for the Woodland Carbon
Guarantee, land managers need to register their
projects with the Woodland Carbon Code - the
voluntary standard for UK woodland creation
projects where claims are made about the
carbon dioxide they sequester.
Click here to apply for the Guarantee.
The Woodland Carbon Guarantee will offer
successful participants a guarantee that the
government will buy Woodland Carbon Units at
an agreed price.
The Woodland Carbon Guarantee is a longterm contract and recipients won’t receive
immediate payments. Instead, land managers
will receive a guaranteed income for delivered
carbon units at agreed dates over 35 years if
they wish to sell carbon units to the government.
The Woodland Carbon Guarantee can be
used alongside other grants and funds available
to plant new woodland as long as Additionality
rules under the Woodland Carbon Code are
met.
The Woodland Carbon Code is the
voluntary standard for UK woodland creation
projects which provides investor confidence in
the claims are made about the carbon dioxide
they sequester. Independent validation and
verification to this standard provides assurance
and clarity about the carbon savings of these
sustainably managed woodlands. Businesses
can buy Woodland Carbon Units to help
compensate for their carbon emissions.
The scheme applies to land in England.
Further advice on how to register with the
Woodland Carbon Code can be found at
www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/landownersapply
Forestry Commission Chief Executive Ian
Gambles explains more about the Guarantee
and why land managers should apply now.
“We all know that urgent action to tackle
climate change is needed.
“The UK is the first major economy to
legislate for net zero greenhouse gas emissions
by 2050. Trees are vital in the fight against
climate change, but trees take time to grow and
store carbon which is why we need to plant trees
now if we want to reach net zero emissions by
2050.
“The new Woodland Carbon Guarantee will
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give you, the land managers, the security you
need to invest in carbon sequestration. The
scheme will offer successful participants the
option to sell Woodland Carbon Units to
government at a guaranteed price every five or
ten years up until 2055/56, which provides an
additional long-term income from your
woodland.
“If you prefer, you can still choose to sell
your CO₂ on the open market rather than to the
government. This can cover income foregone
from planting woodland on marginal agricultural
land and provide long-term security when
making the decision to invest in tree planting.
“The guaranteed price for your CO₂ is
agreed with the government through an online
reverse auction. A series of auctions will take
place every six months for up to five years,
beginning in early 2020. In order to bid in the
auction you will need to calculate how much
money you need (per tonne of CO₂) in order to
make your project financially viable and
worthwhile.
“If you are successful in the auction, the
government will buy the CO₂ for the price that
you bid - which is protected against inflation for
the life of the contract. This guaranteed price
and the income you will get from it will also help
to reduce the traditional risks associated with
establishing new woodlands, thereby making
the process of converting areas of your land to
woodland a more attractive prospect.
“Before you apply for the Guarantee, you
will need to have registered with the Woodland
Carbon Code, which provides the tools and
information required to plan your woodland and
calculate the amount of carbon that it will
remove from the atmosphere. The woodland will
also need to comply with the requirements of the
UK Forestry Standard. Your Guarantee
application may also be made alongside
applications for woodland creation grants (for
example, Countryside Stewardship, the
Woodland Carbon Fund or the HS2 Woodland
Fund) – provided that any other contracts were
signed after 29 October 2018.
“There is no reason to delay applying for the
Guarantee and plant trees now: the Guarantee
provides you with long term certainty of a
guaranteed payment rate for carbon which your
trees lock up and store. This, in addition to being
able to apply for the Guarantee alongside other
woodland creation grants, makes planting new
woodland a really attractive option for both
farmers and land managers. I strongly
encourage you to apply now ahead of the first
auction which is being held early next year.
“To apply for the Guarantee, you will need
to submit an application form providing a few
basic details for your proposed woodland
creation project including the amount of CO₂
that it will remove from the atmosphere.

Are the Millennium Yew
Trees Casting Their Shade?
I am grateful to Peter Croot (Coltishall) for kindly drawing my
attention to this article by Madeleine Davies published on
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk

A

S THE Year 2000 beckoned, while some prepared to party and others anxiously pondered
the malevolent potential of the Y2K bug, a motorbike courier was busy transferring
precious cargo, swaddled in damp newspaper, to a nursery in Bedfordshire. The Church
of England had decided that it would mark the Millennium by distributing thousands of yew
trees across England. Every parish that requested one would get one.
David Shreeve, director of the
Conservation
Foundation,
the
Church’s partner in the project,
explained at the time: “We want to
ensure the survival of this special
tree, and to help people to celebrate
the 2000th anniversary of Jesus’s
birth by thanking God for the
continuity of his creation. They will
be symbols of community and
signs of creation.”
Today he admits: “We had no idea how
many people would want a tree.” Although the
Bishop of London at the time, Richard Chartres,
had given his blessing to the project, and the
Archbishop of York agreed to host an initial
gathering (“Quite honestly, I think most people
came just to see Bishopthorpe, not hear about
our trees. . . ”), Mr Shreeve says that the
Foundation was amazed by the number of
requests from parishes. “We put out a story
when we had received 2000 of them, but they
kept coming. . .”
Collecting the cuttings was a somewhat
“last-minute” operation that “sort of took over our
lives a bit”, he recalls. The first task was to get
permission from the incumbents of churches in
possession of ancient yew trees. Eventually,
six-inch cuttings were taken from about 60,
some of which were estimated to be 2000 years
old.
“We had a tree expert that went around to
the tree and, at the end of the day, a motorbike
courier would come with one of those picnic
boxes on the back to keep things cool. Cuttings
were placed in newspaper and things to keep
them damp, then the motorbike would go to
Bedford where we had nursery where they
would be unpacked and put into greenhouse.
Then we had to pray that they would all grow.”
As 1999 drew to a close, 7000 seedlings
were given away in 40 services up and down the
country, many of which took place in cathedrals.
Graham Preskett, a TV composer, wrote a song
for choirs, “The Yew Tree Hymn”, celebrating
these “immortal markers of God’s estate”, and
Waitrose produced a specially-designed carrier
bag in which the seedlings could be transported.
The initiative even featured on the Royal Mail’s

The Much Marcle yew at St Bartholomews Church
first-class stamps.
More than 1000 people attended a
distribution service at St Paul’s Cathedral in
which 136 yews were blessed. Cost prohibited
sending a lorry to the diocese of Truro, so Mr
Shreeve arrived with the delivery by car. (“They
got rather small trees.”)
The yew tree could be seen as “a metaphor
for the life of faith in this country over the last
four thousand years”, congregations heard. “It
can mirror the personal experience, the ups and
downs of most people of faith. A symbol of the
spiritual life with its dormant periods and it’s
coming to life.”
At Coventry Cathedral, the story of
Christianity was told through the eyes of a yew
tree, while readings included an extract from
The Dream of the Rood, a ninth-century poem
that gives voice to the Cross on which Jesus
was crucified.
In the run-up to the services, not everyone
was convinced, Mr Shreeve recalls. One bishop,
with an eye on a sporting fixture, was “very
unhappy” that he had been called in to preside
on a Saturday. “He said afterwards: ‘This has
been amazing. So many people who would not
normally have come to a service in my
cathedral, but they have come for a tree.’”
The project changed minds in the Church,
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Mr Shreeve thinks, helping to pave the way for
a greater emphasis on caring for creation,
including the appointment of more diocesan
environment officers.
The Vicar of St Mark’s, South Farnborough,
the Revd Ian Hedges, has “vivid memories” of
collecting their tree. “Not knowing what we were
collecting, in terms of size, we borrowed a large
estate car, thinking that we would just about get
a sapling into its boot, only to be presented at
the ceremony with a tiny carrier-bag containing
an even tinier little shoot,” he says. Today,
“Markie” is spreading outwards rather than
upwards.
“It was lovingly brought on by a couple of
keen gardeners from the congregation, and
eventually migrated from its flower-pot to a tub
to the ground. As those who were originally
responsible for it have now all died, the tree
provides us with an affectionate reminder of
them and their ‘adventurous’ day out.”
Richard Southwell QC reports that the three
yew trees planted at St Augustine’s, Upton
Lovell, on the south side of the church, in good
soil, are “competing vigorously” and now almost
20-foot high. The success has been particularly
welcome given the sudden dramatic collapse of
one of the churchyard’s old yews
“It was most astonishing,” he recounts. “We

The Fortingall Yew

were standing outside the church and suddenly
there was a crack which sounded like a gun
going off and then a bang as a huge branch hit
the ground, all causing somebody to levitate off
their deck chair.”
The shared longevity of churches and yew
trees is a good match, he suggests: “One is
thinking of the church being there for a very long
time, so it’s best to grow trees which have long
lives. Deciduous trees, by and large, do not
have a particularly long life.”
Yews are the oldest living things in Britain.
The Woodland Trust reports that they are only
considered “ancient” after 900 years. The oldest
tree in the UK, the Fortingall Yew, is estimated
to be between 2000 and 3000 years old.
Mr Shreeve says that one of the aims of the
Millennium project was to draw attention to this
timeline: “They were planted in the spirit of a
living link with the birth of Jesus and as a symbol
that if we wanted this millennium yew to live for
another 2000 years, we would need to care and
cherish our local environment.”
Today, many are concerned that their
continued longevity is at risk.
“The reason why we have so many ancient
yews is that they have been protected in
churchyards,” says David Alderman, director of
the Tree Register. “But in recent years, there
has been more pressure on development. The
development of the church itself, whether
through building extensions, or churches going
redundant and not being managed by the same
people, or being sold off completely. In that
sense, they [yews] are more under threat now
than just 100 years ago.”

Some form of legislation will be required, he
thinks. “Without it, all the good will in the world
will not protect yew trees threatened by
development.” Grants would also help people to
better look after trees.
An online petition, “Save Britain’s ancient
Yew trees before we lose any more”, addressed
to the Environment Secretary, Michael Gove,
has been signed by more than 230,000 people.
“We have the largest collection of ancient
yew trees on earth, including some considered
to be among the oldest trees of any kind on the
planet,” the organiser, Janis Fry, writes. “Some
are over 5000 years old (I must disagree with
that statement – Ed). They are incredibly
precious and a vital part of our heritage, but we
are gradually losing them one by one as they
currently have no legal protection. This must
urgently change.”
She reports that more than 500 ancient yew
trees have been destroyed since the Second
World War. There remain 157 aged over 2000
years in the UK, the vast majority of which are in
churchyards.
Dating yew trees is notoriously difficult. The
Tree Register is currently trying to find yew
branches on which it can conduct dendrochronology. “Most of our ancient yews are so
hollow that you do not get more than a couple of
hundred years of live wood, but some branches
may be lot older,” Mr Alderman explains. “In the
past, people have cut branches off and not
thought too much about it and they could have
valuable information we could take advantage
of.”
He reports that the Millennium Yew at St

Nicholas, Wilden, is still going strong. Louise
Mardlin, a Tree Warden for more than 30 years,
confirms that it is “going great guns”, perhaps
now eight-foot tall. A governor of the local
school, she involved pupils in the care of the
yew, which is protected by a tree guard and
marked by a plaque. In total, she’s helped to
plant more than 10,000 trees and shrubs in the
parish, including a 100-yard “tree church” in a
cruciform shape in the land behind her house.
“I’ve always been interested in planting
trees since I was a child,” she says. “Someone’s
got to stick up for the trees.”
Today, the Conservation Foundation is
keen to find out what became of the other
Millennium Yews.
Not all enjoyed a happy fate. In 2008 it was
reported that one of the yews blessed at St
Paul’s Cathedral had died after just two or three
years in the Spanish sun, at St George’s,
Malaga. Laura Garnham, a worshipper at All
Saints’, Wrabness, reported that the parishes
had had to be “discreetly replaced. “My
suspicion is that those little twigs sent out were
sub-standard and no bishops’ blessings could
renew them. Our replacement has flourished.”
Yet others, like those at Upton Lovell, are
soaring, and Mr Shreeve is keen that the story
of the project not be forgotten. The Foundation
has issued a simple online survey that asks
parishes to report on the fortunes of their
seedling. It also asks respondents to comment
on what other steps they have taken to care for
the environment.
“It was such a fantastic project 20 years
ago,” he says. “It would be great if we could
somehow keep the interest going. These are
special trees and it would be great to think a
church could always look back to think it has got
a tree which maintains a link with the time of
Jesus.” He is encouraging parishes to mark the
tree with a plaque, and consider having another
service of celebration.
Twenty years since being pictured eyeing
one specimen with David Bellamy, then
president of the Conservation Foundation, Lord
Chartres shares his attachment to the
Millennium Yews.
“As memories of the embarrassing scenes
at the Greenwich Dome and the Cool Britannia
project fade, I hope that at least some of the
yews cuttings that were planted in 2000 are
flourishing,” he says. “I remember in particular
planting one in Lambeth Palace garden, but
have not been to inspect it recently.
“Planting a tree is one of the ways of
demonstrating faith in the future, and they are
superbly indifferent to the hype and passions of
the passing moment.”
Go to the website given in the heading to
this article to sign the Change.org petition

Happy Christmas
and a Peaceful New Year
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Dr Jo’s Corner
The column by Jo Parmenter, Reedham’s Parish Tree Warden
Wildflower of the Month: Bullace Prunus domestica subsp insititia

T

HIS is one of those plants that is pretty much impossible to identity to a sub-species level
until it is actually in fruit, as here, where the small round ‘plums’, which are golden with a
pinkish blush, tell us that this is a bullace as opposed to the August-fruiting greengage
(subsp x italica) or the much larger ‘domestic’ plum (subsp domestica).
Greengages are, of course,
greenish or golden-green, whereas
both P domestica subsp domestica
and subsp insititia can be various
shades of pinks, purples and even
a blue-ish colour.

Bullace (also interchangeably known as
damson, although true damsons reportedly
have sweeter fruit) is a shrub or small tree and
is considered to be an archaeophyte. That is a
species associated with human activity) and that
has existed in the UK since prior to 1500 and
since ‘naturalised’ so that it behaves much as

our native flora.
Although once cultivated, the bullace gradually
fell out of favour as larger, sweeter cultivars of
plum displaced it. It can be found growing in
hedges, wood-borders, scrub and waste
places.

Have a Peaceful Christmas
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Keys Hill Wood, Wroxham
A Broadland Tree Warden Network project gets underway

By Angus Turvill, Broadland Tree Warden for Wroxham

T

HIRTEEN intrepid students from years 7 and 9 at Broadland High School have volunteered
to help renovate and then plant a hundred trees in Wroxham’s Keys Hill Wood this winter.
Their first visit to the wood was on 24 November, accompanied by teachers Connor Liley
and Rachel Wyatt, was to tidy the site and prepare it for planting.
Cllr Ian Joynson represented
Wroxham Parish Council, the
owner of the site, Richard Farley
(Brundall) gallantly spent the day
chainsawing large felled tree trunks
to use as pathway markers that will
encourage walkers to keep clear of
the proposed planting areas and
John Fleetwood showed our junior
team how to create habitat piles
around the site and also cut some
logs.

out where they are to be planted, thereby
leaving maximum time and minimum disruption
for the actual planting day.
Should any of you wish to be involved in our
planting day then please contact either John or
myself and we shall be pleased to have you
along. We can guarantee you a most satisfying
day.
So, many thanks to all involved including the
teachers Connor and Rachel, Wroxham Parish
Councillor Ian, Richard for his unstinting efforts
on the chainsaw and John for his enthusiasm.
I hope to tell you how the planting went in
the January edition of this publication.

I ensured that the youngsters gained
maximum benefit from the day, told them of our
plans for the site, what species we have and
those we plan to help them plant.
The enthusiasm shown by the juniors was
commendable and their capacity for a day of
very hard work absolutely breath-taking
The plan is now for the pupils to plant the
new trees in December. John and I will collect
the plants the day before and we shall also mark

Editor’s comment.
This is the type of project I want us to
pursue. Tree Wardens working together as
a conservation team for the good of a local
community.
I have been lucky enough to have been
involved with this project from the outset,
working very closely with Angus Turvill and
Ian Joynson.
We created a Management Proposal
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followed by a formal Management Plan, both
of which we submitted to Wroxham Parish
Council who, I am delighted to say, have
given us full support from the word go.
So, from a personal point of view may I
both thank and congratulate an excellent
Tree Warden in Angus, a most helpful and
co-operative Parish Councillor in Ian, the
first-class and most supportive Wroxham
Parish Council … oh yes … and a special
thank you.
I have always believed that my generation
has messed up our environment … BIG
TIME. It is the “younger generation” who will
have to try to put things right so the least we
can do is to encourage them and give them
the benefit of our knowledge.
As you know, Andrea and I run a
successful Junior Tree Warden scheme in
Freethorpe so I was eager to involve young
people in the tree planting at Keys Hill Wood.
I thank Angus, Ian and the parish council for
agreeing to that but most of all I wish to
thank
the
school
and
youngsters
themselves.

Hedging Our Bets!
By Peter Croot (alias Crootie) Coltishall Tree Warden

W

E HAVE decided to extend the hedge on the north side of Coltishall Community Apple
Orchard, but how to organise it? Where do we get the plants from? What about the
tree stakes and guards? Where will the money come from to pay for it? Will we get
permission from Coltishall Parish Council, (who own the land) to do the planting? Lastly who
will do the planting?
So
planting a hedge would
appear to be simple but does need
a bit of organisation! Our local wild
flower enthusiast, Anne Cryer, was
the lead person on this project and
set to work to get things organised.
I applied and got permission for the
extension of the hedge.
Anne got the necessary hedging plants from
the OVO Energy carbon offsetting scheme (see
the inset) and then approached Coltishall
Primary School to ask for their involvement and
help with this project.
They were very
enthusiastic as it fitted in well with their new
Outdoor Learning Centre.
One afternoon a group of 7 and 8 year olds
came along to the orchard to “weigh up the job”,
and involve themselves in some basic maths to
work out how many hedging plants we would
need! (It’s good they did it because Crootie
couldn’t count that many on his fingers – Ed).
A date of 26 November 2019 was set and at
13:00 that day Anne and I had all the hedging,
ancillaries and planting tools at the ready
waiting for our labour force to arrive. We had
also enlisted the help of two adult volunteers to
help with the “slit planting” of the hedge and
thank goodness we did!
At 13:30 sixteen very excited youngsters
arrived with a teacher and teaching assistant
and were briefed by Anne on the planting
method. They were then split into teams and
each team was assigned to a volunteer adult

with a spade.
My goodness! How difficult it was to dig fast
enough to keep up with those enthusiastic
planters! However, we did manage to get the
plants in the right way up, complete with guards
and canes and in reasonably straight lines.
As a mulch to retain the moisture next
summer and to keep the weeds at bay, we used
the grass which had been cut from our wild
flower meadow under the apple trees, an activity
the children really loved.
In all, 50 plants in situ in one hour, a really
good effort by all and in record time as well!
It has been arranged that the children will
return next year in early summer to see how the
hedge is growing, to carry out any necessary
maintenance and to look at all the wild flowers
(and insects attracted to the wild flowers) in the
orchard itself. Best of all though, they will have
a picnic.
So hopefully we will have extended the
existing north hedge which will provide more
food and shelter for birds and insects and,
hopefully, inspired the next generation of
conservationists!
Many thanks to Anne Cryer, lead in this
project and also to OVO and the British Trust for
Conservation Volunteers for supplying the
plants.
Many thanks to Coltishall Parish Council for
giving permission and supporting this project
and especially to Coltishall Primary School for
their enthusiasm, support and practical help.
Many thanks too to adult volunteers, Brian
Abbs and Paul Stevenson for their digging skills
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and expert management of their individual
teams!

If you would like to do your bit
in the battle to slow down
climate change by planting free
native trees or a hedge next
autumn, then please contact
Anne Cryer on 01603 737 243.
Anne can help you obtain them
through
the
OVO
carbon
offsetting scheme.
Essentially,
through the
British Trust for Conservation
Volunteers, OVO send out up to
500 FREE native trees or
hedging plants to any individual
or organisation who wants to
plant them and who is able to
carry
out
the
necessary
maintenance for two or three
years. Depending on the project
and its location Anne may also
be able to organise local
volunteers who would be happy
to help with the planting.

What is the Future of Britain’s Forests?
An article published on www.countryfile.com

W

HAT will Britain's forests look like in 100 years? Here is our expert guide to British
forests, looking at the history of forestry in the UK, the environmental importance of
trees and how much new woodland we can expect to see planted in the future. There
is something most of us agree on: Britain needs more trees. People with a range of concerns –
climate change, nature conservation, public access and health issues – all argue that the UK’s
woodland area should be at least doubled.
So, what is the history of forestry
in the UK? It seems the world has
at last caught up with Britain’s
foresters. Since the 17th century,
when the UK’s woodland cover
reached a record low, they have
been arguing strongly for more
trees.
In those days, timber was required for ships
and later for pit props in coal mines. While these
uses are now of little significance, wood remains
an important raw material for both the building
and furniture industry. However, there’s a more
fundamental motivation behind the demand to
plant new forests: the environment.
Trees, of course, are an enormously
important means of absorbing CO2, the
greenhouse gas that causes global warming. It
is this necessity for carbon capture that will
transform British woodland landscapes over the
next 50 years.
The 20th century saw a doubling of the area
of woodland in England to 10% of the country,
and in the UK as a whole to 13%. This was
achieved through state forestry and government
support for private woodland owners through
grants and tax concessions, but more trees are
needed.
A report last year by the independent
statutory Committee on Climate Change argues
that woodland planting should more than
double, from 9,000 hectares a year to 20,000
hectares by 2020, and then increase to 27,000
each year. That’s more than 258km² and almost
twice the area of Cardiff every 12 months.
The aim is to increase the UK’s woodland
cover from 13% to 19% by 2050, but if that
sounds a lot, bear in mind that it’s still significantly less than the EU average of 38%, and
lower than France (31%), Germany (33%) and
Italy (32%).
The expansion of woodland in the last
century was mainly in the uplands on moors and
on lowland heaths, neither of which were valued
highly for farming, but such areas are now
enormously popular for their landscapes and
biodiversity. Some, such as Exmoor, the Brecon
Beacons and the Cairngorms, are National
Parks.
Crucially, if the woodland area is to be
doubled, then many private landowners and
farmers will have to be persuaded to convert
what may be profitable farmland into woodland.
If this is to be achieved, a lot will depend on
changes in world food prices. The last time large
areas of farmland were afforested was during
the agricultural slump of the 1920s and 1930s,
when demand fell with a collapsing economy.
Some parts of Europe have gained huge
new woodlands through natural regeneration of
trees on former farmland, but their example

doesn’t offer much hope for Britain. Each of
these places – parts of Italy, Spain and Croatia,
for example – had already suffered from rural
depopulation and land abandonment. It is
unlikely the Government will wish to encourage
such depopulation in Britain.
Could rewilding help increase Britain’s tree
cover?
The idea has recently gained
enthusiastic support among conservationists
(but also concern in parts of the farming
community).
At the 1,400-hectare Knepp estate in
Sussex, rewilding since 2001 has allowed
shrubs and trees to regenerate naturally over
former farmland to form a mosaic of habitats. At
Ennerdale in the Lake District, a rewilding
scheme covering 4,750 hectares was set up in
2003 to encourage natural processes, including
woodland regeneration.
These small-scale but significant schemes
indicate the potential for the use of natural
regeneration to increase woodland, but neither
are intended to produce extensive areas of treecovered land.

Key figures
Woodland covers just 13% of the UK.
Far behind the EU average of 38%.
The aim is to increase the UK’s woodland cover from 13% to 19% by 2050.
The impact of Brexit may be crucial. Many
farmers currently receive support from the
European Union under the Basic Payment
Scheme (BPS) and without this funding, some
crops would be unprofitable.
Could the land given over to such crops be
planted with trees instead? The Government
has guaranteed the level of support for farming
until the end of 2020, but after that, significant
changes could be made to the amount of
subsidy and which crops and land uses are
subsidised. The charity Rewilding Britain argues
that farmers should be paid £512 per hectare
per year to convert farmland to woodland.
One of the best ways of increasing the
number of trees in Britain will be through mixing
trees and agriculture. On a small scale, farm
woodlands planted on patches of meadow or
pasture might actually reduce biodiversity. But
there is scope for allowing more trees to grow
along fence lines and hedges. These can be
cheap to establish, as oak, ash and other
broadleaves naturally regenerate rapidly.
There could also be many more trees in our
towns and cities. The London plane dominates
the capital’s parks and it would be sensible to
diversify the species with native trees and exotic
species, such as maidenhair tree (Ginkgo
biloba), cider gum (Eucalyptus gunnii) and the
southern beech (Nothofagus obliqua). The
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interactions between climate change and
forestry are complex and uncertain.
When fossil fuels are burned, carbon dioxide
is released into the atmosphere. There it
becomes one of the most important of the socalled greenhouse gases. It traps heat from the
sun, warming the planet up.
One of the most effective ways of limiting the
rise of CO concentrations is through the
photosynthetic capture of carbon by trees.
Research by the Forestry Commission includes
experiments in oak woodland at Alice Holt
Forest in Hampshire (right) to improve
understanding of the carbon balance of forests
and help to predict how carbon exchange will
alter in the future. Fast-growing trees maximise
carbon capture – tree growth in Britain and
Europe will make an important contribution.
Woodlands also help cool the planet by soaking
up heat from the sun, while farmland and cities
reflect more heat back into the atmosphere.
The Forestry Commission has a database of
trees that “could play an increasing role in the
future”, including non-native and native trees.
The following seven trees are all fast-growing
broadleaved trees that regenerate rapidly and
are valuable for carbon capture, timber and
nature conservation.
The small-leaved lime Tilia cordata and
large-leaved lime Tilia platyphyllos lime are fastgrowing native trees that scent the air at
midsummer. They grow fast and coppice well;
wood is used for carving, turning and pulp.
False acacia Robinia pseudoacacia is native
to the eastern USA and is a popular garden tree
in Britain. In southern Europe it can be invasive
through the spread of root suckers, but can
produce good quality timber.
London plane Platanus x hispanica is very
popular in cities and could be planted more in
woodlands. Forestry Commission trials show
that it grows well, can produce good timber and
is long-lived.
Field maple Acer campestre has heavily
indented leaves which turn brilliant yellow in the
autumn. It spreads rapidly by seed, grows very
fast and produces good hardwood timber.
Aspen Populus tremula is an attractive tree
that is easy to establish in heavy soils. Fastgrowing and excellent for carbon capture, it
spreads rapidly through root suckers.
Sweet chestnut Castanea sativa has been
planted in Britain since the middle ages. This
attractive tree has smooth grey bark that
becomes gnarled with age. Excellent timber for
furniture.
Charles Watkins is Professor of Rural
Geography at Nottingham University; he also
directs a Leverhulme project on British amateur
art and Italian landscape history. His books
include Trees in Art (Reaktion) and Trees,
Woods and Forests (Reaktion)

Tree Preservation Orders and
Conservation Area News
Broadland Tree Preservation Orders Served, Confirmed and Revoked
TPO Number

Address

Served

Trees Protected

Status

2019 No 4 (1297)

Land south of Smee Lane, Postwick

08/05/2019

15 oak, 6 ash, 5 sweet chestnut, 1
elm and 1 elder

Confirmed 29/10/2019.

2019 No 5 (1298)

Broadland Gate, Broadland Way, Postwick

08/05/2019

19 oak and 1 cherry

Confirmed with
modifications.

2019 No 7 (1300)

142 Thunder Lane, Thorpe Saint Andrew

07/06/2019

2 x oak

Confirmed 29/10/2019.

2019 No 8 (1301)

1 South Avenue, Thorpe St Andrew

23/08/2019

3 x cypress

Provisional. 2 objections

2019 No 9 (1302)

43 & 45 Rosa Close, Spixworth

17/10/2019

2 Multi-stemmed Lime

Provisional. 1 objection

Current Works to Trees Subject to a Tree Preservation Order and Section
211 Notifications for Works to Trees Within Conservation Areas
App No

Address

Species / Requested Works

Received

20191058

6 Binyon Gardens, Taverham

Silver birch - lower by 4m (currently 10m x 10m).
Blue cedar - lower by 2m and reduce sides by 1m (currently 15m x 8m).
Walnut - reduce all round by 1m (currently 10m x 10m).

26/08/2019

20191272

Millwood, Mill Road, Horstead

Dead cherry – remove.

20191273

2 Lower House, White Lion Road,
Coltishall

Ash – fell.

20191305

Hill House, 2 Skinners Lane, Wroxham

Along our northern boundary is a row of 50 large, mature Leyland
cypress trees, perhaps 40 years old. In all likelihood they were planted
as a screen between the garden and the public footpath and mooring/
recreation area next door. Now, more recently, a high fence has been
erected and other foliage has grown in the area next door, making a
screen less important, but more significantly the leylandii were not
maintained and now have no foliage lower down. So now they not only
offer little screening themselves but also prevent more suitable plants
growing underneath. Furthermore they are crowding some of our other,
native, trees including three Scots pine and a lime for example. They
are, in general, too strong and not a satisfying or natural part of the
landscape. We have a lot of other trees in the garden and the leylandii
will not be missed. We would like permission to fell them.

20191306

Didworthy House, 10 Holman Road,
Aylsham

Holly – dead – remove.

20191308

Didworthy House, 10 Holman Road,
Aylsham

Holly - reduction of height of hedge and removal of dead branches.

20191315

High View, 22A Chapel Lane, Thorpe St
Andrew

Elm - remove 2 branches and prune.
Beech – prune.

20191326

13 Breydon Road, Sprowston

Copper beech - crown raise to achieve clearance of 4.5-5m.

20191330

34 Church Lane, Wroxham

T1 horse chestnut & T2 Tilia spp - crown reduce, reduce height from
24m to 17m, remove deadwood. Trees are located close to the property
and shade out entire garden.
T3 - Tilia spp - remove deadwood.

20191331

32 Church Lane,Wroxham

T1 beech - crown reduce, reduce in height from 22m to 18m, remove
deadwood and prune away from BT line to give 1.5m clearance.

20191332

Oakside House, Newton Road, Hainford

T7 and T8 oak – reduce, clear house and shaped into one crown. Thin
to let light through to the garden.
T6 and T5 oak - crowne reduce to maintain trees suitable for area and
thin to let light through to the garden.
T2 - reduce crown to let light in and remove broken limb.

20191338

Beckies Cottage, 22 Chapel Lane,
Thorpe St Andrew

Cherry - reduce to achieve 1m clearance from cables.
Dead Cypress - reduce from 3.5m to 1.5m in height.
Trees at side of the house - reduce from 7.5m to 6.0m in height.
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Approved

20191434

Sundowner, 14 St Michaels Close,
Aylsham

T1 Scots pine - remove 5 x lowest branches.

Approved

20191435

Sundowner, 14 St Michaels Close,
Aylsham

G1 conifers - all conifers on right of path fell and grind.
T2 Acer - reduce by 1.5m from 8m to 6.5m.
G2 limes in rear garden - cut growth back to boundary and up to 4.5m.

Approved

20191459

36 Burma Road, Old Catton

T1 oak - approx 20m with 8m spread. Raise to approx 6m by removing
lower small branches up to main breaking forks. Reduce northern aspect
of mid-crown area by up to 2.5m, bringing in branches extending from
the crown area in line with the rest of crown. Remove lowest branch in
this area to raise crown back to suitable secondary growth point.

Approved

20191478

Little Plumstead Primary School, Hospital
Road, Great Little Plumstead

T1 oak: crown reduction of 2m (current height 20m) and removal of
deadwood.

Split decision

20191479

67 Norwich Road, Wroxham

Norway spruce - fell and replant with a cherry blossom.

Split decision

20191482

The Old Pharmacy,3 High Street,
Foulsham

T1 cherry - reduce canopy by 3m.
T2 yew hedge - reduce canopy by 2m.
T3 London plane (TPO 2007 No.10 (749)) - raise canopy and reduce
overhanging branches by 4m.

Approved

20191487

Thatched House, 10 The Street,
Coltishall

Coppicing of 6 sallow and 3 silver birch. Currently 8m in Height.

19/09/2019

20191500

The Grange, 13 Blofield Road, Brundall

T8 tree of heaven - removal of dead tree.

20191501

3 Station Road, Foulsham

Yew trees - removal of branches overhanging boundary.

24/09/2019

20191505

Pink Cottage, 39 High Street, Foulsham

Ash - crown lift by removing 3 lowest branches as in photograph.

Approved

20191509

2 Witton Close, Reedham

Oak - 2m reduction of scaffold laterals x 2 branches. Clear BT lines x 1
of regrowth to be removed 4m crown lift garden and park path side.

Approved

20191518

12 Rawlinsons Lane, Aylsham

T1 beech nearest bungalow - current height approx 20m & spread
approx 11m, reduce height by approx 6m and width by 3.5m.
T2 beech in corner) - current height approx 20m and spread approx
12m, reduce height by approx 6m and width by 4m.

Approved

20191519

Bungalow,Belt Farm, Mill Row, Aylsham

Beech - removal of two limbs overhanging bungalow, current height 25m
approx and spread 14m approx.

Approved

20191530

3 Hall Drive, Old Catton

T1 silver birch - fell and replace with a smaller native species.

Approved

20191536

St Michaels V C First School,
Schoolhouse Lane, Aylsham

T2 Portuguese laurel (Prunus laurocerasus) - reduce to fence height
(approx 1.2m) to incorporate into hedge.
T4 pedunculate oak (Quercus robur) - remove lower limbs for access
(crown raise to 5.5m over carriageway, 2.5m over school playground)
remove deadwood from crown and crossing limbs as appropriate.
T6 - Horse Chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum) - raise crown to 5.5m.
T7 - elm (Ulmus spp) notably lacking in DED so uncertain of species or
cultivar possible 'Sapporo Gold' - clear crown of dead wood. Reduce
length of extended stems by up to 3.5m to ease loading. Raise crown to
3m for improved access and light into the playground.
T8 - common lime (tillia x europea) - remove branches growing into the
lane to a height of 5.5m. Remove deadwood from the crown. Raise
crown within the school grounds to a height of 3.5m.
T18 - elder (Sambucus nigra) – fell.
T31 - sweet chestnut (Castanea sativa) - remove 2 dead stems
encroaching the school grounds. Max stem diameter at branch union
180mm. Compartmental

Approved

20191539

56 Howell Road, Drayton

T1 oak - reduce lowest limb from 3.5 to 1.8m to suitable pruning point.

Approved

20191541

29 Charles Close, Wroxham

T1 oak - crown raise to give 4-5m clearance.
T2 cypress & T3 apple – fell.

20191544

Broadway, 6 Staitheway Road, Wroxham

Cedar - fell and replant with Liquidamber and birch.

20191545

2 Woodland Drive, Old Catton

T1 beech - crown thin by 20%, raise crown to 5.5m over highway and
reduce crown from house and garage giving 1.5m clearance.

Approved

20191548

14A High Street, Cawston

T2 & T3 poplar - reduce crown by 5m.

Approved

20191554

Sundale, Newton Road, Hainford

T5, T6, T7 & T8 oaks - crown reduction by 3.5m from 12.0 – 13.5m.

Approved

20191558

Keys Hill Lodge, Keys Hill Drive,
Wroxham

T1 oak - 11m high, remove lowest limb.
T2 oak, T3 & T4sycamore - fell.
W1 - thin by 15-20%.

20191561

10 The Avenue, Wroxham

T1 Lawson cypress – fell.

20191569

68 St Williams Way, Thorpe St Andrew

T1 oak - ???

20191570

39 Bure Way, Aylsham

4 x conifer trees – fell.
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Approved

20191575

St Brides, 5 Burgh Road, Aylsham

T1 Turkish hazel - approx 8m in height, reduce by 2m and reduce overall
shape by 1.5m.
T2 snake bark maple - approx 7m in height, reduce by 1.5m.
T3 purple plum - approx 6-7m in height, reduce height by 2m for the 3
trees listed above we wish to crown lift over highway and pathway to
comply with highway regulations.
T4 rowan - fell.

20191576

19 The Limes, High Street, Foulsham

Prunus pissardii - reduce by 3m.
Goat willow - remove to ground level.

Approved

20191577

5 Church Close, Church Hill, Reepham

Sweet chestnut - reduce back to previous pollard points.
Leaning holly - reduce by 4.5m.
Silver birch - crown reduce by 2.5m.
Bay - crown reduce by 1.5m.
Contorted willow - stem removed back to pollard points.
Whitebeam - reduce by 3m and outer peripheral crown pruned.
Hollies - trimmed into conical form.
Leaning Syringe - fell.
2 x holly - reduce overhead cables.
Thuja - crown raise to 3m over garden, 4.5m over entrance and crown
trim.
Red oak - reduce by 1.5m.

Approved

20191578

36 Wilks Farm Drive, Sprowston

T33 purple crab – fell.

Approved

20191579

12 Pound Road, Hevingham

T18 & T19 oak - reduce overhang back from garden of private property
to suitable growth points.

20191581

The Red House, Low Road, Great
Plumstead

See Tree Works Specification

Approved

20191594

1 The Garden House, St George Loke,
Sprowston

T1 Monterey cypress - reduce canopy all over by 1.5m, sides from 7m to
5.5m, height from 18m to 16.5m.

Refused

20191596

31 Breck Farm Lane, Taverham

T1 Norway spruce - fell.

Approved

20191601

Unit 3 Sapphire House, Roundtree Way,
Sprowston

Removal of 7 dead trees.

20191609

Tanamera, 165 Shakespeare Way,
Taverham

T1 oak – fell.

Approved

20191611

35 Charles Close, Wroxham

2 x Lawson cypress and 1 x holly – fell.

Approved

20191614

339 St Faiths Road, Old Catton

T1 mature oak - crown raise 7m.

Approved

20191617

Willow Bank, 2 Mill Road, Salhouse,

T1 & T2 leylandi - remove to ground level and stump grind.

Approved

20191622

10 Juniper Way, Taverham

T1 oak - remove to ground level.

20191624

5 Charles Close, Wroxham

T1 & T2 limes - reduce heights from 14m by approx 3.5m and widths
from 8m by approx 2m.

20191626

26 Fakenham Road, Drayton

T1 oak - deadwood.
T2 oak - crown lift by removal of the 3 lowest laterals and deadwood.

20191629

2 Church House, Hindolveston Road,
Foulsham

Removal of pagoda tree and replant with either a Crataegus or
Ligustrum japonicum.

Approved

20191633

23 Bishops Close, Thorpe St Andrew

Cotoneaster - prune to 3m diameter.

Approved

20191634

Petersons House,Petersons Lane,
Aylsham

Oak - fell
Oak - removal of overhanging lower branches.

Approved

20191639

30 Yare View Close, Reedham

T1 silver birch – fell.

20191640

147 Norwich Road, Wroxham

T1 Norway maple and T2 beech - dismantle to ground level.

20191645

Trees, Lady Lane, Hainford

T6 silver birch – fell.

20191652

1 Mill Hill, Lower Street, Salhouse

Works requested by the council - to create a 4m clearance by raising the
trees along lower street road side.

Approved

20191654

1 Stuart Road, Aylsham

Red maple - reduce by 1.5m, current height 10m. Remove branch and
crown thin by 15%.
Conifers - reduce by 0.5m, current height approx 5m.
Plum - reduce by 1m, current height 3.5m.
Holly - reduce by 1.5m, current height 4m.
Silver birch - reduce crown by approx 1.5m, spread approx 5m all round,
current height 16m.

Approved

20191658

12 The Avenue, Wroxham

T37 oak - crown raise to 5m and reduce branches over house and
neighbours’ boundary to 2m clearance.

20191660

20 Waterloo Road, Hainford

T1, T2 & T3 oaks - raise canopy over garden and driveway to 4.5m.
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Approved

Approved

Split decision

20191661

Royal Norwich Golf Club Ltd, Weston
Park, Weston Hall Road, Weston
Longville

No.139 & 143 ash, No.140 silver birch, No.145 goat willow & No.144
tri-stemmed birch - fell..
No.141 beech with meripilus at base - reduce by approx 6m to 18-20m
over drive.
No.142 beech - reduce overhang over green by approx 3-4m to 6-7m.
No.146 beech with meripilus at base - reduce large upright limb by
approx 6m over drive and to veteranise remaining part of stem, reduction
of extended lateral above by approx 4-5m leaving 6m.
No.147 beech - reduce 3 extended laterals over drive by approx 3m to
leave approx 5-6m.
No.148 beech - reduce 2 extended laterals over drive by approx 3m to
leave approx 5-6m.
No.149 oak - reduce lowest limb over course by approx 3m to leave
approx 5-6m.
T1 & T2 oak - by first tee box requires 1 split limb/1 hazard beam to be
reduced.

20191662

31 Lakeland Close, Little Plumstead

T1 lime - tip back branches to give property 2.5m clearance.

20191665

39 Charles Close, Wroxham

T1 cedar - reduce large lower laterals growing toward property by 2-3m.
T2 group of birches (16m) - reduce crowns to old reduction points (3m).
T3 oak - reduce 2 x lower lateral growing over gardens by 2m.

Approved

20191668

The Thatched Barn, 11 The Maltings,
Millgate, Aylsham

T2 - prune back to growth points along boundary with number 6 to
maximum of 2m

Approved

20191669

2 Manor Farm Close, Drayton

T1 lime - crown lift 5m. 20% crown thin, clean out and dead wood.

20191671

School House, The Street, Oulton

Quercus ilex - trim crown by approx 1m around circumference and reshape. Current Height 12m and 10m diameter spread.

20191672

Spennithorne , 23 Brook Street, Buxton
With Lamas

Beech – fell.

20191673

9 Millgate, Aylsham

Remove 2 x holly from front of house.
Remove 1 x conifer.
Lower large hedge all round.

Approved

10 Chapel Lane, Thorpe St Andrew

T1 apple - reduce height from 3m to 2m.
T2 purple plum - reduce height from 7m to 5m.
T3 cherry plum - reduce height from 7m to 5m crown reduction 1m away
from power/BT lines, highway and adjacent property and canopy from
6m to 3.5m.

Approved

Heydon Road, Heydon

T7 dead oak - fell and replace with oak.
T8 horse chestnut - fell and replace with oak.
T9 oak - remove damaged limb and reduce remaining limb to high
pollard.
T10 dead ash - fell and replace with oak.

Approved

20191681

Heydon Estate, Heydon

T1 horse chestnut - fell and replace with beech.
T2 beech - fell and replace with beech.
T3 horse chestnut - fell and replace with red oak.
T4 sycamore - fell and replace with whitebeam.
T5 horse chestnut - fell and replace with oak.

Approved

20191690

Shepheards Lodge, Drabblegate,
Aylsham

G3 - cut back as close to boundary as possible.
G1 2 x conifers – fell.
G2 2 x conifers - top to match UK Power networks levels and tidy up
work undertake by UK Power Networks.

20191691

Rookery Lakes, The Stables, Tunstall
Road, Halvergate

Reduction of 17 willows to previous cutting points.
Removal of 4 firs and 1 weeping willow.

20191692

Upper Ridge, Beech Road, Wroxham

T1 beech - crown thin by 12% and reduction by 2-2.5m (current height
12-13m).
T2 pine & 2 sycamore - cut back branches overhanging boundary by
maximum of 2m and reduce height from 14m to 12m.
T3 beech – remove.

20191702

31A Cromer Road, Aylsham

1 holly, 1 yew and 1 beech - prune overhang back to boundary of No 31.

Approved

20191709

Haveringland Hall Country Park,
Cawston

T1 dead oak, T2 dead tree (species unknown, T3 dead sweet chestnut
and T5 dead ash – fell.
T4 cedar - clear storm damaged limbs.
G1 trees running along road to coach house - remove all dead and
broken branches.

Approved

20191732

Drayton Hall, 73 Hall Lane, Drayton

T1 sycamore - remove one branch to stem on eastern boundary.

Ringwood, Beech Road, Wroxham

T1 sweet chestnut - 13m height, 8m width. Re-pollard to previous cuts.
T2 beech - 15m height, 7m width. Cut lowest branches back to raise
crown.
T4 holm oak - 10m height, 5m width. Re-pollard to previous cuts.
T5 Monterey cypress - 15m height, 12m width. Remove 3 low limbs.

20191676

20191679

20191734
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Split decision

Approved

Approved

Goldfinch, Beech Road, Wroxham

T1, T2, T3 and T4 ash – fell.

20191740

Tree belt adjacent to1 St Michaels
Avenue, Aylsham

T1 beech - crown lift off fence by removing lower 4 laterals to fence side.
T2 sycamore, T3 beech, T4 sycamore & T5 sweet chestnut – reduce
branches away from building by approx 2.5m.
T6 & T7 oak - pollard to approx 4m.
T8 sycamore - crown lift to approx 2.4m.
T10 oak – fell.
T11 & T12 willow - pollard to approx 4-5m.
T15 Acer - crown lift by removing 4 lower limbs.
T16 Acer - crown lift by reducing back low lateral to secondary branch.
T17 Acer - reduce extended branches by approx 2m to suitable pruning
points.
12 dead trees: fell.

20191741

127 Drayton High Road, Drayton

4 x pine - fell and replant.

20191742

Bayfield House, 1 White Hart Street,
Aylsham

Cut back branches overhanging the house.

20191743

Blickling Lodge, Cromer Road, Blickling

4 x common oak, 2 x Lawson cypress and 1 x common ash – fell.

20191744

129 Spixworth Road, Old Catton

Holly - fell and remove stump.

Approved

20191754

The Park Office, Haveringland Hall Park,
Haveringland

TPO 2017 No 2 (W1 and W8) - coppice overgrown laurel and similar
species of woody scrub to allow access to inspect and record large
mature and maturing trees within these areas. This excludes all yew
trees located in these areas.

Approved

20191764

The Loft, Aylsham Water Mill, Mill Row,
Aylsham

Lime – fell.

20191766

Gullane House, Mill Street, Buxton With
Lamas

T1 & T2 willow - reduce both to pollard height as previous.

20191767

109 Stuart Road, Aylsham

T1 birch – fell.

20191768

Belt Farm, Mill Row, Aylsham

T1- fell.
T2 yew - crown lift to 4m & reduce laterals to rear of property by 2-2.5m.
T3 sycamore - remove to coppice.
T4 - remove all sycamore stems and holly 5m of garden wall.

20191782

Squirrels Oak, 16 Gardyn Croft,
Taverham

T1 oak - reduce eastern portion of crown by 1m to alleviate load on
cavity at base of tree. Recent reduction to neighbouring conifers has
exposed the crown.

20191786

Rosewalls, 22 Plumstead Road, Great
Little Plumstead

Silver birch – fell.

20191787

Cardinals Hat, Back Street, Reepham

2 x birch – fell to near ground level.

20191798

25 Spinney Road, Thorpe St Andrew

20191739

20191804

17 Stanmore Road, Thorpe St Andrew

T1 holly - approx 10 m in height. Raise to 2.5m above ground level.
T2 cypress - remove ivy from crown area.
T3 purple plum - remove and replace with more suitable species.
G1 mixed – reduce hedge adjacent to private footpath to 1.2-1.5m.

20191805

The Old School, 2 Church Road, Upton

T1 mature oak - (20m) raise canopy to approx 6m over the highway.

20191806

Thorpehurst, 1 Barber Place, Thorpe St
Andrew

Oak - reduce lateral branches by up to 3m to relevant growth points for
weight reduction purposes giving a radius of approx. 6.5m. Branches
mainly lower down. Removal of deadwood.
Lime - crown lift to approx 6m for light levels.

20191814

16 Mill Road, Aylsham

Silver birch – fell.

20191827

Point House, 5 High Street, Coltishall

T1 lime - reduce crown min height of 12m and width of approx 6-7m.
T2 silver birch - fell to just above ground level.
T3 lime - reduce crown by 2m to leave min height of 9m and width of
approx 4 -5m.

208 St Faiths Road, Old Catton

Y1 & Y2 yews - crown lift to 4m (current height 12m), lateral crown
reduction from 5m to 3m.
Y3, Y4 & Y11 yews - crown lift to 4m (current height 12m), lateral crown
reduction from 4m to 2.5m.
Y5, Y7, Y8, Y9 & Y10 yews - crown lift to 3.5m (current height 11m),
lateral crown reduction from 4m to 2.5m.
Y6, Y13 & Y14 yew - crown lift to 3.5m (current height 11m), lateral
crown reduction from 3m to 2m.
Y12 yew - crown lift to 3m (current height 10m), lateral crown reduction
from 3m to 2m.
Y15 - crown lift to 3m (current height 9m), lateral crown reduction from
3m to 2m.
Y16 - crown lift to 4m (current height 12m), lateral crown reduction side
A from 3m to 2m, side D from 5m to 3m, side G from 3m to 2m. Y17 crown lift up to 4m (current height 12m.

20191834

22

Approved

20191836

210 St Faiths Road, Old Catton

T1 Acer - cut back overhang by approximately 2m.

20191837

208 St Faiths Road, Old Catton

S1 16m in height.

Explanatory Notes:
1)

App No is the unique Broadland District Council Planning Application number allocated to the application to carry out work and is the number by
which progress of the application may be traced. Any comment, objection, support or request for information should quote this number.

2)

Address is the address to which the application for work relates. In other words, it is the address where the trees for which the application is
made are located.

3)

Species / Requested Works is the species of the tree(s) concerned and details of the work proposed. A reference such as T1, T2 or G1 may
also appear and that is simply a reference to the tree(s) on the TPO, Conservation Order or simply on the application.

4)

Received is either the date on which the application was received by Broadland District Council or the actual decision.

5)

This list is not designed to be a definitive list of all the relevant details. The reader should always refer to the specific application on the
Broadland District Council “Planning Explorer” at https://secure.broadland.gov.uk/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/GeneralSearch.aspx to view the
application or read the Council’s decision.

Tree Planting General Election Style
This manic tree-planting contest has gotten out of hand

J

UST in case you were not aware, the UK has a General Election on Thursday 12 December.
Yes Crootie. They’re even letting you vote in Coltishall!! Anyway, I’m sure that you have
all noticed how the various parties are all attempting to out-plant the others to an extent
where the whole thing has about as much validity and me claiming to be emperor!
An article by Ross Clark on
https://blogs.spectator.co.uk/ on 28
November just about sums it all up.
Whoever wins the election, three things are
certain: borrowing is going to rise, taxes are
going to have to go up and there will be a lot
more trees. There may even be enough trees to
replace those lost to produce all those Lib Dem
election leaflets and bogus newspapers.
The election campaign has descended into a
manic contest to see who can promise to plant
the largest number of trees. The Conservatives
have promised 30 million a year for five years,
the Lib Dems have upped that to 60 million. The
Greens have chipped in with 70 million a year
for ten years. Never to be outdone, Labour has
promised 100 million trees a year for 20 years.
So there.
It is all beginning to look like a Monty Python
sketch. That’s nothing, the Tories should now
say “we’re going to plant 10 billion trees, until
there is one coming out of every chimney pot”.
“Make that 100 billion”, Labour should
respond. “We’re not stopping until everyone
has a tree coming out of their ear’ole”.
To put these figures into perspective, and
assuming an average planting density of 500
trees per acre or 300,000 per square mile, the
Conservatives are planting to plant around 100
square miles a year. At the end of five years they
will have covered the entirety of Berkshire. As
for Labour, at the end of its 20 year plan it will
have planted 6,000 square miles: an area
covering Kent, Surrey, Sussex and Hampshire.
All very green and all very admirable, of
course, but it does rather raise the question:
where are all these trees going to be planted?
These promises, given that environmental
issues are a devolved issue, only cover
England. England stretches to 50,000 square
miles. We are going to struggle to find 6,000
square miles which does not seriously encroach

on good quality farmland.
Britain’s self-sufficiency in food has already
nose-dived over the past two decades. The treeplanting spree could make us further dependent
on imported food, colliding head-on with another
environ-mental issue: cutting down food miles.
Either that, or we will have to have a Dutch-style
revolution where we grow much more of our
food in large greenhouses, hydroponically –
without soil. That has a lot to say for it, but I don’t
hear any of the parties talking about it.
The other environmental issue is whether,
even with all this tree planting, we would as a
nation be making a net contribution to global
tree cover. In recent years Britain has become a
vast importer of wood pellets, to feed our
biomass power stations at Drax and elsewhere.
It has allowed the government to claim rapid
progress in renewable energy – 30% of
electricity is now from ‘renewable sources’, but
some forms of electricity are more renewable
than others and there are many critics who
object to the inclusion of wood pellet-fired power
stations in this definition.
In 2018 we imported seven million tonnes
worth of wood pellets, most of which had to
make a carbon-hungry journey across the
Atlantic from North America. There are
conflicting claims as to how much of the content
of these wood pellets comes from trimmings –
leaves, twigs etc – which would otherwise go to
waste and how much comes from virgin wood.
However, on a crude calculation, taking the
weight of a mature pine tree as five tonnes, we
are burning about 1.4 million mature trees’ worth
of wood a year to feed our biomass power
stations. While this is a lot fewer than the
number which the parties are promising to plant,
you have to remember that their trees will be
saplings which will not reach maturity for several
decades and they will need to be thinned out
considerably before they do so.
If we are going to rely on wood-burning for
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our renewable energy, we are going to clear out
an awful lot of North American forest land before
our Conservative/Lib Dem/Labour forests have
reached their prime.
Editor’s comment:
I have always ensured that Broadsheet
avoids the political arena. Yes, it may
comment on a decision or action of a
government or local authority but it will
NEVER attempt to influence how you vote.
Ross Clark’s article comments on the
pledges of the political parties and l Ieave
you to decide which you believe … if any!
Anyway, next month’s Broadsheet will
concentrate on climate change and just what
we can expect (if anything) from the
government we have elected.
Will they fulfil the promises they made?
(That will be a first!!). What do they have to
do as an absolute minimum to prevent us
from tipping over the terrifying precipice on
which we are currently standing?
More importantly though, just what do the
leading scientists believe about forest loss
and climate change? What are the true
facts?
One thing I will not attempt though is to
suggest where the government will plant all
the trees it has promised. I learned many
years ago that some things in life can prove
impossible!
I will spend the coming weeks
researching the subject in depth in order that
your January edition of Broadsheet will give
you the facts … or at least what I truly believe
to be the facts.

In the meantime, have a
very happy and peaceful
Christmas.

