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 Our Woodlands are for Trees 
… not for Leisure Parks 

 
UITE a few years ago now Center Parcs began acquiring 
large areas of forest and woodland to turn them into 
holiday villages.  It was seen as a lovely idea by many, 

although the more cynical among us feared that the mix of 
holiday-makers and precious trees would result in increased 
environmental loss. 

Following the “success” of 
Center Parcs (and other similar 
businesses), there has been a 
growing trend for more such 
centres to be created. 

For many years caravan parks have been 
created among trees but now the trend appears 
to be for holiday “pods” where people enjoy 
being squeezed in like peas! 

Of course, it’s not just the pods (are they a 
modern version of the cells … er … chalets that 
Billy Butlin earned so much from?).  No.  One 
has to also consider the ancillary facilities that 
such things require … and they are extensive. 

These awful monstrosities appear to be 
popping up wherever you go.  Basically, 
wherever there are trees. 

Of course, the developers of such sites 
make very “convincing” cases for obtaining the 
necessary permission for them.  They will 
encourage an appreciation of our precious 
environment.  They will provide a place of peace 
and tranquility. 

Yes, but the first thing the developers do is 
remove half of the trees to make room for their 
pods or caravans and ancillary buildings.  They 
don’t really give a damn about the environment 
but simply wish to make as much money as they 
possibly can. 

Now, this isn’t your Co-ordinator having a 
go at planners.  Having worked in a County 
Planning Department for six years I know only 
too well how difficult it is to deal with such 
applications. 

No.  I blame society.  What are we doing to 
change these views?  What are we doing to 
change what is acceptable and, more 
importantly, what is unacceptable?  Believe me, 
if young footballer Marcus Rashford can change 
the mind of our Prime minister and his 
government then all we have to do is stand up 
and be counted!! 

We have to change society’s attitude 
towards trees, woodland and forests.  We 
simply cannot continue to abuse them in the 
way we are.  So come on.  Let’s do something 
about it. 

Yes, I’m sure that people will justify the 
creation of such centres by claiming that it will 
help business and our economy but do we 
believe that is why they are making the 
investment?  No, of course we don’t!! 

As much as I don’t like it, I have learned that 
I must accept the fact that so much of our 
precious land is to be put under bricks and 
mortar for housing.  There is a national need for 
houses … although I don’t believe we are 
building the right type of housing. 

However, holiday centres are only used for 
a limited time each year and are not really 
“essential” 

There is one indisputable fact in all of this.  
Something that nobody can argue against. 

At the end of the day, when man has 

messed up to the extent that Homo sapiens has 
joined the list of extinct species (a list that he 
mainly created) what will still be here? 

The buildings we created will decay but 
trees will continue to grow.  Woodland and 
forests will form again.  If you question that then 
just consider how they survived and evolved 
following the end of the dinosaurs, the last Ice 
Age … and not forgetting Noah’s flood. 

No, we don’t need these awful things. The 
sooner we stop creating them the better.  Our 
Woodlands are for Trees, not for Leisure Parks. 
 

EGRETFULLY, it’s not only 
the leisure industry that 
threatens our trees and 

woodlands. 

You may remember that last summer, 
Norwich City Council’s planning committee 
rejected the Norwich School’s plans to build a 
new dining room, kitchen block and teaching 
facilities at its Bishop’s Palace Lawn site at 
Norwich Cathedral, despite planning officers 
recommending the application be approved. 

The decision hinged on 12 trees which 
would be felled, including a 35-metre London 
plane, which is estimated to be between 150 
and 200 years old and is protected by a Tree 
Preservation Order. 

Those 12 trees would still be felled, but the 
new proposal includes more soft landscaping 
and tree planting within the site, the school 

says. It includes 21 replacement and new 
trees within the application site, including two 
large ones, 62 new trees in the immediate 
Cathedral precinct and within City Centre 
Conservation Area and 688 trees and 130 
young saplings which had already been 
proposed off-site. 

Documents submitted as part of the 
application say they have explored keeping or 
relocating the London plane, but neither option 
was feasible. 

So am I to draw the conclusion that they will 
only consider planting trees if they are able to 
get rid of those that they consider to be “in the 
way”, one of which may be 200 years old? 

I urge Norwich City Council to reject this 
application as originally the applicant wished to 
remove 12 tress and under this revised 
application they still wish to remove 12 trees. 

What’s changed? 
 

 WAS so pleased to learn that 
many local authorities, parks and 
visitor attractions have now 

banned the use of disposable 
BBQ’s following my comments in 
last month’s Broadsheet. 

Well, surely I can be excused for believing it 
was because of my comments???? 

Anyway, the next stage is to do something 
about the morons who see no problem in lighting 
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a BBQ in a dry woodland and then compounding 
their stupidity by carelessly leaving the thing, still 
alight, where they used it.  
 

UROPE’S appalling attitude 
toward tress and conserv-
ation was highlighted last 

month when it was revealed that 
there has been a large increase in 
the number of trees felled and 
removed from European forests.  

Satellite images suggest that the forest area 
harvested each year between 2016 and 2018 
was 49% than the area harvested each year 
between 2011 and 2015. 

Grégory Duveiller at the European 
Commission Joint Research Centre in Italy and 
his colleagues analysed satellite data that 
measured the amount of forest cover and area 
of trees cut between 2004 and 2018 across 26 
European Union countries. 

The satellite imagery came from the Global 
Forest Change database, which includes all 
vegetation greater than five metres high. 

The team combined the satellite data with 
estimates of forest biomass to quantify the 
amount of wood harvested. “From above, you 
see forest and non-forest,” says Duveiller. “You 
don’t see how tall the [harvested] trees are.” 

According to the researchers’ estimates, 
between 2016 and 2018, the annual levels of 
harvested forest biomass were 69% higher than 
in the preceding five years. 

A rise in tree removal was particularly 
marked in Sweden and Finland, which 
accounted for more than half of the total 
observed increase in harvested area. These 
countries have historically large forestry-related 
industries and also have areas of forest used for 
fuel production that have reached harvest 
maturity, says Duveiller. 

Another possible explanation for the surge 
in harvesting is an increase in demand for wood-
based products. “There are several drivers that 
are possible but a causal connection is difficult 
to prove and quantify,” says Duveiller. 

“We cannot really jump to conclusions 
directly about implications for greenhouse 
gases right now,” says Duveiller, because 
forests in Europe are also expanding. It is 
currently difficult to quantify the rate of that 
growth to determine whether it offsets the losses 
from harvesting, he says. 

If the harvesting continues at similar rates, 
the team suggests that in order to reach climate 
neutrality by 2050, additional emissions 
reductions in other areas would be needed to 
compensate for the carbon losses from forests. 

 

 DON’T know why I continue to 
be surprised and alarmed at 
news that Brazil’s deforestation 

of the Amazon is not only continu-
ing, but is actually increasing. 
 Deforestation in the Brazilian Amazon 
rainforest hit a monthly record of 1,034.4km² in 
June, the Brazilian government reported. 
 The National Institute for Space Research 
(INPE) at the Ministry of Science, Technology 
and Innovation revealed in a report early in July 
that deforestation in June was 10.6% higher 
than in the same month of 2019 and 24.31% 
higher than May this year. 

According to the report, the world’s largest 
rainforest witnessed 2,248 fires in June, the 
highest level for the month of June in 13 years.  
Additionally, areas totalling 3,069.57 km² were 
deforested in the first half of the year, an 

increase of 25% compared to the same period 
in 2019. 

The figures came at a time when the 
Brazilian government is receiving harsh criticism 
from the international community for its alleged 
lack of commitment in combating the destruction 
of the Amazon. 

Early in July, Vice President Hamilton 
Mourao led a meeting with a group of 
international investors, who publicly expressed 
their disagreement with the country’s 
environmental policy.  The official stated that 
investors had demanded environmental policies 
that produced results, and he promised a 
stronger effort from the government in reducing 
high rates of deforestation. 

Deforestation in the region has soared since 
President Jair Bolsonaro took office last year, 
according to conservation groups.  He has 
argued that more farming and mining in 
protected areas of the forest were the only way 
to lift the region out of poverty. 

Bolsonaro’s environmental policies have 
been widely condemned but he has rejected the 
criticism, saying Brazil remains an example for 
conservation. 

 

HEFFIELD City Council’s 
announcement on the halting 
of healthy tree felling is a 

well-earned victory for democracy 
and the residents of Sheffield who 
fought so hard and at personal cost 
to protect their city’s trees. 

It cost a city more than 5,000 of its trees, but 
an agreement announced by Sheffield City 
Council means there is finally the prospect of 
meaningful reconciliation after eight years of 
tension over the mass felling of healthy street 
trees, that led to public outcry, a government 
investigation and dozens of arrests. 

You will have read a series of articles in 
Broadsheet reporting the half of Sheffield’s 
street trees were marked for felling under 
Streets Ahead, a controversial £2.2 billion road 
maintenance programme between Sheffield 
Council and its contractor AMEY.  Thousands of 
mature trees will now be saved as a result, 
including 20 healthy First World War memorial 
trees on Western Road and 120 year old 
Chelsea Road Elm. 

The dawn fellings and opposition of city 
residents attracted criticism of the council and 
its contractor Amey from conservationists, 
celebrities and politicians including then 
Environment Secretary Michael Gove who 
accused Sheffield City Council of "environ-
mental vandalism" and promised to do "anything 
required" to end its controversial tree-felling 
programme. 

It is therefore quite remarkable to see that 
from 15 July the city now has one of the most 
robust and transparent approaches for street 
tree management, and one the Woodland Trust, 
among others, is hoping other councils will look 
to follow. 

The progress was reached by all sides 
negotiating over seven months. Led by Sheffield 
and Rotherham Wildlife Trust; representatives 
of STAG (Sheffield Tree Action Groups) the 
Woodland Trust and various subject experts 
took part in a programme of workshops to reach 
an agreement with Sheffield City Council and its 
contractor Amey. 

Joseph Coles, urban lead of the Woodland 
Trust who sat on the panel drawing up the new 
plan for Sheffield, said “This is a well-earned 
victory for democracy, and the residents of 
Sheffield who fought so hard and at personal 
cost to protect their city’s trees. With the help of 

local and national charities, there is now a 
robust way of working that will involve consult-
ation to avoid indiscriminate felling of healthy 
trees. We are waking up to a climate crisis. We 
need more trees, now, and we need to retain the 
ones we have wherever it’s safe to do so. 

“This is not the end of the story, we know 
that tensions still exist. The real measure of 
success will be achieving the vision for a 
greener, more collaborative Sheffield. The 
outcome of the Sheffield saga has far reaching 
consequences and that was always one of the 
driving forces for residents taking action, chang-
ing the system alongside their own battle. I 
would also like to recognise Liz Ballard CEO of 
the Sheffield and Rotherham Wildlife Trust in 
particular, for establishing and leading such an 
innovative approach to collaboration to get us 
here. 

“Sheffield was the start of a debate that has 
led to serious reform: the England Tree 
Strategy, manifesto pledges to consult on tree 
felling, commitments to increase canopy cover, 
a £10million fund for urban trees, with more to 
come. 

“This week is also going to be important for 
street trees as conservative backbencher Chris 
Clarkson MP is bringing a ‘street tree bill’ for its 
second reading, aligned to the manifesto pledge 
for trees on all new streets. 

“If the Government has a tree strategy, and 
will require councils to have a tree strategy, this 
one is the exemplar for how they should be 
developed in partnership with all stakeholders, 
including protesters and campaigners who can 
be a force for good. That will be Sheffield’s 
positive legacy.” 

Clive Anderson, barrister, broadcaster and 
president of the Woodland Trust, said: “How 
good to hear that the long running saga of 
Sheffield and its street trees may yet have a 
happy ending after all. 

“We need all the trees we can get, and all 
the mature street trees we can hang on to. Well 
done to the people of Sheffield and the 
campaign groups who have taken to the street 
trees and spoken out and campaigned on their 
behalf. Your voices have been heard. And well 
done to Sheffield Council for listening, at last. I 
hope the people and the local authorities in 
other cities and towns up and down the country 
have listened and learned as well.” 

Let us not forget that people were 
imprisoned for objecting to that felling.  
Broadsheet trusts that they will be given a 
complete pardon … and maybe compensation? 
 

IVE grey squirrels were found 
dead by dog walker in 
woodland near Carnforth in 

Lancashire as calls are made for 
ban on culling. 

The Lancashire Post reported that a dog 
walker made the grisly discovery alongside 
some traps nearby whilst out walking in Hyning 
Scout Wood in Warton on 1 July. 

The Woodland Trust, which manages 
Hyning Scout Wood, said its grey squirrel 
management was conducted by external 
independent contractors and is part of a wider 
project to recolonise the area with red squirrels, 
but it apologised for any distress caused to 
visitors and is now investigating the circum-
stances. 

Natalia Doran from Urban Squirrels, a 
licensed grey squirrel rescue and advocacy 
group, said that she was opposed to the culling 
of grey squirrels, and points out that the native 
red squirrels are not an endangered species. 

She said: "Opponents of culls point out that 
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red squirrels are not an endangered species, 
their demise in the UK is due to a number of 
factors, the main of which is habitat destruction. 

"Grey squirrels, though an introduced 
species, are far more adaptable than their red 
cousins, and can therefore cope much better 
with the conditions of deforestation that exist in 
this country today.  So should we kill grey 
squirrels, who have simply won the game of the 
survival of the fittest and continue to artificially 
maintain red squirrels (themselves products of 
recent introductions from Scandinavia), simply 
because we think that the reds are cuter? 

"Why not let nature take its course and 
choose the right animal?  Grey squirrels do 
enjoy a rather ambivalent reputation in this 
country.  Some people adore the intelligent agile 
creatures and are endlessly entertained by their 
antics, others resent their non-native status, but 
whatever your opinion of grey squirrels might 
be, you are unlikely to appreciate the sight of an 
impromptu morgue in a popular beauty spot." 

Animal protection enthusiasts are therefore 
calling on the Woodland Trust to stop the cruel 
culling of grey squirrels. 

"All the more so because it is a pointless 
process anyway. The ultimate in digging holes 
and filling them up again.  Research shows that 
grey squirrel population re-establishes itself in a 
matter of weeks, through breeding as well as 
migration." 

A spokesperson for the Woodland Trust 
said: “We do have management of grey 
squirrels on going at Hyning Scout Wood, 
undertaken by external independent con-
tractors, in the woodland as part of a large 
landscape scale project within the Arnside and 
Silverdale Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, 
a project started in 2015 to encourage the 
spread and re-colonisation of our native red 
squirrels into the concentration of ancient 
woodlands within the Arnside area. 

"This project aims to extend the range of the 
red squirrels from South Cumbria which has 
been lost or much reduced with the expansion 
of the grey squirrel population. 

“We set strict guidelines as to how and when 
this management takes place which includes 
removing carcasses and are investigating 
whether the recent management of squirrels at 
Hyning Scout by the contractors has fallen 
below these standards. If it has, we will be taking 
action. We apologise for any harm or distress 
this may have caused visitors to our woodland. 

“Woodland Trust policies are predominantly 
aimed at mitigating against the impact of the 
grey squirrel, rather than complete eradication. 

"In red squirrel areas we work with local 
projects and people as well larger groups such 
as Red Squirrels Northern England and the UK 
Squirrel Accord.” 

You all know my opinion on this appalling 
situation where Homo sapiens believes that he 
(or she in many cases) has the right to decide 
which species can live and which should be 
exterminated.  What right can we possibly have 
to kill creatures that are here because of our 
past arrogant mistakes? 

 

HILST the response to my 
requests for your tree 
planting requirements was 

nothing short of outstanding, 
several of you simply asked me to 
reserve a sum for you. 

That was fine as it allowed me to confirm to 
Broadland District Council that we would indeed 
spend the entire £5,000.  However, I received 
more requests than I was able to accept and 
therefore any money that is not eventually spent 

will be grossly unfair to those whose requests 
were denied. 

As a result I’m afraid that I have to ask you 
to confirm your requirements by the end of this 
month at the very latest.  I can then send the 
requirements to Jamie Henry and he can, in 
turn, place the orders with the nursery. 

One thing that you won’t like is the fact that, 
after having arranged your requirements for the 
last couple of years, I will not be able to satisfy 
last minute requests or amendments.  So, 
please give this adequate consideration and the 
exercise will be successful. 

I thank you in advance for your co-
operation. 
 

T was most disappointing to read 
on the BBC News website that 
the world famous, 1,000 year old 

Major Oak in Sherwood Forest has 
been damaged by “tree climbers”. 

The tree, reputedly used as a hideout by 
Robin Hood, has had a three-foot-long section 
of bark broken off by people climbing it. 

The Major Oak has been fenced off since 
the 1970s to protect it. 

The RSPB said the damage was "heart-
breaking... especially at a time when nature had 
been providing solace during lockdown". 

Fibreglass used to protect the tree's hollow 
trunk was also damaged, the charity said. 

Gemma Howarth, site manager at 
Sherwood, said: "The Major Oak is a massively 
important part of our national heritage both in 
terms of our natural world and the Robin Hood 
legend which brings so many people to 
Sherwood from around the world. 

"The vast majority of people who visit the 
area want to come and see the Major Oak." 

I know what I would do to the morons that 
damaged this tree … but I dare not print it here!! 

 

ANGERS have launched a 
mammoth project to restore 
a threatened area of “lost” 

Sussex woods the size of the Isle of 
Wight. 

The Woodland Trust says a 400 km² area of 
woods stretching from Pulborough to Lewes is 
in poor condition after decades of felling.  So its 
Lost Woods of the Low Weald and Downs 
project aims to restore these forests to their 
former glory by encouraging landowners to 
improve the condition of the woods and create 
new habitat. 

The project aims to ensure that everyone in 
Sussex has access to woods, said project 
manager Ed Goodall.  “This is very much an 
area that has been forgotten from an ecological 

point of view, where tree cover has been 
chipped away over time,” he said. 

“The woods have the ability to be a home 
and important sanctuary to much more wildlife 
than they currently support if they are looked 
after in the right way, making sure we are doing 
our bit in Sussex to combat the global ecological 
crisis. 

“It’s in desperate need of this project to 
stimulate conservation work and raise the profile 
of this area.  Its importance as a corridor 
between these amazing landscapes will be 
hugely beneficial. 

“We aim to inspire landowners and 
communities by the nature that is on their 
doorstep.  By interacting with it responsibly, 
people will have learned new skills and 
understood the importance of making space for 
nature.” 

The Woodland Trust says the area is now 
dominated by agriculture.  Remaining woods 
are often small and in poor condition, battered 
by a combination of disease, invasive species, 
and poor management which fails to prioritise 
the ecological benefits of forests. 

So the project focuses on increasing the 
size of these fragmented sites and eventually 
reconnecting them so wildlife can thrive and 
move throughout Sussex.  Rangers also plan to 
painstakingly record every ancient, veteran, and 
notable tree in the area. 

Sussex Wildlife Trust chief executive Tor 
Lawrence said the project will be valuable in 
terms of the impact on the environment and 
human health. 

“A strong Sussex network of healthy 
woodlands is vital going forwards and we are 
thrilled to be part of such an innovative project 
connecting our woodlands and bringing people 
to their local woodlands,” she said. 

“”The importance of woodlands and trees 
has never had so much recognition, from wildlife 
value, their role in flood reduction, carbon 
sequestration and physical and mental 
wellbeing.” 

The project has been kick-started with a 
£347,000 National Lottery grant. It plans to 
apply for another £1.9 million at a later date. 

Action in Rural Sussex and the Small 
Woods Association are also partners in the 
project. 

 

INALLY this month I want to 
remind you that I shall be 
conducting an “inaugural 

training” session for new Tree 
Warden and existing ones who 
wish to have a refresher. 

The training will be at 19:30 on Tuesday 4 
August.  The training will be delivered via 
Microsoft Teams which is very similar to Zoon 
but doesn’t carry the probative subscription 
rates. 

Yes, I know you can have Zoom sessions 
free of charge, but they only last for 40 minutes.  
Therefore I have opted for Microsoft Teams and 
have set up a Broadland Tree Warden Network 
team. 

I suggest that you all register with the Team 
as soon as possible at 
https://teams.microsoft.com/join/xf0enry1zaj2 
because all future training and our AGM will be 
held using this medium.  Just follow the 
instructions.  It’s ever so simple.  Indeed, even 
Crootie managed to do it on his coal powered 
compoota. 

 Have a great August 

  John Fleetwood
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RIP Dear Old Friend 
An obituary written by John Fleetwood 

 

RIDAY 24 July 2020 saw the passing of a much loved old friend of mine.  One that will be 
sadly missed.  It was a very sad day and many of my fellow Brundall residents shared my 
grief but, as in so many cases, perhaps the release from the slow decay of old age was a 

blessing and we can remember our old friend in the proud, vigorous glory we had become 
accustomed to and, indeed, had grown to love so much. 

My dear old friend had several 
names over the years.  Perhaps the 
most well-known was the “Old 
Beams Robinia” or the “Lavender 
House Robinia” 

In those final decaying months though, the 
tree didn’t really have a name as the 
establishment outside which it stood struggled 
to get going. 

Yes.  That’s right.  My dear old friend was a 
tree but not just any old tree.  It was a real 
Brundall landmark and there is absolutely 
nothing wrong with feeling the loss of a 
wonderful old friend. 

That building that the Robinia adorned 
dates from the seventeenth century and has 
retained its thatched roof and old world 
character.  It was, as far back as the early 
seventeen hundreds, Braydeston “White 
Horse”, the village pub.  It actually stood in the 
parish of Braydeston which has now been 
absorbed into Brundall. 

Many people passed the tree nearly every 
day but many failed to notice one of the oldest 
trees in the village sitting on the right hand side 
of the building.  Yes it was a withered thing, not 
that big and therefore probably not that old.  Oh 
how wrong can you be! 

That wonderful Robinia pseudoacacia (also 
known as false acacia or locust tree) was 270 
years old.  Now we have several older trees than 
that in Brundall.  Indeed, as I look out of my 
office window while I write this I can see a truly 
magnificent pedunculate oak Quercus robur that 
is 350 years old and is one of several such trees 
that mark the old parish boundary between 
Brundall and Braydeston. 

Robinia is like yew Taxus spp when it comes 
to estimating the age, often being considerably 
older than they appear.  However, an eminent 
botanist from Kew Garden visited the Old 
Beams restaurant some years ago and was 
really taken with the Robinia.  It was he who 
aged the tree for us and who am I to argue with 
him? 

So the tree started life back in around 1750, 
during the reign of George II.  Henry Pelham 
was Prime Minister and it was a few years after 
the Jacobites were destroyed by Cumberland at 
Culloden.  The composer J S Bach died in 1750 
and it was 26 years before the American 
Declaration of Independence. 

I wonder just how many of those events, 
which today we class as important historical 
dates, really mad any difference to the people of 
Brundall at that time.  How long did it take for the 
news to actually reach them? 

The population of Brundall and Braydeston 
in 1750 is not known as the first census was not 

until 1801 when Brundall had just 39 residents.  
No figures are available for Braydeston until 
1811 when they counted 108.  That makes a 
total population of just 147 compared with the 
latest available figure of 6,153 in December 
2019!! 

The Robinia is native of the Appalachian 
Mountains in North America, although it has 
since run wild from southern Canada to 
California.  British colonists at Jamestown 
discovered the species in 1607 and it was 
introduced into Britain in 1636. 

It enjoyed a brief period of popularity but 
was then forgotten until about 1820 when 
William Cobbett began importing saplings from 
the USA, proclaiming that the timber would 
become more popular than oak.  Although there 
was an immediate response and Cobbett sold 
over a million trees, the popularity was short-
lived. 

The wood is particularly strong, resistant to 
rot and very heavy and was originally imported 
to Britain for ship-building.  It is brown, well-
grained and lasts longer than oak when used as 
a fence post. 

Robinia often appears in poetry because 
nightingales liked to sing from Robinia trees and 
it is thought that nightingales nested in them 
because the thorns protected them from their 
enemies.  Could it be that the nightingale that 
sang in Berkeley Square in the famous song 
was sitting in a Robinia? 

Returning to the time when my dear old, 

departed friend started life I ask you to picture 
Brundall.  Rural England.  No A47 in those days.  
MacDonalds were a warring bunch of people 
wearing skirts the other side of Hadrian’s Wall. 

A thatched pub serving a small village along 
a muddy track.  We can take the average house-
hold as being a mother, father and three 
surviving children at that time.  The children 
were too young to visit the pub and, of course, 
women didn’t go there either.  That leaves just 
20% of the population, 29 men, who may have 
been customers at the White Horse, 
Braydeston, as it was at the time. 

Of those 29 men, some would never 
frequent such a place so let’s say that the pub 
had, at most, 20 customers. 

So, a traditional pub, log fire, tankards of the 
local brew and, at most, 20 customers, the 
greater majority of whom probably never 
travelled more than ten miles from Brundall or 
Braydeston in their whole lives … and someone 
plants this North American tree outside!  Why?  
It’s totally inexplicable!! 

Of course, we shall never know the true 
answer to that and perhaps that is why history is 
so fascinating.  You can get most of the facts but 
every now and again you have to use your 
imagination.  Perhaps it’s a bit like people 
planting the dreaded leylandii today. 

Several years ago when writing a collection 
of leaflets about the trees in Brundall (a 
collection that was subsequently published by 
the Brundall Local History Group as a book 
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entitled “trees of Brundall and Braydeston and 
the Stories Surrounding Them” available from 
all good booksellers … or the library of you can’t 
afford a fiver!) I wrote the following about my 
dear departed friend. 

“ … perhaps we should begin to consider 
what it would be like to lose it.  I believe it will 
have a great effect on the character of the 
building should it disappear.  When it eventually 
goes, will a replacement be panted?  Can it be 
replaced?  How do you suddenly replace a 
quarter of a century of village history.  How 
many people have walked past it in the quarter 

of a century?  Would it be 500,000?  A million 
maybe? 

On the morning of Friday 24 July 2020 when 
the chainsaws started and the Robinia’s reign 
was ended, my ‘phone hardly stopped ringing 
with local people wishing to know why it was 
being removed. 

One of the callers, the chair of the local 
history group shared my feelings and suggested 
that it would have been appropriate for the 
owners to have given the village some 
advanced warning of the event.  Maybe we 
could have given our old friend a proper funeral. 

That’s why this silly old man will be 
attempting to have some kind of memorial 
erected to the remaining stump of the tree.  
Maybe “a wonderful ancient Robinia once stood 
here”. 

Perhaps people should realise that veteran 
trees are greatly valued by some of us and we 
are greatly concerned when they are removed.  
How sensible and caring it would be, therefore, 
if several days’ prior notice was given to the 
community when such tragic events take place. 

Goodbye old friend.  Rest in peace.  You will 
be sadly missed. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Brussels Thwarts Government's 
Effort to Halt Spread of Tree Disease 

 
An article by Valerie Elliott published on www.telegraph.co.uk/ 

 
 

RUSSELS has blocked the UK from introducing tough new import controls to protect 
oaks and other favourite trees and shrubs from a devastating plant disease.  In April, the 
government announced a ban on the import of coffee plants and myrtle leaf milkwort, a 

popular indoor plant, and strict new rules on olive, rosemary, lavender, almond and oleander 
which can carry Xylella fastidiosa, a disease that has wreaked havoc on the continent.

It has already wiped out olive 
groves in southern Italy, but it can 
also attack 520 species of popular 
British plants.  It would also force 
the destruction of all plants within 
100 metres of an outbreak and 
would restrict trade within a 5km 
radius for a period of five years. 

However, the EU has thwarted the Govern-
ment efforts to keep the disease out, claiming 
the new controls are disproportionate and 
without scientific justification. 

The new row with Brussels has gone largely 
unnoticed during the pandemic but many in the 
horticulture world are furious after EU Health 
Commissioner, Stella Kyriakides ordered the 
UK to repeal the new controls which she said 
were in contravention of EU plant health 
regulations. 

She informed the UK “these new 
material measures go beyond the 
existing requirements and are not 
supported by the most recent scientific 
justification and are disproportionate.” 

It is believed the EU stance follows 
complaints from EU suppliers about the 
tough new rules required by the UK. 

In particular the government had 
insisted that all Xylella host plants being 
exported to Britain could only be 
sourced from areas in a 200m radius 
that had been free of the disease for at 
least one year. 

 Any plant exports to the UK should 
also be certified that official tests had 
taken place to prove the disease free 
status. 

The Department for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs, while unhappy 
about the decision, has been forced to 

cave in.  Ministers, unable to insist on new 
controls abroad, have decided therefore to 
increase surveillance here and inspect every 
high risk imported plant. 

Lord Gardiner, Horticulture Minister, in a 
Parliamentary debate last week, said the 
government disagreed with the EU and the 
position was being kept under review. 

“The biosecurity threat from Xylella 
fastidiosa remains and the reason for 
introducing national measures has not 
changed.” 

However, the stand-off has infuriated Lord 
Framlingham, a former Tory MP and 
arboriculturist, who said: “It is quite outrageous 
for the EU Commission to bully us in this way. 
How dare they do this when we are about to 
leave them anyway? We are an island nation 
and we need to take control of our imports. 

“We wanted to take steps to protect our 
trees and plants but the government has been 

stopped by the EU. It is ridiculous. I can’t believe 
the government is as impotent as this. We must 
try and overturn it. The threat to our trees is too 
great.” 

The disease spread by the common 
froghopper - also known as spittlebug - has 
been found in France, Italy, Spain and Portugal 
and in trade plants in Germany and Belgium. 

Only last week,  infected plants were found 
at the port of Castellan, Spain, which prompted 
Nicola Spence, the Government’s Chief  Plant 
Health Officer, to post on Twitter: “This is why 
the EU needs stringent controls for Xylella.“ 

She also posted a photograph of a lavender 
plant on sale at Marks and Spencer in Beverley, 
commenting: “Great to see British grown 
lavender. Grown in Sussex no real need to 
import Xylella.” 

Dr Gerard Clover, Royal Horticultural 
Society plant health adviser, said: “We 
supported the Government’s wish to introduce 

new controls but while they are no longer 
possible we would encourage gardeners 
to source UK plants from UK nurseries.” 

Once a plant is infected with the 
bacterium it prevents water travelling to 
roots and leaves, causing wilting and die 
back. 

Prof Nicola Spence said: “We will 
continue to thoroughly inspect plants 
which are imported to the UK and 
encourage the horticulture industry to 
remain vigilant to any risks.” 

Defra confirmed that while the 
government has retained the new import 
controls the tough measures to protect 
the country from Xylella cannot be 
legally enforced. 

However, from 1 January next year 
the UK will introduce new regulations for 
imports of plant and plant products from 
the EU. 
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How Oak Trees Evolved to Rule the 
Forests of the Northern Hemisphere 

 
An article by Andrew L Hipp, Paul S Manos and Jeannine Cavender-Bares 

published on www.scientificamerican.com 

 
F you were dropped into virtually any region of North America 56 million years ago, you 
probably would not recognize where you had landed. Back then, at the dawn of the Eocene 
epoch, the earth was warmer and wetter than it is today. A sea had just closed up in the 

middle of the Great Plains, and the Rocky Mountains had not yet attained their full height.  

The continent's plant and animal 
communities were dramatically 
different. In the Canadian High 
Arctic, which today harbours 
relatively few tundra plant species, 
year-round temperatures above 
freezing nurtured a rich and diverse 
flora; Ellesmere Island in far 
northern Canada, across from the 
north-western coast of Greenland, 
was home to alligators and giant 
tortoises.  

What is now the south-eastern US was 
dominated by tropical rain forest, complete with 
primates. The north-eastern US, for its part, 
ranged from broadleaved (as opposed to 
needle-leaved) evergreen forest to deciduous 
forests of ginkgo, viburnum, birch and elm, 
among other species. The deciduous broad-
leaved forests that now cover 11% of North 
America north of Mexico were in their infancy, 
but that was about to change, with the spread 
and extraordinary diversification of what would 
eventually become some of the most 
ecologically and economically significant woody 
plants in the world: the acorn-bearing, wind-
pollinated trees we call oaks. 

Over the course of some 56 million years, 
oaks, which all belong to the genus Quercus, 
evolved from a single undifferentiated 
population into the roughly 435 species found 
today on five continents, ranging from Canada 
to Colombia and from Norway to Borneo. Oaks 
are keystone species, foundational to the 
functioning of the forests they form across the 
Northern Hemisphere. They foster diversity of 
organisms across the tree of life, from fungi to 
wasps, birds and mammals. They help clean the 
air, sequestering carbon dioxide and absorbing 
atmospheric pollutants and they have shaped 
human culture, feeding us with their acorns and 
providing wood to build our homes, furniture and 
ships. Indeed, oaks have proved so valuable to 
people that we have immortalised them in 
legends and myths for centuries. 

Oaks are especially prominent in the 
Americas. Approximately 60% of all Quercus 
species live here. This astounding variety, along 
with the fact that the oaks in this region account 
for more forest tree biomass than any other 
woody plant genus in North America and 
Mexico, makes them the single most important 
group of trees in the continent's forests. To 
understand forests, then—their biodiversity, 
food webs and contributions to human well-
being—one must understand how oaks came to 
rule them.  

For decades scientists could only speculate 
about much of the evolutionary history of oaks 
because of gaps in their fossil record and 
limitations of the biomolecular techniques used 
to infer evolutionary events from the DNA of 
living organisms. However, recent advances in 
genome sequencing and analysis have allowed 
us and our colleagues to reconstruct a detailed 
picture of the origin, diversification and dispersal 
of oaks. It is a remarkable evolutionary success 
story, one that will have important implications 
for predicting how these essential trees will fare 
in the face of climate change and for developing 
management plans to ensure their survival. 

The differences between major groups of 
oaks are readily apparent to even a casual 
observer. In the Americas, oaks are dominated 
by two evolutionary lineages that you may 
already know. One of these, the red oak group, 
is composed of species with bristle-tipped 
leaves. In most red oak group species, pollen 
takes a full year from the time it lands on the 
female flower to fertilise the seed, so that 
acorns, the fruits of these trees, pollinated in one 
year only ripen in the next.  

Species in the other major lineage, the white 
oak group, have no bristles on their leaves, and 
the leaves generally contain more soil-enriching 
nutrients when they fall than those of red oaks 
do. In addition, white oak acorns almost all ripen 
the same year they are pollinated, sometimes 
germinating before they even fall. Grey squirrels 
preferentially cache red oak acorns to eat at a 
later date because they are less likely than white 
oak acorns to go bad before the squirrels can 
get back to them. 

White oaks are also able to efficiently plug 
the water-conducting, tube-like cells called 
vessels in their wood with tyloses, balloon-like 
structures that seal the vessels as a barrier 
against deadly fungal diseases such as oak wilt. 
Red oaks are slower and sloppy in their 
defence. Consequently, white oaks have long 
served as wood for ships and wine barrels 
because the plugged vessels of the white oak 
species hold water more effectively than those 
of the red oaks. Chewing insects recognize the 
differences between red and white oaks, and 
most are adapted to favour either one or the 
other of these two groups. Even mycorrhizal 
fungi, which connect plant roots to soil nutrients, 
appear to recognize the differences between the 
two types of oaks: many favour symbiotic 
relationships with species in one lineage over 
the other. 

When we get to the species level, however, 
closely related oaks are often difficult to tell 
apart. The variation within species, the result of 
both plastic responses of the trees to their 
environment and genetic variation between 

individuals, often appears to be as great as the 
variation between species. Furthermore, oaks 
hybridize commonly within their group, be it the 
white or red lineages or any of the six other 
major lineages of oaks worldwide. These two 
factors, high variation within species and 
ongoing hybridization between species, 
complicate classification. 

Hybridization can also make it difficult to 
reconstruct the evolutionary history of oaks 
using traditional biomolecular techniques, which 
involve sequencing one or a few genes, 
because individual genes often trace different 
histories. Moreover, a single oak species may 
have hybridized with numerous different 
species, so that different genes record different 
aspects of this history across the geographical 
range of the species. The oak genome is thus a 
mosaic shaped by speciation and hybridization. 
The sequences of only one or a few genes 
cannot reveal the full history of speciation in 
oaks. 

Two decades ago researchers had only the 
sequences of DNA from chloroplasts, the cell 
organelles that carry out photosynthesis, and a 
few nuclear genes to go on. It was enough to 
discern the overall branching structure of the 
oak tree of life, but we could not see the 
arrangement of its endmost branches. In 2008 
the three of us realised that new molecular 
techniques we were already using to study 
hybridization and the limits of species in the red 
oak group might also enable us to infer oak 
evolutionary history.  

Since then, we, in collaboration with 
colleagues around the world, have employed an 
approach called restriction-site associated DNA 
sequencing to read short regions of DNA from 
across the genome. We analyse these data 
using statistical methods that reconstruct the 
order in which species have branched from 
common ancestors and which ones have 
hybridized since that divergence. By marrying 
these analyses to fossil data, we can estimate 
the maximum ages of key events in oak evo-
lutionary history. Despite the complex genetic 
history of oaks, we have been able to deduce 
much of the history of speciation in this group 
going back to the root of the oak tree of life. 

We may never know precisely when or 
where the very first oaks arose, but roughly 56 
million years ago a population of oaks growing 
near what is now Salzburg, Austria, left in the 
mud a bit of the massive amount of pollen they 
produced each spring. These pollen grains, 
which are shaped like a rugby ball with three 
grooves running lengthwise and with surface 
textures that vary by lineage, are the earliest 
unambiguous fossil evidence of oaks on record. 

Throughout the early Eocene, land bridges 
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spanning the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans 
connected North America and Eurasia. Plants 
and animals freely crossed between the two 
continents. Oaks were most likely part of a vast 
forest that spread across the continents of North 
America, Europe and Asia. This makes it difficult 
to say with any confidence whether oaks 
originated in Eurasia and sent a branch off to the 
Americas, or vice versa. The better answer to 
where modern oaks arose may simply be “in the 
north.” 

In any case, remarkably soon after they 
arose, oaks started to separate into two major 
branches: one limited to Europe, Asia and North 
Africa and the other largely limited to the 
Americas. The separation between continents 
was imperfect at first. For example, the oldest 
fossil attributable to the ring-cupped oaks, 
based on the concentric rings formed by the 
woody scales on its acorn cap, was deposited in 
Oregon around 48 million years ago. Today this 
lineage is restricted to Southeast Asia.  

Furthermore, red oaks, which today are an 
American group, have been reported from fossil 
sites in Europe dating to some 35 million years 
ago, but when global temperatures started their 
long descent about 52 million years ago, oaks 
were gradually pushed southward, away from 
the land bridges that have connected Eurasia 
and North America intermittently over the past 
50 million years. As cooling drove northern oak 
populations extinct, the divisions between the 
two continents became very clean, with no 
species from the Eurasian clade showing up in 
the Americas and only two branches of the 
American clade showing up in Eurasia. 

Before they could be pushed too far to the 
south, oaks were further sub-divided into the 
eight major lineages we recognize in modern 
forests. Three of them are restricted to the 
Americas: the red, golden cup and southern live 
oaks. One lineage that of the white oaks, 
originated and diversified in the Americas but 
sent an offshoot back to Eurasia.  

We know these major lineages arose early 
in oak evolution because one of the oldest 
American oak fossils is a 45-million-year-old 
white oak from Axel Heiberg Island in Nunavut, 
Canada that can be distinguished from the red 
oaks and all other major lineages of oaks. 
However, fossils from this initial phase of 
diversification are hard to assign to any one 
lineage, so we rely on molecular data to 
estimate when the other oaks separated into 
independent lineages. The integration of 
molecular data with selected fossils indicates 
that the world's eight lineages split early on. It is 
an important part of the story because it explains 
what happened next as the North American 
oaks underwent their own burst of 
diversification. 

As temperatures cooled worldwide, the 
North American climate also became more 
seasonal. The Rocky Mountains were continu-
ing to rise, and their rain shadow dried out the 
Great Plains. The tropical forests and broad-
leaved evergreen forests that had flourished 
across North America were gradually restricted 
in range and driven to extinction by around 40 
million years ago. Oak pollen and leaf impress-
ions became more common in the North 
American fossil record 35 million years ago, by 
which time decreased temperatures and 
increased seasonality had converted North 
America north of Mexico from a mostly tropical 
to a mostly temperate continental landscape. As 
climate change extirpated tropical forests from 
North America, ecological opportunity arose for 
the oaks. 

The red and white oaks moved south into 
this newly opened territory, each splitting into a 

lineage on the western side of the Rocky 
Mountains that gave rise to the modern-day 
oaks of California and the Pacific North-West 
and into a lineage on the eastern side of the 
Rockies that gave rise to the oaks of eastern 
North America. Within the latter region, each of 
these major oak groups subdivided into a 
predominantly north-eastern lineage, a 
predominantly south-eastern lineage and a 
primarily Texan lineage. From eastern North 
America, perhaps by way of Texas, the red and 
white oaks then moved into Mexico between 10 
million and 20 million years ago. 

In all these areas, palms and broad-leaved 
evergreen trees had been pushed south or 
driven partially or wholly extinct by the cooling 
and increasingly fluctuating climate. The result-
ing abundance of open habitat enabled oaks to 
diversify. Increased ecological opportunity 
allowed oaks to undergo an adaptive radiation, 
in which nascent species rapidly fill spaces that 
other species are not occupying. In doing so, 
these young populations became more eco-
logically distinct from one another, thereby 
limiting the movement of genes between them. 
They became reproductively isolated, so that 
genes moved less between separated populat-
ions than among trees within populations. 
Subsequently, new genetic mutations and re-
arrangements could accumulate distinguishing 
the populations from one another. Through this 
process, they became new species. 

This adaptive radiation played out most 
dramatically in Mexico and Central America, 
where about 40% of all the world's oaks reside. 
Recall that oaks were a largely cold-adapted 
lineage that spread across the continent as 
temperatures dropped and seasonality 
increased. As they migrated south into Mexico, 
oaks climbed to higher elevations that more 
closely resembled the temperate biome in which 
they had evolved, and they encountered high 
topographic variation that readily separated 
them into reproductively isolated populations.  

Oaks also evolved more rapidly along the 
continuum from low water availability to high 
water availability as they moved into Mexico. 
Tacking up and down the mountains, different 
populations adapted to different levels of 
drought. This ecological differentiation most 
likely worked hand in hand with increased 
physical separation to promote reproductive 
isolation between populations. 

Thus, the reason for the high oak diversity 
in Mexico appears not to be warmer 
temperatures and because Mexican oaks are 
relatively young, their high diversity has not 
accrued over comparatively long periods of 
evolutionary time. Rather adaptive radiation led 
to higher speciation rates in these evolutionarily 
young Mexican oaks as they moved into the 
mountains. This change suggests that if oaks 
had been suited to climb into the Rockies and 
flourish there (ie if they could have survived the 
combination of short growing seasons and cold 
winters of the northern mountains) they might 
have developed high diversity in this region as 
well. Their evolutionary heritage simply did not 
equip them for these extremely harsh environ-
ments. Only a lone white oak species, the 
Gambel oak (Quercus gambelii), even comes 
close, and that species is limited to the southern 
Rockies. 

The oaks were finally stopped in their march 
southward, perhaps by dramatic reduction in 
seasonality or strong competition from tropical 
forest species, only barely making it across the 
Isthmus of Panama into the north of South 
America. Yet this is not the whole story. The 
oaks' southward journey actually played out 
twice, simultaneously and in the same places.   

As white and red oaks had already 
separated from each other by the time they 
started moving south, this diversification history 
happened in parallel in both the red and white 
oaks. Two distinct but very closely related 
lineages, not one, traced the biogeographical 
history we just described: moving south, splitting 
around the Rocky Mountains, heading into 
Mexico from an eastern North American 
ancestor. This history may explain part of the 
species richness and abundance of oaks in the 
Americas. They essentially double-dipped as 
they ventured south. 

One of the most exciting areas of our 
research has been the integration of a genome-
level understanding of the oak tree of life with 
physiological studies of oak adaptation to 
climate and habitat and community studies of 
oak forest structure. As oaks spread south and 
diversified in different regions, the white and the 
red oaks encountered similar habitats and 
repeatedly solved the same ecological problems 
in novel ways.  

As a result, we often find red and white oaks 
growing together in the same habitats. For 
example, on poor rocky soils and bluffs in east-
ern USA, you can find the white oak Quercus 
stellata, also known as the post oak, growing 
next to the red oak Quercus marilandica, 
commonly called the blackjack oak. In the 
mountains of southern Arizona, the iconic white 
oak Quercus arizonica often grows beside the 
red oak Quercus emoryi. 

This pattern of oak co-occurrence is found 
in wooded plant communities across much of 
the country, and it has another intriguing 
feature. Whereas distantly related oaks tend to 
grow together, closely related oaks within 
lineages tend not to be found together. Along an 
elevational gradient in the Chiricahua Mountains 
of southern Arizona, for example, white oak 
species pass the baton as you walk upslope, 
transitioning broadly from one to the next as you 
hike uphill, and red oak species do as well. In 
the lowlands of Florida, white oak species 
separate across the sandhill, scrub and ravine 
habitats shaped by karst topography and fire. 
Red oaks do the same. 

What shapes this pattern of oak co-
occurrence? Ecological differentiation within the 
red and white oaks is influenced in part by the 
fact that no single species is able to master 
every habitat. Instead species tend to specialize 
on a limited part of the available ecological 
space. In oaks, physiological trade-offs within 
each lineage sub-divide habitat and climatic 
space so that close relatives are less likely to co-
occur. In the Chiricahua Mountains, for 
instance, drought adaptation separates close 
relatives along the elevation gradient. Species 
living near the bottom of the mountain are 
particularly good at avoiding drought, dropping 
their leaves during dry seasons. Species living 
at higher elevation, where there is more overall 
moisture, focus on surviving daily fluctuations in 
water availability by allowing leaf water content 
to drop lower before they suffer damage. 

In contrast, in Florida, which is comparative-
ly flat, soil moisture availability and fire intensity 
structure oak communities. Closely related 
species in these communities show trade-offs 
between growth rate and drought tolerance 
along moisture gradients and between bark 
thickness and the ability to reproduce via 
underground stems along gradients of fire 
intensity. In both regions, and indeed across the 
country, parallel trade-offs are found in both red 
and white oaks, and trees with convergent traits 
from the two lineages tend to grow together. 

Members of different lineages may co-exist 
well with one another in each habitat because 
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they differ in their susceptibility to disease: 
proximity to a more distantly related neighbour 
may be less likely to result in an epidemic 
because red and white oaks tend not to spread 
the same diseases. There is even evidence that 
oaks help one another get established and 
persist by creating a soil environment that 
benefits the mycorrhizal fungi they need to 
acquire nutrients. Then, once a forest has 
become established, oaks become dominant 
and prevent other kinds of trees from setting up 
shop. Our work makes clear that the 
evolutionary origins of oaks shape the complex 
ecological interactions that help to explain why 
the trees are so abundant and diverse in North 
America. The tree of life casts its shadow across 
the structure of our oak forests. 

Now that we can delineate the branching 
history of the oak tree of life in some detail, the 
trees' propensity to hybridize has become all the 
more interesting. People often think of 
hybridization as a destructive force, eroding 
genetic differences between species. Yet oaks 
form what is called a syngameon, in which 
ecologically and physically distinctive species 
persist in spite of ongoing gene flow. It has long 
been hypothesized that genes migrating 
between species of the syngameon might help 
oaks adapt to novel environments. Could, for 
example, genes that contribute to drought 
adaptation in the post oak migrate into the bur 
oak (Quercus macrocarpa) in the southern 
regions, where they co-occur, and help the bur 
oak adapt to the drying conditions it is expected 
to encounter under global warming?  

We know already that there is localised 
gene flow between oak species and that species 
differ in what genes they exchange depending 
on where on the landscape they are, what 
species they co-occur with, and the climate and 
habitat in which the trees are growing. We also 

know that after genes move from one species 
into the other, they can move beyond the range 
of the species in which they arose, apparently 
propelled by environmental selection. These 
examples suggest that adaptive gene flow may 
play an important role in oak evolution. We are 
on the cusp of the integrative genomic and 
ecological studies needed to understand this 
process in depth. 

We would still like to know what genes and 
attribute (ie flowering time, habitat preference 
and geographical distance) drive speciation in 
oaks and whether ecological differences evolve 
while populations are growing together or only 
when they are separated. We are close to 
understanding what genes shape differentiation. 
Recent work in European oaks shows that 
genes influencing both their ability to cross-
pollinate and their ecological preferences (for 
instance, tolerance of drought, cold and 
disease) are involved in species differentiation.  

Yet these findings only tell us that ecological 
differences evolve in species, not that they drive 
species differences. Statistical analyses that 
simulate alternative speciation histories suggest 
that in a group of four widespread European 
white oaks that hybridize today, the genomic 
differences between the species arose when the 
species were born in different geographical 
areas, with opportunities for gene flow arising 
only after the fully formed species migrated back 
into contact with each other. Still, the high 
degree of species co-occurrence in the 
American oaks raises the question of whether 
hybridization contributed to their diversity. 

A firm grasp of when, where and how oaks 
came to be so diverse is crucial to understand-
ing how oaks will resist and adapt to rapidly 
changing environments. Oaks migrated rapidly 
as continental glaciers receded starting around 
20,000 years ago, and hybridization between 

species appears to have been key to their rapid 
response. The insights we can gain from 
elucidating the adaptive benefits of gene flow 
are critical to predicting how resilient oaks may 
be as climate change exposes them to fungal 
and insect diseases with which they did not 
evolve.  

As insects that transport pathogenic fungi 
increase their ranges and change their patterns 
of reproduction with earlier springs, oaks may 
have trouble holding their ground unless they 
can evolve quickly enough to resist diseases 
they have never before encountered. Our 
challenge for the coming decade as plant 
biodiversity scientists will be to figure out how 
differentiation between species and movement 
of genes between those species will influence 
the trajectory of oak evolution and population 
persistence. If we understand these processes 
well enough, we stand a chance of using that 
knowledge to predict what our forests will look 
like a century or more from now. Perhaps it can 
guide our plans to manage longer-term survival 
of the vital oaks. 
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 Aangel oak, a southern live oak located on Johns Island, S C, is an estimated 400 to 500 years old. Credit: Dawna Moore Alamy 
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 ‘Heavy-Handed’ Accusation as Council  
Forced to Suspend Western Link Bat Survey 

 

From an article by Dan Grimmer published on www.derehamtimes.co.uk 

 
ORFOLK County Council was forced to suspend bat surveys on the route of the mooted 
Western Link after an eleventh hour intervention.  Contractors had told owners of 
woodland on the route of the £153m road they would start bat surveys on Sunday 12 July 

and anybody obstructing them could face £1,000 fines. 

However, woodland owners, 
who had appointed Dr Charlotte 
Packman from Norwich Research 
Park-based Wild Wings Ecology to 
conduct their own bat survey, 
raised concerns over that move. 

Dr Packman had, two weeks previously, 
written to the council to warn barbastelle bats 
start giving birth in early July, so a survey then 
could be disastrous. 

Labour county councillor Emma Corlett also 
raised concerns. Natural England, on Friday, 
changed the contractor’s licence to state 
trapping must be timed to avoid the risk of 
capturing females which are heavily pregnant, 
carrying or feeding dependent young. The 
council survey was suspended. 

Dr Packman said: “In Norfolk barbastelle 
bats typically start giving birth in early July. To 
undertake trapping and radio-tagging of the 
mothers at this very sensitive time could be 
harmful to the new born pups. 

“Some radio-tagged bats will not return to 
the maternity roost at all on the night of tagging. 
Consequently very young, dependent pups may 
not survive.” 

Iain Robinson, who owns part of the 
woodland on the mooted road’s route and is 
opposed to the road, said the council’s 
approach had been ‘heavy-handed’. 

He said: “The woodland owners are 
opposed to the building of the Norwich Western 
Link and are passionate about ensuring the 
wildlife that live in this woodland are protected 
from it. 

“We have been trying to negotiate very 
reasonable terms of access for the council’s 
ecology contractors, WSP, having become 
concerned at the potential for harm to the 
barbastelle bat population through the timing of 
such a survey. 

“This heavy-handed approach from the 

council damages their reputation, and demon-
strates their unwillingness to be reasonable on 
this issue and listen to the concerns of 
landowners.” 

Ms Corlett, whose Labour group at County 
Hall is opposing the Western Link, said: 
“Whatever your views on this road scheme this 
is unacceptable.  

“It was obvious even to non-experts that it is 
risky to trap bats that are heavily pregnant or 
mums that have just given birth. Whatever 
experts the county council is relying on to carry 
out these surveys, their expertise clearly isn’t 
wildlife in Norfolk woodlands.” 

A council spokesman said: “Expert 
surveyors working on behalf of the council had 

planned to start carrying out trapping and 
tracking bat surveys from mid-July. 

“This was in line with relevant good practice 
guidelines, had been licensed by Natural 
England several months ago and is consistent 
with other surveys for the same species that 
have been licensed and are currently being 
carried out for other infrastructure projects 
nationally. 

“Two days before the surveys were due to 
commence, Natural England revised and 
reissued the licence for the surveys with a new 
condition which meant we could no longer 
proceed from mid-July. 

“Our surveyors were acting in good faith in 
scheduling this work when they did, basing this 
on extensive experience of carrying out similar 
surveys. 

“This was reinforced when Natural England 
licensed the surveys originally. We will now look 
to discuss the revision to the licence with Natural 
England and decide what steps to take from 
there. 

“We had been in touch with landowners over 
several weeks regarding upcoming surveys to 
attempt to agree access with them. “We issued 
notices on Friday as we had not managed to 
agree access with some landowners for specific 
surveys. We will continue to discuss future 
surveys and access requirements with all 
landowners.” 

More consultation on the road, which would 
connect the Northern Distributor Road to the 
A47 near Honingham was due to start later in 
July. 

N 



 
 10 

 

Environment Secretary Speech at the COP26 
Business Leaders Event Hosted by the Council 

for Sustainable Business on 29 June 2020 

 
T’S a real pleasure to be at this conference today and I wanted to begin by commending the 
fantastic work of the Council for Sustainable Business. This is an incredibly forward thinking 
group of companies and you’re the early adopters of so many new ways of approaching 

sustainable business that we can all learn from. 
Whether that is water companies who are 

contributing to peatland restoration, or whether 
it’s some of those fantastic examples we heard 
of earlier of companies taking individual actions 
to reduce their carbon footprint. Or whether it’s 
food companies paying special attention to due 
diligence in their supply chain to prevent 
deforestation. 

I think it’s crucial as we start to consider how 
we can deliver green recovery in the wake of the 
coronavirus that we learn from some of the 
examples you have illustrated today because 
the coronavirus has brought into sharp focus the 
importance of our relationship with nature. 

Like most new diseases, it’s a disease that 
probably originates from animals - in common 
with HIV or Ebola - and it’s thought to have 
originated from wet markets; probably from a 
bat, possibly from a pangolin. It’s illustrated 
again the importance of our relationship with 
nature and the importance of treating nature 
with respect, and that the loss of biodiversity and 
climate change are two sides of the same coin. 

It is climate change that is sadly driving the 
loss of much of our nature and much of our 
biodiversity. It is climate change that is 
contributing most to the extinction of species. 
And yet it is also the case that nature and 
biodiversity - and the rich biodiversity we contain 
within our nature can give life itself, resilience, it 
enables life to adapt and to evolve - got a very 
important role to play in contributing to the fight 
against climate change.  

We’re very interested at the moment in 
driving forward some of the nature based 
solutions and the role that they can have in 
tackling climate change and in restoring 
biodiversity - whether that is a massive 
expansion of tree planting, both in our farm 
environment and in some of our upland areas to 
peatland restoration, which can be a major 
source of carbon capture, to a new emphasis in 
our agriculture policy on soil health and the 
biodiversity that can be contained within that. 

Nature has so many of these solutions that 
can contribute to our battle against climate 
change and this is a very important year for 
Defra. We currently have three flagship bills that 
are making their way through parliament. 

We have an Agriculture Bill that puts nature 
at the heart of our future agriculture policy. 

We have a new emphasis on sustainable 
farming, a new emphasis on nature and allowing 
habitats to recover and on animal health and 
animal welfare. 

There’s a new Fisheries Bill. As well as 
giving us control of our own waters, it also gives 
us the power to set the terms of access to our 
waters, including on the environment. It’s a bill 
that creates some incredibly important 
environmental objectives, including both on 
sustainable fishing and climate change. 

Finally and by no means least because it is 
the largest bill by some way: Of course the 
Environment Bill which sets out an entirely new 
guidance framework, a new set of targets on 

areas such as water quality, air quality, 
biodiversity and waste resource management 
and introduces new concepts such as 
biodiversity net gain. 

There’s also a very important international 
agenda here, too. 

We’ve had a very good report back from the 
Global Resources Initiative which was led by Sir 
Ian Cheshire. 

For me, once you’ve lost ancient woodland, 
that contributes so much to the health and 
quality of our environment and is such an 
important carbon, you will never replace that. 

It would take thousands of years to replace 
it and that is why it is so important that we 
protect those vitally important forests that we 
have, the lungs of the world and that is why I am 
very interested in doing more to introduce due 
diligence into the supply chain so that 
companies really take absolute care of their 
supply chain and make sure that they are not 
sourcing products that are contributing to 
deforestation. We are looking very closely at this 
report and we are going to be able to say more 
later this year. 

Finally of course next year is going to be a 
very important year with the delayed COP 26. 

We’re working very hard on developing this 
agenda. 

We want nature-based solutions to become 
an important part of that agenda and that is why 
so much of what you have been discussing 
today - some of those fantastic examples of 
individual companies taking action that I heard 
about earlier, and of course an appeal to all of 
you to think about what you might be able to do 
for next year at COP 26 - is so important. 

Because we want to be able to demonstrate 
the UK is taking a lead in all of these areas both 
through government with the legislation we’re 
introducing in steps, taking the powers that we 
now have, but also that British businesses are 
stepping up to the plate as well and playing their 
part. 

So thank you once again and I look forward 
to hearing the rest of the conference. 
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How to Avoid Contracting Lyme Disease  
 
 

HE summer season is finally among us and what better way to make the most of it than 
spending time in the great outdoors. Staying active and getting outside has arguably 
never been more important than in the last few months and by being outdoors we can 

ensure our own “social distancing”  

However, whilst being outside 
can lessen the risk of contracting 
COVID-19, spending more time 
among nature means a heightened 
risk of tick bites which can, in some 
cases, result in Lyme disease. 

Ticks are tiny, spider-like creatures which 
feed on the blood of animals and humans and 
are commonly found in woodland and moorland, 
particularly in areas with long grass. 

They don't jump or fly, but will climb on to 
you if you brush against something they're on. 
The tick will then bite and attach to the skin, 
where they will feed on blood for several days 
before dropping off. 

Ticks are commonly found in woodland, 
moorland and long, grassy areas.  They are 
most active between spring and autumn and are 
widespread across the UK, but the most high-
risk areas include grassy and wooded areas in 
southern England and the Scottish Highlands. 

Lyme disease can sometimes be trans-
mitted by the bite of a tick which is infected with 
Borrelia burgdorferi, although only around 10% 
of ticks carry the harmful bacteria. 

According to Public Health England, you are 
more likely to become infected if the tick remains 
attached to your skin for more than 24 hours, but 
since they are small and their bites are not 
painful, they can be easy to miss. 

The NHS advises seeking treatment from 

your GP promptly if you spot any of the following 
symptoms: 

• A circular red skin rash around a tick bite. 
• A high temperature, or feeling hot and 

shivery. 
• Headaches, muscle and joint pain. 
• Tiredness and loss of energy. 
• Some people can develop more severe 

symptoms of Lyme disease months or 
even years later if treatment is delayed, 
including: 

• Pain and swelling in joints. 
• Nerve problems, such as pain or 

numbness. 
• Heart problems. 
• Trouble with memory or concentration. 
If your GP suspects you have Lyme 

disease, they will prescribe a three week course 
of antibiotics to treat it. 

Ticks prefer moist areas of the body and are 
often found in harder to see areas of the body, 
such as in the folds of the skin. Areas including 

the groin, armpits, back of the knees and on the 
scalp are common areas for ticks to attach. 

To remove a tick safely, the NHS advises 
taking the following steps.  Use fine-tipped 
tweezers or a tick-removal tool which can be 
bought from some pharmacies, vets and pet 
shops.  

Grasp the tick as close to the skin as 
possible. Slowly pull upwards, taking care not to 
squeeze or crush the tick. Dispose of it when 
you have removed it. Clean the bite with 
antiseptic, or soap and water. Contact your GP 
if you begin to feel unwell with flu-like symptoms 
or develop a spreading circular red rash 

If you have been walking through high risk 
areas, such as woodland or long grass, it is 
advisable to check yourself for ticks as a 
precaution, paying close attention to folds in the 
skin and the hairline. 

To reduce the risk of being bitten, take the 
following precautions when heading outdoors. 

Cover your skin when walking outdoors. 
Tuck your trousers into your socks, or wear 
longer socks when walking through long grass. 
Use insect repellent on your clothes and skin - 
products containing DEET (diethyltoluamide) 
are most effective. Stick to paths wherever 
possible. Wear light-coloured clothing, so ticks 
are easier to spot and brush off. Carry out a tick 
check.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Extinction: Quarter of UK Mammals 'Under Threat' 
 

CCORDING to the first Red List of UK mammals, a quarter of native mammals are now at 
risk of extinction in the UK, including wildcats, red squirrels and hedgehogs.  The 
report's authors are calling for urgent action to prevent their loss.  Prof Fiona Mathews 

from the Mammal Society said "What this is clearly saying is that we have to act now - we can't 
continue on this same trajectory." 

The Red List is the official list 
categorising species based on their 
conservation status, or how 
threatened they are.  

Compiled after a review of all the available 
evidence on mammal populations, threats to 
their survival and to their habitats, the list has to 
meet the internationally-agreed criteria for 
assessing the conservation status of different 
species. 

“When we draw all the evidence together - 
about population size and how isolated and 
fragmented those populations are - we come up 
with this list of 11 of our 47 native species being 
threatened imminently and there are more 
species that are categorised as 'near 
threatened," explained Prof Mathews.  

“That means that we need to keep an eye 
on these species, because while we don't yet 
have a red flag waving, they're still abundant 

enough to be able to turn things around." 
The Scottish wildcat and the greater mouse-

eared bat are both listed in the most severely 
threatened category of Critically Endangered 
and much more familiar animals such as the red 
squirrel and the water vole have been put in the 
second most urgent category of Endangered. 

Critically endangered are wildcat and 
greater mouse-eared bat; endangered are 
beaver, red squirrel, water vole and grey long-
eared bat; vulnerable are hedgehog, hazel 
dormouse, Orkney vole, Serotine bat and 
Barbastelle bat; and near threatened are 
mountain hare, harvest mouse, lesser white-
toothed shrew, Leisler's bat and Nathusius' 
pipistrelle. 

Different animals face different threats. The 
now Critically Endangered Scottish wildcat 
population has not recovered from decades of 
persecution and, for the red squirrel, disease 
and competition from introduced grey squirrels 

has driven a steep decline. 
However, something most conservation 

scientists agree on is that we need to leave 
more wild space across the landscape for these 
species to recover. 

Dr Kat Fingland, from Nottingham Trent 
University, explained that while there were 
pockets of good habitat, it was vital to link that 
together and give mammals the space to move. 
"We need to do a lot more urban greening," she 
said. "And to make space for nature and build 
around it, rather than trying to move animals out 
of the way when we want to build." 

Dr Fingland added that access to nature has 
proven to be particularly important for people's 
physical and mental health during lockdown. 

The People's Trust for Endangered Species 
has also warned though that existing 
conservation projects may be forgotten during 
the pandemic. "Decades of work could be 
undone," the charity warned, through neglect 
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and "unintended consequences". 
The new Red List, researchers hope, 

provides a guide for how to prioritise the most 
urgent conservation funding. 

Prof Mathews added: "While we bemoan 
the demise of wildlife in other parts of the world, 
here in Britain we are managing to send even 
rodents towards extinction.  Things have to 

change rapidly if we want our children and 
grandchildren to enjoy the wildlife we take for 
granted." 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Plans Submitted for World’s First Rewilding Centre 
 

My thanks to James Cleaver (Salhouse) for drawing my 
attention to this article published on www.pbctoday.co.uk 

 
HE conservation charity, Trees for Life, has submitted a planning application for the 
world’s first rewilding centre at its 10,000-acre Dundreggan Estate in Glenmoriston.  The 
charity is dedicated to rewilding the Scottish Highlands. Its volunteers have established 

nearly two million native trees at dozens of sites, encouraging wildlife to flourish and helping 
communities to thrive. 

The planning application was 
submitted to Highland Council on 
22 June. It features a visitor centre 
situated in the Dundreggan estate 
inspired by wild native forests and 
the rich natural and cultural 
heritage of the Highlands. 

Trees for Life expects the project to 
welcome over 50,000 visitors annually – 
showcasing the benefits of rewilding and 
working with nature rather than against it, while 
boosting the rural economy and creating at least 
15 new local jobs. 

Steve Micklewright, Trees for Life’s chief 
executive, said: “Dundreggan Rewilding Centre 
will be a place for people from all walks of life to 
re-wild themselves by exploring and enjoying a 
remarkable wild landscape in a beautiful 
Highland glen, and to spend time learning about 
the area’s unique wildlife and inspiring Gaelic 
history”. 

To blend in with the landscape, the 

building’s design has been inspired by local 
Gaelic heritage, and by the endangered 
Caledonian Forest – with verticals representing 
trees, changing light to reflect how light plays in 
woodlands, and materials and colours conjuring 
up bracken and forest bark. 

In the all-weather visitor centre, a ‘Welcome 
Tree’ central space will be a focal point where 
people can discover the activities on offer. A 
Gaelic bothy area will spotlight local history and 
heritage, and there will be spaces for learning 
and events. 

The building will act as a gateway to the 
forest and wild outdoors, where there will be fully 
accessible trails and more adventurous walks. 
Family-friendly features where people can learn, 
play and relax will include forest play area and a 
wildlife pond for dipping. 

An accessible 20-bed accommodation 
space will be constructed on the site of an 
original lodge, enabling people to have longer 
stays at the rewilding estate. 

The project has received over £2m in 
support from The National Lottery Heritage 

Fund, the Scottish Natural Heritage-led Natural 
and Cultural Heritage Fund funded through the 
European Regional Development Fund. Trees 
for Life is seeking further funding to ensure the 
centre can be constructed on schedule in 2021. 

The project has received overwhelming 
support from the local community and their 
opinions have been incorporated into the plans. 

Inverness-based Threesixty Architecture 
has led the design team for the centre. Highland 
Council granted planning permission in principle 
for the centre in April 2019. Construction should 
begin in early 2021, with the centre opening in 
2022. 

Trees for Life has been rewilding 
Dundreggan – including by protecting and 
expanding fragments of the Caledonian Forest 
– since its 2008 purchase of the former deer 
stalking estate. 

Dundreggan is home to over 4,000 plant 
and animal species, including some never 
recorded in the UK before or once feared extinct 
in Scotland. 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Council Urges Residents to Become Tree Wardens 
 

An article by Frankie Adkins published on www.yourlocalguardian.co.uk 
 

ITH summer is in full swing, London is enjoying warmer weather and less rainfall, but 
the council says that more can be done to keep the community’s trees happy.  A team 
of volunteers known as the Wandsworth Tree Warden Network have been lending a 

hand to water local trees since 1990. 

However, rising summer temper-
atures and global warming is 
making their job more difficult. 

Currently, there are around 16,000 street-
trees in Wandsworth, and a further 45,000 in 
parks, commons and on estates, but the council 
plants an extra 500 trees a year, which require 
special attention. 

Newly planted trees need to be watered 
regularly for 12 months, but in warm spells they 
can suffer from dehydration - losing up to 30% 
of water a day. 

For Tree Warden, Isabel Losada, keeping 

trees healthy comes naturally.  “I walk around 
Battersea Park almost daily, and I keep my eye 
on the trees to see if they need watering or 
staking up. 

“Most of the trees don’t get enough water, 
as the pipes which feed them get blocked. I pick 
up half-full plastic water bottles from the ground 
and do it,” she says. 

Duties of a Tree Warden also involve 
informing the council when trees show signs of 
illness or disease, so that an expert can be 
called in to assess its condition.  If the leaves 
are brown or drooping prematurely, or ground 
around the tree is dry or cracked, it may be 

under distress. 
Steffi Sutters, the council’s environment 

spokesperson, says Tree Wardens can make 
an effective contribution to the community. 

“The borough’s tree wardens do a fantastic 
job keeping trees healthy and our streets green. 
We are grateful for everything they do. 

“We would encourage residents to join the 
network and do something really positive for 
their neighbourhoods and if people don’t want to 
formally join, they can still do their bit and water 
the trees in their street and help keep them 
green and healthy.” 
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Forest Research Wins Funding for 
Collaborative Research into Oak Tree Health 
 
 

 PIONEERING new project to investigate the health of our British oak trees has been 
given the go-ahead thanks to almost £2 million investment from the Biotechnology and 
Biological Sciences Research Council (BBSRC), Natural Environment Research Council 

(NERC), Defra and Scottish Government.

The project, named ‘BAC-STOP’ 
(Bacteria: Advancement of Control 
and Knowledge to Save Threatened 
Oak and Protect them for Future 
Generations’), will focus on Acute 
Oak Decline (AOD) - an emerging 
complex disease in which bacteria 
cause stem lesions on native 
species of British oak. 

BAC-STOP aims to produce evidence to 
inform tree health policy and to develop practical 
measures for the management of AOD to 
enhance the resilience of British oak.  

The project will involve a multi-disciplinary 
team led by Dr Sandra Denman at Forest 
Research and includes the University of the 
West of England, Rothamsted Research, 
Bangor University and Aberystwyth University. 

The project builds on previous research 
conducted by Dr Sandra Denman and her 
collaborators and addresses research priorities 
identified by the Action Oak partnership and 
outlined in the government Tree Health and 
Resilience Strategy. 

Dr Sandra Denman, the project’s Principal 
Investigator said “We are delighted to be 
awarded this grant to work on bacterial diseases 
of British oak and other native broadleaved 
trees.  Currently our trees face an ever 
increasing pressure from pest and disease 
threats and environmental stresses aligned with 
climate change. Through this project our aim is 
to help boost the resilience of oak and secure 
their future in our landscape.” 

Acute oak decline is a combination of 
factors which cause oak trees to become 
stressed. Environmental stresses like soil 
conditions, drought, waterlogging and pollution 
can all impact the tree. 

To improve silvicultural management of oak 
trees for disease prevention and resilience, long 
term field trials will be carried out to investigate 
the impacts of these environmental impacts on 
the susceptibility of oak trees to AOD. 

The project will also examine whether the 
bacteria present in AOD bleeds (dark-coloured 
vertical fissures) on oak are found in bleeds on 
other broadleaved trees. This will help 
researchers to assess the risk of the AOD 
bacteria to other tree species. 

Using cutting-edge science, the project will 
assess the transmission of bacteria in AOD by 
studying the behaviour of the beetle Agrilus 
biguttatus which co-occurs with AOD 
symptoms. By gaining a better understanding of 
the beetle’s interactions with AOD bacteria and 
oak trees, the aim is to resolve the controversy 

of its role in the spread of AOD and to inform 
practical management of the disease. 

A range of stakeholders will be involved in 
the research to explore social knowledge, 
attitudes, and motivations to act on AOD, 
helping to design realistic options for the 
management of oak health for future resilience.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Major Victory for Campaigners as 
TPO Made for Stevenage Woodland 

 

HE future of Box Wood in Stevenage has been handed a huge boost after a crucial TPO 
was made at the site on 9 July by East Herts District Council. The order constitutes a major 
victory for local campaigners who have been applying pressure on the council and online 

property sites to protect the ancient woodland from unwanted development.

Community Facebook group, 
Friends of Boxwood, now has over 
1,200 members and some have 
been erecting posters to ‘stop the 
breakup of Boxwood’ in a bid to 
ward off potential developers. 

Group member Mike Allingham said TPO is 
an “important step forward,” and welcomes the 
“additional protection” for Box Wood.   

“Many thanks to our elected local 
representatives and East Herts District Council 
for making this happen,” Mike added. 

Now the bad news.  The TPO is only valid 
for six months, meaning that new leaseholders 
will have six months in which to lodge their 
objections at which point a permanent Order 
may be made. 

The private sale of Box Wood first came to 
light when eight 1.5 acre plots of land appeared 
on property websites Zoopla and Rightmove, 
selling at £25,000 each.  Its sale initially caused 
alarm among residents who believe the agent 
Exclusive Property Sales is guilty of publishing 
misleading adverts and 3D graphics, suggesting 
the land is being courted for future developers 

at auction. 
The southern section of Box Wood is 

designated as an ‘Ancient Monument’ by 
English Heritage due to the earthwork remains 
of a medieval settlement.  However that was 
omitted from the adverts. 

Recently, it has emerged that the entire 
freehold of the 60 acre site is now appearing for 
sale on Rightmove, with the land allegedly set to 
go to auction on 29 July.  Friends of Boxwood 
sources suggest the freehold is not for sale, and 
this is false information which has also been 
reported to Rightmove.
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HS2’s Catalogue of Errors 
Like a Runaway Train 

 
S2 Ltd is continuing to fail the environment with a catalogue of errors growing longer all 
the time says the Woodland Trust.  As the Court of Appeal deliberates on Chris 
Packham’s request for a judicial review of the Government’s decision to green light the 

project, the Trust has issued a list of some of HS2 Ltd’s biggest failings around ancient 
woodland so far and says there needs to be a real step change, not just on the current Phase 1 
from London to Birmingham where ancient woodland has already been chopped down  during 
the lockdown, but also on Phases 2a and 2b to Crewe, Manchester and Leeds where there is 
still time to do the right thing. 

Luci Ryan, Lead Policy Adviser 
for Infrastructure at the charity said 
“HS2’s catalogue of errors is 
growing ever bigger. It’s like a 
runaway train, gathering mo-
mentum and leaving a trail of 
destruction in its wake. One 
mistake invariably leads to another 
and one of the biggest losers is 
ancient woodland and the wildlife 
that relies on it for survival.” 

Among failings relating to ancient woodland, 
wildlife and its own processes, HS2 Ltd has: 

• Erroneously claimed Phase 1 would impact 
18 ancient woodlands when it turned out to 
be 34.  

• Removed ancient and veteran trees and 
some ancient woodland for temporary 
works meaning they have been lost forever 
unnecessarily; 

• Broken four assurances - commitments 
made between the Secretary of State, HS2 
and the Woodland Trust under the Hybrid 
Bill Process. These include: 
- failing to engage with the Trust in 

reasonable time ahead of any work 
adjacent to or within 100m of ancient 
woodland; 

- failing to have regard to the guidance in 
Natural England’s advice on avoiding 
damage to or loss of ancient woodland or 
ancient and veteran trees and for 
compensation for any unavoidable loss; 

- failing to ensure that there are no 
construction works within a certain part of 
Newyear’s Green Covert in Hillingdon; 
and 

- failing to consult with the Trust in respect 
of any construction activities undertaken 
within, or within 100m of, an area of  
Ancient Woodland. 

• Begun to submit planning applications for 
additional works outside the works 
boundary on Phase 1 which will have a 
detrimental effect on a further two ancient 
woodlands not currently on the list 

• Ignored industry best practice and a 
commitment made in its own strategy and 
standards by attempting to translocate 
ancient woodland at the wrong time of year. 
Four woods in Warwickshire were 
destroyed this spring as they were bursting 
into life instead of when it was dormant in 
the autumn. It has also planted new trees on 
the receptor site for the translocated ancient 
woodland soils at the wrong time of year, 

further increasing the chance of failure. 
• Failed to complete translocation of 

Broadwells Wood in Warwickshire before 
their bat licence from Natural England ran 
out, despite being given an extension period 
more generous than the Woodland Trust 
and other environmental groups have ever 
heard of. This means the final 20 per cent of 
the woodland being translocated from 
Broadwells will now be removed in 
September and the work that the removal of 
the wood was facilitating will now be further 
behind schedule. Translocation is an 
inherently risky process – HS2 has 
massively increased the risks of this failing 
by doing it at the wrong time of year and 
then spreading it out over 6 months. 

• Breached its bat licence during the 
translocation work in Broadwells wood by 
de-limbing a tree without checking it for 
roosting bats first. The Woodland Trust has 
since become aware Natural England is 
investigating a second possible breach. 

• Failed to give clarity on which ancient 
woodlands will be destroyed next, this 
autumn, despite repeated requests being 
made. 

• Repeatedly said – and is still claiming - there 
will be “no net loss to biodiversity” on the 
scheme. No net loss is impossible to 
achieve where ancient woodland is 
destroyed because it is irreplaceable. No 
amount of new planting can compensate for 
that loss even at the recommended ratio of 
planting 30 new trees for every one lost. 

• Refused to only plant trees sourced and 

grown in the UK and Ireland, which would 
reduce the risk of importing pests and 
disease and make the newly planted 
landscape more resilient and less of a 
biosecurity risk.  All three million trees the 
Trust planted last year met UKISG 
standards – if we can do it then so can HS2 
Ltd. 

 Mrs Ryan added “This list is by no means 
exhaustive and we don’t expect it to stop 
growing any time soon. Government wants HS2 
to be an exemplar project when it comes to the 
environment, but right now it is anything but. 
 “HS2 Ltd must be held to account. Phase 1 
is in relatively early stages of construction with 
Phase 2 yet to be given permission.  There is an 
opportunity to learn from mistakes and improve 
how this project is delivered and the Transport 
Secretary, HS2 Minister and Select Committee 
have both the power and the obligation to 
ensure this happens.  Making and sticking to a 
public commitment to adhere to best practice 
would be a good start.  It might be too late for 
the ancient woodland already removed, but it is 
not too late to prevent a repeat of the disaster 
we have seen in Warwickshire.” 
 Translocation is the practice of attempting to 
remove ancient woodland soils and sometimes 
coppiced stumps to a receptor site in the hope it 
will regrow. There is very little evidence of it 
working. To give it the best chance of success it 
should be carried out when ancient woods are 
dormant in autumn/winter. 
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A Brief History of British Woodlands 
 
 

Taken from the Royal Forestry Society website www.rfs.org.uk 
 
 
 

HE modern climate first became suitable for tree growth at the end of the last glacial 
period, about 12,000 years ago. Trees and plants re-colonised Britain from Europe in 
waves of different species from around 8200 BC. Birch was the first pioneer, followed by 

pine and then hazel, elm, oak and alder. Woodland spread over most of the land.  

It is not certain exactly how this 
‘wildwood’ covered Britain – it may 
have been one huge, dense forest 
that covered the entire area; 
alternatively, grazing by wild oxen 
and deer may have created a 
mosaic of large areas of grassland 
and woodland.  

In any case, there was certainly substantial 
woodland cover. During this period, small areas 
of managed wood are likely to have been 
created by Mesolithic people as they made use 
of wood products. 

Neolithic people were the first to have a 
major impact on woodland cover. Land was 
converted to agriculture, with areas of woodland 
cleared for crops or to create grassland for 
domestic animals. 

Woodland cover was reduced to about half 
of the land area of England during the Bronze 
Age, at around 2000 BC. The remaining 
wildwood began to be managed much more 
actively, and there is strong evidence of 
woodmanship from this period, with wood used 
to create a wide variety of timber structures. 

The Romans brought greater infrastructure 
to Britain, and agriculture greatly expanded. 
Woodland cover was reduced and became 
much more managed to supply the wood and 
timber that supported the Roman settlements 
and industries. 

The Dark Ages that followed the Roman 
period was not the period of complete neglect 
that people often imagine. Although woodland 
cover probably increased, there is no evidence 
of a huge return of secondary forest, as people 
continued to manage the land.  

The Anglo-Saxons were skilled carpenters, 
building mostly in timber rather than stone. They 
kept permanent woods (which were managed to 
deliver timber and poles of different sizes), as 
well as wood-pastures, non-woodland trees and 
hedges.  

By the eighth century, woodland covered 
about a quarter of England. 

The Domesday Book records wood-pasture 
and woodland covering about 15% of England. 
However, the following two and a half centuries 
saw an expanding population and further 
clearance of woodland, halving woodland cover 
to about 7%. 

The remaining woodland was managed 
more intensively and timber began to be 
imported. This was abruptly halted by the Black 
Death, in 1349, which dramatically reduced the 
population and released the pressure on 
woodlands. 

Woodland continued to be used and 
managed, but the human population stayed low. 
Timber was increasingly used in building and 
industries requiring fuel (eg iron and brick) once 

again expanded. 
Following the dissolution of the monasteries 

in the sixteenth century, many woods taken by 
the 

Crown fell into neglect. Deer-parks were 
revived. Short periods of intensive agriculture at 
various times throughout this period saw some 
woods grubbed out (cleared with their roots fully 
removed); however, small patches of new 
woodland also appeared.  
 Wood became much more valuable during 
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, with 
timber rising in price.  

Colder winters and higher heating 
standards increased the demand for fuel, 
increasing the price of underwood by about 75% 
in the mid-sixteenth century, when its price was 
held due to competition from coal. 

An increase in shipping from the end of the 
seventeenth century demanded good quality 
timber, particularly oak. At the same time, the 
rise in the leather-tanning trade put high 
demand on oak bark.  

Agricultural improvement in the eighteenth 
century made agriculture possible where 
previously woodland had been spared, and 
clearing once more took place. 

The advancement of the railways enabled 
coal to be transported to previously inaccessible 
areas, reducing the need for wood as fuel, 
although timber was required in the construction 
of coal mines.  

At the same time, both the shipbuilding and 
leather-tanning markets collapsed. There 
followed a period of intense woodland 
clearance, only to be followed by an agricultural 
depression that saw new woodland planted and 

the beginning of the rise of plantations. 
By the start of the twentieth century, 

woodland covered just 5% of Britain. Coppicing 
had declined and conifers had begun to be 
planted in estates.  
 Throughout the twentieth century, coppicing 
further declined and populations of native and 
introduced deer hugely increased.  

During the First World War, timber felling 
dramatically increased to supply the war and 
sustain the economy.  

The Forestry Commission was founded by 
the state in 1919, tasked with re-afforestation to 
ensure that timber demands of the future were 
met. As such, large areas of non-woodland sites 
were planted.  

Woodland cover also increased during the 
Great Depression (1930s), as land fell out of 
cultivation.  

Huge felling once again accompanied the 
Second World War. After the Second World 
War, woodland was destroyed at an 
unprecedented rate, to make way once more for 
agriculture and to support modern forestry.  

Plantations replaced ancient woodland. 
However, by about 1990, plantation forestry was 
less lucrative, and agriculture became more 
efficient, reducing the need for land area.  

The general public became much more 
interested in woodlands and conservation 
became a new focus for forestry. Plantations on 
Ancient Woodland Sites (PAWS) began to be 
converted back to their broadleaf origins.
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World's Oldest Trees are not Immortal, 
Just Dying Slowly, Study Finds 

 
An article by Helena Horton published on www.telegraph.co.uk 

 
HE possibility of immortality has always been an attractive prospect for humanity and 
scientists have been working for decades to find an example of everlasting life on this 
planet. To date, the most likely candidate for immortality is the Chinese ginkgo tree, which 

can live for more than 1,000 years. Known as a living fossil, it shows little to no sign of ageing.  

However, new research 
suggests that the tree is unlikely to 
live forever, even if it outlasts many 
generations of humans. 

Old trees age very slowly and manage this 
in many ways, from compartmentalizing risk in 
complex branch structures to "building life on 
death" by growing new shoots from trunks 
composed of 90% non-living biomass.  

However, research published in Trends in 
Plant Science suggests that trees a millennium 
old are the exception rather than the rule, and 
these ageing preventatives do not fully protect 
against the wear and tear of old age. 

Author Sergi Munné-Bosch, professor of 
plant physiology at the University of Barcelona 

said: "When we try to study these organisms, 
we're really astonished that they live so long, but 
this doesn't mean that they're immortal.  There 
are physical and mechanical constraints that 
limit their ability to live indefinitely." 

The study found that growth and cell division 
was impeded with age, showing that the trees 
were indeed ageing slowly, dashing hopes they 
could be immortal. 

It also discovered the oldest individuals 
sampled (667 years) experience higher 
physiological stress than the younger ones, and 
the construction of new plant material 
decreases in diameter with age, which after 
centuries will inevitably and ultimately lead to 
plant death due to mechanical constraints.  

Professor Munné-Bosch added that there 

are very few trees which live to their maximum 
lifespan, with most dying from factors including 
disease and environmental damage. 

There is much more work to be done on the 
ageing process of trees; to see the real-time 
effects of aging on long-lived trees, scientists 
would have to conduct studies that last 
hundreds, if not thousands, of years.  

Studying the ways in which trees prevent 
ageing can help scientists develop anti-ageing 
medicine and therapies for humans. 

"Time, in some respects, can be considered 
as a sort of stress. Living is stressful, and this 
very slowly will bring you to death," Professor 
Munné-Bosch added. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Thetford Forest Police Operation 
Targets Illegal Off-Road Vehicles 

 

From an article by Kevin Hurst published on www.buryfreepress.co.uk 
 
 

OLICE stopped 64 vehicles on Thetford Forestry land during a two-day multi-agency 
operation over a weekend in July following reports of illegal off-road vehicle use.  South 
Breckland Safer Neighbourhood Team and the Suffolk Rural Crime Team alongside 

members of Suffolk Special Constabulary and Norfolk Drone Units worked with Forestry 
England on the Norfolk and Suffolk side of the border over a full weekend of high-visibility 
action as part of Operation RESHAPE20. 

The vehicles were stopped by 
police across both force areas and 
explanations given by officers to 
some riders that people can be 
prosecuted under the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981 or have 
vehicles seized under Section 59 of 
the Police Reform Act 2002 for 
using vehicles such as quad bikes 

and off-road bikes. 
PC Les Maguire said: "We used all-terrain 

and 4x4 vehicles for off-road patrols. The 
intention is to make the forest a no-go zone for 
illegal riding, which is basically anywhere in the 
forest which is not a public byway, and use 
enforcement where applicable to prosecute 
offenders.” 

Many protected species and their respective 
habitats are being destroyed and disturbed by 
people illegally riding motorbikes through the 
fire breaks, the gaps cleared in the forest to 

ensure fires do not spread out of control as 
oppose to legal use of the byways. 

PC Maguire added: "Police also spoke with 
many responsible legal users of byways over 
the weekend. The vast majority were only too 
happy to speak with us and we welcome their 
responsible attitude.” 

To use the byways with any motor vehicle, 
the driver or rider must have a road-legal vehicle 
and be fully insured and use the routes 
responsibly. 

 

T 
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Oak Processionary Moth (OPM) 
Now in Suffolk - Safety Bulletin 
 
 

AK processionary moth (OPM) Thaumetopoea processionea was first accidentally 
introduced to Britain in 2005 initially it only effected the south-east of England, however 
by July 2019, OPM can now be found in woods across the UK … including the Bury St 

Edmunds region of neighbouring Suffolk.  

The larvae or caterpillars of OPM 
are a pest because they can affect 
the health of oak trees, people and 
animals.  

OPM caterpillars are most easily recognised 
by their distinctive habit of moving about in late 
spring and early summer in nose-to-tail 
processions from which they derive their name, 
and the fact that they live and feed almost 
exclusively on oak trees. 

They can sometimes be seen processing 
across the ground between oak trees and 
clustering together as they feed on oak leaves. 

The caterpillars have thousands of tiny hairs 
which contain an “urticating” or irritating 
substance. Contact with the hairs can cause 
itching, skin rashes and less commonly, sore 
throats, breathing difficulties and eye problems. 
The symptoms can be serious enough to 
hospitalise an adult. 

This can happen if people or animals touch 
the caterpillars or their nests or if the hairs are 
blown into contact by the wind. The caterpillars 
can also shed the hairs as a defence 
mechanism and lots of hairs are left in the nests, 
which is why the nests must not be touched. 

The nest may persist for years after the 
caterpillars have left them and must always be 
approached with caution. 

Broadland Tree Wardens and volunteers 
are at risk of exposure when working on or 
around infested oak trees.  Any Broadland Tree 
Warden must be vigilant for caterpillars and their 
nests.  Before beginning work on or under oak 
trees check carefully for infestations. 

Some people can become sensitised by 
repeated exposure to the hairs meaning that the 
symptoms become worse. 

People can take these simple precautions to 
help minimise the health risks: 

DO NOT: 
• Let children touch or approach nests or 

caterpillars. 
• Let animals touch or approach nests or 

caterpillars 
• Try removing nests or caterpillars yourself 
 DO: 
• Keep any children on site away from 

infestations – teach them not to touch the 
nests or caterpillars 

• Keep pets away 
• If there are cattle or other livestock in 

affected areas remove them as soon as 

possible. 
• See a pharmacist for relief from skin or 

eye irritations after suspected OPM 
contact; 

• Call NHS111 or see a doctor if you think 
you or someone in your care has had a 
serious allergic reaction – tell the doctor 
you suspect OPM contact; 

 If you find nests or caterpillars while 
working suspend operations immediately and 
move away from the area.  Broadland Tree 
Wardens are asked to immediately report any 
suspected sighting to the Broadland Tree 
Warden Network Co-ordinator. 

Affected counties in England include 
Cambridgeshire, County Durham, Devon, 
Dorset, Essex, Gloucestershire, Greater Man-
chester, Hampshire, Hertfordshire, Kent, Lanca-
shire, Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, London, 
Merseyside, Middlesex, Nottinghamshire, 

Oxfordshire, Southampton, Staffordshire, 
Suffolk, Surrey, Warwickshire, West Midlands, 
Wiltshire and Yorkshire. 

The Welsh Government have confirmed 
three cases in Glamorgan and Flintshire. 

The Scottish Government have confirmed 
five cases in Angus, Edinburgh, Fife, Inverness 
and Lanarkshire. 

Contact your GP immediately if you have 
been in contact with OPM and begin to suffer 
symptoms, especially if you have had contact in 
the eye area.   

Contact a vet if you believe pets or livestock 
may have been affected. 

Any sighting of OPM must be reported to the 
Forestry Commission – you can do so here: 
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-
resources/tree-alert/

 

OPM MAY SOON BE APPEARING 
ON AN OAK NEAR YOU! 
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Dr Jo’s Corner 
 

The column by Jo Parmenter, Reedham’s Parish Tree Warden 

 

 HAVE a very special orchid for you this month.  Not something you can find everywhere, but 
reasonably abundant in spring-fed calcareous wetlands.  This one came from Badley Moor, 
just south of Dereham in mid Norfolk.  It is a chalk-spring-fed site and the orchids grow up 

on an elevated tufa mound which makes for a slightly odd feature in the otherwise fairly flat 
valley landscape.   

Tufa is deposited as the spring 
water, which is very high in 
calcium, emerges to the ground 
surface, where it precipitates out as 
calcium carbonate.   

Spring-fed sites are actually quite common 
in Norfolk; more local examples include Beeston 
Bog near Sheringham, Holt Lowes and Spout 
Hills at Holt, Upton and Smallburgh Fens in the 
Broads and Southrepps Common. 

Gymnadenia densiflora ‘came into being’ a 
few years ago.  The Fragrant-orchids have been 
the subject of a great deal of molecular study in 

recent years, and as a result of differences 
revealed in their genetics, instead of one type of 
fragrant orchid, Gymnadenia conopsea, we now 
have three: Gymnadenia conopsea (Chalk 
Fragrant-orchid), Gymnadenia borealis (Heath 
Fragrant-orchid) and Gymnadenia densiflora 
(Marsh Fragrant-orchid).  

The third of these Gymnadenia densiflora, 
grows in alkaline marshy ground and is 
therefore fairly easily distinguishable by habitat, 
but also by the dense flower spike, which gives 
this orchid its common name, and carries up to 
100 scented flowers which vary in colour from 
light to dark pink. 

Gynnadenia borealis can be separated from 
the other two because its lower lip (labellum) is 
barely lobed.  The other two have a distinctly 
lobed labellum.  The spur emerging from the 
back of the flower is 14-16mm long in G 
densiflora and 12-14mm in G conopsea. There 
are also differences in the width of the labellum 
compared with the length: a bit wider than long 
in G densiflora and barely wider than long in G 
conopsea.   

The fragrant orchids are still in flower.  If you 
spot any, let me know? 
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Tree Preservation Orders and 
Conservation Area News 

 
 

Broadland Tree Preservation Orders Served, Confirmed and Revoked  
 

TPO Number Address Served Trees Protected Status 

2020 No 1 (1303) Robin Hill, 16 South Walsham Road,  Acle 17/02/2020 All trees on site Provisional 

2020 No 2 (1304) 
Agricultural land north of Buxton Road, 
Aylsham 

19/02/2020 2 x oak  Provisional 

2020 No 3 (1305) Land at Wood Green, Salhouse 09/03/2020 1 x Leyland cypress Provisional 

2020 No 4 (1306) Land rear of 48 Spixworth Road, Old Catton 29/04/2020 

T1 oak,                      
T2 deodar cedar         
T3 copper beech         
T4 yew 

Provisional 

2020 No 5 (1307) 66 Charles Close, Wroxham 26/05/2020 1 x Atlas cedar Provisional 

 
 

Current Works to Trees Subject to a Tree Preservation Order and Section 
211 Notifications for Works to Trees Within Conservation Areas 

 

App No Address Cat Species / Requested Works Decision 

20191487 
Thatched House, 10 The Street, 
Coltishall 

211 Coppicing of 6 sallow and 3 silver birch.  Currently 8m in Height. 19/09/2019 

20191569 68 St Williams Way, Thorpe St Andrew TPO T1 oak - end weight reduction. Reduce width from 13.5m 8m. 28/11/2019 

20191764 
The Loft, Aylsham Water Mill, Mill Row, 
Aylsham 

211 Lime – fell. 08/11/2019 

20191768 Belt Farm, Mill Row, Aylsham 211 

T1- fell.                                                                                                     
T2 yew - crown lift to 4m & reduce laterals to rear of property by 
2-2.5m.                                                                                            
T3 sycamore - remove to coppice.                                                              
T4 - remove all sycamore stems and holly 5m of garden wall. 

13/11/2019 

20191982 Bircham Centre, Market Place, Reepham 211 T1 and T2 holly – fell. 31/12/2019 

20200180 
Tanamera, 165 Shakespeare Way, 
Taverham 

TPO T1 oak - fell. Refused 

20200271 Hill House, Heydon Road, Aylsham TPO T2 horse chestnut – fell. Split decision 

20200316 
Land Adj Willow End, Swan Plain, 
Horsham St Faith 

211 
Ash - reduce back from Willow End's back garden.  Reduce 
crown spread from 20m to 15m. 

Approved 

20200373 County Hall, Martineau Lane, Norwich TPO Details attached. 24/02/2020 

20200407 5 Bulwer Close, Buxton With Lamas TPO 
Beech - reduce height 18.5m to 16m and reduce sides of tree by 
from current crown spread from 8.8m to 7.8m. 

Split decision 

20200431 19 Breck Farm Lane, Taverham TPO T1 cedar – fell. 03/03/2020 

20200484 23 Station New Road, Brundall TPO 

T1 sycamore - fell.                                                                      
T2 sycamore - reduce lateral branches on property side only 
from 6m to 4m, reduce height from 15m to 13m and remove 3 x 
suckering stems at base.                                                               
T3 sycamore - remove secondary rubbing limb and reduce 
property side from 5m to 2.5m.                                                        
T4 sycamore - remove 3 x suckers/saplings growing at base and 
reduce large limb on property side from 5m to 3m. 

06/03/2020 

20200501 108 Kingswood Avenue, Taverham TPO Removal of dead larch. Approved 

20200517 
The Conifers, 2B Breck Farm Lane, 
Taverham 

TPO 
Himalayan birch - crown reduce by 1.5m leaving a spread of 5 -
6m 

Approved 
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20200519 Postwick Lodge, 2 Cullings Hill, Postwick TPO 

T1 beech - reduction in height from 19m to 15-16m and 
reduction in spread on north from 10m to 8m, south from 8m to 
6m, east from 11m to 9m and west from 12m to 10m.                                                                                                 
T2 beech - reduction in height from 20m to 17m and reduction in 
spread on north from 9m to 7m, south from 11m to 9m, east from 
10m to 8m and west from 10m to 8m. 

Split decision 

20200802 Oakapples, 12 Lower Street, Salhouse TPO 

T1 oak - reduce crown by approx 2 m and thin regrowth sections 
by up to 15.1 (height 12 m W 9.5m).                                           
T2 lime - reduce crown by approx 2 to 2.5m (height 13.5m 
spread 7.5m) 

Approved 

20200803 
Top Barn, Broad Farm Upper Street, 
Salhouse 

TPO 
Leyland cypresses 8 to 9 m height (13m) and 1 sycamore height 
(10m) to be felled for site clearance after years of neglect for 
new landscaping. Fallen trees from storm will also be cleared 

Approved 

20200864 Speckled Wood, Pyebush Lane, Acle TPO 
T1 Pinus nigra - reduce crown by 1.5m, reducing height from 
23m to 21.5m and crown spread from 12m to 10.5m.                 
G2 Leyland cypress, T3 Pinus nigra, T4 ash (dead) and T3 – fell. 

21/04/2020 

20200866 305 Wroxham Road, Sprowston TPO T1 oak: remove as tree is failing. Approved 

20200963 38 Keys Drive, Wroxham TPO T7 lime – fell. 06/05/2020 

20200967 
Holly House, 4 Stanmore Road, Thorpe 
St Andrew 

211 
T1 conifer - current height 9m, reduce height by 1.8m.                        
Unknown tree like shrub - reduce to stump.                                     
Sycamores x 5 - reduce height from approx 9m to approx 1.8m. 

Approved 

20200989 Catton Court, Old Catton TPO 

T17 yew (adj 1 Catton Court) - reduce eastern crown from radius 
of 6.5m to 5.5m and southern crown from radius of 6.5m to 5.5m. 
T21 yew (front of Catton Court adj public footpath) - raise low 
branches to give clearance of 3m and reduce back from 
highway. Reduce crown radius to north from 5m to 4m and to 
west from 5.5m to 4.5m.                                                                 
T22 yew (adj back garden to rear of office) - reduce crown 
spread to north, south and west from 5.5m to 4.5m. Reduce 
crown radius to east from 4m to 3.5m.                                         
T23 yew (adj back garden to rear of office) - trim back stem 
shoots. Reduce crown radius to north, south east and west from 
4.5m to 4m.                                                                                         
T24 & T25 sycamores (on amenity green space area at front of 
Catton Court) - raise crown by removing stem shoots and 
secondary branches to give clearance of 4m.                                   
T26 birch (visitors car park) - reduce height from 18m to 14m 
and crown radius to north, south, east & west from 5.5m to 4m.                                                                                            
T36 oak (amenity green space within Catton Court) - raise low 
branches over access drive to give clearance of 5m and to clear 
street light. 

Approved 

20201006 17 Belmore Close, Thorpe St Andrew TPO 

T1 beech - reduce crown by 2m and crown lift to 5m, crown 
clean and removal of deadwood (thin by a maximum of 10%). 
Current height around 20m and crown spread 22m.                   
T2 beech - crown lift to 5m to provide sufficient clearance over 
surrounding gardens and outbuildings. 

18/05/2020 

20201009 17 Belmore Close, Thorpe St Andrew TPO 
T1 beech - reduce crown by 1.5-2m in order to reduce effects of 
suppression by neighbouring beech tree and to match proposed 
work to neighbouring beech tree. Crown lift to 5m. 

18/05/2020 

20201021 Hall Lane, Drayton TPO 
Plum trees, beech and rowan - remove branches overhanging 
33A Hall Lane.  

Approved 

20201029 47 Beechwood Drive, Thorpe St Andrew TPO 
G1 - lift crown 3m from pathway for pedestrian safety and crown 
reduction by 3m; current height 10m in order to prevent blocking 
of street lighting. 

Approved 

20201033 38 Wilks Farm Drive, Sprowston TPO Oak - trim branches back to border of the property. 19/05/2020 

20201042 2 Old Rectory Close, Thorpe St Andrew TPO 

G1 yews - reduce by 2m as part of ongoing arboricultural 
management and shade alleviation, removal of ivy and 
deadwood. Current height 10m to be reduced to 8m                   
G2 holly - reduce by 1m as part of ongoing arboricultural 
management and shade alleviation. Current height 5m and 6m 
to be reduced to 4m and 5m. 

22/05/2020 

20201074 
35 Glenmore House, High Street, 
Foulsham, 

211 

Re-prune all overhanging branches from the surrounding self-
sown ash and willow trees. The extent of pruning will be carried 
out where possible to the full height of the trees reducing as 
much overhang as possible thus reducing all side lateral 
branches back in line with the boundary with no pruning cut 
made back by any more than 1.5m. This will improve the light 
through to the garden. The semi mature holly within the rear 
courtyard, to restrict its spread and to improve its shape and 
form, we would undertake selective remedial pruning of approx 
300mm, shaping the tree into a more conical upright form. 

Approved 
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20201076 2 Yare Valley Rise, Brundall TPO 
T2 lime - initial crown reduction from 25m to 15m followed by 
reduction to 5m within two years.  

Refused 

20201090 10A West End Avenue, Brundall TPO 
T1 horse chestnut - weight reduce by 2m off the height (not 
affecting overall height), 2m on west side (from 7m to 5m) and 
2m on other sides (from 7m to 6m). 

28/05/2020 

20201091 
Llanilterne , 5 Green Lane North, Great 
Little Plumstead 

TPO 

T1 tulip tree - reduce size by 20% from 4m to 3m high and from 
3m to 2.5m wide.                                                                               
T2 sycamore - ?                                                                                
T3 sycamore – fell. 

Approved 

20201093 
Gatehouse Lodge, Fakenham Road, 
Morton On The Hill 

TPO 

G1 hedge line beside drive comprising laurels and yews - reduce 
height to 2.5m - 3m.                                                                           
T2 yew - crown lift over rear extension to clear roof by 4m (6m 
from ground level) by removing 5 laterals. 

Approved 

20201096 17 Littlewood, Drayton TPO Pine – fell Refused 

20200999 Appletree Cottage, 21 The Hill, Coltishall TPO 
Cedar - current height approx 15m. Crown clean to remove dead 
branches at the bottom up to approx 1.5m height and crown 
clean to thin approx 10%. 

03/06/2020 

20201101 
Fuchsia House, 4 Barnby Road, 
Badersfield 

TPO 

G5 cherry x 2 – fell.                                                                           
T123 oak - crown clean to remove deadwood, promote health 
and reduce risk of dead wood falling onto property or persons. 2 
replacement trees (milkflower Cotoneaster labelled 5 & 6) have 
already been planted and established. 

03/06/2020 

20201110 1 South Avenue, Thorpe St Andrew TPO 

T1 Monterey cypress - remove previously topped stem towards 
north, raise remaining canopy to 4/5 m, clean crown of dead 
suppressed crossing branches.                                                         
T3 Lawson cypress – fell. 

04/06/2020 

20201114 The Knoll, 13 Highfield Avenue, Brundall TPO G3 hybrid poplar - fell. Approved 

20201116 
Norbrey, 58 Bishops Close, Thorpe St 
Andrew. 

211 
T01 oak - cut back all branches to 3ft from main trunk of tree. 
T02 confer - fell and replace with landscaped planting. 

Approved 

20201121 Glenmaric, Marsh Road, Halvergate TPO 

TPO 1 - dead walnut – fell.                                                               
TPO 2 - horse chestnut - I would like to remove branches from 
this tree as the branches are growing around the telephone 
cable. Current estimated height is 25m, crown thin by 2%. 

09/06/2020 

20201122 20 Bircham Road, Reepham TPO 
T1 ornamental tree and T2, T3, T4, T5, T6 & T7 leylandii – 
remove and replace with mixed species shrubs to fence height, 
which will enhance the house and garden. 

08/06/2020 

20201127 
20 Saint Davids Drive, Great Little 
Plumstead 

TPO 

T1 & T2 oak - crown reduction and thin mature trees forming 
single canopy, extended limbs to be reduced by 1-2m to reduce 
sail factor and end weight as one of the oaks has a heavy 
inclination toward multiple targets including a house. The trees 
are in good health and showing positive vitality. The lightweight 
nature of the proposed pruning will only enhance the trees’ 
structure and hopefully strengthen interior growth for years to 
come. They are of large amenity value to an otherwise built up 
area lacking trees. Deadwood removal and a light crown raise of 
4-5m would also be requested to allow vehicles to pass without 
contact, and to reduce detritus falling from the canopies. 

08/06/2020 

20201131 37 Chapel Street, Cawston 211 Willow - pollard from 12m to 4m. Approved 

20201132 
Yarehill, 56 Thunder Lane, Thorpe St 
Andrew, 

TPO T1 sycamore and T2 yew – fell. Approved 

20201137 11 The Street, Burgh and Tuttington 211 6 x leylandi – remove. Approved 

20201150 Four Winds, 144 Lower Street, Salhouse 211 Ash – pollard at 8 – 10 m Approved 

20201151 
The Old Granaries, 7 White Lion Road, 
Coltishall 

211 

T1 copper beech - reduce height/upper crown by 1.5-2m from 
approx 17m to 15m.                                                                      
T2, T3 & T4 conifers – remove.                                                       
T5 cherry - reduce height by 1m from approx 7m to 6m to 
previous pruning points. 

Approved 

20201168 68A Church Street, Old Catton 211 
Variegated maple - crown raise to 3m and crown reduction by 2-
2.5m (current height 10-11m). 

Approved 

20201172 

Centre of pond 175m from south barn, 
Buxton Lodge.  Barns 57m from 
unnamed road, Mill Reach, Buxton With 
Lamas. 

TPO 

T3 ash – fell.                                                                                        
T4 purple leaf plum - crown lift to 5.5m above highway; crown 
clean and remove hazardous deadwood over roadway; crown 
reduce by 2-3m to reduce end loading and failure risk.                  
T7 maple - crown lift damaged branches over car park to 3-4m.                                                                                           
T8, T9 & T10 willows and G3 Monterey cypress - crown lift to 
5.5m above highway; crown clean and remove hazardous 
deadwood over roadway and access. 

Approved 



 
 22 

20201175 
Land at Haveringland Hall Park, 
Haveringland 

TPO 

No 4 lodges- 2 x ash – fell.                                                           
1A lodge- skinny Scots pine growing through canopy of 
neighbouring sycamore - fell.                                                          
10 Lakeside- Silver birch - remove large limb over caravan to 
balance the tree canopy.                                                                 
35 Lakeview - leaning oak - fell.                                                     
16 Lakeside - 3 x leylandii – fell.                                                          
17 Lakeside - small conifer - fell.                                                           
1 Arboretum – oak - raise and crown clean. 

15/06/2020 

20201178 18 Millgate, Aylsham 211 

T1 beech - reduce over-extending lateral branches to south from 
9m to 4m.                                                                                       
T2 oak -  reduce over-extending branches to north side from 8m  
to 5m and to give the canopy a 15 % thin. 

15/06/2020 

20201180 
Boundary tree at village pond, Parkside 
Drive, Old Catton 

211 
Acer - trim branches touching roof of number 5 by approx 1.5m, 
current length 3-4m. 

Approved 

20201188 Bramblings, 57 Station Road, Foulsham 211 Cherry – remove. Approved 

20201190 
Buttercup Meadow, Spiworth Road, Old 
Catton 

211 

Oak - crown lift over path/roadway by approx 3m and laterally by 
up to 2m. Clear around street light by 1m.                                    
T2 field maple - crown lift over path and reduce as necessary.                                                                                   
T3 sycamore - remove to hedge line and crown raise to 3m. 

Approved 

20201191 Old Forge, 10 Chapel Street, Cawston 211 
T1 willow - height approx 9m – re-pollard to main fork.                   
T2 apple - height 6m - remove north stem branching over shed 
to east. Prune remaining tree by approx 1.5m 

Approved 

20201192 29 & 26 Seton Road, Taverham TPO 

T10 oak - remove 2 lower limbs over garden (height approx 18m) 
G7 beech - height approx 20m - reduce extended limb in upper 
crown to SW by approx 2m. Reduce additional branches 
overhanging the garage by 1.5m. 

15/06/2020 

20201202 74 Charles Close, Wroxham 211 T1 crab apple – fell. Canopy starting to decline and die-back. Approved 

20201205 Holme Hale, Chapel Street, Cawston 211 Lombardy poplar x 2 - reduce height from approx 22m to 11m. 18/06/2020 

20201211 93 Garrick Green, Old Catton TPO 
T1 sycamore in rear garden - crown raise to 5m all around, 
crown clean, thin 25% of smaller branches and remove large 
branch overhanging garden to rear. 

18/06/2020 

20201224 24 Hastings Avenue, Hellesdon TPO Lop large bows overhanging rear garden. 23/06/2020 

20201226 Under Ridge, Beech Road, Wroxham 211 Beech – fell. 22/06/2020 

20201232 Woodlands, 32 Bircham Road, Reepham TPO 

T1 beech - reduce 3 lateral limbs extending toward neighbours’ 
property by approx 3m to leave approx 6-8m.  Reduce 
secondary leader by approx 2-3m.                                                  
T2 beech - reduce branch loading by approx 2m to leave limbs 
approx 6-8m.                                                                                   
T3 beech - reduce canopy by 2-3m and install a non-invasive 
brace. 

Approved 

20201237 198 Thunder Lane, Thorpe St Andrew TPO 
T1 sweet chestnut - remove first low bough growing toward 
property raising crown from 3.5m to approx 4.5m over driveway. 
No change to spread or height.  Remove larger deadwood. 

18/06/2020 

20201238 196 Thunder Lane, Thorpe St Andrew TPO 
T1 sweet chestnut - remove first two boughs growing over 
driveway; raise crown from 3m to 4.5m; remove bough touching 
street lamp to clear light to pathway. No height or width reduction 

18/06/2020 

20201239 5 Sego Vale, Taverham TPO 
T1 oak and T3, t5 & T6 sycamore – fell.                                           
T2 beech & sycamore - tip back from property by 2-3m reducing.                             
T4 sycamore - reduce from 20m to 17m. 

18/06/2020 

20201248 5 Chapel Lane, Thorpe St Andrew TPO 
T1 sycamore & T2 hawthorn - reduce height from 7.5m to 3.5m; 
prune back from building, reducing spread from 6m to 4m. 

29/06/2020 

20201249 Maybrook, 10 Blofield Road, Brundall TPO 

Copper birch located in next door neighbours’ garden at 8 
Blofield Road - reduce 2 branches over hanging near to my 
house.  Branches stick out and visually make tree look 
unbalanced. I shall hire a cherry picker to reduce branches in 
proportion to rest of the tree.  

29/06/2020 

20201251 31 Oakdale Road, Brundall TPO 

2 x Alnus glutinosa approximately 12m & 15m tall - remove due 
to creating excessive shade in garden. There are only two trees 
in our garden and they are caught under the umbrella of A1 
protected trees of TPO 1972 No.7 (247). 

29/06/2020 
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20201252 
Newlands, 9 School Lane, Thorpe St 
Andrew 

TPO 

T1 oak - reduce height from approx 20m to approx 14m.Tree is 
dangerously close to property and there is history of tree failure 
on this steep bank. Customer wants to preserve the trees as 
they are holding the bank together.                                                
T2 oak - reduce from approx 20m to approx 14m as above tree 
is close to property and on a steep bank.                                    
T3 oak reduce from approx 6m to 14m as above. Happy to take 
advice and a site meeting a must. 

29/06/2020 

20201255 53 Hungate Street, Aylsham 211 Grey spruce – fell. 22/06/2020 

20201257 The Grange, 13 Blofield Road, Brundall TPO 
Raise over driveway and garage to 5.2m. Removal of limbs 
rubbing on roof side of garage. Removal of dead branches 

Approved 

20201261 Stevelyn, Sir Williams Lane, Aylsham 211 
Removal of fallen Laburnum tree in driveway.                                  
Fir trees - trim branches back and trim top of trees. 

24/06/2020 

20201263 Church Lodge, The Street, Halvergate 211 
T1 tulip tree - complete removal of lowest branch overhanging 
garage due to building works commencing shortly and garage 
roof height will be raised. 

30/06/2020 

20201269 Crossways, 17 Cromer Road, Aylsham 211 Cherry – fell. 30/06/2020 

20201270 62 Maple Drive, Taverham TPO 
Cherry - Reduce height from 7.5m to 5m.                                      
Maple – fell. 

29/06/2020 

20201287 18 The Avenue, Wroxham TPO G9 Scots pine – fell. 30/03/2020 

20201300 Daisy Cottage, 19 Millgate, Aylsham 211 T1 & T2 pine – fell. 03/07/2020 

20201302 The Laurels, 20 Norwich Road, Horstead 211 T2 lime – fell. 29/06/2020 

20201312 37 Oakdale Road, Brundall TPO Removal of dead tree (species unknown) Approved 

20201322 
Long Meadow Lodge, 15A Long 
Meadow, Brundall 

TPO Removal of dead Acacia in G1 Approved 

20201326 6B Westbourne Road, Coltishall TPO G1 lime - fell 08/07/2020 

20201328 
Holiday House, Church Street, Old 
Catton 

211 

T1 holm oak - crown raise to 3m and crown reduce by 1.5m, 
current height 8 - 9m.                                                                   
T2 copper beech - crown raise to 3m and crown reduce by 2 - 
2.5m, current height 10m.                                                                   
G3 oak & sycamore - crown raise to 3m, crown reduce by 1.5 - 
2m and crown thin by 10%. 

06/07/2020 

20201329 The Hollies, Beech Road, Wroxham 211 
T1 yew - reduce by 2 - 2.5m to form smaller hedgerow with 
adjacent conifers.                                                                                
T2 Eucalyptus - re-pollard to previous growth point/knuckles. 

06/07/2020 

20201336 23 Firethorn Close, Taverham TPO 
Oak in rear garden - current height 12m, crown raise by 4-5m to 
allow daylight into garden (removing excessive shading) and to 
remove overhanging branches in the adjacent properties. 

21/07/2020 

20201337 15 Buckthorn Close, Taverham TPO 

Oak in the grounds of car park at Mulberry Court, Taverham - 
height 8-10m. Cut overhanging branches which are approx 3m 
that overhang property of 15 Buckthorn Close. These are 
causing excessive shading and sap damage to car. 

21/07/2020 

20201338 
The Manor House, Church Street, Old 
Catton 

211 Eucalyptus - fell Approved 

20201339 2 Oakfield Road, Aylsham 211 

T1 lime - crown lift to 5m over highway.                                             
T2 boxelder maple and T3 3 x birch – fell.                                         
T4 whitebeam - reduce by 1.5m overall (reduce height from 5.5m 
to 5m and crown spread from 6m to 4.5m), shape and remove 
lowest limb touching the wall.                                                           
T5 walnut - crown lift to 2.5m over the footpath. 

Approved 

20201340 
St Giles,6 Claypit Road, Foulsham, 
Dereham 

211 

T1 yew - reduce height by 3-4m from 13m to 9-10m and spread 
from 7-8m to 4-5m to remove from neighbours’ roof.                       
T2 sycamore - reduce height by 3-4m from 16m to 12-13m and 
spread from 9m to 5-6m to take away from main house roof and 
highway; crown lift to 5.2m.                                                                
T3 laurel and T4 eucalyptus – fell. 

07/07/2020 

20201341 
Saxon Lodge, 141 Norwich Road, 
Wroxham 

211 

T1 3 x conifers, T3 plum and T4 2 x cypress – fell.                         
G2 beech and Laurel - raise branches over drive to 2m.                  
G5 4 x leylandii (hedge) – remove.                                              
T6 beech - raise to approx 2 - 2.5m over garden area. 

Approved 

20201343 4 Swansgate, Old Catton TPO T1 & T2 – whitebeams – fell. 09/07/2020 

20201344 42 Charles Close, Wroxham 211 
T1 cherry - 5m high, 8m wide; crown raise to 2m, crown reduce 
by 1.5-2m and management works.                                                  
T2 dogwood - reduce overhanging limbs to boundary. 

Approved 
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20201345 Cawdy,16 Lower Street, Salhouse 211 

Silver birch - 14m, fell.                                                                        
Silver birch - 13m, crown reduce by 2-2.5m.                                       
Beech trees in neighbouring property - reduce overhanging 
branches back to boundary. 

09/07/2020 

20201353 229 St Faiths Road, Old Catton 211 Sycamore (dead) - remove Approved 

20201354 
Thatched Cottage, Beech Road, 
Wroxham 

211 Ash (dead) – remove. Approved 

20201358 
Broadgreen, 139A Norwich Road, 
Wroxham 

211 
G1 Leyland cypress - fell   .                                                             
T13 false acacia - fell and grind out stump. 

Approved 

20201359 The Grange, Doctors Road, Blofield TPO 

T1 sycamore - approx. 20m in height. Raise crown to approx 6m 
on north-west/south-west aspect of tree to match previous works 
carried out on opposite side by reducing back to primary and 
secondary growth points where practicably possible. 

14/07/2020 

20201361 
Centre of pond 175m from South Barn, 
Buxton Lodge Barns 57m from unnamed 
road, Mill Reach, Buxton with Lamas 

TPO 

T5 willow- reduce to /pollard at 4m. Currently a 10m tree lost 2 
major limbs from main union at 3m in winds on 4/5 July 2020. 
Reduction recommended to reduce risk of complete tree failure 
and loss. Risk to car parking area and livestock in meadow from 
hazardous limbs. 

14/07/2020 

20201364 25 Thorpe Avenue, Thorpe St Andrew TPO T1 oak – fell. 14/07/2020 

20201371 
Aylsham High School, Sir Williams Lane, 
Aylsham 

211 Oak – reduce by 30% 10/07/2020 

20201373 67 Low Road, Hellesdon TPO 

T1 plum, T2 pine, T3 yew, T4 bullace, T5 & T9 cypress, T6 birch, 
T7 spruce, T8 holly, T12 Norway maple and T13 oak – fell.                                                                                                     
T10 crimson maple - no work required.                                       
T11 cypress - raise by clear stemming up to 2.5 to 3m. 

16/07/2020 

20201380 89C Yarmouth Road, Thorpe St Andrew 211 

T1, T2 & T3 sycamores - reduce western portion of crowns by 
2.5m in order to alleviate bias.                                                     
T4 Acer - crown lift to provide 4m and reduce eastern aspect of 
crown by 2m. 

17/07/2020 

20201381 8 Woodland Drive, Thorpe End 211 
Prunus - crown reduce from 4.8m to 2.4m in height and width. 
Holly, leaning silver birch and 17 conifers on rear boundary – fell.                            
Willow - crown reduce from 9m in height and width to 6m.  

15/07/2020 

20201383 Kanoni, 106 Lower Street, Salhouse 211 

T1 Norway maple - current height 10.5m, reduce crown by up to 
1.5m, crown thin by 20% and remove crossing/rubbing branches. 
T2 sugar maple - current height 7.5m, reduce crown by approx 
1m, crown thin and remove crossing/rubbing branches.                   
T3 Acacia - current height 7.5m, reduce crown. 

Approved 

20201386 
Ivy Cottage, 13 Yarmouth Road, Thorpe 
St Andrew 

211 T1 field maple - fell due to undesirable planting plot and location. 20/07/2020 

20201388 2 Yare Valley Rise, Brundall TPO 

T1, T2 and T3 conifers and T4 beech- reduce overhang from 
path and road by up to 1-2m.                                                      
T5 holly & T6 lime– remove epicormic growth at base and crown 
lift by 2-2.5m.                                                                                  
T7 yew - remove epicormic growth at base.                                       
T8 & T9 yew - remove epicormic growth at base and light trim off 
path if required. 

20/07/2020 

20201401 3 Library Close, Blofield, Norwich TPO 

T1 beech - reduce lowest lateral branches by 2-3m on south of 
canopy (crown spread 9m to 7m) away from house.                      
T2 oak - prune two branches back to the main stem on south of 
canopy, away from house, (as discussed with tree officer).            
T3 & T4 laurel – fell.                                                                             
G1 sycamore - crown raise to 4.5m to avoid conflict neighbouring 
property and allow more light onto woodland floor. 

17/07/2020 

20201404 7 Colkett Drive, Old Catton TPO 

G3 Scots pine - crown lift by 1.8m. Lateral and height reduction 
of approx 1.8m to top right corner. Left hand branch currently at 
approx 7m above ground level and approx 6m in length, 
selective reduction of approx 1.5m to fit with existing canopy 
outline. Crown thin by approx 10%. 

22/07/2020 

20201410 6 Library Close, Blofield TPO 

Acer - reduce northern spread from 8 to 6.5m and western 
spread from 9 to 7.5m to alleviate bias caused by neighbouring 
pine. Crown lift to 5.5m to alleviate impact on recently planted 
pleached trees.                                                                                     
Pine - remove deadwood and inspect crown for further defects.                   
Sycamore – fell. 

23/07/2020 

20201412 The Pines, 8 Parkside Drive, Old Catton 211 
T1 holly - reduce height from 8m to 4m.                                      
T2 holly - reduce crown from 5m to 3.5m. 

23/07/2020 

20201415 2 Swansgate, Old Catton TPO Sycamore – fell. 21/07/2020 
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20201420 69 Garrick Green, Old Catton TPO 

T1 sycamore - crown lift to 6m and clean out crown removing 
deadwood and smaller crossing branches.                                      
T2 sycamore - crown lift to 6m, reduce branches approaching on 
yew by up to 2m and clean out crown removing deadwood and 
smaller crossing branches.                                                            
T3 yew - reduce lower branches up to approximately 5m by up to 
2m over neighbours’ garden. 

24/07/2020 

20201422 
Dolphin House, 15 Lower Street, 
Salhouse 

211 

Horse chestnut – fell.                                                                        
Sweet chestnut - slight raise over garden by...  ???                              
Oak - crown raise to 2.5m, reduce rough ends on oak to shape.             
Hawthorn - reduce by 2-2.5m.                                                       
Siberian fir - crown raise to 1.6m.                                                
Magnolia - crown reduce. 

22/07/2020 

20201424 
3 Owen Court, Saint Andrews Park, 
Thorpe St Andrew 

TPO 
W2 oak - current height 12m. Reduce crown by 2m, thin sections 
of prolific reactive growth, general management. 

22/07/2020 

20201425 7 Charles Close, Wroxham 211 
Silver birch - crown reduction by 2.5-3m.                                         
G1 - crown raise over highway by 3.5m. 

Approved 

20201426 Scout HQ, Bidwell Close, Drayton TPO 
Hornbeam, oaks, birch and spindle – all dead; fell. All trees have 
been replaced. 

23/07/2020 

20201427 Church Farm, 6 Booton Road, Cawston 211 
T1 & T6 horse chestnut, T2 lime, T3 beech, T5 spruce x 3 and 
G1 row of roadside conifers – fell.                                                 
T4 holly x 2 - reduce to bush to re-form, height 5m to 2m. 

16/07/2020 

20201441 
Aylsham High School, Sir Williams Lane, 
Aylsham 

211 
Beech - reduce crown by 30% to prevent failure to property at 2 
Gashouse Hill. 

23/07/2019 

20201428 The Dell, 42 Wood Lane, Burgh 211 Remove dead elm. Approved 

20201435 62 Charles Close, Wroxham TPO 

T1 lime - lift crown to 3m to maintain clear access on public 
footpath. Crown reduction to approx 8m (h) x 4m (w), 
maintaining sympathetic overall shape, to arrest spread of 
branches into other trees nearby. Crown thin by 25-30% to 
reduce overcrowding.                                                                           
T2 larch - fell. Tree has never flourished as it is being suffocated 
by proximity of the lime.  Neither tree can benefit from being 
close. Do not wish to re-plant as it is so close to other trees.      
T3 goat willow - fell. This tree is being smothered by adjacent 
birch. Do not wish to re-plant as it is so close to other trees.      
T4 copper beech – crown lift to 3m.  Reduce crown to 8m (h) x 
5m (w), maintaining a sympathetic overall shape. Carry out some 
crown thinning - approx 20%.                                                      
T5 laburnum and T6 lilac (these are so close/entwined that they 
almost appear as one shrub!) - Fell. These are very much past 
their best as they appear to ha  ????? 

27/07/2020 

20201440 Oak House, 16A Hurn Road, Drayton TPO T12 & T15 pine - dead, remove . 22/07/2020 

20201449 34 High Street, Coltishall 211 T2 sycamore - fell. 27/07/2020 

20201451 
Manor Road, Horsham Newton St 
Faiths 

TPO 

T1 oak - reduce low laterals inside the RPA which falls within the 
development of the property - 3 laterals - remove 2-3m leaving 6-
8m. Inside RPA to Airspade root prune to allow footing of 
development to be dug.                                                                       
T2 walnut - remove lowest lateral and lateral that has been cut 
and left with a blank end - the dominant side limb bias to the site 
to raise by removing 2 laterals and pruning back the remainder 
to lessen the loading by approx 1-1.5m and leaving 1.5-2m. 

24/07/2020 

Explanatory Notes: 

1) App No is the unique Broadland District Council Planning Application number allocated to the application to carry out work and is the number by 
which progress of the application may be traced.  Any comment, objection, support or request for information should quote this number. 

2)  Address is the address to which the application for work relates.  In other words, it is the address where the trees for which the application is made 
are located.  

3) Cat (ie Category) denotes the type of application.  TPO = works to trees subject to a Tree Preservation Order; or 
                                                                             211 = Section 211 Notifications for Works to Trees Within Conservation Areas 

4)   Species / Requested Works is the species of the tree(s) concerned and details of the work proposed.  A reference such as T1, T2 or G1 may also 
appear and that is simply a reference to the tree(s) on the TPO, Conservation Order or simply on the application. 

5) Received is either the date on which the application was received by Broadland District Council or the actual decision. 

6) This list is not intended to be a definitive list of all the relevant details.  The reader should always refer to the specific application on the Broadland 
District Council “Planning Explorer” at https://secure.broadland.gov.uk/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/GeneralSearch.aspx to view the application or 
read the Council’s decision. 

 
 


