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 Making the Next Generation 
of Tree Wardens 

 
OU will all know very well by now that I am committed to 
encouraging young people to be more aware of their 
natural environment and care more for our trees and 

woodlands.  That’s why I encouraged those of you who carried 
out tree planting projects in the last season to involve younger 
people. 

For the last four years Andrea 
Rowlands and I have successfully 
run a Junior Tree Warden scheme 
with the support of Freethorpe and 
Wickhampton Parish Council and 
Freethorpe Community Primary 
and Nursery School. 

Some of our Junior Tree Wardens have 
been with us since the start and, indeed, two 
have now moved on to Acle Academy but 
remain Freethorpe Junior Tree Wardens. 

I can honestly say that it has probably been 
the most satisfying and successful project I 
have managed in all my years as a Tree 
Warden, both in Freethorpe and formerly in 
Brundall.  That includes the creation and 
accreditation of Brundall Church Fen Local 
Nature Reserve. 

Since becoming your Co-ordinator I have 
experienced first-hand just how difficult it is to 
find new and replacement Tree Wardens.  We 
are all advancing in age … some of us more 
than others … and speaking to colleagues on 
the Tree Council’s Tree Warden Advisory 
Group I have learned that that it is universally 
difficult to attract new Tree Wardens. 

Personally, I can’t see why that should be.  
As Tree Wardens we have the opportunity to 
both conserve and enhance our environment.  
We can serve our local communities and help 
them appreciate just how precious our trees and 
woodlands are. 

Unfortunately though, many of us are far too 
busy to become involved and look upon us as a 
bunch of tree hugging idiots.  They can’t waste 
their time on such unimportant matters. 

That’s why I think we should do more as a 
Network to encourage and involve young 
people in our projects.  Work with local schools 
and set up Junior Tree Warden Schemes.  
Harness that enthusiasm that only young 
people can display. 

By doing that they will help educate their 
parents and open their eyes to what nature has 
to offer.  Most important though they will grow 
into adults that will wish to protect our tree, 
woodlands and environment in general. 

Basically, I would like to see us create our 
own replacement Tree Wardens for the future. 

I will never forget the day that Andrea and I 
took a couple of our Junior Tree Wardens to a 
Regional Tree Warden Forum in Suffolk.  Not 
just for the amount they could eat (which was 
truly astounding) but also for the way they 
showed everyone how to estimate the age of a 
veteran oak. 

Jon Stokes was discussing the old oak and 
its value to the wider environment and asked if 
we all knew how to estimate the tree’s age.  The 
only voices to reply were our two Junior Tree 
Wardens.  None of the adult Tree Wardens 
offered a method, but two Freethorpe Junior 
Tree Wardens showed everyone how to do it! 

Andrea and I felt so proud that our two 
Junior Tree Wardens had the confidence to 
display some of the basic knowledge we had 
taught them. They were pretty chuffed as well of 
course! 

So, can I suggest as a first step you all 
consider where you could host a class to show 
them the value of trees and woodlands?  If you 
have a woodland of your own or one you can 
use then that’s great.  If not, ask your parish 
council if they have a site you can use.  Perhaps 
a local landowner will let you use an area. 

Believe me, the possibilities are endless … 
if you put your mind to it … and with that secured 
you can then approach your local school.  I can 
assure you that you will get a positive response. 

Take a class around your selected 
woodland and then suggest to the school that 
they allow you to create a Junior Tree Warden 
scheme. 

You then need to approach your parish 
council and ask if they will be willing to provide 
funding.  I’m sure they will as you won’t need a 
great deal and then you can request funding 
from our Network. 

Andrea and I supply a tee shirt displaying 
our own Junior Tree Warden logo to each of our 
juniors and they are all so proud to wear them. 

Our Junior Tree Wardens meet one 
Saturday morning each month, usually at the 
school.  They carry out management of the 
sensory garden, environmental garden and 
vegetable garden and care for our small school 
orchard. 

In the past they have also carried out 
management work for elderly parishioners who 
are no longer able to manage their land 
themselves. 

They have planted trees around the village 
and in Wrongs Covert, Kathy Harris’ ancient 
woodland in the Wensum Valley. 

Each year they visit my woodland, carry out 
some light work and then … and we don’t know 
how … end up at McDonald’s for lunch, financed 
form the funds we make at school fetes etc 
selling produce from the gardens and orchard. 

We also try to take them on an annual visit.  
For example, we visited the Raveningham 
Estate where we were allowed to visit on a day 
the estate was closed to the public and were 
made to feel so welcomed. 

Oh yes, we also take some of them with us 
to the Regional Tree Warden Forums. 

To help you get started I have included in 
this edition of Broadsheet a basic article titled 
“Growing Foresters” by Becky Wilkinson of the 
Royal Forestry Society that was published in the 
Smallwoods magazine.  It explains how you can 
inspire the next generation. 

Becky refers a lot to Forest Schools and the 
like but you don’t have to do that if you don’t 
wish to.  However, it does contain some 
valuable advice. 

If you are really interested but want more 
information on how Andrea and I manage our 
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Junior Tree Wardens then please contact me.  
We’ll be only too pleased to help you and 
perhaps you would like to join us one Saturday 
morning to see what we do. 

Maybe you can find a replacement for this 
70 year-old Network Co-ordinator! 

 

ON STOKES, Director of Trees, 
Science & Research at The 
Tree Council, celebrated thirty 

years with the charity at the start of 
April. 

The Tree Council posted a lovely article on 
its website, celebrating the milestone and our 
CEO, Sara Lom, paid Jon a most fitting tribute.  
You can read that all inside this edition of 
Broadsheet. 

However, I want to pay my own tribute to 
Jon and thank him for all he has done over the 
years for Tree Wardening, the Broadland Tree 
Warden Network and, in particular, for me 
personally. 

I was lucky enough to become a Tree 
Warden very soon after the scheme started, 
back in the days when Broadland District 
Council’s Margaret Macqueen was our co-
ordinator.  Straight away I saw that in Jon 
Stokes we had a determined “leader” who would 
ensure that we would be successful. 

I am delighted to say that, over the years, 
Jon has never made me doubt that initial view 
and, indeed, he has continually reinforced it. 

I have never known the man to miss a Tree 
Council event.  He attends all the Regional 
Forums and a lot of Network AGMs.  Even when 
he was recently in self isolation after returning 
from Italy just as Covid-19 emerged, he joined 
our Tree Warden Advisory Group meeting via a 
video link. 

Never have a known the man to be anything 
but patient with us all.  Never have I seen him 
flustered or “rattled” (though I don’t doubt that he 
has his moments). 

He appears to have the ability to speak at 
length on any subject to do with trees, 
woodlands and the environment in general, not 
just in the UK but worldwide.  Furthermore, he 
can do so without any preparation or notes and 
is full of amusing anecdotes 

Surely though, one of his greatest skills is to 
leave everything until the last minute and then, 
when all around him are in mass panic, he strolls 
in and calmly delivers.  Infuriating!! 

On a more personal note, Jon was a tower 
of strength when our Broadland District Council 
scheme was closed and I attempted to start our 
own, independent, Broadland Tree Warden 
Network.   

I can honestly say that until I had discussed 
matters with Jon (he left it until the last minute of 
course!) I didn’t think it would be possible.  
Believe me, what we have today is wholly due 
to Jon Stokes. 

In these days when honours are dished out 
like sweets to people who really don’t deserve 
them, I want to start a movement to change 
things and get an award for someone who really 
deserves one. 

Surely, Jon’s commitment warrants an 
honour so I ask you to join me in writing to our 
MP to suggest than Jon Stokes should be 
awarded an MBE (at least) in the New Year’s 
Honours for services to the environment.   

Furthermore, please ask your parish 
councils to support you in that.  Make sure they 
know that Tree Wardening would be nowhere 
close to where it is today had it not been for the 
dedication and commitment of Jon Stokes … Mr 
Tree Wardening. 

Thanks so much Jon. 

HE terrible news that Brazil’s 
Amazon land defender Zezico 
Guajajara had been shot dead 

was most upsetting … but not 
wholly unexpected. 

www.bbc.co.uk/news reported that 
authorities in the Brazilian state of Maranhao 
said the body of Zezico Guajajara, of the 
protected Guajajara tribe, was found near his 
village on 31 March. He had been shot by 
gunmen 

The former teacher was a supporter of 
Guardians of the Forest, a group formed to 
combat logging gangs in the area.  The killing - 
the fifth in six months - increases concerns 
about violence against Amazon forest 
protectors. 

Brazil's populist President Jair Bolsonaro 
has drawn intense domestic and international 
criticism for failing to protect the Guardians' 
territory in the eastern Amazon region.  He has 
often stated support for farmers and loggers 
working in the area, while criticising 
environmental campaigners and slashing the 
budget of Brazil's environmental agency. 

The Guajajaras are one of Brazil's largest 
indigenous groups with some 20,000 people. In 
2012, they started the Guardians of the Forest 
to protect the Arariboia Indigenous Territory. 

It is not clear who killed Zezico Guajajara on 
Tuesday. Authorities say they are investigating. 

In a statement, indigenous leader Olimpio 
Guajajara described him as "another fellow 
warrior - a man who defended life.  "We are 
mourning his death. We're protecting the forest 
for all humanity, but powerful forces are out to 
kill us." 

The Brazilian Indigenous Peoples' 
Association (APIB) urged a thorough 
investigation. 

The latest murder "is evidence of the 
worsening violence and vulnerability of the 
indigenous people, especially the leaders that 
fight to defend their territories against invaders," 
the group said in a statement. 

Sarah Shenker, who works for Survival 
International, a non-governmental organisation 
advocating for indigenous communities, 
accused loggers of targeting activists "one by 
one".  The group renewed its criticism of 
President Bolsonaro.  "The Guardians have 
been mercilessly targeted by powerful logging 
mafias illegally exploiting the valuable 
hardwoods in the Arariboia indigenous territory, 
home to both the Guajajara indigenous people 
and uncontacted members of the Awa tribe," it 
said in a statement. 

The world has lost another man of great 
courage. 

N article by Chiara Giordano 
on www.independent.co.uk 
reported that the millionaire 

founder of fashion brand White 
Stuff wants to plant more than 1,000 
trees to hide a skate park, tennis 
court and garage he built without 
permission at his Devon home. 
 Sean Thomas has submitted a retrospective 
planning application for the development on 
farmland behind his luxury Gerston Point home, 
which overlooks the Kingsbridge estuary in the 
South Hams. 
 The businessman built the court, skate bowl 
and two-storey double garage on the site, which 
is in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, 
without planning permission in 2016. 
 He has been locked in an ongoing battle to 
save the development after South Hams District 
Council ordered him to tear it down and return 
the land to its previous condition. 
 His last planning application was turned 
down by the council in September 2019 
because “the development represents an 
unwelcome and incongruous intrusion into an 
undeveloped countryside location”. 
 Mr Thomas’ latest plans include “substantial 
new planting of over 1,000 native trees” to “help 
screen” the development.  They also propose to 
build a bat roost and nest boxes for swallows 
and sparrows, plant wild flowers along the fringe 
of the estuary, and clear reeds and silt from a 
nearby wetland area. 
 Mr Thomas has also said he will paint the 
roof of the garage a darker grey colour to 
address “previously stated concerns that the 
existing, light-coloured roof prevented the 
building from assimilating more successfully into 
the wider landscape”. 
 Plans for the original house itself had to be 
scaled back after they were first submitted in 
2011 and were not approved until the following 
year. 
 South Hams Society has urged people to 
write to the council about the planning 
application.  The conservation charity wrote on 
Facebook: “We at the SHS aren’t against people 
doing what they want with their homes: but we 
are here to protect the AONB for everyone to 
enjoy. 

 “The South Hams Society works hard on 
behalf of the community to keep the South 
Hams special, to monitor inappropriate 
development and to insist that SHDC enforces 
their own stated planning policy when 
necessary. Otherwise what’s the point of having 
it at all?” 
 Personally, I can’t see why the local authority 
is discussing matters with Mr Thomas.  Some-
how (and goodness knows how) he was allowed 
to build the property without permission.  How 
can anyone build something of that size without 
the local authority knowing? 
 Make him pull it down and pay the local 
authority’s costs in full.  Then, if he wishes, he 
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… how many deaths will it take ‘till he 
knows 

that too many people have died? 
The answer my friend is blowin’ in the 

wind. 
The answer is blowin’ in the wind. 

 

Bob Dylan: “Blowin’ in the Wind” (1962) 
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can apply for permission to re-build. 
 That will send out a strong message to 
anyone who thinks they are above the law.  
 

HE Tree Council now has a 
full-time National Tree 
Warden Co-ordinator.  I’m 

delighted to report that Sam Village 
took up her post on 20 April. 
 Sam is an excellent appointment and I have 
every confidence that she lead us well.  I have 
got to know her fairly well as we worked together 
on the Tree Warden Advisory Group and she 
was the Leicester Network Co-ordinator and 
East Midlands representative on the Advisory 
Group. 

Sam joins The Tree Council from 
Leicestershire County Council and over the 
years has run numerous initiatives with and for 
Tree Wardens. In her own words earlier this 
year she said “Although it is only a part of my 
role at Leicestershire County Council, being a 
co-ordinator for the network truly is the most 
enjoyable and rewarding part of my job.” 
 I am sure that you will all get the chance to 
meet Sam over the coming months, but for now 
I ask you all to join me in welcoming her the her 
now role and let her know that she can count on 
110% support from the Broadland Network. 

All the very best Sam. 
 

 CERTAINLY don’t need to tell 
you that this country is facing an 
enormous bill for tackling Covid-

19.  It is a debt that will take many, 
many years to clear. 
 The Government, and future Governments, 
will face a crippling obstacle that will probably 
result in higher taxes for us all.  I can’t see that 
we will see another round of austerity measures.  
How do you cut something that has nothing left 
to cut? 
 I think we have learned that the recent 
austerity programme has crippled the NHS, the 
police, our armed forces and local authorities … 
to mention but a few. 
 That is not a criticism of the austerity 
measures.  I believe they were essential, but 
with that dangerous thing called “hindsight” one 
wonders if the NHS would have been in a better 
position today had we not mad e all those cuts. 
 I’m sure that nobody in their right mind would 
want me to be Chancellor of the Exchequer.  
However, I have a few suggestions that could 
help to repay this enormous debt. 
 Firstly, and probably the most obvious, I 
would immediately stop HS2.  That new railway 
that … we are led to believe … will run on time, 

will be clean, will be comfortable, you will be 
guaranteed a seat and you will be able to afford 
a ticket. 
 It cannot be right that this major 
infrastructure project will destroy so much of our 
irreplaceable ancient woodland. 
 The chances are that following Covid-19 
business and commerce will have to change 
dramatically and therefore there will be less 
“need” for such travel.  Our “normal” will be 
different. 
 They will have to wake up and smell the 
coffee and use modern media such as video 
conferencing, Zoom, etc instead. 
 Ditch the idea of a third runway at Heathrow 
and also scotch any idea of further expansion at 
any airport.  Such travel is lethal with the likes of 
Covid-19.  It can be spread so easily, in all 
innocence, by people visiting three or four (or 
more) countries in a day. 
 Inter-continental travel is even more of a 
threat of course. 
 Stansted Airport has been wanting to 
expand for a number of years and such 
expansion could be at the cost of the wonderful 
Hatfield Forest.  Before I retired, week after 
week I would catch my flight and as we passed 
over that wonderful former Royal hunting 
ground I wondered how much longer it would 
survive. 
 Yes, I know.  It was hypocrisy to sit on a 
plane and think that, but if business changed 
then there would be no need for people to fly. 

 Locally I would save a few bob as well and I 
would start by scrapping the notorious Western 
Link road. 
 The development of a Norwich Western Link, 
to connect the Broadland Northway, formerly 
known as the Northern Distributor Road (NDR), 
from the A1067 to the A47 west of Norwich, is 
one of the County Council’s top infrastructure 
priorities.  
 Apparently, since construction began on 
Broadland Northway there have been sustained 
calls to fill in the ‘missing link’. 
 Well, I reckon that since Broadland Northway 
was opened there have been even more 
“sustained calls” to return to go, don’t collect 
£200 and have another go.  Get it right next 
time.  It has to be the worst road I’ve ever driven. 
 The Western Link will simply be another 
example of how we just pay lip service to 
conserving our precious environment.  It will be 
nothing short of catastrophic for the Wensum 
Valley. 
 The trouble is of course nobody will ever 
listen to me and all these things will go ahead. 
 At the very least the Government should re-
evaluate these projects, but this time with a 
more sympathetic view of our environment. 

 

ARK KINVER reported on 
the BBC news website that 
scientists say trees have 

identified the best species for 
combating noise pollution in urban 
environments. 
 The larch was found to be the most effective 
tree when it comes to absorbing noise with its 
bark.  The conifer was the most effective out of 
13 tree species in a laboratory-based sound 
absorption test.   

 The researchers say the findings can help 
urban planners use trees for noise control.  The 
results have been published in the Applied 
Acoustics journal.  The study assessed 76 
samples from 13 tree species that displayed a 
variety of different bark characteristics.   

Co-author Jian Kang, from University 
College London (UCL), said: "Beside 
emphasising the effects of vision and shade, 
urban greening should be considered as well to 
achieve noise reduction during propagation." 

He told BBC News: "Using plants as a 
potential 'silencer' of urban noise could combine 
environmental protection and landscape 
business." 

The samples were selected by using a 
range of criteria, including bark thickness, tree 
age and trunk diameter.  Disks of the trunks 
were collected from recently felled trees. 

"The main goal was to have a sufficient 
variety of species, including broadleaved and 
coniferous," Prof Kang observed. 

In the laboratory tests, the team tested 
species that were often found in urban areas, 
such as cherry, pine, beech, willow, poplar and 
alder trees.  They found that the sample of larch 
was the most effective species, while conifers 
acted more effectively when it came to 
absorbing sound than broadleaved trees. 

Prof Kang explained "The influence factors 
on noise reduction by tree bark are bark 
thickness, tree age, and bark roughness.  Tree 
age and bark roughness seemed [to be] the 
parameters with the most predictive powers." 

He said that the small changes in the sound 
absorption characteristics of the bark could 
influence the effectiveness of dense tree belts.  
"So, selecting species with slightly more absorb-
ing barks can effectively [reduce] noise pollution 
and possibly mitigate the adverse effects of 
traffic and industrial noise." 

Prof Kang added that the trees could be 
used as natural "silencers" to limit the impact of 
noise from traffic in towns and cities. 

"As a result of the fact that the barks of 
conifers absorb sound slightly better than those 
of broadleaved trees, conifers could be used 
more in urban green spaces," he said.  
"Moreover, tree density is important for noise 
reduction of a tree belt, and species will also 
influence the densities that can be obtained in a 
tree belt." 
 

S I write this editorial it 
appears that the current 
“lock-down” will continue for 

some time yet.  I hope it does as I 
don’t want us to face a second, 
more lethal round of Covid-19  

I ask you to observe the advice your 
Executive Committee has issued and continue 
to “lock-down” until we advise otherwise. 

Remember.  It is hard to recruit new Tree 
Wardens, so we don’t want to lose any of you. 

Please stay safe. 

 John Fleetwood 
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Born a poor young country boy 
Mother Nature's son 

All day long I'm sitting singing songs 
for everyone. 

 
Sit beside a mountain stream 

See her waters rise 
Listen to the pretty sound of music as 

she flies. 
 

Find me in my field of grass 
Mother Nature's son 

Swaying daises sing a lazy song 
beneath the sun. 

 
Mother Nature’s Son 

Lennon and McCartney (1968) 
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Growing Foresters 
 

In this article published in the excellent Smallwoods magazine, 
Becky Wilkinson of the Royal Forestry Society shows how Tree 
Wardens and woodland owners can inspire the next generation  

 
 

 PROGRAMME connecting children with local woodlands for learning and fun celebrates 
its 20th anniversary this year.  Since the seed of an idea was sown in Yorkshire in 2000, 
the Royal Forestry Society’s Teaching Trees programme has grown to cover nine regions 

in the Midlands and the North of England, last year reaching almost 10,000 children on over 300 
visits. 

A small proportion of these 
visits take place at the RFS’s 
Battram Woods in Leicestershire 
but the vast majority take place in 
partner woodlands across the 
country. 

The RFS works with woodland owners of all 
sizes ranging from the Forestry Commission 
and the National Trust down to our smallest 
partner site, “Little Forest” in Staffordshire which 
is around three acres.  

There are many different ways to engage 
children in outdoor learning but within all of them 
there are certain essentials that you will need to 
consider. 

Gaining access 
Do you have a safe and easy way for the 

children to get into your woodland?  If your 
woodland is within a 15 minute walk of a school 
then they will probably be very glad of the 
opportunity to have somewhere local that they 
can walk the children to and save the cost of 
transport. 

If you’re a little further afield, do you have 
somewhere that a minibus of coach can park?  
Some of our sites don’t have space for a coach 
but we then let the school know that they’ll need 
to come in a minibus or park locally and walk.  
When they’re getting off the coach do you have 
somewhere for the teacher to gather them away 
from machinery or moving vehicles? 

Once they’ve arrived think about which area 
of woodland on your land would be most 
accessible to them.  If you’re going to be 
catering for very young children, aim for an area 
no more than a 15 minute walk from where the 
coach will have dropped them off.  Hopefully 
they’ll have all come in wellies, but some might 
never have worn then before and be unsteady 
on their feet so ideally there should be e route 
that avoid and areas of very deep mud or steep 
banks! 

Within that area that you’re planning to use 
for Outdoor Learning, think about how the 
children are going to move around.  Are there 
clear paths for them to use through the 
undergrowth or might you need to clear some 
routes? 

An area that an adult can easily walk 
through can be difficult to navigate for a four-
year old, particularly if there are brambles that 
might only brush against your legs but will be 
face height for them. 

Setting out paths has the added bonus that 
you can steer the children away from the 
sensitive areas for wildlife and prevent soil 
compaction around the base of trees if the 
woodlands are going to be used regularly. 

Are you insured? 
If you don’t already have it, you’ll need 

Public Liability Insurance to cover the children 
visiting your woods.  If in doubt, check with your 
insurance providers that Outdoor Learning is 
included in your policy and the type of activities 
that they cover.  It’s likely that they’ll be ok with 
children visiting and walking through eh 
woodlands but do they cover more risky 
activities such as tree climbing or fires?  The 
school or outdoor learning provider will also 
have their own insurance and you may wish to 
see a copy when they start using your 
woodland. 

Assessing Risk 
Before anyone uses your woodland with a 

group, they’ll want to come along and carry out 
a risk assessment.  Every provider has their own 
procedures, but they’ll be looking for areas that 
might pose a hazard to the children and the 
ways in which they can mitigate those risks.  As 
the woodland owner, it can be really helpful if 

you can alert them to any hazards which they 
might not immediately spot or which may only 
be visible at certain times of the year.  If they 
carry out their initial assessment in early spring 
but their first visit isn’t until, the summer it will 
really help them if you can let them know where 
toxic plants such as giant hogweed or lords and 
ladies might appear later in the season. 

As the landowner you’re also responsible 
for the safety of the trees on your land.  If you’re 
conducting a tree survey, make sure the person 
doing it knows that the area is going to be used 
for Outdoor Learning as the decisions that you 
make might be different in a private woodland 
compared with one where groups of children will 
be regularly sitting in the shade of a tree to enjoy 
a picnic.  An outdoor practitioner will survey the 
site before every visit with the children to ensure 
that it is safe.  It’s really helpful, however, if you 
can also have a quick check around after any 
big storms to let them know if any serious 
damage has been sustained in the areas that 
they would normally use. 

Providing facilities 
Within RFS Teaching Trees we use a wide 

range of woodlands, from those with their own 
education centres to those with nothing at all 
other than trees.  There are a few simple things 
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that a landowner can do however to make an 
area ideal to use for Outdoor Learning. 

Having somewhere to gather the children to 
sit and listen or share their ideas makes a huge 
difference to a session.  This doesn’t need to 
cost anything, just some logs laid in a circle can 
be ideal.  If they’re on a slope or uneven ground, 
you may want to peg them in to stop them rolling 
away, but this isn’t always necessary.  An 
average class is around 30 children and they’ll 
probably have three or four adults with them, so 
think about how much space they’ll need.  Our 
recommendation is that a log circle is at least 4m 
in diameter as this leaves plenty of space for 
children to move around without tripping and for 
demonstrations to happen in the middle. 

Toileting is a frequent topic of discussion 
when setting up a site and there are lots of 
different ways to approach this.  If your 
woodland is only going to be used occasionally 
or for short visits then the children may be happy 
to go behind a tree, but on a frequently used site 
another alternative will need to be found.  Do 
you have a toilet in your outbuildings which 
could be made available if needed?  In some of 
the sites that we use there is a compost toilet; 
theses can be ideal for more remote locations 
and also give a great starting point for 
discussions about mini-beasts and composting.  
Ay Battram Woods our Education Officer 
provides a small tent and camping toilet for the 
children to use so there are lots of alternatives 
available which may suit your needs. 

Who might want to use your land? 
With growing awareness of the physical and 

mental health benefits of being outdoors, there 
has been a huge rise in the number of groups 
wanting to take children into local woodlands for 
learning and play.  It is important to consider 

what level of access you are wanting to offer 
before contacting local groups to see if they are 
interested.  Only being able to offer access for a 
certain part of the year does not mean that they 
won’t still be thrilled that you’ve offered.  Many 
of the woodland owners that the RFS works with 
invite us in between May and September only, 
leaving the land free for forestry operations or 
sporting pursuits during the winter. 

Schools, preschools and nurseries 
 There are a wide variety of ways in which an 
educational setting might want to engage with a 
local woodland owner, ranging from visits for 
several days of the week throughout the year to 
weekly visits during the summer term, to a one-
off visit for a specific topic.  If you have specific 
local schools in mind, try e-mailing them and 
inviting a member of staff along to meet you and 
see what you can offer.  Our recommendation 
would be that you work with schools who have 
either a Level 3 qualified Forest School Leader 
or Level 2 qualified Outdoor Learning 
Practitioner.  Theses staff will have been trained 
in risk assessment and assessing environ-
mental impact so will be best placed to ensure 
that the children have a great learning 
experience while remaining safe and ensuring 
that there is minimal impact on your land. 

Private providers 
 In addition to schools organising their own 
activities, there are a large number of small 
organisations or freelance providers looking for 
woodland that they can use for their business.  
Private providers will be welcome in schools 
which don’t have trained staff of their own as 
well as a more diverse range of activities 
including parent and toddler groups or home 
education groups.  To find out if there are 

providers in your area who are looking for land 
use, try contacting your local Forest Education 
Network (FEN) group and they will be able to let 
their members know.  www.lotc.org.uk/fen/local-
groups-and-networks/find-a-local-group 

What impact will it have on your land and its 
management? 

Do you like the idea of children visiting your 
land but are concerned about the impact it will 
have?  The typical image of Outdoor Learning 
or Forest Scholl is of tree climbing, den building 
or fires but we actually do these very rarely in 
Teaching Trees.  There is such a diverse range 
of ways that children can enjoy being in a 
woodland and learning about it and a qualified 
practitioner will work within what you feel is 
appropriate on your land.  When establishing a 
new partnership with a woodland owner the 
Royal Forestry Society has a written agreement 
which sets out the obligations on both parties.  
Our Education Officers follow a strict “Leave No 
Trace” policy and will not leave behind dens, 
items hanging from trees or evidence of fires 
etc.  Establishing these principle from the outset 
ensures that no problems arise due to 
miscommunication. 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

'Hundreds' of Trees Illegally Cut 
Down in Langleybury Woodland 

 
 

 WOODLAND the size of two football pitches has been "ruined" after most of its tree were 
cut down.  Three Rivers District Council found the protected woodland in Langleybury, 
adjacent to an established traveller site in Old House Lane in Kings Langley, was missing 

most of its trees after receiving complaints. 

The council said it was shocked 
when it found a parcel of the 
woodland, which is 1.2 hectares in 
size, almost "completely 
cleared". 

It said the trees were felled without 
permission. 

One man, who lives near the 
woodland, said the felling of the trees 
has "ruined the landscape".  He 
believes more than 250 trees have 
been cut down. 

Now, council officers have obtained 
an injunction from the High Court 
preventing development of the land.  
This will prevent several works 
including the felling of any other trees, 
laying of hardstanding and the 
stationing of caravans on the land. 

The council says it is likely that for 

the trees to be felled a licence would have been 
required from the Forestry Commission.  It has 
been in talks with the commission, who will be 
visiting site when restrictions of the coronavirus 

lockdown are lifted.  Both the council and 
commission are aiming to restore the land to 
woodland through enforcement action.  

Cllr Sara Bedford, leader of the council, 
said: “This is a significant and reckless 
breach of planning and tree 
protection. There has been a 
significant uproar across the district 
about the removal of this woodland 
which was removed without 
permission from the Council. 

“The injunction is the first step to 
ensure that no further development 
takes place on the land. Efforts are 
underway to ensure the woodland is 
restored in due course. Despite the 
current ‘pandemic situation, the 
Council is still taking these matters 
seriously, operating its planning 
service and enforcement visits are 
being undertaken where considered a 
priority.” 

A 

More Information 
Find out more at 
www.rfs.org.uk/learning/teaching-trees/ 

Becky Wilkinson leads the Royal Forestry 
Society’s Teaching Trees programme as 
well as being an Outdoor Education Officer 
and Lead Trainer for the Royal Forestry 
Society’s accredited practitioner courses. 
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Director of Trees Jon Stokes Marks 
30 Years with The Tree Council 

 
 

S you will have seen from The Tree Council’s website, our Director of Trees, Science & 
Research, Jon Stokes celebrated 30 years with The Tree Council at the start of April. 
Director Generals, Chief Executive Officers and other staff have come and gone, but the 

one constant has been Jon Stokes. 

For a lovely, appropriate article 
on the website, the Tree Council 
asked Jon to reflect on his three 
decades and what he feels lies 
ahead for trees.  I’ve reproduced 
that here. 

What are your first memories of starting at 
The Tree Council, 30 years ago? 

It was a completely different world then. The 
environment wasn’t high on the agenda. We 
were just starting the Tree Warden Scheme, 
which had first been developed in East Sussex 
and Leicestershire, and rather than relying on 
people’s voluntary support to achieve our own 
projects, we wanted to enable people to do 
something in their own patch. We shared our 
expertise so they could do something to look 
after their own environments. Nobody had done 
that before at a national scale.  

So does Tree Wardening have a special 
place in your heart? 

It’s been my purpose and the thing I’ve truly 
cared about most over the thirty years – giving 
people the skills to do something for trees. 

How have things changed? 
We started as a small organisation with a 

posh address in Belgrave Square but a tiny 
office. We’ve changed buildings several times, 
but the thing we’ve carried with us is the 
enthusiasm. With this new team, almost 
anything seems possible. It feels like the 
moment for trees is now and we are making a 
difference. 

Is there anything special about the current 
interest in trees? 

The current opportunity is a unique one. 
We’re on the ascending edge of the natural 
cycle, where enthusiasm about things ebbs and 
then flows. It’s coincided, as it usually does, with 
something that’s happening in the world, and 
this time it’s climate change. The secret for us is 
to keep trees on the agenda, whatever the 
current fashions are. 

Those that know you will know you have a 
lot of memorable stories to share! Tell us a 
couple of favourite memories from over the 
years. 

Finding the Llangernyw Yew in 1995 which 
is the second oldest tree in Europe and second 
largest Yew in Britain. That was a great 
adventure. We had found a yew tree in Wales 
which was 30 feet in girth, so after discovering it 
we went to the pub nearby to celebrate, and the 
landlord there told us there was another yew 
that was 35 feet in the next village along. So off 
we went to find it…naturally we all trooped off to 
the pub to celebrate again, and the landlord said 
again that there was an even bigger one nearby 
– and that tree was the Llangernyw Yew, at 44 
feet around! [Editor – this story may be in part 
apocryphal!] This tree could be up to 500 years 
older than Stonehenge, but because it’s a tree 
and not a building, it doesn’t have the special 

protections that Stonehenge does. But 
discovering that tree led to a new conversation 
about getting people to see trees as part of our 
heritage. 

Another great memory is our Guinness 
World Record for the most trees planted by the 
public in three days in 1999. We planted 
something like 135,000 trees with communities 
the length and breadth of the country. We held 
the world record for at least ten years – the 
award is still hanging in our office. 

What is The Tree Council’s vision for the 
future? What’s next? 

Over the last thirty years, we’ve been on a 
mission to make non-woodland trees – that’s 
trees in streets, parks, gardens and beyond – 
matter to people as much as forests and large 
woodlands. And for the first time, people seem 
to be starting to get that. 

My aspiration for the next decade is that we 
get people to see trees as individuals – to 
recognise them as personalities. They are not 
just habitats but entities in their own right that 
have characters and quirks and traits. 

What have you enjoyed most about your 
time working for The Tree Council? 

 ‘Tree people’ are almost universally lovely 
people. They are interesting, enthusiastic, 
generally really nice people. So, I’ve travelled 
the world looking at trees with other tree people, 
and it’s been wonderful to be with people who 
understand why they matter, and who I’ve 
genuinely liked! 

Who would you like to thank? 
That would be too long a list! But my 

thoughts do regularly return to my second 
Director General at The Tree Council, a man 
named Colonel Robert Osborne. As a tank 
driver in the army he had driven over many 
trees, and so felt a moral obligation to plant 
many more to replace them! He was the one 
who looked after me when I was finding my feet 

in the tree business. In fact, when I started in the 
tree world at the tender age of 22, I was 
surrounded by a generation of older people, 
who were an unbelievably great generation of 
tree people. David Lonsdale, Derek Patch, Joan 
Webber, Ted Green, Caroline Davies to name 
but a few. These people were generous with 
their knowledge and helped youngsters like me 
to find our feet. I now feel the need to help the 
next generation; to do what those giants of the 
tree world did for me and pass on my love and 
enthusiasm for trees as they did all those 
decades ago.   

But most of all, I would like to thank every 
Tree Warden, past and present. There are some 
Tree Wardens who have been there since the 
very start, that know as much about trees as I 
do, if not more! Tree Wardens are selfless, 
committed and humble people. They play such 
an enormously important part in their local 
community and to all of them, I would like to pay 
huge tribute. It has been, and will continue to be, 
a privilege to have worked alongside you for the 
love of trees. Here’s to the next 30 years. The 
work has only just begun! 

 
Whenever you meet Jon, he shares the 

wonders of the natural world with such 
brilliant story-telling that you are not only 
instantly hooked, you leave the conversation 
infinitely more knowledgeable and inspired 
to take action. Jon brims with a love of trees 
and wildlife, backed up with scientific 
expertise, which he has the happy ability to 
share colourfully with all ages and walks of 
life. Jon has played a key role in the life of 
The Tree Council from its earliest days and 
has himself, become one of the ‘great tree 
generation’. We are hugely grateful to him 
for his dedication over the past decades and 
look forward to many more years to come. 
Thank you, Jon. 

Sara Lom, CEO, The Tree Council 

A 
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Deadly Olive Tree Disease Across 
Europe 'Could Cost Billions' 

 

Two articles by Matt McGrath published on www.bbc.co.uk 
 

ESEARCHERS say the economic costs of a deadly pathogen affecting olive trees in 
Europe could run to over €20 billion.  They've modelled the future worst impacts of the 
Xylella fastidiosa pathogen which has killed swathes of trees in Italy.  Spread by insects, 

the bacterium now poses a potential threat to olive plantations in Spain and Greece. The disease 
could increase the costs of olive oil for consumers. 

Xylella is considered to be one 
of the most dangerous pathogens 
for plants anywhere in the world. At 
present there is no cure for the 
infection.  It can infect cherry, 
almond and plum trees as well as 
olives.  

It has become closely associated with olives 
after a strain was discovered in trees in Puglia 
in Italy in 2013.  The organism is transmitted by 
sap-sucking insects such as spittlebugs. 

The infection limits the tree's ability to move 
water and nutrients and over time it withers and 
dies. 

In Italy, the consequences of the spread of 
the disease have been devastating, with an 
estimated 60% decline in crop yields since the 
first discovery in 2013. 

"The damage to the olives also causes a 
depreciation of the value of the land, and to the 
touristic attractiveness of this region," said Dr 
Maria Saponari, from the CNR Institute for 
Sustainable Plant Protection in Italy. 

"It's had a severe impact on the local 
economy and jobs connected with agriculture." 

As well as in Italy, the Xylella bacterium has 
now been found in Spain, France and Portugal. 

Tackling it at present involves removing 
infected trees and trying to clamp down on the 
movement of plant material and the insects that 
spread the disease, but if these measures fail, 
what will be the financial impact of the infection? 

In this new study, researchers modelled 
different scenarios including what would happen 
if all growing ceased due to tree death.  They 
also compared this worst case with a scenario 
where replanting with resistant varieties 
occurred. 

The team made projections for Italy, Spain 
and Greece, which between them account for 
95% of European olive oil production. 

In Spain, if the infection expanded and the 
majority of trees became infected and died, the 
costs could run to €17 billion over the next 50 
years. 

A similar scenario in Italy would amount to 
over five billion, while in Greece, the losses 
would be under two billion. 

If the rate of infection is slowed down, or 
resistant varieties are planted instead, then 
these costs would be significantly reduced.  

 However, the authors believe, whatever 
happens, there will likely be a knock-on impact 
on consumers. 

"The expected effect could be that there 
would be a shortage of supply," said lead author 
Kevin Schneider from Wageningen University in 

the Netherlands. 
"And I would expect that if prices go up, 

consumers will be worse off." 
The authors say that while their analysis 

looks at economics, there are also potentially 
large touristic and cultural losses caused by the 
bacterium that can't be ignored. 

"You really hear devastating stories of 
infected orchards that were inherited over 
generations," said Dr Schneider. 

"It's the same orchard that their 
grandparents were once working on. So how do 
you put an economic number on the loss of 
something like this? The cultural heritage value 
would be far larger than we could compute." 

There are a growing number of scientific 
initiatives to try and take the fight to the 
bacterium, including using insect repelling clays, 
vegetative barriers and genetic analysis to 
determine why some plants are more 
susceptible to the infection than others. 

Ultimately, the researchers believe that 
beating the pathogen will require trees that are 
resistant to the disease. 

"Seeking resistant cultivars or immune 
species is one of the most promising, and 
environmentally sustainable, long-term control 
strategies to which the European scientific 
community is devoting relevant research 
efforts," said Dr Saponari, 

"Sustainable strategies to reduce the 
population of the insects is the other pillar for the 
control of the vector-borne disease, in this 
regard, mechanical intervention to remove 
weeds in spring is one of the most efficacious 
applications to reduce the populations of the 

insect, indeed several other strategies are also 
being studied to implement the control of the 
insects," she added. 

While two varieties of olive tree have been 
found to have some resistance, the authors are 
calling for research in this area to be significantly 
boosted. 

The study has been published in the journal 
Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences (PNAS). 
 

EVERE restrictions will be 
placed on imports of some 
very popular trees and plants 

in an effort to halt a deadly 
infection. 

Xylella fastidiosa has wreaked havoc on 
olive plantations in parts of Italy and has also 
been found in France and Spain.  To prevent the 
disease spreading to the UK, imports of olive 
trees and lavender bushes will now be curtailed. 
There will also be restrictions on almond, 
rosemary and oleander shrubs. 

The report referred to above suggested that 
the infection could cause billions of euros in 
damages if it spreads further into olive-
producing regions of Spain and Greece, but 
Xylella is not just a disease of olive trees.  
According to experts, some 560 species in 72 
plant families can be affected by the infection. 

For the UK, Xylella poses a threat to iconic 
species including oak, elm and plane trees. 

To prevent the spread of the disease, the 
Department for the Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs (Defra) is now placing heavy 

R 
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restrictions on some species.  Imports of Coffea 
(coffee plants) and Polygala myrtifolia will be 
banned completely, while much tougher 
requirements will be placed on other high-risk 
hosts including Olive, Almond, Oleander, 
Lavender and Rosemary. 

These new restrictions put the UK 
ahead of the rest of Europe in its efforts 
to curb Xylella. 

In a letter, Defra said that "there 
remains an unacceptable level of pest 
risk and we are introducing national 
measures in the absence of EU 
requirements". 

Experts say the new limitations will 
have a substantial effect. 

"They're quite stringent requirements and 
they will very much impact the trade flows of 
things like olive and lavender where huge 
quantities are moved around in the horticultural 
trade," said Dr Gerard Clover, from the John 
Innes Centre in Norwich, who is involved in the 
UK research initiative called BRIGIT, designed 
to monitor the Xylella pathogen. 

Tens of thousands of olive trees are 
imported into the UK every year, while the 
numbers of lavender and rosemary plants are 

higher still.  Some of those involved in the plant 
breeding industry say the restrictions will mean 
a ban in practice - with implications for 
gardeners. 

"There is a new requirement for exporters 
supplying plants to the UK to show that the area 
200 metres around their place of production has 
been free from Xylella for at least one year, with 
official test results to prove it. This is impossible 
to comply with," said Graham Spencer from 
Plants for Europe, an independent plant 
breeders agent. 

"Furthermore, it is not possible to switch to 
domestic British production. There is very little 
propagation of lavender and rosemary in the UK 

- nearly all growers rely on the international 
supply of unrooted cuttings, young plants or 
finished plants," he added. 

The horticultural industry is generally in 
favour of the move to restrict imports, 

recognising the threat posed by Xylella.  
How-ever, business owners are far more 
concerned with the immediate threat to 
their livelihoods from the coronavirus. 
If they aren't supported in that, they 
argue, then the government plans to 
control Xylella might backfire. 

"We have proposed to government 
a stock compensation scheme, 

highlighting the benefits of the Dutch 
grower compensation model, and the re-

opening of garden centres to help British 
growers' businesses to survive," said James 
Clark, from the Horticultural Trades Association. 

"Without this immediate financial assist-
ance, we will be facing a significantly reduced 
British grower sector, resulting in the UK being 
more dependent on the import of plants and, 
with it, all the potential additional pests and 
disease risks this carries."

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Massaria Fungal Disease Spreads Through UK 
 

An article by Nic North for the Mail on Sunday 
 

 DEVASTATING disease that has blighted trees at Buckingham Palace and nearby Royal 
Parks has spread throughout Britain, The Mail on Sunday can reveal. The fungal disease, 
called massaria, destroys branches on plane trees and is believed to be thriving because 

a run of comparatively dry years has left the trees 'stressed' and vulnerable.  

One of Britain's oldest plane 
trees, planted 340 years ago in Ely, 
is under threat as well as thousands 
in London, including those at 
Buckingham Palace, Hyde Park and 
St James's Park. 

There are thought to be 120,000 plane trees 
in the capital alone. Last month, the Department 
for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
revealed that massaria has also taken hold 
elsewhere in the country.  

A spokesman said: 'The disease has been 
found affecting small numbers of trees in 
Southampton, Bristol, Ely and York.' Land-
owners were urged to 'monitor and assess the 
safety of plane trees on their land', looking out 
for large lesions and falling branches. 

The tree in Ely was planted in 1680 by Peter 
Gunning, then Bishop of Ely, in the Bishop's 
Palace Garden, and is one of the largest of its 
type in Europe, standing more than 120ft tall and 
30ft wide.  

Groundkeepers recently warned the tree is 
'under attack' from massaria. Will Temple, head 
gardener at King's Ely school, who manages the 
site, told grounds-keeping trade magazine 
Pitchcare that authorities have removed 
thousands of plane trees across Europe, 'so it's 
quite important that we promote the species, get 
the tree noticed and more of them planted.'  

Massaria causes large, V-shaped lesions 
on the surfaces of major branches and can 
cause them to break off and fall, posing a safety 
hazard.  Last month, it emerged that the Queen 
had instructed gardeners to prune and chop 

down several of the affected trees at 
Buckingham Palace. 

Massaria expert Greg Packman, who has 
studied more than 50,000 planes, said the 
disease is now 'the main consideration' for tree 
inspectors in London and large swathes of the 
South East. Mr Packman, who was a Royal 
Parks tree officer before moving to Islington 
council in North London, where he is a senior 
tree inspector, said the disease was first 
confirmed in UK planes in 2003 and has since 
spread to most of the population.   
 He said: 'Due to the risk management 
aspect, many mature plane trees have to be in-
spected more frequently and have tree-surgery 
work to reduce the risk from falling branches.' 

However, there are concerns that cut-backs 
by cash-strapped local authorities will lead to 
more trees becoming infected. John Parker, 
technical director at the Arboricultural 
Association, said plane trees were an important 
urban species that needed saving.  

He said there was no known cure for 

massaria, adding: 'The key to this disease, as 
with many of them, is proper monitoring and 
management. Only if local authority tree officers 
are properly supported and resourced to inspect 
and manage our urban trees will the problems 
be kept under control.'

A 

And the sign said, "The words of the prophets 
Are written on the subway walls 

And tenement halls" 
And whisper'd in the sounds of silence. 

 

Paul Simon: “Sound of Silence” (1964) 

What is Massaria Disease? 

Splanchnonema platani is a fungus in 
the genus Splanchnonema. It was formerly 
known under the name Massaria platani. 
The anamorph of the fungus is known as 
Macrodiplodiopsis desmazieresii. The 
fungus has caused serious damage to 
plane trees across Europe. 

The disease, commonly known as 
Massaria disease, infects branches of 
plane trees. The fungus has usually been 
considered to be a weak parasite causing 
only minor damage such as twig dieback in 
warmer Mediterranean climates. However, 
in the 21st century it has been found 
associated with branch death and rapid 
decay within other parts of Europe, most 
notably Germany and Austria, the 
Netherlands, and parts of France. Damage 
caused by this fungus has been reported in 
the southern United States. The first formal 
identification of the disease in the United 
Kingdom came in March 2011. 

The disease seems to be specific to the 
London plane, the Oriental plane and the 
Occidental plane. The disease causes 
large lesions on the upper sides of 
branches associated with branch drop. 
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Topping it off: 'Mulch is Like the 
Warm Hug You Give to the Soil' 

 
 
 

An article by Palisa Anderson published on www.theguardian.com 

 
ULCHING cuts down on your water usage, makes for healthier soil and even keeps pests 
at bay.  Furthermore, if you get creative, you never have to buy it. “Hi, excuse me, hello!”  
This I say at rising decibels as most of the people I address when pleading for mulch 

are wearing protective hearing gear. Once I have their attention by waving frantically in their 
face, from an appropriate distance of course, they often, but not always, remove the ear muffs. 

“I was wondering what you were 
planning to do with the mulch?  Oh, 
you were going to have to drive all 
the way out there to get rid of it? 
Well, would you mind coming to my 
house and dumping it in my drive-
way please? It’s not far, I’ll pay you 
in advance for the cost of your 
transport from”  

Or so most of these types of conversations 
go. 

Dear reader, I am generously giving you my 
golden tip for picking up mostly free mulch. 
You’re welcome. 

My house is the one with all the mulch 
dumped on the driveway. The neighbours 
probably call me the crazy lady at the end of 
street. Though they’re too polite to tell me in 
person, I’m sure they’ve noticed the two-storey 
mulch pile in front of the house, and the food 
forest attracting all the neighbourhood rodents. 
My neighbours are super lovely and put up with 
a lot, including having very large landscaping 
trucks turn up at random hours, dumping off 
their load. 

Autumn is usually the best time for mulch-
scouting. That is when many landscapers get 
commissioned privately and by local councils to 
prune large trees – after fruiting and flowering is 
done. The best of them come ready with a 
mulcher, which yours truly is hawk-eyed at 
spotting. 

I get my kids involved. We make a game of 
it.  First to spot one on the way to school gets to 
choose the after-school snack. We’ve been 
known to do very legal U-turns upon spotting 
these landscapers in their act of tree pruning. 

This skill has greatly improved our garden 
beds. We use these broken-down woodchips to 
mulch our trees and also throw them into 
compost piles. It has saved us money and even 
helps those landscapers, relieving them of their 
mulch piles means they have one less task at 
the end of the day. 

Why is mulching so important? We’ve talked 
a little about starting a garden and composting 
the past couple of weeks while in Covid-19 
isolation. Well, the natural progression is 
mulching – this is another large piece of the 
puzzle of growing your own sustenance. 

Part of making top soil, adding mulch as the 
top layer to garden beds aids in the regulating of 
soil temperature and moisture, suppression of 

weeds and capture of carbon – it doesn’t release 
into the atmosphere and best of all, by adding 
on another layer of organic material after you’ve 
put compost on your beds, eventually it will all 
break down to become enriched top soil. That, 
my friend, is always the end game. Healthy soil, 
healthy planet, healthy humans. 

There are so many types of mulch, as there 
are so many different needs for it. To simplify: 
soft annual cropping plants need soft mulch, 
perennials such as trees need larger and harder 
mulch. For example, at the farm on our cropping 
beds we use a rotation of dried rice, cane or any 
other seasonal dried grasses. Really you can 
use anything from leaf litter, to straw, even 
shredded newspaper does the trick. Just 
remember that while you want to cover bare soil, 
you also want moisture to be able to seep 
through to the soil when the skies open. 

By mulching you can cut your watering in 
half, or follow in our practice of not irrigating at 
all, except when the seedlings go in or if we 
happen to be in dire drought – as we were last 
year. 

On home and balcony gardens or potted 
plants, it is still important to mulch even on a 
small scale. You can buy mulch from nurseries, 
hardware stores or gardening centres, many of 
them online. Lucerne is always in ready supply 
however it is the expensive option; sugar cane 
hay will do too. Otherwise do as I do and when 

on your daily walk in this Covid-19 phase of life, 
take a big garbage bag and your gardening 
gloves. There is lots of leaf litter around at the 
moment, so scoop it up and bag it! It’ll save the 
local council workers from having to rake it. Use 
this on your garden beds, or even on your pot 
plant. 

Tree mulching is just as important, soils 
should never be left bare around trees. Think of 
natural forests, there’s always fallen branches, 
twigs, leaves and detritus around. These are all 
considered natural mulch, and feed the tree so 
it can easily exist without human intervention. 
Trees are extremely capable. 

In gardens or orchards that we have 
intentionally planted, we support them by 
mulching with wood chips, this helps establish 
mycorrhizal associations. What, I hear you ask, 
are mycorrhizal associations? Think of it akin to 
the Uber business model – transportation and 
food delivery plus communication all in one. 

As John le Carré knows, gardening requires 
constancy. Mulch is like the warm hug you give 
to the soil, a final gesture before letting it get to 
work. However, it doesn’t end there, because 
the earth, wind, rain and fire will do its bit to 
break the mulch down and before you know, 
your garden will need more compost, more 
mulch. Our soil health needs our constant 
attention. 

One hug is never enough.
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Collection of 13 million UK Tree Seeds 
Stored to Help Conserve Woodlands 

 

An article published on www.itv.com/news 
 

ILLIONS of seeds from more than 10,000 native trees and shrubs have been collected 
and stored as part of efforts to protect UK woodlands.  Some 13 million seeds from more 
than 70 British species including ash, juniper and willow have been preserved and 

“banked” at Kew’s Millennium Seed Bank in Sussex. 

The milestone marks the 
conclusion of the seven-year UK 
national tree seed project, launched 
in 2013 by the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew, with funding from 
players of People’s Postcode 
Lottery. 

The project aims to build up a genetically 
diverse collection of UK trees and shrubs to help 
protect woods in the face of new pests and 
diseases such as ash dieback, which is 
devastating one of the country’s most common 
trees. 

Woodlands also face the threat of climate 
change which brings rising temperatures and 
weather extremes such as drought. 

The seeds have been collected with the help 
of more than 400 volunteers and staff at 30 
partner organisations, from Cornwall to the 
Outer Hebrides and from sea level up to 600 
metres up in the mountains. 

They have been stored in sub-zero 
temperatures underground at the seed bank, 
where they may live for many decades. 

It is hoped the “time-traveller” seeds, along 
with data records such as the location and 
surrounding habitat of the tree they were 
collected from, will help scientists understand 
and tackle the threats woodlands face. 

The collection will be used for research and 
conservation and could help regenerate 
woodlands or reintroduce new trees in years to 
come, conservation experts said. 

The collection include seeds from British 
species such as ash, juniper, alder, birch, yew 
and willow, which make up a key part of the 
landscape. 

These trees provide habitat for other plants 
and animals, help with flood prevention and 
storing carbon, as well playing an important role 
in woodland industry, tourism and recreation, 
the experts said. 

Ian Willey, fieldwork officer at the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew, said: “As we’ve seen 

with ash dieback, pests and pathogens can 
cause a huge change to our woodlands and the 
many plants and animals they support. 

“Building up this seed collection of some of 
the nation’s most important tree species is a vital 
step in combating the challenges facing our 
native trees.” 

The tree and shrub seeds join more than 
two billion seeds of the rarest and most 
important species of plants from around the 
planet which have been conserved at the 
Millennium Seed Bank, the largest wild plant 
seed bank in the world. 

However, there are no acorns from oaks in 
the tree collection because the seeds cannot 
tolerate the drying process and therefore cannot 
be frozen, which they need to go through to be 
safely banked. 

In separate work Kew is researching the 
possibility of “cryopreservation” using liquid 
nitrogen for storing seeds of oaks and other 
species which cannot currently be preserved. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Action Against Oak Tree Pest Underway by Forestry Commission 
 
 

ORESTRY Commission are acting to tackle the oak tree pest, oak processionary moth in 
parts of London and South East England.  Oak processionary moth was first identified in 
London in 2006 and has since spread to some surrounding counties.  The caterpillars and 

their nests contain hairs which can cause itchy rashes, eye and throat irritations, so a 
Government programme is in place to limit their spread. They can also occasionally cause 
breathing difficulties in people and pets, so should not be touched under any circumstances. 

People with infested trees in the 
control zone have been advised 
that work needs to take place over 
the next two months to help stop 
the spread of this pest. Contractors 
spraying affected trees on behalf of 
the Forestry Commission will carry 
out work safely, adhering to social 
distancing guidelines. 

Craig Harrison, the Forestry Commission’s 
South-East England Director, said “Green 
spaces with trees are proving particularly 
valuable for visitors of woodlands, who are 
exercising whilst practicing social distancing this 
spring.  Controlling OPM will help protect oak 
tree health and ensure continued enjoyment of 
parks and woodland by reducing the impact of 
OPM caterpillars to human health.” 

Everyone is reminded, particularly those in 
London and surrounding counties, to report 

sightings of OPM caterpillars, which could be 
damaging oak trees in their area.  Any sightings 
should be reported to the Forestry Commission 
via TreeAlert. Alternatively, people can 
email opm@forestrycommission.gov.uk or call 
0300 067 4442. 

The Forestry Commission, councils and 
land managers have an annual programme in 
place to tackle the pest, which affects certain 
part of the country in the spring. 

Nests are typically dome or teardrop-
shaped, averaging the size of a tennis ball. They 
are white when fresh, but soon become dis-
coloured and brown. The caterpillars have black 
heads and bodies covered in long white hairs 
which contain proteins which can cause 
irritations and occasionally breathing difficulties. 

The greatest risk period is May to July, when 
the caterpillars’ emerge and feed before 
pupating into adult moths, but caterpillars and 
nests should not be touched at any time. The 
caterpillars feed on oak leaves, which can leave 

the trees vulnerable to other pests and diseases 
and drought. 

Anyone pruning or felling oak trees in the 
affected areas should first contact Forestry 
Commission England’s Plant Health Forestry 
Team on opm@forestrycommission.gov.uk or 
0300 067 4442 for advice about safe removal of 
the material. 

Further information is available from 
the Forestry Commission and advice about 
stings and bites is available on the NHS 
Choices website. 

Sighting reports should include a precise 
description of the location. An Ordnance Survey 
grid reference is ideal, otherwise a postal 
address and/or a clear description of the exact 
position, is helpful, as are clear photographs. 

Forestry Commission’s latest operational 
update in relation to Covid-19 can be read here 

For further information, contact the Defra 
Press Office on 020 8225 7318. Out-of-hours, 
please call 034 5051 8486. 

M 
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Ash Dieback is Less Severe in Isolated Ash Trees 
 
 

A press release from the British Ecological Society Press Office 
 
 

EW RESEARCH published in the British Ecological Society’s Journal of Ecology finds 
that ash dieback is far less severe in the isolated conditions ash is often found in, such 
as forests with low ash density or in open canopies like hedges, suggesting the long 

term impact of the disease on Europe's ash trees will be more limited than previously thought. 

The research looked at a 22km2 
area in north-eastern France, where 
ash dieback was first observed in 
2010. Although the environment 
had little impact on the initial 
spread of the disease, the 
researchers found that after ten 
years, the disease remained mild in 
many places. 

“We found that the disease had spread to 
virtually all ash present in the studied landscape 
within two years. Nevertheless, in many areas 
ash trees remained relatively healthy” said lead 
author of the study Dr Benoit Marçais, French 
National Institute for Agriculture, Food, and 
Environment (INRAE). 

“We see that in many environments not 
favourable to ash dieback, the proportion of ash 
that remain heathy is closer to 80-95% than to 
5%, although the disease may be locally very 
severe.” added Dr Marçais. 

As well as being further apart from each 
other, isolated ash trees or those in open 
canopies tended to have higher crown 
temperatures than those in shaded forests. This 
is less favourable for the development of the 
fungal pathogen that causes ash dieback, 
Hymenoscyphus fraxineus. 

High summer temperatures, even in 
temperate climates like north-eastern France, 
could further help to reduce the severity of the 
disease. Climate change is expected to 
increase the frequency of summer temperatures 
above 35°C, which the disease cannot survive 
at. 

Reducing the density of threatened tree 
species by promoting diversity in forest stands 
could be a valuable strategy in limiting 
vulnerability to invasive pathogens like ash 
dieback. With these invasive pathogens 
occurring more frequently, mixed forest stands 
may offer protection without the need to target 
specific pathogens. 

Ash dieback originated in Asia and was 
reported in Poland in the 1990s, it then reached 
France in 2008 and the UK four years later. The 
fungal spores infect leaves in the summer 

before moving to the stem, causing shoot 
mortality and crown dieback. The fungus 
survives the winter in leaves in the forest litter 
before spores are released again in summer. 
This makes dense stands of ash trees with 
closed canopies highly susceptible to the 
fungus. 

To understand the impact of landscape on 
the severity of ash dieback, the researchers 
performed a landscape survey on a 22km2 area 
around the village of Champenoux in north-
eastern France shortly after the disease arrived, 
with further surveys taking place annually. Using 
25m plots around the study area, the 
researchers recorded the presence of ash trees 
and ash dieback, with samples tested for 
Hymenoscyphus fraxineus. 

Dr Marçais cautions that this research 

applies to the climatic context of North-eastern 
France. “We show that the low impact of Ash 
dieback in trees isolated or in hedges is partly 
linked to high crown temperature during heat 
waves. In more oceanic climates like northern 
and western France or Great Britain, this might 
not be as prominent.” 

The researchers are looking to further 
explore the impacts of climate: “We are working 
on how climate affects ash dieback risk. We 
have already shown that in south-eastern 
France, ash dieback will have very little impact 
because of high summer temperature.” Said Dr 
Marçais. 

You can read the research free (for a limited 
time) at https://doi.org/10.1111/1365-
2745.13383 

 

N 

Coronavirus (COVID-19): what you need to do 
 

Stay at home 
• Only go outside for food, health reasons or work (but only if you cannot work from home) 
• If you go out, stay 2 metres (6ft) away from other people at all times 
• Wash your hands as soon as you get home 

Do not meet others, even friends or family. 

You can spread the virus even if you don’t have symptoms. 
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Decision to Renew Logging Agreements in 
Victoria Criticised After Summer Bushfires 

 
 

An article by Adam Morton published on www.theguardian.com 
 
 
 

 FEDERAL and Victorian government decision to extend agreements that exempt the 
logging industry from conservation laws has sparked calls for the state to explain how it 
will boost wildlife protection in the wake of the summer’s devastating bushfires.  The 

state government posted five updated regional forest agreements (RFAs), covering native 
forest logging in different parts of the state, online late on 1 April. 

In a statement on the website of 
its environment department, the 
government said it had modernised 
the 20-year-old agreements to allow 
“sustainable management and use 
of Victoria’s forests” until 2030.  

It said changes to the RFAs recognised a 
commitment by the premier, Dan Andrews, in 
November to immediately protect old-growth 
forests, and would allow “more timely 
interventions” to protect threatened species. 

Conservationists and environmental 
lawyers said the changes did not go far enough, 
and risked being disastrous for both the 
environment and timber workers. 

Legal organisation Environmental Justice 
Australia said the agreements had been 
renewed without properly considering what the 
fires meant for wildlife. EJA’s chief executive, 
Brendan Sydes, said it was a “massive failure of 
leadership” by both tiers of government. 

“They should have said the regional forestry 
agreement framework is no longer adequate to 
deal with the conflict between biodiversity 
values and logging,” Sydes said. “If they were 
not going to phase out logging immediately, they 
should have moved to assessing it on a case-
by-case basis under the EPBC [Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation] Act.” 

A report released by EJA this week says the 
bushfires severely affected more than 3m 
hectares of parks and reserves set aside to 
protect the environment, and demands a shift in 
policy. 

The fires followed the Andrews government 
announcing in November it would immediately 
protect 90,000 hectares of old-growth forest and 
set aside a further 96,000 hectares of native 
forest to save the threatened greater glider. 
Andrews said native forest supply agreements 
would be extended to 2024, when a 
$120m package for businesses and 
workers would kick in ahead of a 2030 
end to native forest logging. 

At the time, the premier warned 
native timber supply was already down 
about 50% in a decade, and that a large 
bushfire might hasten the industry’s end. 
He reiterated the point on ABC radio as 
bushfires burned in January. 

Victoria’s environment minister, Lily 
D’Ambrosio, this week said the updated 
RFAs would strengthen protection of 
wildlife and biodiversity, and meant the 
state was better able to respond to major 
events, such as the summer’s bushfires. 

“They recognise the pressures facing 
our forests right now and will enable us to 
adapt our management approach 

accordingly,” she said. 
Three forestry organisations – the Victorian 

Association of Forest Industries, the Australian 
Forest Products Association, and the Australian 
Forest Contractors Association – said they 
“cautiously welcomed” the RFAs extension as it 
provided some relief for the industry after it was 
hit by bushfires and the planned phase out. 

The federal agriculture department, which is 
responsible for forestry, said the updated RFAs 
took into account the impact of the bushfires 
through a “major event” clause. “This provision 
triggers a review of the impacts of major events, 
including bushfires,” a department spokesman 
said. 

The Wilderness Society called on the state 
government to immediately invoke the major 
event clause and review logging practices in 
light of the fire damage. 

Amelia Young, the society’s national 
campaigns manager, said a two-year review of 
the RFAs had shown the public expected native 
forests to be managed in a way that reflected all 
their values, including water supply and carbon 
storage. 

“Logging clearly cannot go on as before,” 
Young said. “Now, given the bushfires, and the 
uncertainty for species and for the industry, a 
major event review is warranted, timely and 
critical for community, forests and industry to 

recover.” 
Janet Rice, forests spokeswoman for 

the Australian Greens, said none of the 
changes in the updated RFAs – including 
major event reviews, tighter timelines for 
assessing impact on threatened species 
and improved consultation with traditional 
owners – were strong enough. 

She said their extension would fast-
track extinctions and the climate 
emergency. 
 “We’ve seen this before,” she said. “The 
original agreements said that they had 
provisions to protect our animals and 
conduct reviews, but logging has 
continued as business-as-usual in the 22 
years since the agreements have been in 
force, bringing many forest animals closer 
and closer to extinction.”
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HS2 Woodland Clearance can go Ahead 
as Chris Packham Legal Bid Fails 

 
 

An article by Patrick Barkham published on www.theguardian.com 
 
 
 

HE clearing of ancient woods for HS2 is to proceed after the high court refused an 
emergency injunction and judicial review of the government’s decision to proceed with 
the high-speed railway.  HS2’s felling of woodlands in spring when birds are nesting has 

been widely condemned by wildlife charities, but the conservationist Chris Packham’s attempt 
to halt “enabling” works was rejected after the court decided there was “no real prospect of 
success” for a judicial review. 

Two high court judges made the 
ruling after a one-day hearing held 
over video link, as bailiffs sought to 
evict protesters occupying tree 
houses in Crackley Wood, in 
Warwickshire. 

The hearing heard that it would cost £20m–
£25m to “press the pause button” on HS2 while 
a full judicial review of the government’s backing 
for the £106bn high-speed project could be 
considered. 

Timothy Mould QC, for the secretary of state 
for transport, said that cost would “come from 
the public purse. The court will not be seduced 
into treating that as an insignificant 
consideration.” 

He argued that Packham and others had 
already had plenty of opportunity to make 
arguments about HS2’s environmental impact 
while the railway was scrutinised by both 
chambers of parliament, which passed the act 
enabling HS2 in 2017. 

Packham, who crowdfunded £100,000 for 
the challenge, said: “I’m immensely 
disappointed on behalf of all the wildlife that will 
now be destroyed in the next few weeks and the 
irreversible damage to the woodlands. These 
trees are going to come crashing to the ground 
and all the birds nesting in them and bats 
roosting in them are going to die and nobody is 
going to know anything about it. 

“Our nation will be robbed of some of our 
greatest national natural treasures over the next 
few days for an entirely fallacious vanity project.” 

During the hearing, David Wolf QC, for 
Packham, argued that Grant Shapps, the 
transport secretary, was not given all the 
information required to make an informed 
decision on HS2 by the Oakervee review, which 
was led by the former HS2 chair Doug 
Oakervee. 

He told the courts the works would cause 
“irretrievable and irreversible” harm to ancient 
woodlands. HS2 Ltd contractors are clearing 
trees and soil from five ancient woodlands in 
Warwickshire during April, despite the 
Woodland Trust condemning the timing and the 
RSPB warning that bird nests would almost 
certainly be destroyed. 

HS2 has said temporary exclusion zones 
are being put around all nests discovered by its 
ecologists until the chicks are fledged, and 
contractors were “keenly aware of the law 
around nesting birds”. 

Wolf told the court that Oakervee’s review 
failed to properly consider HS2’s environmental 
impact or the railway being a net contributor to 

carbon emissions during construction. Wolf said 
the emissions produced by all the concrete 
required during construction would cause 
emissions of 8-14m tonnes of carbon dioxide 
equivalent, which would contravene Britain’s 
legal obligations to reduce its emissions under 
the Paris climate agreement. 

He argued that hearing the review would not 
unduly delay HS2 because if it was to abide by 
the law its contractors would not be able to 
continue with the clearance of ancient 
woodland. “This woodland will now already be 
full of nesting birds and it is a criminal offence to 
interfere with those nesting birds. Their ability to 
proceed in this [nesting season] period is 
already heavily compromised,” he told the court. 

Dr Darren Moorcroft, the chief executive of 
the Woodland Trust, which provided an expert 
witness statement criticising HS2’s “translon-
cation” of ancient woodland soils during April, 
said: “To say we are disappointed by this 
outcome is an understatement. This decision is 
catastrophic for these irreplaceable ancient 
woodlands and the hundreds of species that call 
them home. Instead if bursting into life they will 
now be destroyed. 

“The flawed and invariably unsuccessful 
process of translocation will be carried out at 
completely the wrong time of year, flying in the 
face of professional standards and HS2’s 
original assurance that they’d do it when they 
should – when everything is dormant. Nature 
and the environment are the big losers today.” 

A Department for Transport spokesperson 
said: “We are pleased with today’s verdict. While 

our current priority is combating the spread of 
coronavirus, we must continue our work to level 
up the country. HS2 will be crucial to that 
ambition, boosting capacity and connectivity 
across our rail network. 

“We have tasked HS2 Ltd with delivering 
one of the UK’s most environmentally 
responsible infrastructure projects.” 

T 

 
They paved paradise 

And put up a parking lot 
With a pink hotel, a boutique 

And a swinging hot spot 
 

They took all the trees 
And put 'em in a tree museum 
And they charged the people 

A dollar and a half to seem 'em 
 

Hey farmer farmer 
Put away the DDT 

I don't care about spots on my apples 
Leave me the birds and the bees 

Please! 
 

Don't it always seem to go 
That you don't know what you've got 

Til its gone 
They paved paradise 

And put up a parking lot 
 

Joni Mitchell: Big Yellow Taxi (1970) 
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A Traded Tree:  
What Rosewood Means for Africa 

 
 

An article by Paolo Omar Cerutti 
published on https://trade4devnews.enhancedif.org 

 
 
 

VERY time I get interested in one particular value chain – especially those that start in the 
forests of sub-Saharan Africa – I wonder whether I’ll contribute to closing the barn door 
before or after the horses have left.  This conundrum is readily exemplified in the example 

of research conducted in the delicate Miombo forests of southern Africa, situated between 
Zambia, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and various neighbours. 

The ‘hero’ of this story is 
rosewood. The illegal trade in the 
wood is one of the world’s most 
lucrative businesses, and affects 
much of Southeast Asia and parts 
of Africa and South America.  

When demand started to increase in West 
Africa around 2010, exports went from basically 
zero to hundreds of millions of dollars in just a 
few years and rosewood’s exploitation is 
causing a range of environmental and 
socioeconomic disasters. 

Even the term rosewood is tricky, as many 
tree species are harvested and traded under 
that name. In southern Africa and Zambia in 
particular, rosewood is best known as mukula, 
or Pterocarpus tinctorius. 

It is an over-simplification generally 
attached to rosewood that one can draw a 
straight line from production to consumption, 
between a forest somewhere in Africa, south-
east Asia or South America and on to China. 
The Chinese market is indeed a big consumer 
of rosewood because of consumer demand for 
dark red tropical hardwood species. Over the 
last decade, about US$9 billion in rosewood 
was imported into China, and this accounts only 
for wood officially listed as rosewood, which 
excludes many species sold as ‘rosewood’ but 
not recorded as such, like mukula. 

Yet, in the case of mukula, the supposedly 
straight trading line from Zambia to China is 
actually more of a zigzag, with a single container 
from Zambia perhaps loaded onto a ship leaving 
from at least five African ports (including those 
in Kenya, Tanzania, Mozambique, South Africa 
and Namibia) and stopping in transit countries 
(including Madagascar, India, the Philippines 
and Vietnam), where its contents could be 
mixed with other tree species. 

Ultimately, chances are high that mukula 
trees will end up on the Chinese market but, as 
with many value chains, the story is much more 
complicated. 

Field research on the rosewood trade by a 
team from the Centre for International Forestry 
Research was conducted in four districts in 
southern Africa between 2016 and 2017, and 
included discussions with rural communities, 
timber harvesters, government, private sector 
officials, brokers, intermediaries and companies 
buying and eventually shipping timber out of the 
country. In addition, 52 focus group discussions 
involving a total of 494 participants were held to 

learn more about mukula, followed by 
engagement with policy makers starting in 2018 
that is still ongoing. 

This is what we found. 
Rosewood traders in Zambia require money 

to buy the wood, connections to the powers that 
be, and contacts in downstream operations. The 
closer to the final buyer of the raw material 
outside Africa, the better. 

Traders now are generally unconcerned as 
to how the wood was obtained but, when they 
initially entered the business, competition was 
high and people had to roam villages in rural 
areas, possibly with the help of local chiefs, 
translators, facilitators and brokers. As 
rosewood traders make a name for themselves, 
they tend to move to the capital, leaving behind 
a network of preferred brokers who source the 
wood. 

Contacts downstream are also essential, 
especially as Zambia is a few thousand 
kilometres away from wherever the timber is 
going. Traders may at times ‘procure and sell’ 
on the spot, but that is not where the money is 
made. Buyers and networks built over years and 
across oceans are required. 

Eventually, containers filled with rosewood 
reach their destination and trees purchased in 
Zambia for approximately US$20 per m³ earn a 
trader about US$1,000 per m³. 

During this research, we came up with the 
term ‘farmers turned loggers’ because almost 
anywhere that the rosewood trade has been 
documented, farmers are lured into logging. 
They accept an average income of US$4 per 
tree cut, which translates into what for them is a 
substantial – albeit very short-term – income of 
about US$770 a year. ‘Farmers turned loggers’ 
can roam for months in surrounding forests in 
search of mukula trees. Or anything else with 
dark red colour for that matter. 

Meanwhile, elders, wives, friends and 
children cover their work on the family farm, 
waiting for the much-needed income to provide 
for their basic needs like health and education. 

There are two immediate problems with this 
model. First, the ‘farmer turned logger’ 
discovers very soon that, after one or two 
logging seasons, the resource is simply gone 
from the surrounding environment. So, unless 
he turns into a professional logger – something 
that happens very rarely – once back home he’ll 
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go back to his previous occupation. 
Second, the landscape as it was before the 

rosewood frenzy is now very much depleted, 
and there is a risk he is unable to provide the 
same vital services as before for his family and 
community’s survival. 

It is difficult to fully quantify the services 
that millions of now gone mukula trees were 
providing in Zambia, or the DRC, or Malawi, 
or the world. We estimate that during the 
mukula frenzy, between 90,000 and 
150,000 hectares of forest was affected 
annually by unregulated and unsustainable 
logging operations, with revenue losses of 
about US$3 million. Such depletion has 
impacted flagship fauna species living in 
those dry forests, and increased natural 
phenomena such as fire to which these 
forests are very prone. 

On 21 August 2019, the proposal 
championed by Malawi to list mukula under 
Appendix II of the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) of Wild 
Fauna and Flora was accepted during the 
CITES CoP18. Appendix II includes species not 
necessarily threatened with extinction, but in 
which trade must be controlled to ensure their 
survival. 

This is a step in the right direction, but it is 
not enough. Unfortunately, traders are able to 

continue their work even under the stricter 
circumstances instituted by many countries. In 
Zambia, for example, as in several other 
countries, the government has adopted a long 
series of log production and trade bans, but 
there needs to be better enforcement. 

Enforcement tools with larger scope are 
essential, for business as usual is consuming 
forests. In Zambia and the DRC, traders are 
looking for mukula, but also for any tree that 
consumers could buy as ‘rosewood’. This tells 
us that enforcing rules on single species – such 
as the CITES resolution does – is okay. 
However, this works only in conjunction with 
bolder approaches to national and regional laws 
and policies. 

Broader networks are the only long-term 

solution. For years, people have been talking 
about certain countries’ efforts to fight illegal 
logging, almost always with the corollary 
sentence about other countries that are not. 
China has just passed a new forest regulation 
that, for the first time, explicitly talks about illegal 

logging and trade – and condemns it. Let’s 
take such positive moves and build on them 
for more impact on the ground, where 
resources are being depleted. 

Continued pressure is the final 
requirement. In such an interconnected 
world, along complex and murky value 
chains, continued pressure on countries 
and regions to improve and apply their own 
laws, and on businesses to play by the 
rules, must not falter. 

We all have a role to play, and we need 
to be well aware of it. As citizens of this 

planet, let us not be framed into the ‘producers 
and consumers’ binary. At each node of the 
value chain, we can find a way to push the right 
button. In this business, there are plenty of 
doors and windows in the barn, and only if we 
come together can we shut them all before the 
horses are gone. 
 
 Paolo Omar Cerutti is a Forester at the 
Centre for International Forestry Research 
(CIFOR).

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 
 

Couple's Fairyland Creation 'Threatens' 
Guilsfield Wood Says Woodland Trust 

 
 
 

 COUPLE who created a ‘fairyland’ for children at the Gaer Fawr woodland in Guilsfield 
have been told by the Woodland Trust to dig up the 500 bulbs they planted.  Andy Lewis-
Pryce and Yvonne Owen painted on trees to provide an outlet for local children on their 

daily walks during the coronavirus lockdown, but it was brought to the attention of Coed Cadw, 
the Woodland Trust in Wales, by some people who were "understandably concerned about this 
activity in their local woods". 

Coed Cadw plants trees and 
campaigns for better protection for 
woodlands and trees across the 
country. It also looks after more 
than 100 woods which remain open 
for visitors to explore; including 
Gaer Fawr in Guilsfield. 

Rebecca Good from the Woodland Trust 
said: "We understand that the couple only have 
the best of intentions but we would like to remind 
all our visitors that they should always approach 
the landowner for permission before putting up 
any structures or installations on our land. 

"Gaer Fawr is an ancient woodland in a very 
rural location. It supports a fantastic display of 
native woodland flora, valued by its visitors for 
its intrinsic natural beauty. Many people do not 
realise that the planting of exotic species can 
seriously threaten this natural habitat. Many 
garden species can be invasive and displace 
rare native plants, creating work for woodland 
managers like the Trust." 

The Woodland Trust has asked the couple 
to remove all of the planted bulbs and any 
plastic items as soon as possible in order to 
protect the natural environment. 

Ms Good added: "Planting flowers, painting 
trees and creating fairy doors are fantastic 
activities for people to enjoy in their own 
gardens but we feel Gaer Fawr has plenty of 
natural beauty and wild spaces for children to 
explore.  

“If parents need ideas for fun, low-impact 
activities to enjoy with their children during the 
coronavirus crisis, there are plenty of ideas on 
the Trust’s Nature Detectives site. Art can be a 
great way to engage children with nature, but we 
want to do it in an appropriate and sustainable 
way that leaves nothing but footprints behind." 

In response, Mr Lewis-Pryce said: "We will 
in due course be in touch with Coed Cadw when 
the lockdown is over and we can get to Gaer 
Fawr wood." 

The Woodland Trust has also reiterated the 
government's advice and said Gaer Fawr will 
only remain open if those who access it are able 
to walk there. 

Visitors must also maintain social distancing 
by staying at least two metres away from other 
people and must follow the recommended 
hygiene guidance. 

"In some cases, we have had to take further 
action such as closing of car parks to deal with 
high volumes of visitors. We hope that this will 

not be necessary at Gaer Fawr but must stress 
that people should not make unnecessary 
journeys to visit our woods," Ms Good said. 
 
Editor’s comment:   

All too often we see and hear of “well 
intentioned” people who believe they have a 
right to alter our precious natural environment to 
suit their own ideas and purposes. 

Most often they believe they have a right to 
disposed of waste over the fence into a 
woodland, but others wish to change the 
character of the land to suit what they would like 
to see… with the best of intentions 

In all cases they ignore the fact that they 
have no legal right to do such a thing and they 
fail to consult the land owner. 

I have this problem with some neighbours 
who back on to my woodland at the rear of my 
house.  They feel they have the right to do 
whatever they wish and object most strongly 
when I return whatever they have disposed of 
back over the fence! 

There is no place for such practice and 
offenders should be made to clear up or repair 
any damage caused. 

Trees look wonderful.  They don’t need to 
be painted!!

A 

 
Come senators, congressmen please heed the call 
Don't stand in the doorway, don't block up the hall 

For he that gets hurt will be he who has stalled 
The battle outside ragin'  

Will soon shake your windows and rattle your walls 
For the times they are a-changin' 

 
Bob Dylan: The Times They Are A-Changin' (1963) 
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Skipton Castle WoodS 
 
 

An article by Lesley Tate published on www.cravenherald.co.uk 
 

 

KIPTON CASTLE WOODS, in normal times, are a very popular, peaceful place for both 
residents and visitors, not to mention the birds and wildlife that have made the woodland 
their home.  Now managed by the Woodland Trust, the ancient woodland remains open 

for health and wellbeing during the coronavirus lockdown, but for town dwellers only and with 
a strict one way system in place so it’s easier to observe Government social distancing rules. 

Skipton Castle itself and its car 
park is completely closed until 
further notice.  Its current owner, 
Sebastian Fattorini, Lord of the 
Honour of Skipton Castle, says the 
woods were purchased by Skipton 
Castle Ltd in 1966, but it was 
several years before they were 
opened to the public and eventually 
being leased to the Woodland 
Trust. 

“The Castle Woods were purchased by 
Skipton Castle Ltd in Feb 1966 but were kept 
closed to the public as there was a big task in 
reinstating the water courses - the long and 
round dams - as well as adding paths and 
bridges along and over Eller beck. 

“They were then opened to the public in 
agreement with Skipton Urban District Council 
in May 1971, and in October 1991 the woods 
were then leased to the Woodland Trust. “ 

Over Easter, 1968, castle workmen 
replaced the old footbridge over Eller Beck from 
the canal towpath. Wilfred Fattorini took these 
pictures of the work taking place and the two 
men on the bridge itself, ‘Clifford and Harold’, 
during and after the work had been finished. 

The woodland, hidden behind the castle, 
one of the best preserved medieval castles in 
Britain, is a rare ancient woodland that dates 
back a thousand years. 

Described by the Trust itself as one of its 
‘most unique sites’, there is lots for nature-lovers 
and families to see and do and all just a short 
step from the High Street. It is no surprise that 
some never know what a wonderful place exists 

so close to the town centre. 
The woodland was once part of a great 

hunting wood that stretched across North 
Yorkshire. 

Most of the woodland is a mix of broadleaf 
trees such as oak, ash, lime, alder, hornbeam, 
holly, hazel and beech, but there is also find 
yew, Scots pine and Norway spruce. 

At this time of the year, there is also 
beginning to show an abundance of plants and 
flowers, such as wild garlic, bluebells, wood 
anemone and dog’s mercury. 

In the grounds of the castle itself is a yew 
tree, planted by Lady Ann Clifford in 
1649.Wildlife in the woods includes bats, birds, 
including kingfishers and deer. 

If you visit at dusk you will come across 
Britain’s smallest bat, the brown long-eared 
pipistrelle, or another of the five unique species 
of bat which call the wood home. 

On its website, the Trust says: “The wood is 
just as interesting for bird watchers as up to 28 
species of bird are recorded here regularly. 

“Kingfishers, heron and dippers can be 
spotted around the beck and canal which runs 
throughout, whilst green and greater spotted 
woodpeckers can be seen and heard deeper in 
the wood. Buzzards, sparrowhawks and red 
kites have also been regular visitors, ensuring 
that bird spotters come back throughout the 
seasons.” 

Skipton Castle itself was originally a motte 
and bailey castle, built in 1090 by Robert de 
Romille, lord of the multiple estates of Bolton 
Abbey. 

Shortly after 1102 King Henry I extended 
Romille’s lands to include all of upper 
Wharfedale and upper Airedale. 

The earth and wood castle was rebuilt in 

stone to withstand attacks by the Scots.  The 
cliffs behind the castle, dropping down to Eller 
Beck, made the castle a perfect defensive 
structure. 

The Romille line died out and in 1310 King 
Edward II granted the castle to Robert Clifford 
who was appointed Lord Clifford of Skipton and 
Guardian of Craven. 

Robert Clifford ordered many improvements 
to the fortifications, but died in the Battle of 
Bannockburn in 1314 when the improvements 
were barely complete. 

A message on the council’s website 
currently reads: “We are sad to announce that 
due to the uncertainty surrounding the 
coronavirus, Skipton Castle will be closed from 
March 20 until further notice. The safety and 
wellbeing of our visitors and staff is our top 
priority. We look forward to sharing more 
positive news in the future.” 

S 



 
 17 

Dr Jo’s Corner 
 

The Greater Stitchwort 
 
 

The column by Jo Parmenter, Reedham’s Parish Tree Warden 

 
 

 

HIS month we have an archetypal wayside spring flower, the lovely greater stitchwort, 
known colloquially in these parts as soldier’s-buttons (I have no idea why – does anyone 
else know it by that name?).  The flower in close-up is absolutely exquisite, but still not 

button-like.  Just look at those lovely curly styles!   

 The number of stamens (male 
bit) and styles (female bit) is one of 
the best ways to tell the members of 
this family of plants (the 
Caryophyllaceae) apart: 3 styles 
makes it a chickweed or stitchwort 
(Stellaria). 
 Otherwise, greater stitchwort can be 
recognised by its scrambling habit, large white 
flowers with 5 petals split to around halfway, and 
4-angled stems. 
This plant is common on ‘better-quality’ road 
verges and woodland margins.  Go out and see 
if you can find some on your daily walk?  
 
Editor’s Note: 
 
 In an e-mail I received recently from 
Geraldine Creaven, Administrative Officer at 
The Tree Council, commenting on Broadsheet, 
Geraldine wrote “The other thing I wanted to say 
is that I’m really enjoying Jo Parmenter’s 
column!  She’s very knowledgeable isn’t she!“  
 Yes Geraldine … and I know very well just 
how lucky we are to have Jo as one of our Tree 
Wardens.  I must add to that how much I value 
Jo’s contribution to our monthly magazine. 

 
 

T 
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Trees are Bringing me Joy in Lockdown 
Here’s How I’m Learning to Identify Them 

 

An article by Adrian Chiles published on www.theguardian.com 
 

 

 LEFT London this week for the first time in more than a month to make a short film for the 
BBC. For such purposes, believe it or not, I am an essential worker. It felt weird, and not just 
because of the lack of traffic on the motorways. You get used to what lockdown looks like in 

your own locale; seeing it elsewhere makes it new and strange all over again. 

During many fine days at home 
this past month I have yearned for 
the countryside, but now I was in 
the sticks, the weather had 
changed from glorious to 
horrendous.  

The view cleared for me by the windscreen 
wipers was monochrome. Monochrome, that is, 
apart from the trees. Even through clouds of 
grey spray, they burned so bright and green that 
I fancied my eyes were starting to hurt. 

I rarely feel short-changed for trees in this 
country. We are lucky that our cities are so 
green. Germany’s biggest city, Berlin, has 
431,000 trees and they should know because 
each one is numbered, which is a beautiful 
thing.  

Given the devastation wreaked on the place 
during the second world war, that number is a 
credit to them and represents one tree for about 
every nine Berliners. Paris has slightly more 
trees but a smaller population, so each tree 
there is shared by about four and a half 
Parisians.  

However, London has no fewer than 8m 
trees, Londoners blessed with roughly a tree 
each, as are the 1m inhabitants of my hometown 
Birmingham, which was where I was heading on 
that particular morning. 

In the countryside this week though, every 
tree looked especially magnificent. I was driving 
to West Brom’s ground, the Hawthorns, so 
named because many hawthorn bushes were 
cleared when they first broke ground to build it 
in May 1900.  

That was 120 springs ago when those 
hawthorns must have been flowering as 
magnificently, and reproachfully, as those are 
just now that flank the M40 all the way there. 

As you will have gathered, I love trees. 
Many was the Christmas I spoiled for my kids by 
buying the smallest, gnarliest, most unattractive 
potted tree in the nursery. I couldn’t bear the 
thought of it sitting there shivering on Christmas 
morning while its mates were in the warm 
somewhere.  

Now I’ve taken to waiting until the new year, 
buying up these poor unwanted mites and 
planting them in a garden for them to live long 
and prosper. 

It dawned on me not long ago that for all my 
love of trees, there were no more than a dozen 
I could name. As I had an app to identify every 
plane in the sky and ship on the sea, surely 
there was one for trees … and there was, 
produced by the Woodland Trust, although I’ve 

enjoyed limited success with it.  
The Tree ID app asks for details of the leaf 

(simple, compound, needles etc), its shape 
(ovate, lanceolate (!?), deltoid) and so on.  

I have deployed the app all over this country 
and Europe. Walks have gone on for ever as I’ve 
lingered at every tree, brow-furrowed, 
ruminating on whether the leaf-edge could be 
described as undulate or serrate.  

I must be doing something wrong because 
as often as not the app tells me I’m looking at a 
monkey puzzle tree, when even I know that isn’t 
the case. So it is back to the drawing board; 
perhaps the Woodland Trust runs a beginners’ 
course. Or I could do something really radical 
and buy a book on the subject. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Forestry England Buys Northumberland Plot for Woodland 
 
 

HE BBC news website reported at the end of April that Forestry England has bought a 
100-hectare plot as it starts creating the Great Northumberland Forest.  The land at 
Monkridge, West Woodburn, will be planted as part of the 500-hectare project. 

 A new 145-hectare woodland has 
already been planted at Rushy 
Knowe on the shore of Kielder 
Water which Forestry England's 
North District already owned. 

The project will see up to one million trees 
planted by 2024, the government has previously 

pledged. 
Jim Lee, area land agent for Forestry 

England, said the Monkridge site was an 
"unmissable opportunity". 

"This is the first significant area of land we 
have bought to plant trees in over 20 years and 
marks a symbolic return, 100 years on, to our 
first purpose of woodland creation," he said. 

The deal for Monkridge was completed 
following screening by the Forestry Commission 
under Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
regulations - the equivalent of planning 
permission for creating a new woodland, 
according to the Local Democracy Reporting 
Service. 

I 

T 
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So What Happened to Walk in the Woods? 
 

An article by Holly Chetan-Welsh posted on The Tree Council’s website 
 

 
 
 

VERY May is Walk In The Woods month – a time when people across the country get out to 
celebrate their local trees.   

This year, we may not be able to 
visit some of the green spaces we 
usually enjoy. But time spent in 
nature has never been more 
important to our mental and 
physical wellbeing. And nature can 
be found everywhere – a street tree 
in new leaf; a flowering window 
box; your local park. So this Walk In 
The Woods is going to be Walk 
Where You May month instead! 

How to take part in Walk Where You May 
Visit and appreciate one tree on your daily 

exercise. It could be the street tree outside your 
house, a little hedgerow filled with chirping birds, 
or the trees in your local woodland or park. 

Share it in a tweet, photo or video using 
#WalkWhereYouMay to inspire others, 
especially those who may not be able to get out 

and about as they usually would. 
Tag three followers to encourage them to 

take part, too 
ALWAYS observe the latest government 

social distancing guidelines. 

Stay safe 
Not all green spaces are open at present. 

Check before you go, and do not travel by 
transport to visit green spaces 

Go by foot to visit your local park, green, 
garden 

Observe all social distancing guidelines 
This campaign will be subject to change 

based on government health guidelines. 
 
Editor’s Comment 
 This is another great idea from The Tree 
Council.  Instead of lamenting the fact that we 
cannot hold our Walk in the Woods events – 
surely one of the highlights of a Tree Warden’s 
calendar – The Tree Council has made a 
positive from a negative. 

 Now let me say that I was very much against 
The Tree Council creating a Facebook page and 
fought against it within the Tree Warden 
Advisory Group.  However, I was in a small 
minority and it went ahead. 
 Although at the beginning it appeared that 
my fears had been proven correct and some 
unsavoury material appeared, The Tree Council 
(and Head of Communications & Partnerships, 
Holly Chetan-Welsh in particular) soon scotched 
that type of thing so that today we have an 
excellent and very well-managed Facebook 
page. 
 I am delighted to say that my fears were 
unfounded. 
 While I’m at it, isn’t the Tree Council’s re-
vamped website excellent?  Not too cluttered as 
many are and kept up to date.  Again, all credit 
to Holly.   
 We have an exciting future led by Sara Lom 
and her very small team.  If you want value for 
money then look no further.

E 
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Tree Preservation Orders and 
Conservation Area News 

 
 

Broadland Tree Preservation Orders Served, Confirmed and Revoked  
 

TPO Number Address Served Trees Protected Status 

2020 No 1 (1303) Robin Hill, 16 South Walsham Road,  Acle 17/02/2020 All trees on site Provisional 

2020 No 2 (1304) 
Agricultural land north of Buxton Road, 
Aylsham 

19/02/2020 2 x oak  Provisional 

2020 No.3 (1305) Land at Wood Green, Salhouse 09/03/2020 1 x Leyland cypress Provisional 

 
 

Current Works to Trees Subject to a Tree Preservation Order and Section 
211 Notifications for Works to Trees Within Conservation Areas 

 

App No Address Cat Species / Requested Works Decision 

20191487 
Thatched House, 10 The Street, 
Coltishall 

211 Coppicing of 6 sallow and 3 silver birch.  Currently 8m in Height. 19/09/2019 

20191569 68 St Williams Way, Thorpe St Andrew TPO T1 oak - end weight reduction. Reduce width from 13.5m 8m. 28/11/2019 

20191764 
The Loft, Aylsham Water Mill, Mill Row, 
Aylsham 

211 Lime – fell. 08/11/2019 

20191768 Belt Farm, Mill Row, Aylsham 211 

T1- fell.                                                                                                     
T2 yew - crown lift to 4m & reduce laterals to rear of property by 
2-2.5m.                                                                                            
T3 sycamore - remove to coppice.                                                              
T4 - remove all sycamore stems and holly 5m of garden wall. 

13/11/2019 

20191982 Bircham Centre, Market Place, Reepham 211 T1 and T2 holly – fell. 31/12/2019 

20200180 
Tanamera, 165 Shakespeare Way, 
Taverham 

TPO T1 oak - fell. 28/01/2020 

20200226 
Meadow Lodge, 4A Meadow Lane, 
Thorpe St Andrew 

TPO 

T1 oak - raise canopy from 4m - 5m to 6m and reduce branch 
secondary growth by 1 - 1.5m especially to east where growth is 
above neighbouring bungalow, currently 10 - 12 m from main 
trunk the reduction will then provide clearance from adjacent 
bungalow roof of 4.5m - 5m.                                                           
T2 & T3 oak - raise canopy from 3m - 4m to achieve a crown lift 
which will provide a clearance of 4.5m - 5.5m and reduce branch 
secondary growth by 1 - 1.5m.                                                                                            
T4 oak - raise canopy from 3m - 4m to achieve a crown lift which 
will provide a clearance of 4.5m - 5.5m and reduce branch 
secondary growth by 1 - 1.5 m plus remove limb growth above 
old pollard area to east where there are signs of decay and 
scarring.  Reduce balancing limb to west which is currently 15m - 
16m long. 

Approved 

20200258 
The Beeches, 68 Cawston Road, 
Aylsham 

TPO 
T1 evergreen oak - current height and width 10m; reduce overall 
by 1m and shape. 

Approved 

20200271 Hill House, Heydon Road, Aylsham TPO T2 horse chestnut – fell. 10/02/220 

20200279 
28 Leewood, Back Street, Horsham St 
Faiths 

TPO T1 alder - current height 13.5m, reduce crown by 2m. 07/02/2020 

20200316 
Land Adj Willow End, Swan Plain, 
Horsham St Faith 

211 
Ash - reduce back from Willow End's back garden.  Reduce 
crown spread from 20m to 15m. 

17/02/2020 

20200335 Sparrow Cottage, The Street, Oulton 211 Silver birch: Current approx height, crown lift to 3.5m. 18/02/2020 

20200347 74 Sandy Lane, Taverham TPO 

T1 oak – reduce overhanging branches by 1-2 m and canopy by 
3-4m.                                                                                                 
T2 sweet chestnut – reduce crown by 2-3m.                                         
T3 sycamore - reduce and re-shape crown by 2-3m. Crown thin 
by 20-30%. 

17/02/2020 
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20200364 23 Oakfield Road, Aylsham 211 
Scots pine - overhanging branch currently 5-6m long to be cut by 
approx 1.5m. Crown reduction from 15m by approx 1-1.5m. 

Approved 

20200372 
Forge Cottage, 25 The Street.                    
South Walsham 

TPO 

T1 sycamore - remove deadwood and crossing branches.  Raise 
canopy to 4m.  Remove one over-extended lateral branch that 
has grown towards an undesirable location within garden.  Due 
to the tree’s form and good vitality the removal of this limb will be 
inconsequential to the shape of the crown. 

24/02/2020 

20200373 County Hall, Martineau Lane, Norwich TPO Details attached. 24/02/2020 

20200379 16A Hurn Road, Drayton TPO 

T1 pine - lift crown over neighbours' by removing lowest branch 
to reduce nuisance and interference with neighbours’ property. 
T2 lime and T3 oak- reduce crown to height of pine tree and 
reduce south-east crown spread to allow 4m clearance from 
house to re-balance crown, reduce shading and future 
interference with house in the interests of good management 
practice.                      

 

24/02/2020 

20200402 
Royal Norwich Golf Club, Weston Park, 
Weston Hall Road, Weston Longville 

TPO 

T1 beech overhanging Dinosaur Park car park – reduce canopy 
height of 4m.                                                                                      
T2 oak by green keepers’ car park – Reduce overhanging limb 
by 3-4m. 

25/02/2020 

20200405 
The Old Workhouse, 120 Aylsham Road, 
Oulton 

211 Walnut – fell. 25/02/2020 

20200407 5 Bulwer Close, Buxton With Lamas TPO 
Beech - reduce height 18.5m to 16m and reduce sides of tree by 
from current crown spread from 8.8m to 7.8m. 

27/02/2020 

20200421 Moorcroft, The Moor, Reepham TPO 

T1 plum - reduce height from 5 to 4m and thin by 10%.              
T2 pear - reduce height from 7m by 1.5m and thin by 15%.            
T3 pear - 7m high. Reduce centre stem by 2m.                             
T4 apple – reduce height from 6m by 1m and thin by 15%.              
T5 apple - thin canopy by 15%.                                                     
T6 apple - reduce height from 4m by 1m.                                          
T7 pear - poor specimen due to being over crowded by cherry. 
(T8).  Reduce height from 4m by 1m and prune lateral limbs by 
0.5m on western side to encourage better growth and balance. 
T8 & T9 cherry - reduce height from 8m to 5m and spread to 5m. 
Due to neglect T9 in particular has suffered storm damage due 
to the thickness of the canopy and the trees have grown into 
each other. Heavy reduction to allow both trees to generate new 
growth at a manageable size.                                                      
T10 apple - 6m high, thin canopy by 15%.                                        
T11 apple - 6m high and too big for its environment and is also 
located over main sewer for the Moor – fell.                                 
T12 apple - 6m high, thin canopy by 20%.                                 
T13 pear - reduce height from 7m by 1m.  Thin canopy by 15%. 
T14 apple - 3m high. Tree has been blown over by storms at 
some point and is a poor specimen. Fell. 

02/03/2020 

20200430 
Green Farm Bungalow, 109 The Street, 
Oulton 

211 
Yew outside Green Farm Cottage, Green Farm - tree is in close 
proximity to the rear of the house and with the needles dropping 
is causing damage to the guttering and downpipes. 

02/03/2020 

20200431 19 Breck Farm Lane, Taverham TPO T1 cedar – fell. 03/03/2020 

20200438 Lion House, 5 Unicorn Yard, Aylsham 211 

S1, S2 &S3 sycamore - fell and re-plant with combination of 3-5 
wild cherry and rowan.                                                                 
B1 silver birch – fell.                                                                           
B2, B3, B4, B5 & B6 silver birch - current height approx 7m, 
reduce by approx 2m. 

03/03/2020 

20200440 
Barn Cottage, 59 Plumstead Road, 
Thorpe End 

211 3 x conifer - fell 03/03/2020 

20200448 
Land adjacent to 190 Drayton High Road, 
Drayton 

211 

T7 (Tag787) holly - remove dead stems and reduce remaining 
stems from 9m to 2m.                                                                         
T6 (Tag786) ash - remove larger pieces of deadwood.                    
T3 (Tag783) sycamore - sever ivy growth on stem.                        
Hedge 1 - remove dead stems and sever heavy ivy growth on 
hawthorn stems. 

03/03/2020 

20200455 2 Chimes Way, Reepham 211 
T1 willow - pollard from approx 6m to approx 3m.                              
T2 apple - routine prune approx height 4m. 

04/03/2020 

20200467 Edgewood, 2 The Avenue, Wroxham 211 
Bay tree and cypress tree located in the rear garden - fell to and 
grind out the stumps. 

Approved 

20200473 2 Church Lane, Burgh-Next-Aylsham 211 

T1 4 x oaks along hedge line - reduce and crown thin, some 
branches very close to overhead power lines.                                   
T2 pine in the hedge line - reduce 30%.                                     
T3 alder in the hedge line – fell. 

09/03/2020 
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20200484 23 Station New Road, Brundall TPO 

T1 sycamore - fell.                                                                      
T2 sycamore - reduce lateral branches on property side only 
from 6m to 4m, reduce height from 15m to 13m and remove 3 x 
suckering stems at base.                                                               
T3 sycamore - remove secondary rubbing limb and reduce 
property side from 5m to 2.5m.                                                        
T4 sycamore - remove 3 x suckers/saplings growing at base and 
reduce large limb on property side from 5m to 3m. 

06/03/2020 

20200496 Church Farm, 6 Booton Road, Cawston 211 

T1 horse chestnut, T2 Norway maple and T3 sycamore - fell and 
replace with new trees.                                                                  
Area A - crown lift road side to 5.5m.                                                 
G1 3 x conifers – fell. 

09/03/2020 

20200501 108 Kingswood Avenue, Taverham TPO Removal of dead larch. 12/03/2020 

20200517 
The Conifers, 2B Breck Farm Lane, 
Taverham 

TPO 
Himalayan birch - crown reduce by 1.5m leaving a spread of 5 -
6m 

12/03/2020 

20200519 Postwick Lodge, 2 Cullings Hill, Postwick TPO 

T1 beech - reduction in height from 19m to 15-16m and 
reduction in spread on north from 10m to 8m, south from 8m to 
6m, east from 11m to 9m and west from 12m to 10m.                                                                                                 
T2 beech - reduction in height from 20m to 17m and reduction in 
spread on north from 9m to 7m, south from 11m to 9m, east from 
10m to 8m and west from 10m to 8m. 

10/03/2020 

20200541 
Ashford House, 8 Hartwell Road, 
Wroxham 

TPO 
T1 Magnolia - current height 8.5m, current spread 9m. Crown 
reduce by approx 3m. 

Approved 

20200543 Ringsfield, Burgh Road, Aylsham 211 Willow – pollard. 12/03/2020 

20200585 25A South Avenue, Thorpe St Andrew 211 1 x silver birch, 1 x holly and 1 x laburnum - dead, remove. Approved 

20200639 Burgh House, Burgh Road, Aylsham 211 Beech in southern garden – fell due to Meripilus giganteus. 19/03/2020 

20200677 15 Charles Close, Wroxham 211 Description Required 19/03/2020 

20200685 23 Pinewood Close, Hellesdon TPO 

T1 & T2 hawthorn – fell.                                                                    
T3 & T9 lapsed hawthorn hedgerow – remove.                            
T10 sycamore - remove two lower limbs and crown reduce by 2-
2.5m (currently 12-13m tall). 

23/03/2020 

20200686 66 Charles Close, Wroxham 211 Atlas cedar – fell. 24/03/2020 

20200712 
The Cardinals Hat, Back Street, 
Reepham 

211 Birch closest to house: Removal and replacement planting 20/03/2020 

20200720 
The White House, 66 Spixworth Road, 
Old Catton 

211 
T1 sycamore and T2 horse chestnut - reduce branches 
overhanging neighbours’ garden to boundary.                                                                                 

31/03/2020 

20200738 95 Garrick Green, Old Catton TPO 

T1 sycamore - crown clean and reduce back from building to 
give clearance by up to 3m on selected branches.                     
T2, T5 and T7- sycamore - crown thin by 25% and raise to 5m.                  
T3 oak - crown clean.                                                                     
T4 oak - crown clean and raise crown to 5m.                                       

24/03/2020 

20200802 Oakapples, 12 Lower Street, Salhouse TPO 
T1 oak - reduce crown by approxy 2 m and thin regrowth 
sections by up to 15.1 (HT 12 m W 9.5m).                                 
T2 lime - reduce crown by approx 2 to 2.5m (HT 13.5m W 7.5m) 

27/03/2020 

20200803 
Top Barn, Broad Farm Upper Street, 
Salhouse 

TPO 
Leyland cypresses 8 to 9 m HT (13m) and 1 sycamore HT (10m) 
to be felled for site to be cleared after years of neglect for new 
landscaping. Note: fallen trees from storm will also be cleared 

27/03/2020 

20200810 16A Harvey Lane, Thorpe St Andrew 211 Lime - cut back to boundary edge of Plot 2. 02/04/2020 

20200819 46 Springfield Road, Taverham TPO T4 Lawson cypress and 2 x adjacent cypresses – remove. 02/04/2020 

20200821 
The Old Bank House Stables, 2 Burgh 
Road, Aylsham 

211 Sorbus – fell. 03/04/2020 

20200826 
Daisy Cottage, 11 Upper Street, 
Salhouse 

211 T1 silver birch - fell 09/04/2020 

20200831 63A Yarmouth Road, Thorpe St Andrew 211 
G1 elder – remove.                                                                                 
G2 & G3 yews – reduce southern and western crowns by 1m. 

13/04/2020 

20200832 
Finch Way, Beech Way, Cedar Way and 
Rose Walk, Brundall 

TPO 

T5 walnut - prune branch at 2m to east back to stem - branch 
encroaching into road.                                                                    
T29 sycamore, T61 grey poplar, T107 crack willow, T122 goat 
willow & T197 plum – fell.                                                                                     
T53 Lawson cypress & T70 grey poplar - dead – fell.                                                
T117 lime - re-coppice - partially windthrown.                                 
T177 weeping willow - crown lift to 2m to allow maintenance. 

13/04/2020       
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20200836 
The Orchards, 20 Norwich Road, 
Aylsham 

211 
T35 tulip - crown reduction from 27m to 24m in height and 10m 
to 7m in spread.  Reduce end loading of crossing and rubbing 
sub-dominant stem and the low limb to the east with weak union. 

21/03/2020 

20200844 127 Norwich Road, Wroxham 211 

T1 conifer, T2 & T3 grand pine - reduce height from 20m by 6m 
& reshape crown.                                                                              
T4 Scots pine: current height approx 25m, fell.                            
T5 conifer - reduce height from 15 m by 4.5m & reshape crown. 

21/04/2020 

20200850 
Ashwell House, 71 A Thunder Lane, 
Thorpe St Andrew 

TPO 
T1 beech - reduce lateral branches growing on the eastern 
portion of crown over road towards the overhead utilities back to 
parent branches by 'drop crotching' (a reduction of around 3-4m). 

16/04/2020 

20200856 
Drayton Woods, Drayton High Road, 
Drayton 

TPO 63 x lime - crown raise to 4 - 5m. 18/03/2020 

20200857 
Hillcrest, 25A South Avenue, Thorpe St 
Andrew 

211 
T1 holly, T2 silver birch and T3 spruce –fell.                                 
T4 Douglas fir reduce crown from 3m by 2.5m. 

14/04/2020 

20200858 6B Westbourne Road, Coltishall TPO 
Lime x14 - removal of low and damaged branches to facilitate 
use of back garden. 

16/04/2020 

20200866 305 Wroxham Road, Sprowston TPO T1 oak: remove as tree is failing. 16/04/2020 

20200876 
Land adjacent to 64 Lloyd Road / Scotch 
Hill Road, Taverham 

TPO 

T1 Scots pine - reduce crown by approx 2.5m to suitable pruning 
points.                                                                                                
A1 conifer/Scots pine, conifer and Scots pine x 4 – fell.             
T5 Scots pine - reduce crown by up to 3m to suitable pruning 
point.                                                                                               
G, T6, T7, T8, T9, h, T10, I, Scots pine & T12 conifer x 2 - fell. 

20/04/2020 

20200883 29 Drayton Lodge Park, Drayton TPO 

T1 beech - reduce branch ends on the south-east side of tree by 
3m to leave radius at 9m.                                                             
T2 beech - reduce radius on south-east by 4m to leave radius at 
10m on this side.                                                                                 
T3 beech - reduce lowest branch over fence by 2.5m to leave 
remaining branch at 9.5m to allow light to flower bed. 

21/04/2020 

20200888 5 Church Street, Old Catton 211 
T1 Scots pine - fell and replace with different species.                   
T2 ash - fell and replace in suitable location. 

21/04/2020 

20200903 Heydon Hall, The Street, Heydon 211 

T1 oak - reduce crown to 11m.                                                     
T2 & T4 oak - fell and replace.                                                             
T3 ash - fell and replace with oak.                                                   
T5 sycamore - fell and replace with hawthorn.                                   
T6 & T8 sycamore - fell and replace with wild cherry.                             
T7 elm – fell.                                                                                       

24/04/2020 

Explanatory Notes: 

1) App No is the unique Broadland District Council Planning Application number allocated to the application to carry out work and is the number by 
which progress of the application may be traced.  Any comment, objection, support or request for information should quote this number. 

2)  Address is the address to which the application for work relates.  In other words, it is the address where the trees for which the application is made 
are located.  

3) Cat (ie Category) denotes the type of application.  TPO = works to trees subject to a Tree Preservation Order; or 
                                                                             211 = Section 211 Notifications for Works to Trees Within Conservation Areas 

4)   Species / Requested Works is the species of the tree(s) concerned and details of the work proposed.  A reference such as T1, T2 or G1 may also 
appear and that is simply a reference to the tree(s) on the TPO, Conservation Order or simply on the application. 

5) Received is either the date on which the application was received by Broadland District Council or the actual decision. 

6) This list is not intended to be a definitive list of all the relevant details.  The reader should always refer to the specific application on the Broadland 
District Council “Planning Explorer” at https://secure.broadland.gov.uk/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/GeneralSearch.aspx to view the application or 
read the Council’s decision. 

 

Keep Your Distance 
 

Stay Safe 


