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 2021 – A Year for Change 
 

ESLEY and I wish you all a Happy New Year … and what 
a challenging year 2021 promises to be!  We have yet to 
learn the full effect of the COVID-19 free for all the 

government allowed over the Christmas period (despite us 
now being in Tier 4) and Brexit now becomes a reality!!

Add to that the fact that our 
planet is in terrible danger, and 
world governments appear to only 
pay lip service to that fact, and the 
outlook is pretty bleak. 

Well it will be if we all sit on our derrieres 
and do nothing.  Please, please, please, let’s all 
make 2021 the time for change because 2022 
may very well be too late. 

One of our Tree Wardens proudly told me 
that he had planted 32 trees this season.  When 
I asked why he hadn’t planted 33 he was 
shocked. 

Another Tree Warden said that he had 
planted 100 metres of hedgerow.  When I asked 
why he hadn’t planted 110 metres he looked at 
me as if I was mad (yes I know many of you 
think I am). 

A Tree Warden told me that her parish 
council was not interested in planting trees and 
I asked her why.  She replied that they had 
never asked her to plant anything but when I 
enquired further I discovered that she hadn’t 
attended a meeting of the council for over two 
years. Do they know that she exists? 

We can all do more.  We all have to do 
more.  We all have to encourage everyone else 
to do more. 

When I have completed a project I never 
think of how well I’ve done or how good it has 
turned out.  Instead I wonder how much more I 
could have achieved and how much better it 
could have all turned out. 

Yep.  I don’t only say to you “don’t ask what 
the Broadland Tree Warden Network can do for 
you but instead what you can do for the 
Broadland Tree Warden Network.” 

As my children used to complain, “you’re 
never satisfied are you Dad?”  However, I 
believe that they both now ensure that they do 
the very best they can.   

So come on all of you, we still have a few 
pounds in the tree planting kitty for this season.  
If you haven’t planted a tree yet this year then 
request one from me.  In fact, why not go one 
better than that and request two?  Then you can 
step back feeling very satisfied until you ask 
yourself why you didn’t plant three!! 
 

RITING on the BBC News 
website, Roger Harrabin, 
BBC environment analyst, 

revealed that a government spend-
ing watchdog has warned that 
meeting the UK's world-leading 
climate change target will be a 
"colossal challenge".  

The National Audit Office says it will affect 
the way we work, travel, heat our homes - even 
how much meat we eat.  In a report it says the 
cost of cutting CO2 is highly uncertain, but the 
cost of allowing temperatures to rise would 
probably be greater. 

The PM has vowed to cut emissions by 68% 
by 2030 based on 1990 levels.  Making the new 
pledge, Boris Johnson urged other world lead-

ers to follow with ambitious targets at the virtual 
climate summit he hosted on 12 December. 

The announcement has been broadly wel-
comed, although scientists say it does not 
guarantee dangerous climate change will be 
avoided.  They urged Mr Johnson to impose 
policies to back up his ambitions.  Currently the 
UK is slipping behind its existing targets. 

The PM said: “We have proven we can 
reduce our emissions and create hundreds of 
thousands of jobs in the process, uniting 
businesses, academics, NGOs and local 
communities in a common goal to go further and 
faster to tackle climate change. 

“Today, we are taking the lead with an 
ambitious new target to reduce our emissions by 
2030 faster than any major economy, but this is 
a global effort which is why the UK is urging 
world leaders to bring forward their own am-
bitious plans to cut emissions and set net zero 
targets.” 

One of the UK’s leading climate scientists, 
Prof Sir Brian Hoskins, told BBC News: “Mr 
Johnson’s target is ambitious, but we need 
action to back it up, right now.” 

He noted that Chancellor Rishi Sunak 
recently committed £127bn to the HS2 rail link 
and new roads - which will both increase 
emissions - while offering just £1bn to home 
insulation, which would reduce emissions. 

Prof Hoskins remarked: “The actions of the 
chancellor don't measure up. Every single 
department has to wear climate change glasses 
when they think of new policies and the 
Treasury clearly hasn’t got that message.” 

He and other scientists said that even if the 
UK and other nations keep their promises on 
cutting emissions there was no guarantee the 
world would avoid serious heating. 

“The world will be increasingly difficult and 
dangerous with every percentage point of temp-
erature rise,” he said. “There are important 
things we don’t know for sure. How much more 
does it take to destabilise Antarctica, for 
instance? We don't know… and the impact 
could be devastating.” 

Prof Corinne Le Quéré from the University 
of East Anglia said if nations matched the UK’s 
lead “it won’t be a safe climate but it will be a 
safer climate than we’d get based on current 
levels of ambition.” 

A coalition of green groups is urging the 
government to reach a 75% cut by 2030 and 
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In 2019, total UK greenhouse gas 
emissions were 45% per cent lower than 
in 1990. Achieving the new target, a 68% 
cut, will require the UK working 50% 
harder than it currently is. 

Between 2008 and 2018 the energy 
sector saw the biggest fall in emissions 
(-62%) as the UK abandoned coal 
burning. It is followed by the waste 
sector (-46%) which started capturing 
methane emissions, and industry (29%) 
where efficiency improved. Emissions 
from transport have barely fallen (-3%). 

Farm emissions are almost static (-2%). 
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more radical groups such as Extinction 
Rebellion say the UK should stop emissions 
almost completely within a few years to be 
confident of avoiding climate disaster. 

Research by the London School of Econom-
ics (LSE) found that it is economically feasible 
for UK emissions to be cut by 72%. The govern-
ment has not costed the range of measures that 
would be needed, but experts say more homes 
will need to switch to low-carbon heating. Gas-
guzzling SUVs might also be forced off the 
roads and frequent fliers taxed more. 

The Committee on Climate Change (CCC), 
which advises government, welcomed the 68% 
cut, but warned: “This is more than just a 
number. 

“It should be accompanied by wider climate 
commitments, including the development of a 
policy package and net zero strategy to deliver 
against the UK goal; clear commitments to re-
duce international aviation and shipping 
emissions; and greater support for climate 
finance, particularly for developing countries.” 

Net zero refers to cutting greenhouse gas 
emissions as far as possible and balancing any 
further releases by removing an equivalent 
amount from the atmosphere. 

The prime minister’s 68% target represents 
the UK’s NDC – its nationally determined 
contribution towards meeting the Paris 
Agreement.  NDCs represent the commitments 
by each country, under the Paris pact, to reduce 
their own national emissions and adapt to the 
impacts of climate change. 

The Paris deal, signed in 2016, is aimed at 
keeping global temperature rise well under 2ºC, 
preferably with a maximum rise of 1.5ºC. 

The virtual event Mr Johnson held was in 
place of annual UN climate talks scheduled for 
Glasgow in November but postponed by a year 
because of COVID-19.  The UK will hold the 
presidency of next year’s meeting in partnership 
with Italy. It is known as COP26 - the 26th 
Conference of the Parties. 

Laurence Tubiana, an architect of the Paris 
Agreement, said: "This commitment from the 
prime minister can underpin his personal efforts 
to seek similar moves from counterparts in the 
run-up to the Glasgow Summit next year.  (It will 
need) investments in areas ranging from 
greener steel production to farming and clean 
heating technologies, but other countries can 
draw confidence from Britain's leadership." 

The RSPB’s Martin Harper said: “The UK 
government’s new 2030 climate target will 
enhance the UK’s leadership credentials, but we 
need to go further and faster, in particular by 
investing in protecting and restoring habitats 
such as our peatlands which are so important 
for locking up carbon.” 

A UK strategy on conserving peat is long-
delayed. 

Ed Miliband, the shadow business 
secretary, said: "We welcome the important 
strengthening of the 2030 UK target, but this is 
the minimum we should aim for." 

Peter Simpson, from Anglian Water and co-
chair of the Prince of Wales's Corporate 
Leaders Group, said: “Credible plans matter in 

the race to zero, so today’s announcement is 
welcomed. The spotlight is on.” 

Meg Hillier, chairwoman of the Public 
Accounts Committee, said the net zero target 
was "daunting". 

"The government hasn't put its own house 
in order yet or done enough to put the UK on 
course to meet older, easier targets. It's time to 
lead by example and shift its efforts up a gear," 
she said. 
 

NITED Nations chief Antonio 
Guterres has issued a stark 
warning to world leaders 

about the state of the planet saying 
that "Our planet is broken”. 
 Justin Rowlatt, the BBC’s Chief environment 
correspondent, reported that Antonio Guterres 
said the humanity is waging what he describes 
as a "suicidal" war on the natural world.  "Nature 
always strikes back, and is doing so with 
gathering force and fury," he told a BBC special 
event on the environment. 

Mr Guterres wants to put tackling climate 
change at the heart of the UN's global mission.  
In a speech entitled State of the Planet, he 
announced that its "central objective" next year 
will be to build a global coalition around the need 
to reduce emissions to net zero. 

Net zero refers to cutting greenhouse gas 
emissions as far as possible and balancing any 
further releases by removing an equivalent 
amount from the atmosphere. 

Mr Guterres said that every country, city, 
financial institution and company "should adopt 
plans for a transition to net zero emissions by 
2050". In his view, they will also need to take 
decisive action now to put themselves on the 
path towards achieving this vision. 

The objective, said the UN secretary 
general, will be to cut global emissions by 45% 
by 2030 compared with 2010 levels and he 
demanded the nations of the world to put a price 
on carbon; phase out fossil fuel finance and end 
fossil fuel subsidies; shift the tax burden from 
income to carbon, and from tax payers to 
polluters; integrate the goal of carbon neutrality 
(a similar concept to net zero) into all economic 
and fiscal policies and decisions; and help those 
around the world who are already facing the dire 
impacts of climate change. 

It is an ambitious agenda, as Mr Guterres 
acknowledged, but he said “Radical action is 
needed now.  The science is clear. Unless the 
world cuts fossil fuel production by 6% every 
year between now and 2030, things will get 
worse. Much worse." 

Climate policies have yet to rise to the 
challenge, the UN chief said, adding that 
"without concerted action, we may be headed 
for a catastrophic three to five-degree 
temperature rise this century". 

The impact is already being felt around the 
world.  He warned "Apocalyptic fires and floods, 
cyclones and hurricanes are the new normal.  
Biodiversity is collapsing. Deserts are spread-
ing. Oceans are choking with plastic waste." 

Mr Guterres said the nations of the world 
must bring ambitious commitments to cut 
emissions to the international climate confer-
ence the UK and Italy are hosting in Glasgow in 
November next year. 

As well as pressing for action on the climate 
crisis, he urged nations to tackle the extinction 
crisis that is destroying biodiversity and to step 
up efforts to reduce pollution. 

He said that we face a "moment of truth", but 
he does discern some glimmers of hope. 

He acknowledged that the European Union, 
the US, China, Japan, South Korea and more 

than 110 other countries have committed to 
become carbon neutral by the middle of this 
century.  He said he wants to see this 
momentum turned into a movement. 

Mr Guterres said he believes that tech-
nology will help us to reach these targets.  "The 
coal business is going up in smoke," because it 
costs more to run most of today's coal plants 
than it does to build new renewable plants from 
scratch, he told the BBC. 

"We must forge a safer, more sustainable 
and equitable path", the UN chief concluded. 

He said it is time for this war against the 
planet to end, adding: "We must declare a 
permanent ceasefire and reconcile with nature." 

 

HOSE of you who joined our 
AGM via Microsoft Teams will 
remember that Jo Parmenter 

(Reedham) raised the subject of 
tree planting on priority open 
habitats. 

Well, I’m delighted to report that the Forestry 
Commission must have been listening in 
because it has just published supplementary 
guidance offering an overview of those priority 
open habitats most likely to need consideration 
during the planning and assessment of 
woodland creation proposals. 

Entitled “Priority open habitats and 
woodland creation: A field guide (2020)” it 
includes the following information: 

• a definition of priority habitats 
• information on the extent of priority habitats 

in England 
• the eight principles applied when 

considering woodland creation on or near to 
a priority open habitat 

• an overview of priority open habitats – their 
definition, characteristic plants and 
associated national vegetation communities 
(NVC) 

• conservation issues and indicators of poor 
condition 

• surveys to inform suitability for woodland 
creation 
I urge you all to download a copy and 

ensure that you are aware of the Forestry 
Commission recommendations.  Make sure that 
you refer to the guidance when planning future 
planting schemes. 

 

 WAS most disappointed, though 
not really surprised, that the 
Environment Agency has forced 

its way on to a section of a river 
following reports that it had been 
"bulldozed" in what the local 
wildlife trust described as a "crime 
against the environment". 

The protected stretch of the River Lugg had 
been "completely obliterated", Herefordshire 
Wildlife Trust said.  It added the work would 
have "huge repercussions for wildlife down-
stream". 

The Environment Agency is leading an 
investigation into what it said was a "series of 
unconsented works".  West Mercia Police, 
Natural England and the Forestry Commission 
are also involved. 

Emma Johnson, from Natural England, 
said: "I'm shocked by the destruction I've seen 
to this very special river." 

The wildlife trust said all habitats had been 
badly affected after a one-mile stretch of the 
river and its banks were "bulldozed, straight-
ened and re-profiled into a sterile canal".  
Wildlife affected is believed to include crayfish, 
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otters, salmon, lampreys and dragonflies. 
Dave Throup, area manager for the 

Environment Agency, said it was "treating this 
very seriously" and had "taken immediate action 
in an attempt to prevent any further works at the 
site". 

The wildlife trust said it hoped for a 
prosecution after it claimed a 16-tonne bulldozer 
was used by people "well aware" the river was 
a designated Site of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI). 

Chief Executive Helen Stace said "The 
bank-side trees are all grubbed out and burnt, 
the river gravels have been scraped away, and 
the beautiful meanders of the river have been 
straightened and re-profiled.  This is a crime 
against the environment. Swift action needs to 
be taken." 

A legal notice requiring the works to stop 
immediately had been served to the landowner 
by Natural England, the Environment Agency 
said. 

Mr Throup added: "This is a beautiful part of 
the world. To see the changes from last week to 
this is terrible. We're working closely with our 
partners to ensure this is thoroughly 
investigated." 

Regretfully, when the guilty party has been 
charged, no punishment can compensate for 
the destruction and irreparable damage caused 
to the local environment. 
 

 WAS pleased to read in the 
Eastern Daily Press that Norfolk 
County Council has planted the 

first of 1 million trees it aims to 
plant over five years.  

The first trees have gone into the ground in 
an ambitious scheme to plant one million in 
Norfolk over the next five years.  The planting in 
Norfolk County Council's One Million Trees for 
Norfolk drive coincided with National Tree 
Week. 

Thousands of trees and hedge plants will be 
going into the ground as the first planting season 
in the five-year project gets underway.  The 
project grew from a motion brought to full council 
by Sandra Squire, Independent councillor for 
Marshland North, in November 2019. 

The goal is for Norfolk to achieve a net gain 
of one million trees to help towards the county 
council’s wider ambition to become carbon 
neutral by 2030. 

Andy Grant, Norfolk County Council’s 
cabinet member for environment and waste, 
said: "One Million Trees for Norfolk is a huge 
undertaking and one of many approaches we 
need to achieve our aim of becoming carbon 
neutral within 10 years.  By planting trees and 
hedges, we’re helping to tackle climate change 
by increasing carbon storage, as well as 
encouraging wildlife and contributing to the 
good quality of life we enjoy in Norfolk. 

“We really want this to be a community effort 
too so in the spring we’ll be sharing detailed 
information about how everyone can get 
involved in the 2021/22 planting season, 
whether you’re planning to plant just a couple of 
trees or create a whole new woodland.” 

More than 6,300 tree and hedge plants are 
going in the ground at Bacton, Thorpe Market, 
and Rollesby on parts of the county council’s 
County Farms estate over the coming month. 

Steve Morphew, leader of the opposition 
Labour group, said the tree planting scheme 
was a positive move, but he questioned how 
such an ambition meshed with the council's 
desire to build the Western Link of the Norwich 
Northern Distributor Road. 

He said: "We can’t seriously claim to be 

playing our part when proposing devastating 
ancient tree and habitat in the name of building 
a road.  More than that the Western Link has 
alternatives and with changes in the way we 
travel post pandemic we should be encouraging 
those instead." 
 

OLICE had to disperse a rave 
of around 200 people in 
Broxbourne Woods, in 

Hertfordshire on 4 December. 
Upon arrival, officers found around 200 

young people with loud music playing in a 
marquee set up in the woodland.  Large 
canisters of nitrous oxide were also found inside 
when police searched the area. 

Police are now asking local communities to 
report signs of large and unlicensed gatherings 
in the run up to Christmas. 

“These young people had clearly gathered 
for a woodland rave and quickly dispersed 
without incident because they knew they were 
breaking the rule of six, which means it is illegal 
for more than six people to get together at this 
time,” said Chief Inspector Stuart Orton, District 
Policing Commander for East Herts. 

“While officers could not reasonably issue 
fines to so many people, we have issued written 
warnings to 27 registered keepers of vehicles 
parked in the wood car parks that night. 

“We are all affected by the pandemic and 
this type of unacceptable breach not only alarms 
the local community, it undermines the efforts of 
others and sets the nation back on our difficult 
journey to return to a sense of normality. I’d 
appeal to everyone’s sense of decency to do the 
right thing and follow the clear Tier 2 guidelines.” 

He added: “People may accuse us of being 
spoilsports but we are here to keep the people 
of Hertfordshire safe. Not only are these types 
of events illegal, they are dangerous for 
attendees with no crowd control measures, 
medical staff or security provision on site. 

“We would appeal for the public’s help and 
ask everyone to be alert to any suspicious 
activity in rural spots and in industrial areas, 
especially over this festive time. We all look 
forward to the day when we can have fun again 
with large groups of friends and family, but now 
is not that time.” 

Police have asked the public to be aware of 
the signs to spot and to inform officers if you see 
social media messages advertising a large 
gathering; people unloading sound equipment; 
cropped bolts on gates; flattened or disturbed 
hedgerows; people in vehicles stopping to look 
into a field; people climbing over a fence or gate 
to look into a field; or vehicles entering fields or 
open spaces. 

 
URING a recent Microsoft 
Teams meeting with 
Broadland District Council’s 

National Management Trainee 
Abigail Langley, I was surprised to 
learn that Annie Sommazzi has left 
the council and moved to a new 
position with North Norfolk District 
Council. 

We have all worked with Annie at some time 
or another and, indeed, she was Co-ordinator of 
our Tree Warden Network prior to the council 
closing it and us “going independent”. 

I’m sure that you will all join me in thanking 
Annie for all her support in the past and wishing 
her all the very best for the future. 

I trust that Ben Burgess negotiated an 
appropriate transfer fee!!! 

HE name Abigail Langley will 
no doubt be new to most, if 
not all, of you.  As I explained, 

she is a National Management 
Trainee. 

 
Educated at Wood Green Secondary 

School she gained A levels in geography, 
English language and literature and music prior 
to moving on to the University of East Anglia 
where she gained a 1st Class Honours degree in 
environmental science. 

Abigail has now been tasked with achieving 
Broadland District Council’s target of planting 
130,000 trees by 2024 and I first met her when 
attended a Zoom meeting with her, Annie 
Sommazzi and Cllr Judy Leggett, the council’s 
Portfolio Holder for Environmental Excellence. 

The council is interested in the role 
Broadland Tree Wardens can play in achieving 
the planting target and is looking to us to tackle 
10% of the planting … that’s 13,000 trees in 3 
years Crootie!! (Poor old Peter doesn’t have 
enough fingers and toes to work that one out!) 

Abigail and I discussed several possible 
planting projects, including ways in which we 
can engage schools and local residents. 

We shall be having further meetings and, 
needless to say, I shall keep you all informed of 
developments.  In the meantime I will be grateful 
to receive any suggestions you may have for 
planting sites. 

 

 WAS very grateful to receive a 
mail from Mark Symonds and a 
call from Jamie Henry just before 

Christmas in response to com-
ments I made in the December 
edition of this newsletter. 
 Jamie thanked me for the comments and I 
am most appreciative of that. 

I thought you might like to read what Mark 
wrote. 

“Thank you for your kind words in the latest 
issue of Broadsheet.  It has been a difficult year 
for us all, but together we have ensured that the 
trees within Broadland have a voice and the 
importance of the Tree Warden Network is 
acknowledged. The work undertaken by the 
TW’s in the district should be applauded” 

Many thanks Mark.  What better encourage-
ment could we wish for as we embark on what 
promises to be a most challenging year? 

Happy New Year to you all   

John Fleetwood
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What is Climate Change? A Really Simple Guide 
 
 

An excellent article published on www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment 
 
 
 

HILE COVID-19 has shaken much of human society, the threat posed by global 
warming has not gone away.  Human activities have increased carbon dioxide 
emissions, driving up temperatures. Extreme weather and melting polar ice are among 

the possible effects.  This article answers the question “what is climate change?” 

The Earth's average temperature 
is about 15ºC but has been much 
higher and lower in the past.  There 
are natural fluctuations in the 
climate but scientists say temper-
atures are now rising faster than at 
many other times. 

This is linked to the greenhouse effect, 
which describes how the Earth's atmosphere 
traps some of the Sun's energy.  Solar energy 
radiating back to space from the Earth's surface 
is absorbed by greenhouse gases and re-
emitted in all directions.  This heats both the 
lower atmosphere and the surface of the planet. 
Without this effect, the Earth would be about 
30ºC colder and hostile to life. 

Scientists believe we are adding to the 
natural greenhouse effect, with gases released 
from industry and agriculture trapping more 
energy and increasing the temperature.  This is 
known as climate change or global warming. 

So, what are greenhouse gases?  The 
greenhouse gas with the greatest impact on 
warming is water vapour, but it remains in the 
atmosphere for only a few days.  Carbon dioxide 
(CO2), however, persists for much longer. It 
would take hundreds of years for a return to pre-
industrial levels and only so much can be 
soaked up by natural reservoirs such as the 
oceans. 

Most man-made emissions of CO2 come 
from burning fossil fuels. When carbon-
absorbing forests are cut down and left to rot, or 
burned, that stored carbon is released, 
contributing to global warming.  Since the 
Industrial Revolution began in about 1750, CO2 
levels have risen more than 30%. The 
concentration of CO2 in the atmosphere is 
higher than at any time in at least 800,000 years. 

Other greenhouse gases such as methane 

and nitrous oxide are also released through 
human activities but they are less abundant than 
carbon dioxide. 

The world is about one degree Celsius 
warmer than before widespread industrial-
isation, according to the World Meteorological 
Organization (WMO).  It says the past five years, 
2015–2019, were the warmest on record. 

Across the globe,  aver-age sea levels 
increased by 3.6mm per year between 2005 and 
201, most of which  was because water 
increases in volume as it heats up. 

However, melting ice is now thought to be 
the main reason for rising sea 
levels. Most glaciers in 
temperate regions of the 
world are re-treating and 
satellite records show a 
dramatic decline in Arctic sea-
ice since 1979. The 
Greenland Ice Sheet has 
experienced record melting in 
recent years. 

Satellite data also shows 
the West Antarctic Ice Sheet 
is losing mass. A recent study 
indicated East Antarctica may 
also have started to lose 
mass. 

The effects of a changing 
climate can also be seen in 
vegetation and land animals. 
These include earlier 
flowering and fruiting times for 
plants and changes in the 
territories of animals. 

The change in the global surface 
temperature between 1850 and the end of the 
21st Century is likely to exceed 1.5ºC, most 
simulations suggest. 

The WMO says that if the current warming 
trend continues, temperatures could rise 3-5ºC 
by the end of this century.  Temperature rises of 
2ºC had long been regarded as the gateway to 
dangerous warming. More recently, scientists 
and policy-makers have argued that limiting 
temperature rises to 1.5ºC is safer. 

An Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) report in 2018 suggested that 
keeping to the 1.5ºC target would require "rapid, 
far-reaching and unprecedented changes in all 
aspects of society". 

The UN is leading a political effort to 
stabilise greenhouse-gas emissions. China 
emits more CO2 than any other country. It is 
followed by the US and the European Union 
member states, although emissions per person 
are much greater there. 

However, even if we now cut greenhouse-
gas emissions dramatically, scientists say the 
effects will continue. Large bodies of water and 
ice can take hundreds of years to respond to 
changes in temperature and it takes CO2 
decades to be removed from the atmosphere. 

There is uncertainty about how great the 
impact of a changing climate will be.  It could 
cause fresh water shortages, dramatically alter 
our ability to produce food and increase the 
number of deaths from floods, storms and 
heatwaves. This is because climate change is 
expected to increase the frequency of extreme 
weather events - though linking any single event 
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to global warming is complicated. 
As the world warms, more water evapor-

ates, leading to more moisture in the air. This 
means many areas will experience more intense 
rainfall and in some places snowfall, but the risk 
of drought in inland areas during hot summers 
will increase. More flooding is expected from 
storms and rising sea levels but there are likely 
to be very strong regional variations in these 
patterns.  Poorer countries, which are least 
equipped to deal with rapid change, could suffer 
the most. 

Plant and animal extinctions are predicted 
as habitats change faster than species can 
adapt. And the World Health Organization 
(WHO) has warned that the health of millions 
could be threatened by increases in malaria, 
water-borne disease and malnutrition. 

As more CO2 is released into the atmos-
phere, uptake of the gas by oceans increases, 
causing the water to become more acidic. This 
could pose major problems for coral reefs. 

Global warming will cause further changes 
that are likely to create further heating. This 
includes the release of large quantities of 
methane as permafrost - frozen soil found 
mainly at high latitudes - melts. 

Responding to climate change will be one of 
the biggest challenges we face this century. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is the Woodland Carbon Code? 
 

HE Woodland Carbon Code has established a market for the purchase of carbon units to 
fund new tree planting.  Planting projects can be carried out by landowners and the Code 
seeks to encourage woodland creation that would otherwise not be carried out (ie not 

commercial forestry plantations that would be going ahead regardless of the existence of the 
Code). It can be viewed as an investment vehicle and a sound commercial endeavour for 
landowners with land that is prime for planting. 

The Code generates carbon 
units, with one carbon unit equating 
to one tonne of CO2 removed from 
the atmosphere. Landowners can 
sell the carbon units to companies 
that are seeking to set-off their CO2 
emissions by investing in these 
woodland projects, or indeed, the 
landowners can use the carbon 
units against their own estate or 
business emissions. 

Carbon units are registered in the UK 
Woodland Carbon Registry, which contains both 
verified units, as well as pending carbon units, 
ie a promise to deliver carbon units in the future 
from land that has not yet been planted, but has 
the potential to house future woodland projects.  

Potential investors can therefore invest in 
existing verified projects, as well as in future 
projects that are undergoing the validation 
process which once verified, can be used to set-
off against projected emissions, whilst at the 
same time supporting future woodland creation. 

The process is as follows. 
1. Project Preparation - this is the first step 

to be undertaken by the landowner in 

conjunction with a project developer, such 
as a land agent, who may also be able to 
source buyers for the units that will be 
generated; 

2. Validation - once a project is ready, it will 
then require to be submitted for its initial 
evaluation, at which point it is assessed 
against the Code eligibility criteria; 

3. Verification - this is the ongoing evaluation 
of the project against the requirements of 
the Code, to assess how much carbon the 
project has sequestered and its continued 
management. 

Once a project has been validated, the 
promise to deliver carbon units, and the number 
of promised units, are registered in the Registry. 
Potential buyers can then view the details of the 
projects, as well as the number of carbon units 
generated.  

There is potential for significant return on 
investment, with companies in the UK reportedly 
paying between £7 and £20 per promise to 
deliver a carbon unit, although it is not yet clear 
on what price a verified carbon unit can attract, 
as not many projects have reached this point. 

There are more technical steps to be 
complied with in this registration process and a 
good project developer can help guide you 

through all of these. More information can be 
found on the Code's website.  

The cost of going through the validation and 
verification procedures is approximately £750 - 
£1,150 per project and in addition there are the 
costs of implementing the project (ie the planting 
and ongoing maintenance), as well as the fees 
of any professional advisers. 

Whilst the funding stream that a successful 
project can generate is a definite draw for 
investment, the Code also creates an 
opportunity for landowners to contribute towards 
supporting a green recovery from the ongoing 
climate crisis.  

It is anticipated that as the Code becomes 
more established and more projects become 
verified, there will be more interest from both 
landowners and companies interested in 
achieving their own net zero goals. 

 

T 

Roughly one third of the planet is either 
desertified or severely at risk of becom-
ing dehydrated due to water demands 
and climate change.  Animal agriculture 
and livestock production is the largest 

driver of our global water issue. 
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Climate Change: Global 'Elite' will 
need to Slash High-Carbon Lifestyles 
 

By Matt McGrath, BBC Environment Correspondent 
 
 
 

HE world's wealthiest 1% account for more than twice the combined carbon emissions of 
the poorest 50%, according to the UN.  Their emissions gap report finds that the richest 
will need to rapidly cut their CO2 footprints to avoid dangerous warming this century.  The 

study finds that the global COVID-19 shutdown will have little long term impact on the climate, 
but a strong, green recovery could limit the rise in temperatures to 2ºC. 

The study, compiled by the UN 
Environment Programme (Unep), 
underlines the chasm between the 
level of emissions consistent with 
keeping temperatures down and 
what's happening in the real world. 

It predicts that while carbon production will 
have tumbled by around 7% this year because 
of the pandemic, this would only reduce 
warming by 0.01ºC by 2050. 

While the report looks at the plans that 
governments have submitted to curb their CO2, 
it also examines the roles of lifestyles and 
consumption patterns of individuals. 

The global top 10% of income earners use 
around 45% of all the energy consumed for land 
transport and around 75% of all the energy for 
aviation, compared with just 10% and 5% 
respectively for the poorest 50% of households, 
the report says. 

If the world wants to keep on track to restrict 
the rise in temperatures this century to 1.5ºC, 
then these high carbon footprints will need to be 
significantly curbed to around 2.5 tonnes of CO2 
per capita by 2030. 

For the poorest 50% of the world, that would 
actually mean an increase in their footprint by a 
factor of three and for the top 10% of earners, 
this would mean cuts to around one tenth of their 
current level, but for the richest 1%, it would 
mean a dramatic reduction. 

"The wealthy bear the greatest respons-
ibility in this area," Unep executive director Inger 
Anderson wrote in a foreword to the report. 

"The combined emissions of the richest 1% 
of the global population account for more than 
twice the combined emissions of the poorest 
50%.  This elite will need to reduce their footprint 
by a factor of 30 to stay in line with the Paris 
Agreement targets," she wrote. 

The report shows the types of lifestyle 
changes that would make a difference. 

Foregoing one long-haul international return 
flight could reduce your personal footprint by 
almost two tonnes of CO2. 

Switching to renewable electricity by 
households could curb carbon by around 1.5 
tonnes per capita, while embracing a vegetarian 
diet would save around half a tonne of carbon 
on average. 

"The UNEP report shows that the over-
consumption of a wealthy minority is fuelling the 
climate crisis, yet it is poor communities and 
young people who are paying the price," said 
Tim Gore, head of climate policy at Oxfam, and 
a contributing author to the report. 

"It will be practically and politically 
impossible to close the emissions gap if 
governments don't cut the carbon footprint of the 
wealthy and end the inequalities which leave 
millions of people without access to power or 
unable to heat their homes." 

As well as the lifestyle and consumption 
changes that individuals can make, the report 
also details the opportunities that exist for 
governments in pursuing a green recovery from 
COVID-19.  If countries invest in climate action, 
this could reduce expected emissions in 2030 
by around 25%, enough to give the world a 66% 
chance of holding temperatures below 2ºC. 

"The year 2020 is on course to be one of the 
warmest on record, while wildfires, storms and 
droughts continue to wreak havoc," said Inger 
Andersen. 

"However, Unep's Emissions Gap report 
shows that a green pandemic recovery can take 
a huge slice out of greenhouse gas emissions 
and help slow climate change. I urge govern-
ments to back a green recovery in the next stage 
of COVID-19 fiscal interventions and raise 
significantly their climate ambitions in 2021." 

The Unep report says that so far, action by 
governments on a green recovery has been 
limited, but a growing number of countries are 
committing to net-zero emissions targets by the 
middle of the century. 

However, to keep to the 2ºC goal, the level 
of ambition in the Paris agreement needs to be 
tripled. To keep under 1.5ºC, that ambition 
needs to increase five-fold. 

"The life raft that we have is a green 

recovery," said Dr Kat Kramer from Christian 
Aid. 

"Combining post-COVID economic 
investment to accelerate the change to a zero-
carbon world gives us real hope that we can limit 
global heating to the all-important 1.5ºC 
temperature increase.  Warming above that will 
lead to increasingly severe impacts on the 
planet and its people and could kick start 
feedbacks in the climate system that could lead 
to runaway climate change." 
 
Editor’s comment. 
 

Whilst I have never been, nor will I ever be, 
one of the word’s “global elite”, prior to 
retirement I spent my time flying around the 
world and, combined with my appetite for meat 
for every meal (and I liked to eat very often and 
very much indeed), I was responsible for 
significant carbon emissions. 

Today, however, I cannot see me getting on 
an aircraft again and, just as important, I enjoy 
a vegan diet. 

I’m not looking for praise or any of that 
codswallop.  I simply wish to point out that if I 
can do it anyone can. 

What’s more, no animals were harmed in 
the reformation of this man!! 

 
 

 

T 

Emissions produced from agriculture 
are projected to increase by 80% before 
the year 2050. 
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'Not Enough' Climate Ambition 
Shown by Leaders 

 

By Matt McGrath, BBC Environment Correspondent 
 

 

HE UK minister tasked with leading UN climate talks says world leaders are failing to show 
the necessary level of ambition.  Alok Sharma was speaking at the conclusion of last 
month’s virtual climate summit organised by the UK, UN and France.  He said "real 

progress" had been made and 45 countries had put forward new climate plans for 2030, but 
these were not enough to prevent dangerous warming this century. 

Taking place on the fifth 
anniversary of the Paris climate 
agreement, the summit heard the 
UN Secretary General warn that 
every country needed to declare a 
climate emergency. 

Around 70 heads of state and government 
took part in the meeting, which was organised 
by the UK, UN and France. They outlined new 
pledges and commitments to curb carbon. 

China's contribution was eagerly awaited, 
not just because it is the world's biggest emitter, 
but because it has recently promised to reach 
net zero emissions by 2060. 

Achieving net zero means that emissions 
have been cut as much as possible and any 
remaining releases are balanced by removing 
an equivalent amount from the atmosphere, but 
while President Xi Jinping outlined a range of 
new targets for 2030, many analysts felt these 
did not go far enough. 

India brought little in the way of new commit-
ments but Prime Minister Narendra Modi said 
his country was on track to achieve its goals 
under the Paris agreement and promised a 
major uptick in wind and solar energy. 

According to the UK, some 24 countries had 
outlined net zero commitments and 20 had now 
set out plans to adapt and become more 
resilient to rising temperatures and their 
impacts, but despite these commitments, Mr 
Sharma said not enough had been achieved. 

"Have we made any real progress at this 
summit? And the answer to that is: yes," he said. 

"But they will also ask, have we done 
enough to put the world on track to limit warming 

to 1.5ºC, and protect people and nature from the 
effects of climate change? To make the Paris 
Agreement a reality.  Friends, we must be 
honest with ourselves, the answer to that, is 
currently: no. As encouraging as all this 
ambition is. It is not enough." 

Mr Sharma re-stated a commitment made 
last year to double the UK's international climate 
finance spend. This will bring it to at least 
£11.6bn over the next five years. 

Earlier, UK Prime Minister Mr Johnson said 
advances in renewable energy technologies 
would "save our planet and create millions of 
high-skilled jobs".  He added: "Together we can 
use scientific advances to protect our entire 
planet - our biosphere - against a challenge far 
worse, far more destructive even than the 
coronavirus and by the promethean power of 
our invention, we can begin to defend the Earth 
against the disaster of global warming." 

Meanwhile, UN Secretary General António 
Guterres criticised rich countries for spending 
50% more of their pandemic recovery cash on 
fossil fuels compared to low-carbon energy.  Mr 
Guterres said that 38 countries had already 
declared a climate emergency and he called on 
leaders worldwide to now do the same. 

On COVID recovery spending, he said that 
this is money being borrowed from future 
generations.  "We cannot use these resources 
to lock in policies that burden future generations 
with a mountain of debt on a broken planet," he 
said. 

The meeting took place after the pandemic 
caused the postponement of the annual 
Conference of the Parties (COP) meeting, which 
had been due to take place in Glasgow last year. 

The UK has announced an end to support 
for overseas fossil fuel projects, and has de-
posited a new climate plan with the UN.  It's the 
first time that Britain has had to do this, as it was 
previously covered by the European Union's 
climate commitments. 

The UK pointed to its new commitment on 
overseas fossil fuel projects as well as a new 
carbon cutting target of 68% by 2030, 
announced in the previous week by the prime 
minister. 

The EU presented a new 2030 target of a 
55% cut in emissions, agreed after all-night 
negotiations that week. Ursula von der Leyen, 
President of the European Commission, said: "It 
is the go-ahead for scaling up climate action 
across our economy and society." 

China's President Xi Jinping announced that 
the country would reduce its carbon emissions 
per unit of gross domestic product (GDP) by 
over 65% compared with 2005 levels. China will 
also increase the share of non-fossil fuels in 
primary energy consumption by about 25%. And 
President Xi pledged to increase forest cover 
and boost wind and solar capacity. 

However, Manish Bapna, managing director 
of the World Resources Institute (WRI) said: 
"The strengthened renewable energy, carbon 
intensity, and forest targets are steps in the right 
direction, but recent WRI analysis shows that 
China would benefit more economically and 
socially if it aims higher, including by peaking 
emissions as early as possible." 

Although President Donald Trump pulled 
the US out of the Paris pact, the summit saw 
statements from the Republican governor of 
Massachusetts, Charlie Baker, and the 
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Democrat governor of Michigan, Gretchen 
Whitmer, who said the US was "all-in" on 
tackling climate change. 

Pope Francis said the Vatican had 
committed to reaching net zero emissions, 
similar to carbon neutrality, before 2050. "The 
time has come to change course. Let us not rob 
future generations of the hope for a better 
future," he said. 

A number of big emitters, including 
Australia, Saudi Arabia, Russia and Mexico, did 
not take part, as their climate actions were not 
deemed ambitious enough.  Some observers 
believe this hard line on some countries is 

justified. 
Prof Heike Schroeder from the University of 

East Anglia said "From a kind of symbolic 
procedural point of view, it's good to have 
everybody on board, but from a proactive, 
creating some kind of sense of urgency 
approach, it also makes sense to say we only 
get to hear from you if you have something new 
to say." 

The five years since the Paris agreement 
was adopted have been the warmest on record, 
according to the World Meteorological 
Organization (WMO), and emissions have 
continued to accrue in the atmosphere, but 

many countries and businesses have started 
the process of decarbonisation in that time. 

The progress they've made now needs to be 
acknowledged and encouraged, says former 
UN climate chief Christiana Figueres.  "That 
progress that's been seen in the real economy 
has to be reflected and incentivised further by 
those additional commitments," she said. 

One area that yielded little progress at this 
meeting was the question of finance. Rich 
countries had promised to mobilise $100bn a 
year from 2020 under the Paris agreement - but 
the commitments on cash are not forthcoming. 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

COVID Drives Record Emissions Drop in 2020 
 
 

By Matt McGrath, BBC Environment Correspondent 
 
 

HE global response to the COVID-19 pandemic has driven the biggest annual fall in CO2 
emissions since World War Two, say researchers.  Their study indicates that emissions 
have declined by around 7% this year.  France and the UK saw the greatest falls, mainly 

due to severe shutdowns in response to a second wave of infections.  China, by contrast, has 
seen such a large rebound from coronavirus that overall emissions may grow this year.  The 
decline in carbon in 2020 has dwarfed all the previous big falls.

According to the Global Carbon 
Project team, last year saw carbon 
emissions decline by 2.4 billion 
tonnes.  In contrast, the fall record-
ed in 2009 during the global eco-
nomic recession was just half a 
billion tonnes, while the ending of 
World War Two saw emissions fall 
by under one billion tonnes. 

Across Europe and the US, the drop was 
around 12% over the year, but some individual 
countries declined by more.  France saw a fall 
of 15% and the UK went down by 13%, 
according to one analysis. 

"The main reason is that these two countries 
had two waves of confinement that were really 
quite severe compared with other countries," 
said Prof Corinne Le Quéré, from the University 
of East Anglia, UK, who contributed to the study. 

"The UK and France have a lot of their 
emissions come from the transport sector and 
generally have a bit less coming from industry 
and other sectors.  This is even more true in 
France, because so much of their electricity 
production is from nuclear energy, so 40% of 
their emissions are from the transport sector." 

Aviation around the world has been badly hit 
by restrictions and by the end of this year, it's 
expected that emissions from this sector will still 
be 40% below 2019 levels. 

One country that may have bucked the trend 
is China.  Overall, the research team estimates 
that the country will experience a fall in 
emissions of 1.7% this year but some analysis 
suggests that the country has already 
rebounded enough from COVID-19 that the 
overall carbon output may have increased. 

"All our datasets show that China 
experienced a big drop in emissions in February 
and March, but the datasets differ in the level of 
emissions towards the end of 2020," said Jan 
Ivar Korsbakken, a senior researcher at 
CICERO, who was involved in the study. 

"In late 2020, China is at least close to 

having the same level of daily emissions as in 
2019 and indeed some of our estimates suggest 
Chinese emissions may have actually increased 
for the year as a whole in 2020 relative to 2019, 
despite the pandemic," he added. 

Researchers believe that dramatic drop 
experienced through the pandemic response 
might be hiding a longer term fall-off in carbon, 
more related to climate policies. 

The annual growth in global CO2 emissions 
fell from around 3% in the early years of this 
century to around 0.9% in the 2010s. Much of 
this change was down to a move away from coal 
as an energy source. 

Glen Peters, research director at CICERO. 
Said "An emerging discussion pre-2020 was 
whether global fossil CO2 emissions were 
showing signs of peaking. COVID-19 has 
changed this narrative to one that involves 
avoiding a rebound in emissions and asking if 
emissions have already peaked."  

All the researchers involved in this project 
agree that a rebound of emissions in 2021 is 
almost certain. 

To minimise the uptick in carbon, the 
scientists are urging a "green" rather than a 
"brown" response, meaning recovery funding 
should be spent on sustainable projects and not 
on fossil fuels.  They argue that efforts should 
also be made to boost walking and cycling in 
cities and to rapidly deploy electric vehicles. 

While 2020's fall of over two billion tonnes of 
CO2 is welcome, the scientists say that meeting 
the goals of the Paris Climate Agreement will 
need cuts of up to two billion tonnes every year 
for the next decade. 

"Although global emissions were not as high 
as last year, they still amounted to about 39 
billion tonnes of CO2 and inevitably led to a 
further increase in CO2 in the atmosphere," said 
lead researcher Prof Pierre Friedlingstein from 
the University of Exeter, UK. 

"The atmospheric CO2 level, and conse-
quently the world's climate, will only stabilise 
when global CO2 emissions are near zero." 

The study has been published in the journal 
Earth System Science Data.
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Jon Stokes on Why we all Need Trees in our Lives 
 

An Article published on www.gardensillustrated.com 
Words Christopher Stocks, portrait Charlie Hopkinson 

 
 PANDEMIC first ignited Jon Stokes’ love of trees. During the late 1960s, a devastating 
outbreak of Dutch elm disease killed millions of trees across the UK, and as part of its 
response, the government launched a countrywide scheme snappily entitled ‘Plant a 

Tree in ’73’. Jon’s father got involved, organising 50 trees to be planted for the 50 houses in 
their street. Jon was seven at the time, and already deeply absorbed in natural history, but as 
he says, “That was what really opened my eyes to trees.” 

He grew up on a big, new housing estate at 
Portchester near Portsmouth, on the side of 
Portsdown Hill, where he still lives today. “My 
parents’ house came with half an acre of chalk 
downland that had simply been fenced in to 
make the garden,” says Jon. “I managed to 
persuade them to keep it that way, and for the 
past 50 years they’ve only mown the grass two 
times a year – it’s full of wildflowers and 
orchids.”  

His early passion for natural history led him 
on to a degree in botany and zoology, followed 
by an MA in conservation; he wrote his masters 
thesis on the blue-butterfly colonies in his 
parents’ garden. Despite their support for his 
interests Jon’s parents were less than overjoyed 
by their son’s eventual career choice. “If 
anything my parents tried to talk me out of going 
into conservation,” he says. “They couldn’t see 
how I could make a living from it. It’s still a 
challenge for young people today: there isn’t an 
obvious career path to follow.” 

A research project at University College 
London that was investigating how charities 
managed the woodlands under their care led 
Jon to a job at an environmental charity, and a 
project supporting an initiative that encouraged 
local people to become ‘tree wardens’, which 
had been launched in the early 1980s in 
Leicestershire and East Sussex. The scheme’s 
aim was to create a network of volunteers who 
could, among other things, keep an eye on the 
wellbeing of local trees and encourage 
increased tree planting in their area.  

When that charity was wound up in 1989, 

Jon joined the Tree Council, keeping in mind the 
idea of the tree wardens and launching the 
scheme nationally the following year. 

Today, in the 30th anniversary of the 
scheme, there are around 6,000 volunteers 
around the country. “I’m humbled by the fact that 
I’ve been part of this journey with so many 
inspirational volunteer tree wardens over the 
course of the years,” says Jon. “Their skills, 
knowledge, enthusiasm and passion surpasses 
anything I could have dreamed of. They have 
planted, protected and celebrated millions of 
trees. And I started that.” 

After three decades in the job, latterly as the 
Tree Council’s director of trees, science and 
research, Jon’s enthusiasm remains undimmed 
– but then as he says: “The past 30 years have 
been fun, but the next 30 years offer huge 
challenges, and I’ve never felt more passionate 
to make a difference, because so much is at 
stake. We need to have wholesale societal 
rethink about how we use energy and reduce 
our carbon output.  

Trees can play an important part in helping 
to absorb some of our carbon output, but this is 
more than just planting trees. Trees will grow 
naturally if we let them – so it’s about the way 
we manage the countryside and giving trees the 
opportunity to grow.” 

With climate change and globalisation 
enabling the rapid spread of new diseases, this 
is a worrying time for arboriculturists, and Jon 
cautions anyone who’s planning to plant new 
trees to think carefully before they start. “We 
have to be especially careful about what we 
plant and particularly where it has come from,” 
he says.  

“Moving plants and their associated 
diseases around the world is simply not 
sensible. Ideally, grow trees from seed you have 
collected locally – it is after all what seeds are 
for. Grow them in pots and plant them out when 
they are old enough to cope. If you buy trees, 
check that the nursery you use has grown them 
in the UK and that they have never been abroad. 
It’s not difficult – but it is vital.” 

Big challenges require a big-picture 
response, but Jon has never lost his love of 
particular trees. “I think of them as individuals, 
each with its own character and life history,” he 
says. “I guess that’s why I love free-standing 
trees more than woods.” He’s also particularly 
proud of having found one of the oldest trees in 
Europe, the Llangernyw Yew in Conwy, North 
Wales. “On my first visit it had an oil tank in the 
middle of it,” Jon recalls, “but we managed to get 
that removed, and today it’s looking fantastic; 
it’s probably my favourite tree.” 

For Jon, trees touch everything we do. 
“Trees produce so many things we use and eat 
daily, without thinking that they come from 
trees,” he points out. “A world without trees 
would be a world without chocolate. And that’s 
not a world I want to live in.” 

A 

“A world without trees would 
be a world without chocolate. 
And that's not a world I want to 
live in.” 
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Government Funding for Trees and Woodlands 
 

John Fleetwood asks “can government promises be turned into action?” 
 

 GUARDEDLY welcomed two government announcements on 5 December promising more 
funding for trees and woodlands.  I am guarded because words come easily and we need to 
see the promised funding resulting in new trees in the ground together with the associated 

necessary resources. 

 The first announcement was that 
in celebration of National Tree 
Week the government will give 
extra funding of £3.9 million to drive 
innovative tree planting 

The cash boost will see hundreds of 
thousands of new trees planted, including in 
towns and cities and near rivers to reduce flood 
risk, and help meet the government’s 
commitment to increase planting to 30,000 
hectares per year across the UK by 2025. 

A pot of £2.5 million will support schemes 
that establish new ways of planting trees in our 
cities, towns and countryside. Led by Defra, 
Natural England and the Tree Council, this will 
use five pilot studies delivered on the ground by 
Local Authorities to develop cost-effective and 
innovative approaches to planting trees outside 
woodlands over the next two and a half years. 
This could include schemes such as community 
tree nurseries, agroforestry and hedgerow 
management, or planting trees from locally 
collected seed. These new trees will help tackle 
climate change and create habitats for wildlife. 

A further £1.4 million has been awarded to 
the Environment Agency to fund ‘woodlands for 
water’ – 15 projects to plant over 850,000 trees 
that will protect around 160km of river and help 
to reduce the risk of flooding to over 500 
properties. 

Tree planting can play a valuable role in 
reducing flood risk, slowing the flow of water to 
nearby communities. Tree planting near water-
courses can also act as a buffer for agricultural 
pollution and improve water quality.  The 
‘woodlands for water’ funding, which forms part 
of the £640 million Nature for Climate fund to 
support the government’s tree planting 
commitment, will support projects such as: 

The biosphere woods project in North 
Devon, which will plant 15,600 trees to improve 
water quality in the UNESCO Biosphere 
Reserve.  30,168 new trees in the Upper 
Thames and Cotswold Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty, to help slow the flow of water 
and improve habitat connectivity.  17,687 new 
trees at three locations in Shropshire, helping to 
improve water quality, alleviate flooding, capture 
carbon and create wildlife habitat. 

17,000 new trees at ten sites across Devon 
and Cornwall, creating and re-connecting 
habitats and improving water quality by reducing 
surface run-off. 10,257 trees to be planted in the 
Ure and Wharfe catchments in Yorkshire to 
improve wildlife habitat and connectivity. 

Forestry Minister, Lord Goldsmith, said “We 
are going to have to break down the barriers to 
planting trees outside of woodlands if we are to 
deliver our ambitious tree planting commit-
ments. Trees are the backbone of our urban and 
rural environments, and increasing planting is 
an effective way both to tackle climate change 
and stem the appalling collapse of biodiversity. 

“These ambitious new initiatives will help 
deliver tree planting on an unprecedented scale. 

They will help to regenerate our urban areas, as 
well as our watercourses and create a network 
of green corridors for both people and wildlife to 
thrive.” 

Sara Lom, CEO The Tree Council, said “We 
are delighted to be working with local authority 
partners at the heart of this important project, in 
line with our mission to bring people together, to 
find creative solutions to establish more trees in 
our communities in a practical and sustainable 
way.” 

Chair of the Environment Agency, Emma 
Howard Boyd, said “This £1.4 million fund is one 
part of the wide range of measures to improve 
the nation’s resilience to the impacts of climate 
change. It will accelerate efforts to reach net 
zero and help achieve the government’s 25 
Year Environment Plan goals for nature through 
effective nature-based solutions. 

“The projects chosen will provide invaluable 
benefits to communities and our environment – 
from reducing flood risk and protecting homes, 
to capturing carbon, improving water quality and 
encouraging biodiversity.” 

In addition to the announcement, the 
government recently consulted on a new 
England Tree Strategy to accelerate tree 
planting and improve the management of our 
existing trees and woodlands. 

The Prime Minister also recently announced 
a further £40 million additional investment into 
the government’s Green Recovery Challenge 
Fund.  This will go towards creating and 
retaining thousands of jobs in the environmental 
sector. 

The £2.5 million to fund pilots for tree 
planting outside of woodlands are being taken 
forward as part of HM Treasury’s £200 million 
Shared Outcomes Fund. 
 

N a second announcement on 
the same day the government 
announced a new £12.1 million 

fund to plant over 500 hectares of 
trees in ten Community Forests 
over the next five months. 

Over 500 hectares will be planted with trees 
across England’s ten Community Forests, from 
Yorkshire to Somerset, backed by £12.1 million 
of investment. This will also build the pipeline of 
projects for community planting in future years. 

The new programme - Trees for Climate - 
will see trees planted in community forests 
across the country over the next five months. 
When mature, the trees will eventually store 
over 100,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide, playing 
an important role in the meeting the govern-
ment’s net zero emissions by 2050 target.  

The project will also reduce flood risk, 
increase sustainable UK grown timber, provide 
more places for nature and biodiversity to thrive, 
and increase people’s access to and enjoyment 
of woodland. The funding will also create new 
jobs and secure existing ones within the forestry 
and environmental sector, helping to boost local 

economies as part of a green recovery. 
Forestry Minister, Lord Goldsmith, said 

“Through this exciting new programme we will 
build back greener, as more communities - 
particularly those in urban environments – will 
have access to nature, with real benefits for 
health and wellbeing.  Trees are the backbone 
of our urban and rural environments and 
essential in tackling the climate emergency. 
This vital programme will plant trees where they 
are most needed to stem flooding and provide 
more places for nature to thrive.” 

Paul Nolan, Director of The Mersey Forest 
and the Chair of England’s Community Forests, 
said “Our Trees for Climate programme will 
plant millions more trees around England’s town 
and cities, targeted at areas where they can 
make the greatest difference, in particular to 
local quality of life and levels of health and 
wellbeing.  The national network of Community 
Forests has been working for over 25 years to 
bring nature closer to people and local 
communities and is perfectly placed to deliver 
real change, on the ground.” 

Chair of the Forestry Commission, Sir 
William Worsley, said “This exciting new 
programme will benefit local communities all 
across England - helping to increase access to 
nature, creating much needed jobs in the 
environmental sector and bringing invaluable 
benefits to people’s health and wellbeing.  The 
£12.1 million boost will be a huge help both for 
getting trees in the ground, but also enabling 
each of the Community Forests to ensure they 
are well-managed in the long term, making sure 
these new woods can thrive to the fullest 
extent.” 

Exchequer Secretary to the Treasury, Kemi 
Badenoch, said “This investment will support 
growth right across England by creating new 
local jobs. It will also reduce flood risk, improve 
air quality and help make areas more attractive 
places to live. We are committed to supporting 
Britain to build back better and greener - and 
projects like this play a key role in doing so.” 

The programme is being delivered by a 
collaboration of ten Community Forest organis-
ations, supported by the national charity The 
Community Forest Trust. The following 
Community Forests will carry out the planting 
The Forest of Marston Vale (Bedfordshire); 
Great Western Community Forest (North 
Wessex Downs to the River Thames); Green-
wood Community Forest (west Nottingham-
shire); Mersey Forest (Merseyside and North 
Cheshire); City of Trees (Greater Manchester); 
Forest of Avon Trust (Bristol and Avon); 
HEYwoods (Kingston upon Hull and the East 
Riding of Yorkshire); Thames Chase Trust (East 
London and South West Essex; White Rose 
Forest (Leeds city region and North and West 
Yorkshire); and Forest of Mercia. 

 
 
 
 

I 

I 

An estimated one third of the world’s 
ice-free land is given over to animal 

agriculture. 
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800,000 Trees set to be Planted as Green 
Recovery Challenge Fund Projects Announced 

 
ROJECTS that protect landscapes, connect people with nature and help create and retain 
thousands of green jobs across England have been awarded a share of almost £40 
million.  The 68 projects will see over 800,000 trees planted and help restore damaged 

habitats such as moorlands, wetlands and forests. The projects will also support conservation 
work and help to improve education about the environment.  

This first round of funding from 
the Green Recovery Challenge 
Fund will award nearly £40 million. 
The second funding round will open 
for applications early next year. The 
Green Recovery Challenge Fund is 
a key part of the Prime Minister’s 10 
Point Plan to kick-start nature 
recovery, create green jobs and 
tackle climate change while helping 
the country build back better and 
greener from the pandemic. 

The fund will be delivered by the National 
Lottery Heritage Fund in partnership with 
Natural England and the Environment Agency. 

The Tree Council’s “Close the Gap” has 
been awarded £1.8 million. It is an 18-month 
programme focused on achieving bigger, 
healthier, better-connected hedgerows. 

British hedgerows have immense bio-
diversity, wildlife, carbon-capture and heritage 
value. However, hedgerows are often over-
looked. Between 1998 and 2007 the total length 
of managed hedgerow in England decreased by 
26,000km (source: Hedgelink). 

Close the Gap will help shape the future of 
England’s hedgerows in four ways: through 
hedgerow planting and ‘gapping up’; by 
gathering and sharing knowledge to improve 
hedgerow management; by ensuring good local 
supplies of future hedgerow trees through local 
seed nurseries; and by engaging the public with 
England’s important hedgerow heritage. 

Sara Lom, CEO, The Tree Council said “The 
Committee on Climate Change called for 
200,000 km of new hedgerows to help achieve 
net zero carbon, but hedges are often forgotten 
in conversations about a greener future. Close 
the Gap will boost the immense potential of our 
hedgerows, for biodiversity, carbon-capture, 
conserving our natural cultural heritage and 
more.  We want everyone to understand and 
value their local hedgerows and for more young 
people to consider the exciting land-based 
careers they offer. We’re grateful to National 
Lottery Heritage Fund for funding this 
partnership of leading organisations to improve 
the future of UK hedgerows.” 

The partners are: The Tree Council, 
Farming & Wildlife Advisory Group, People’s 
Trust for Endangered Species, Moor Trees, 
University of Reading, Future Gardeners 
(Worshipful Company of Gardeners) and 
Hedgelink. 

Among many other stakeholders The Tree 
Council will engage with partner local authorities 
and Tree Wardens, many of whom work 
tirelessly at the local level to promote thriving, 
urban and rural hedgerows that are managed 
for wildlife and biodiversity benefit. 

The Climate Change Committee’s call for 
200,000 km of new hedgerow is equivalent to 
twice the circumference of the moon 

Close the Gap will take action in four areas: 
through hedgerow planting and ‘gapping up’; by 
gathering and sharing knowledge to improve 
hedgerow management; by ensuring good local 
supplies of future hedgerow trees through local 
seed nurseries; and by engaging the public with 
England’s important hedgerow heritage. 

Activities will include establishing and 
restoring urban and rural hedgerow with local 
partners and Tree Council Tree Wardens; new 
online knowledge hub and shared training 
materials on hedgerow surveying, planting and 
management; raising awareness among young 
people, who have a growing interest in the 
natural environment, in land-based careers; 
new community seed nurseries nationwide to 
create biosecure future tree supplies; and 
raising awareness of the value of hedgerows 
through a new ‘National Hedgerow Week’ to 
launch next Spring and continue annually 

The Woodland Trust is being awarded 
£3,860,200 to restore ancient woodlands and 
trees in 63 landscapes across England. The 
funding will also go towards helping increase 
skills and capacity within the wider forestry and 
conservation sectors and reinvigorate UK timber 
markets. 

A partnership led by the Youth Hostel 
Association (YHA) in England and Wales will 
receive £2,543,600 to connect young people to 
nature and build a new workforce for the green 
recovery, targeting young people from deprived 
areas through virtual, field or class based 
learning, day and residential trips, citizen 
science programme and volunteering with 
experienced environmental tutors across 200 
diverse natural heritage sites, such as 
conservation areas, AONBs, national parks and 
more. 

The Centre for Sustainable Healthcare has 
been awarded £580,400 to improve access to 
green spaces at NHS sites across England, 
including by planting 10,000 trees at 50+ NHS 
sites, and providing outdoor ecotherapy 
sessions and even refurbishing a garden for a 
chemotherapy suite, which will allow patients to 
have treatment outside. 

The Conservation Education & Research 
Trust will receive £249,900 to help plant 12 ‘tiny 
forests’ (the size of a tennis court) in urban 
areas across England. 

The Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust’s 
Owl Box Initiative is being awarded a grant of 
£123,700 to work with 100 farms and supply 
communities with Barn Owl boxes, monitoring 
their success and involving farming families in 
this process. 

Environment Minister Rebecca Pow said 
“These projects will drive forward work across 
England to restore and transform our 
landscapes, boost nature and create green jobs, 
and will be a vital part of helping us to build back 
greener from coronavirus.  I look forward to 
working with environmental organisations as 
these projects develop and help address the 
twin challenges of biodiversity loss and climate 

change, while creating and retaining jobs as part 
of the green recovery.” 

Emma Howard Boyd, Chair of the 
Environment Agency, said “Reaching net zero 
and achieving the government’s 25 Year 
Environment Plan goals for nature can only be 
done by employing the right skills. The Green 
Recovery Challenge Fund will deliver on the 
ground benefits for local communities, and 
wildlife, by supporting jobs in the environmental 
sector.  This has been a tough year for 
everyone, but these projects give us reason for 
optimism and will help develop the skills needed 
to tackle the climate emergency, protect 
biodiversity and build back greener.” 

Natural England Chair Tony Juniper said 
“Having opportunities to experience wildlife-rich 
natural environments has never been more 
essential for the nation’s health and wellbeing 
as it has been this year. Today we celebrate the 
tangible benefits for people and wildlife this fund 
will soon deliver, as we emerge from the 
coronavirus crisis.  It is inspiring to see how the 
fund will help aspiring ecologists take their first 
roles toward building careers in Nature recovery 
and the sustainable economy it is essential we 
now build. It is another step toward securing the 
wonderful landscapes and habitats upon which 
we all depend.” 

Ros Kerslake, Chief Executive, National 
Lottery Heritage Fund, said “Supporting our 
natural environment is one of the most valuable 
things we can do right now. All these projects 
are of huge benefit to our beautiful countryside 
and wildlife, but will also support jobs, health 
and wellbeing, which are vitally important as we 
begin to emerge from the COVID-19 crisis.” 

Exchequer Secretary, Kemi Badenoch, said 
“This investment will support growth right across 
England, creating and supporting thousands of 
new jobs and helping people develop valuable 
new skills.  The Green Recovery Challenge 
Fund is a vital part of our efforts to support 
decarbonisation and restore biodiversity, as part 
of our transition to a green economy.” 

21 projects will receive the larger grants 
(over £250k - £5m) and 47 projects awarded 
funding for the smaller grants (£50 - £250k). 

The fund will also drive progress on the 
government’s wider 25 Year Environment Plan 
commitments, including plans to increase tree-
planting across the UK to 30,000 hectares per 
year by 2025. This is alongside the forthcoming 
Environment Bill which puts the environment at 
the centre of policy making to ensure that we 
have a cleaner, greener and more resilient 
country for the next generation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P 

The world’s meat and dairy cattle 
consume a quantity of food that is equal 
to the calorific needs of 8.7 billion 
people.  That’s more than the entire 
human population at present.  Yet at any 
time there are millions of people facing 
starvation. 
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Climate Change: Temperature Analysis 
Shows UN Goals 'Within Reach' 

 
By Matt McGrath, BBC Environment Correspondent 

 
 
 

NEW analysis, seen by the BBC, suggests the goals of the UN Paris climate agreement 
are getting "within reach."  The Climate Action Tracker group looked at new climate 
promises from China and other nations, along with the carbon plans of US President-

elect Joe Biden.  These commitments would mean the rise in world temperatures could be held 
to 2.1ºC by the end of this century.  Previous estimates indicated up to 3ºC of heating, with 
disastrous impacts.  However, the experts are worried the long-term optimism is not matched 
by short-term plans to cut CO2.

 For more than a decade, re-
searchers from the Climate Action 
Tracker have kept a close eye on 
what countries' collective carbon-
cutting pledges mean for our 
warming world. 

After the failed Copenhagen summit in 
2009, the group estimated that global 
temperatures would rise by 3.5ºC by the end of 
this century, but the creation in 2015 of the Paris 
climate agreement, which was designed to 
avoid dangerous warming of the Earth, made a 
considerable impact. As a result of the 
international deal, countries slowly started to 
switch away from fossil fuels. 

In September last year, the group 
concluded that the world was heading for 
warming of around 2.7ºC by 2100.  This figure 
was still far above the 2ºC goal contained in the 
wording of the Paris pact, and nowhere near the 
more challenging 1.5ºC target that scientists 
endorsed as the threshold to destructive 
warming in 2018. 

Their new "optimistic analysis" now 
suggests a rise of 2.1ºC by 2100. 

So what's really changed?  Well, the past 
three months have seen some key 
developments. 

In September, China's President Xi Jinping 
told the UN that his country will reach net zero 
emissions by 2060, and that its emissions will 
peak before 2030. According to the CAT 
researchers, this could reduce warming by 0.2 
to 0.3ºC by the end of the century. 

Japan and South Korea have both followed 
suit, pledging to reach net zero by 2050. South 
Africa and Canada have also announced their 
own net zero targets. 

The other significant change is the election 
of Joe Biden in the US.  Tackling climate change 
is a major part of his agenda. He has promised 
to bring the US to net zero emissions by 2050. 
That move would reduce global temperatures by 
0.1ºC by 2100. 

"We now have north of 50% of global 
emissions covered by big countries with a zero 
emissions by mid-century goal," said Bill Hare 
from Climate Analytics, who helped lead the 
Climate Action Tracker analysis. 

"When you add all that up, along with what 
a whole bunch of other countries are doing, then 
you move the temperature dial from around 
2.7ºC to really quite close to two degrees. It's 
still a fair way off from the Paris Agreement 
target, but it is a really major development," he 
told BBC News. 

The CAT researchers say they have taken 
a fairly conservative approach but they readily 
acknowledge that their optimistic analysis 
comes with some major caveats.  The biggest 
problem as they see it, is that the near-term 
plans to cut carbon by 2030 are just not up to 
the job. 

"Countries have not yet adjusted their short-
term actions to be on a pathway towards the 
long-term target," said Niklas Höhne, from the 
NewClimate Institute, who also works on the 
Climate Action Tracker. 

"Long-term targets are easier, they are far 

away, but short-term actions are happening 
right now and they affect citizens, they affect 
voters. And that's why this is much more 
difficult," he told BBC News. 

The countries that have signed up to the 
Paris agreement are expected to lodge new 
carbon-cutting plans for 2030 by the end of this 
year.  It's expected that a number will do so, 
including the UK and the EU, but there are 
several countries who are still reluctant to set 
goals, and many poorer nations are still looking 
to invest in coal. 

"There are countries that still remain bad 
actors, including Saudi Arabia, Brazil, Australia, 
Russia, and a few others," said Bill Hare. 

"And we also have a pipeline of coal plants 
in the region where I'm working now in Asia. It 
has not collapsed, it has not gone away, so yes, 
there's much to be concerned about. And there's 
much that can go wrong." 

According to observers, the response of 
countries to the COVID-19 crisis is a huge 
opportunity to focus their short-term spending 
on renewable energy and increased 
decarbonisation. 

"The pandemic opened a window to not only 
get countries to outline their long-term goal, but 
to actually move onto the right path so that they 
can actually achieve the long term goal," said Dr 
Maisa Rojas, who is the director of the Center 
for Climate and Resilience Research at the 
University of Chile in Santiago. 

"Are we going to harness that opportunity? 
My impression is that many, including the EU, 
are harnessing it." 

A 
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Lower Thames Crossing CO2 Impact Figures Revealed 
 

An article by Roger Harrabin, BBC environment analyst, 
published on www.bbc.co.uk

 NEW tunnel linking Kent and Essex will create five million tonnes of carbon dioxide 
(CO2), figures suggest.  Estimates say building the Lower Thames Crossing (LTC), a 
flagship project in the UK's roads programme, will emit 2 million tonnes of the 

greenhouse gas.  Meanwhile, traffic created by the road is expected to generate another 3.2 
million tonnes over 60 years. 

Environmentalists say the stat-
istics make a mockery of the prime 
minister’s claim to lead on climate 
change.  A government report pub-
lished in March provisionally esti-
mated the UK's net carbon 
emissions in 2019 to be 351.5 
million tonnes. 

The Thames crossing is said to be the UK's 
biggest roads project since the M25.  Ministers 
say the scheme, supported by the CBI and the 
AA, will bring a huge economic boost on both 
sides of the river and relieve congestion on the 
orbital motorway. 

However, the emissions figures, obtained 
through a Freedom of Information request after 
Highways England initially declined to release 
them, have angered environmentalists. 

Campaigners say the tunnel should never 
have been approved without a debate on the 
projected CO2 impacts, and have demanded the 
government freeze all projects that will increase 
emissions. 

Environmentalists have been campaigning 
for the Highways Agency to publish a CO2 
analysis of its full road-building programme.  
Other schemes will also generate CO2, such as 
the planned Stonehenge tunnel, which is 
expected to create half a million tonnes during 
construction. 

Chris Todd, from green group Transport 
Action Network, told BBC News: “If the govern-
ment is serious about tackling climate change, it 
can't keep ignoring the emissions roads are 
causing". 

Boris Johnson has pledged to cut the UK’s 
emissions by 68% against 1990 levels by the 
end of this decade.  He’s encouraging other 
nations to follow suit with ambitious offers as the 
climate warms. 

Mr Todd said: “We welcome greater 
ambition from the PM on the international stage, 
but it’s very easy to make announcements 
without taking action and right now transport 
policy is making a mockery of his promises.” 

The eventual CO2 outputs for the roads 
should be lower than projected because of the 
advent of electric cars, but campaigners point 
out that making and running EVs still takes a 
great deal of energy and resources. 

This row is part of a bigger critique of the 
UK’s whole infrastructure programme. 

The Prime Minister is an enthusiastic 
supporter of eye-catching concrete-heavy 
projects, but these typically carry a high carbon 
cost.  Meanwhile other less telegenic forms of 
infrastructure create more jobs than mega-
projects, and quickly start to save CO2 
emissions overall.  Refurbishing homes, for 
instance, is estimated to create four times more 
jobs than road building. 

Improving broadband can take cars off the 
road, according to the AA, by improving 
employees' ability to work from home.  This also 
meets the wish of Transport Secretary Grant 
Shapps, who says more people need to switch 
away from their cars. 

In his recent statement, the Chancellor 
promised £27bn to roads, £100bn to HS2 and 
just £1bn next year for his Green Homes Grant 
to insulate dwellings. 

A Highways England spokesperson told 

BBC News: "The Lower Thames Crossing is the 
UK’s most ambitious roads project in a 
generation, which will add billions to the 
national, regional and local economies by 
almost doubling road capacity between Kent 
and Essex and reducing delays, but it will also 
impact on the environment and minimising this 
impact is a key priority for us.  

“Our proposed design includes the UK’s 
longest road tunnel as it offers the best possible 
local environmental benefits.  However, tunnels 
by their nature require large volumes of 
concrete with a high carbon footprint.” 

Highways England told BBC News it has 
changed construction methods to reduce 
emissions. 

 

A 

Britain’s Fattest Trees 
 
MARTON OAK  
 Cheshire, 14.02 m 
CANFORD CHESTNUT 
 Dorset, 14.0 m 
LYDHAM MANOR OAK 
 Shropshire, 12.88m 
GOSPEL OAK 
 Herefordshire, 12.8 m 
THREE SISTERS CHESTNUT, 

Denbighshire, 12.7 m 
QUEEN ELIZABETH OAK 
 West Sussex, 12.67 m 
BOWTHORPE OAK 
 Lincolnshire, 12.3 m 
MAJESTY OAK 
 Kent, 12.16 m 
MELBERRY PARK OAK 
 Dorset, 11.92 m 
COWDRAY PARK CHESTNUT 
 West Sussex, 11.8 m 
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England’s National Parks are Doing a ‘Shocking’ 
Job at Protecting Nature, Campaigners say   

An article by Tom Bawden published on www.msn.com 
 

NGLAND’S national parks are doing a “shocking” job at protecting the country’s most 
precious areas of nature with barely a quarter in good condition, a campaign group has 
said.  Only 26% of the formally protected land within national parks is in “favourable”, or 

good, condition, according to Natural England, the Government body responsible for monitor-
ing and protecting them, which has seen its overall budget fall by more than 60% since 2008. 

These areas, known as sites of 
special scientific interest (SSSIs), 
afford legal protection to the most 
significant locations for wildlife, 
plants, geological and physical 
features. Most are in private owner-
ship and form parts of working 
farms, forests and estates. 

“It’s genuinely shocking to see that the state 
of nature in England’s national parks is this bad. 
These parks are supposed to be the crown 
jewels of our natural environment,” said Danny 
Gross, a campaigner at Friends of the Earth, 
which obtained the figures from Natural England 
through a freedom of information request. 

“Poor management means these sites can’t 
support wildlife and absorb climate emissions. 
Peat bogs, for example, are a fantastic absorber 
of carbon emissions when they’re in a good 
state, but when they’re in a poor state they 
actually release carbon back into the 
atmosphere,” he said. 

“Wildflower meadows are home to bees and 
other important pollinators. If you let habitats like 
this get into poor condition it can have a knock 
on effect on whole ecosystems,” Mr 
Gross added. 

Features of poorly managed 
SSSIs include very low levels of 
monitoring and maintenance.  This 
paves the way for pollution, the 
spread of invasive species, 
overgrazing of livestock, illegal 
fires, fly-tipping and even the killing 
of birds of prey. 

The lack of protection makes it 
harder for species to survive, from 
red squirrels to curlews and heath 
fritillary butterflies, while neglect 
and poor management can lead 
grass and trees to die, streams to 
become polluted and peat bogs to 
erode. 

This degradation, in turn, 
makes it harder to fight climate 
change since peat bogs and plants 
absorb planet-warming greenhouse 
gases. 

Caroline Lucas, Green Party MP for 
Brighton Pavilion, said “These really worrying 
findings show how much needs to be done to 
reverse the catastrophic loss of wildlife and 
habitats in the UK. Restoring nature is vital for 
so many reasons. It has to be properly re-
sourced and recognised as a government 
priority and there’s still no sign of that 
happening.”  

Professor Dave Goulson, who specialises in 
ecology and conservation at the University of 
Sussex said: “Our government has slashed 

budgets for protecting our most precious 
possession, our environment. These figures are 
shocking and should be a wake-up call.” 

Craig Bennett, chief executive of the Wildlife 
Trusts, added: “Our National Parks and Areas of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty are cultural land-
scape designations, not wildlife designations, 
nor are they being managed primarily for the 
benefit of nature. They could be. They should 
be, but let’s not pretend they currently are. 

SSSI’s can also be found outside national 
parks where they fare slightly better. However, 
even then, only 39% of England’s total of 4,100 
SSSIs are in good condition, according to the 
figures. 

While only 26% of the 1,100 SSSIs in 
England’s national parks by area are in good 
condition, there can be considerable variation 
from one region to the next, the Natural England 
figures show. 

At one end of the spectrum, just 12% of the 
SSSIs in the North York Moors are in ‘favour-
able’ condition while at the other end, the 
Norfolk Broads are at 60%.  Exmoor’s on 15%, 
the Peak District is at 16% and Dartmoor is at 
19%, while the South Downs and the New 
Forest are both at 53%. 

Meanwhile, England’s most visited national 
park, the Lake District, has the highest percent-
age of protected area that is neither in favour-
able condition, nor recovering. Some 23% of its 
SSSI area is categorised as ‘unfavourable no 
change’ or ‘unfavourable declining’. 

“We are currently working to develop the 
next Lake District National Park Partnership 
Plan to address this huge challenge by support-
ing nature’s recovery with partners and land 
managers in the National Park, to protect and 
enhance these important areas,” a spokes-
person said. 

Natural England Chair Tony Juniper said: 

“Natural England’s purpose is to conserve and 
enhance the natural environment and at the 
heart of that mission are the Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest. These represent some of our 
finest natural areas and are vital for the 
conservation of England’s natural riches. While 
funding constraints have previously reduced our 
ability to monitor SSSIs, an improvement this 
year has enabled us to invest more in monitoring 
the health of these vital places. 

“The SSSIs are not only important in their 
own right, but also vital for the creation of a new 
Nature Recovery Network. The aim of that is to 
create and restore wildlife-rich places, in the 
process linking up our SSSIs while providing a 
wide range of benefits for society and the 
economy, providing more space for wildlife to 
move and thrive and enabling people to enjoy 
much closer contact with Nature close to where 
they live.” 

A Defra spokesperson said: “We are 
committed to driving forward a green revolution 
as we build back better and greener from the 
pandemic. As part of this, we plan to improve the 
management of our SSSIs and to bring 75% of 
the area into favourable condition.  Natural 
England is working with landowners and 

managers and others to improve the 
condition of our protected sites as a 
core component of our Nature 
Recovery Network.” 

A group of 20 scientists are 
calling for urgent action to protect 
England’s ponds, ditches and 
streams.  These freshwater habitats 
house a large number of species, 
from crested newts and toads, to 
fish, water beetles and dragonflies, 
but while lakes and rivers are 
offered protection, there is no 
obligation to monitor and protect 
these much smaller bodies of water, 
the scientists argue, in a letter to 
Dieter Helm, chair of the 
government’s Natural Capital 
Committee. 

The scientists, led by Dr Jeremy 
Biggs of the Freshwater Habitats 
Trust, are calling for measures to be 

introduced to monitor, manage and protect 
these habitats.  They point out that small water 
bodies make up 80% of England’s freshwaters 
and support over 70% of freshwater species, but 
lack any formal monitoring in the UK. 

Dr Biggs said “This could be a win-win 
solution.  For a fraction of what the government 
and water industry is spending now, we can 
reverse the inexorable decline of UK freshwater 
life by focusing on small waters and post-Brexit 
changes in legislation give an opportunity to set 
our own rules to protect freshwater by properly 
including small waters.”
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Yorkshire Dales National Park 
to Plant 6,000 Hectares of Trees 

 
HILST campaigners have claimed that England’s National Parks are doing a ‘shocking’ 
job at protecting nature (see the previous article), the national park with the least 
woodland coverage of England’s ten most highly protected areas has unveiled a ten-

year plan to plant trees across an area spanning 11,212 football pitches. 

The strategy for the Yorkshire 
Dales comes two months after 
Friends of the Earth revealed how 
just 4.1% of the national park is 
covered in trees compared with 

4.5% of London. 
The campaign group said the Yorkshire 

Dales had potential for 28% tree coverage and 
accused England’s national parks - all of which 
had at least double the tree coverage of the 
Yorkshire Dales - of not rising to the challenge 
of the climate and nature crisis. 

A meeting of the Yorkshire Dales National 
Park Authority heard its woodland strategy for 
the last 25 years had seen it working with 
farmers and landowners to plant about 2,220 
hectares of trees, but a massive acceleration of 

tree planting was now planned. 
By 2030 the authority aims to create 6,000 

hectares of woodland habitats, with priority 
given to projects that strengthen habitat 
networks, increase carbon storage and help to 
reduce flooding. 

At 600 hectares a year, the ambition would 
meet 2% of the Government’s commitment to 
create 30,000 hectares of trees a year in its 
recently-published ten point plan for a green 
industrial revolution. 

It also aims to ensure 75% of all woodland 
including ancient semi-natural woodland, 
plantation ancient woodland and scrub is 
brought into positive management. 

While concerns have previously been raised 
over potentially harming the national park’s 
unique vistas by covering them in trees, 
members were told the forum that had 

developed the ambition had entirely compatible 
with retaining a primarily agricultural landscape. 

Ahead of approving the strategy, members 
said the strategy represented an enormous 
increase, but it was questioned whether the 
target was ambitious enough given the 
authority’s stated aim to lead efforts to tackle 
climate change. The 6,000 hectares target will 
only take the total woodland cover up to only 
seven per cent of the park’s area - still less than 
any other national park. 

Ian McPherson, the authority’s natural 
environment champion, said: “The new strategy 
acknowledges the role that existing conifer 
plantations play within the Dales and careful 
management of them will be key to survival of 
the native red squirrel.” 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Deodar Planted in Taverham 
 

OME months ago I had a call from 
Imogen Mole at Broadland District 
Council asking if the Network could 

supply a replacement deodar Cedrus deodara 
for one that had to be felled in Taverham. 
 Imogen wanted a “fairly large” tree as it was to be 
planted on community land and needed to be “robust”. 

Enquiries revealed that a 2.4m tall deodar would cost around £200 
but we could just about afford that. 

It took some time for Imogen and our Tree Wardens for Taverham, 
Judy Tyler, Peter Savage and Robert Sugden, to finalise the planting site 
but on Thursday 17 December the tree went in the ground. 

As you can see from the photograph opposite it is a fine specimen 
and given a bit of TLC (Trees Love Care) it will grow into a tree that 
Taverham (and the Network of course) can be rightfully proud of. 

I understand that Jamie Henry and his team actually planted the tree 
and there has already been some positive feedback from local residents. 

So it’s thanks and congratulations to all concerned. 
Finally, may I remind you all that the deadline for ordering trees from 

our tree planting budget is fast-approaching.  I need your orders by 
February as after that the remaining budget balance will be returned to 
Broadland District Council. 

Final warning!! 
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Producing protein from 
chickens requires three times 
as much land as producing 
protein from soya beans.  
Producing beef requires up to 

32 times more land 

The average dairy farm, with 
2,500 cows, produces the 
same amount of waste as a 
city with over 400,000 people 

living in it. 
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Reforestation Projects Should Include Tree Diversity Targets 
 

An article by Andrew Whitworth published on www. news.mongabay.com 
 

ANGING in harnesses 24 metres above the rainforest floor I realize Ruth and I might be 
the first humans to have ever been in the canopy of this living fossil, Pleodendron 
costaricense. This extremely rare tree is a member of the cinnamon family and part of an 

ancient lineage.  Although large, this tree only first came to the attention of botanists in 1998 
and was not formally described until 2005. It has never been propagated. Only four mature fruit-
producing individuals have ever been found. So, Ruth and I are going to extreme measures to 
try to save it from extinction by climbing into the canopy to collect its fruits and seeds. 

Ruthmery Pillco Huarcaya is an 
Indigenous Peruvian botanist, 
passionate about saving rare and 
threatened rainforest trees and is 
the botanical manager at Costa 
Rican NGO Osa Conservation, as 
well as a student at Kew Botanical 
Gardens.  

On the other hand, I am a tree climbing 
wildlife ecologist focused on the animals that 
live up in the rainforest canopy, so I have a 
couple of camera traps in my backpack to try 
and discover what animals eat the fruits and 
disperse the seeds. 

If we can propagate the tree and ensure that 
its wild seed dispersers can do their job, we 
might be able to prevent the extinction of this 
rare beast. Pleodendron costaricense is what 
ecologists classify as a “Critically Endangered” 
species – the most extreme case of rarity, other 
than “Extinct in the Wild.” 

Renowned botanists and describers of the 
species, Hammel and Zamora, refer to it as a 
“living dinosaur that harbours information about 
the history of the Earth.” This means that this 
living rarity closely resembles ancient trees 
otherwise known only from the fossil record and 
despite most of the species of the ancient 
forests going extinct, this tree species persisted. 
Once gone, we lose a precious window into the 
ancient past. 

The tree we are climbing was identified by 
Leonardo Alvarez Alcazar, a skilled botanist 
from the Technological Institute of Costa Rica, 
during a series of botanical surveys that Ruth 
and her field team carried out across some of 
the hardest to reach, rugged parts of the Osa 
Peninsula in Costa Rica’s South Pacific. When 
you look at maps of where most species have 
been recorded, they are often along roadsides 
and easy to reach areas, yet the remotest 
places that remain free from logging have also 
never been surveyed biologically. 

The team hikes into these voids, each 
carrying 20kg rucksacks packed with jungle 
hammocks, survey equipment and food. From 
sunrise to sunset each day they carry out intens-
ive surveys, identify trees and collect botanic 
specimens, sometimes climbing into the canopy 
to retrieve them, and prepare their samples 
using headlamps at night. If they are lucky, they 
wash in a stream every couple of days and hope 
that the carbohydrate heavy food is enough to 
sustain them for the weeklong expeditions. 

These surveys are part of Osa Conserv-
ation’s effort to help with the Global Tree 
Assessment, an ambitious endeavour led by 
Botanical Gardens Conservation International 
and supported by Fondation Franklinia, to 
complete conservation assessments for all the 
world’s tree species – roughly 60,000 species. 

This represents an enormous task and 
assessments exist for just about 60% of the 
world’s known tree species. Over 39% of all tree 
species have now been included in the IUCN 
Red List of Threatened Species, 38% of which 
are globally threatened. “It’s essential that we 
complete the task of assessing the conservation 
status of these trees,” Ruth says. “Soon, before 
species that we didn’t even realize were under 
threat – or that even existed – are gone forever.” 
Costa Rica has 2,677 known tree species, 
almost 5% of the global total, with 1,758 (66%) 
still to be assessed. Ruth’s teams’ job is to focus 
on those of the Osa Peninsula. 

The rainforest of the Osa Peninsula in the 
South Pacific of Costa Rica is renowned for its 
high level of biological richness packed into a 
tiny area. Over a quarter of Costa Rica’s trees 
can be found on the peninsula – an area just 
3.5% of the country’s total land surface. This 
impressive species richness means 
Pleodendron costaricense is not unique.  One 
species recently collected by the team is likely 
new to science. Its flowers will be valuable in 
producing the scientific description and give it a 
name for the first time. 

Another species, the blood tree, 
Paramachaerium gruberi, so named for the red 
sap that oozes from any cuts to the bark and 
outer tissues, is known from just one densely 
(human) populated location in Panama, and 
from a single ridge line on the Osa Peninsula. 

In addition to a highly restricted distribution 
outside of any national park, it is estimated that 
there are fewer than 250 mature individuals in 
the wild. It is now formally listed as Critically 

Endangered thanks to the team’s assessment 
on the International Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) Red List of Threatened Species. 

“Carrying out field surveys and Red List 
assessments is just the beginning,” says Ruth. 
“Once we know which trees are threatened, we 
need to protect them, and develop strategies to 
save them. We should know where the mature 
mother trees are, protect them, understand their 
life cycles and learn how to propagate new trees 
so that our restoration efforts can increase wild 
populations.” 

In addition to establishing the threat status 
of the extremely rare Paramachaerium gruberi, 
the botanical team collected bags of seeds and 
have over 500 saplings germinating in their tree 
nursery, where a third of the trees produced are 
rare and threatened species. 

Tree planting efforts are ramping up all over 
the world. The Word Resources Institute (WRI) 
for example, launched the 20×20 Initiative to 
restore 20 million hectares of land by 2020, 
leading 17 countries to commit to 53.2 million 
hectares – an area roughly the size of France. 
Colombia alone recently announced their goal 
to plant 180 million trees by 2022. 

Trees are our best technology currently in 
existence that can rapidly remove carbon from 
the atmosphere and while this will not halt 
climate change alone, it is a valuable 
complementary tool to have in our greenhouse. 

Although these commitments are promising 
and impressive in scale, I raise a cautionary 
note. Past tendency has been to plant eco-
nomically attractive monocultures – vast swaths 
of forests of a single species – poor for 
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biodiversity, often both an ecological and 
economic disaster. 

Jean-Christophe Vié, the Director General 
of Fondation Franklinia, explains, “Planting 
trees may look like an appealing solution to 
decision makers eager to meet targets under 
the Paris agreement, but such initiatives are 
being implemented without proper consideration 
for biodiversity. In many cases we are displacing 
native plant diversity, converting natural 
ecosystems, and reducing the availability of 
critical resources such as water. The priority 
should be the preservation of natural forests, by 
far the most efficient way to capture CO2 as well 
as to preserve biodiversity. A distinction should 
be made between a tree plantation and a forest 
and the use of indigenous and, where possible, 
threatened tree species should be promoted.” 

A popular alternative to monocultures – 
attractive because it’s cheap – is to simply do 
nothing. And while ‘letting nature do the work’ 
might be effective when close to an ancient old 
growth forest with plentiful source seeds and 
abundant wildlife to move seeds around, many 
sites are isolated and severely degraded. Under 
such conditions, complete recovery of old-
growth forest community diversity and structure 
can be painfully slow, if ever possible. 

I have spent years hiking and working in 
rainforests throughout the tropics, and while 
naturally regenerating forests have potential 
over degraded cattle pastures or monocultures, 
species-rich old growth ones remain unsur-
passed in their size, complexity, and levels of 
rarity. Many secondary forests are dark, 
dominated by small-seeded wind-dispersed 
pioneer tree species, and are brimming with 
tangles of suffocating vines, especially where 
there is little wildlife to disperse fruits and seeds. 

However, there is an attractive alternative. 

A technique that is being applied by Ruth and 
Osa Conservations botanical and restoration 
team. “People can be employed to play the role 
of the spider monkey, the tapir, and the toucan,” 
says Ruth. 

Dr Andrew Steer, president of the WRI, says 
“Restoration will be absolutely essential for 
countries to hit their emissions targets, while 
also delivering huge benefits for the rural poor.” 
Jobs such as seed collecting, tree propagating, 
and planting of species-rich forests can be 
created to kick-start rural economies and build 
wildlife corridors between protected areas. It is 
this connectivity that will ensure the resilience 
and health of the ecosystems that we depend 
upon. 

The concept of building resilience and 
adaptability through species-rich ecosystems is 
well documented for grasslands, and a recent 
study published in Nature suggests that this 
could be true for tropical forests. This means 
that having more species in the forests of our 
connectivity corridors, such as those that are 
rare, threatened and endemic, will allow rain-
forests to be more adaptable to future 
uncertainties, such as pest and disease out-
breaks, and climate change. The richness 
provides more opportunity for adaptation and 
our rare trees might be the ones that have the 
best resilience in a future climate. 

In Costa Rica’s South Pacific, the Amistosa 
corridor is one such rural connectivity landscape 
that joins the Osa Peninsula’s Corcovado 
National Park to one of the “Five Great Forests” 
of Mesoamerica, La Amistad International 
Peace Park, along the frontier of Costa Rica and 
Panama. It is in this corridor that Ruth’s team 
and others are working in to plant rich diverse 
forests, to build a climate-resilient conservation 
landscape from ocean to mountain top. 

I recently visited the nursery where Ruth 
and her team are working hard to produce trees 
for the season’s planting. They have since found 
two more rare Pleodendron trees, taking the 
world’s known population to six individuals. We 
check the footage from the camera traps we 
gathered from the living dinosaur. None of Osa’s 
four species of monkey are eating the fruits. 

What we did find was a family of white-faced 
capuchin monkeys dousing their fur in the sap 
of the green fruits, in a 30-minute frenzy right in 
front of camera – presumably, a form of 
insecticidal shampoo. Only the nocturnal, 
canopy-living kinkajous and olingos were 
observed feeding on the tree’s ripest fruits. 

“It’s wonderful to see the Pleodendron’s 
dispersers active and doing their job in the 
forest,” says Ruth. “But getting the seeds to 
germinate has been testing. At first all the seeds 
were being eaten by ants and cockroaches, so 
we built a mesh housing to keep them out, but 
still nothing grew. Next, we tried many ways of 
preparing the seeds, all failing… except for one. 
A type of acid we used to bathe the seeds before 
planting worked!” 

Ruth proudly opens the protective enclosure 
and shows me a tray containing about 40 tiny 
saplings. Thanks to the team’s efforts, 
Pleodendron has a chance to come back from 
the brink of extinction, and these rare saplings 
will become part of Costa Rica’s regenerating, 
rich, and resilient forests. 

 
Andrew Whitworth is executive director of 

Osa Conservation,  which receives funding from 
Fondation Franklinia, and is an affiliate 
researcher with The Institute of Biodiversity, 
Animal Health & Comparative Medicine at the 
University of Glasgow, Scotland.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Nemonte Nenquimo: The Indigenous 
Leader Named 'Environmental Hero' 

 
 

N INDIGENOUS leader from the Ecuadorean Amazon is one of the winners of the 
Goldman environmental prize, which recognises grassroots activism.  Nemonte 
Nenquimo was chosen for her success in protecting 500,000 acres of rainforest from oil 

extraction.  She and fellow members of the Waorani indigenous group took the Ecuadorean 
government to court over its plans to put their territory up for sale.  Their 2019 legal victory set 
a legal precedent for indigenous rights. 

For Nemonte Nenquimo, pro-
tecting the environment was less a 
choice than a legacy she decided 
she had to carry on.  "The Waorani 
people have always been pro-
tectors, they have defended their 
territory and their culture for 
thousands of years," she said. 

Ms Nenquimo says that when she was a 
child she loved to listen to the elders tell stories 
of how the Waorani lived before they were 
contacted by missionaries in the 1950s.  "My 
grandfather was a leader and he protected our 
land from incursions from outsiders, he literally 
spearheaded that defence by confronting 
intruders, spear in hand." 

Ms Nenquimo says that from the age of five, 
she was encouraged by the elders to become a 
leader herself.  "Historically, the Waorani 
women have been the ones to make the 
decisions, the men went to war," she explains. 

"Waorani women made the men listen to 
them and it wasn't until we had contact with the 
evangelical missionaries that we were told that 
God created Adam and that Eve came second 
and was created from Adam's rib, that's when 
the confusion [about women's role] started." 

However, Ms Nenquimo insists that the role 
of women in Waorani society continues to be a 
key one. "When it comes to taking decisions, the 
women pull no punches, and everyone listens 
up". 

Nemonte Nenquimo says that she may be 
the first woman to have been chosen as 
president of the Waorani of Pastaza province 
but "there are many women leaders" among the 
Waorani, who she says have been guiding her 
in her fight to protect their territory from oil 
extraction. 

While Ms Nenquimo grew up in an area of 
rainforest where there was no drilling for oil, she 
recalls the first time her father took her to visit 
her aunts, who lived near an oil well.  "We went 
first by canoe, and then walked for 19 hours and 
even though we were still far from the well, I 
could hear the noise," she recalls. "I was 12, and 
the impact it made was very strong, to see the 

flames and smoke shooting from the oil well." 
It was not just the environmental impact that 

shocked her, but also the negative effect life in 
the settlement by the well had on Waorani 
families.  "My aunt told me that life there was no 
good, her sons all worked in the oil industry and 
with the money they earned, they bought 
alcohol. Some became violent and would hit 
their wives," she recalls. 

"I don't know how people can live there, with 
all that noise, it's nothing like my home in [the 
indigenous community of] Nemonpare, where 
all you see at night is the stars and all you hear 
is the animals." 

When almost 20 years later, in 2018, the 
Ecuadorean government announced that it 
would put 16 new oil concessions up for auction 
covering seven million acres of Amazon 
rainforest, Ms Nenquimo led the fight against 
the concessions. 

By then in her early thirties she was not just 
the leader of the Waorani of Pastaza but also 
co-founder of the Ceibo Alliance, an indigenous-
led non-profit organisation championing 
indigenous rights and culture. 

She launched the "Our rainforest is not for 
sale " digital campaign. which collected almost 
400,000 signatures from around the world 
opposing the auction. 

She also acted as a plaintiff in a lawsuit 
against the Ecuadorean government arguing 
that it had not obtained prior consent from the 
Waorani to put the land - much of which 

overlaps with Waorani territory - up for auction. 
In April 2019, the judges in the case ruled in 

favour of the Waorani. The ruling not only 
protects 500,000 acres from oil extraction but 
also means that the government will have to 
ensure free, prior and informed consent before 
auctioning off any other land in the future. 

The precedent-setting ruling was celebrated 
by environmental activists across the world as a 
rare triumph of indigenous rights over those of 
However, Ms Nenquimo says she and her fellow 
Waorani were always confident of victory. "We 
were so certain that this territory is ours because 
we are the ones living here, we just could not 
permit this to happen." 

The court which ruled in the Waorani's 
favour has ordered Ecuador's legislative body - 
the National Assembly - to pass a bill which 
would enshrine prior consent in law, but last 
November indigenous leaders, including Ms 
Nenquimo, said the bill had been drafted without 
any input from indigenous representatives. 

"This prize will hopefully give us and our 
fight more visibility and create consciousness 
that we're acting for the good of the planet," she 
says. 

Other winners of the global award this year 
hail from Ghana, France, Myanmar, The 
Bahamas and Mexico. 
 
Reporting by News Online's Latin America 
editor Vanessa Buschschlüter.
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The Waorani People 

• Number around 5,000 people 
• Traditional hunter-gatherers organised in 

small clan settlements 
• Among the most recently contacted 

peoples: reached in 1958 by US 
missionaries 

• Waorani territory overlaps with Yasuni 
National Park, one of the world's most 
biodiverse ecosystems 

• 80% of the Waorani now live in an area 
one-tenth the size of their ancestral lands 
big business and government. 

Tree Warden Training 
The Tree Council’s eagerly awaited Tree Wardens’ training materials will be available starting next month and our Network will be 

holding training sessions via Microsoft Teams commencing in late February / early March.  There will be a PowerPoint presentation which 
we shall use to deliver training workshops for you and, in addition, a set of learning guides in PDF format will be accessible to view and 
download from a dedicated member section of The Tree Council website.  
 I plan to keep training sessions to a maximum of six people in order that alternative dates and times will be available to you all plus I 
believe that smaller numbers will ensure a quality experience for all. 
 So check your e-mail for training sessions and alternative dates and times. 
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Brazil's Amazon: Deforestation 'Surges to 12-year High 
 
 

An article published on www.bbc.co.uk/news 
 
 

EFORESTATION of the Amazon rainforest in Brazil has surged to its highest level since 
2008, the country's space agency (Inpe) reports.  A total of 11,088 sq km (4,281 sq miles) 
of rainforest were destroyed from August 2019 to July 2020. This is a 9.5% increase from 

the previous year. 

The Amazon is a vital carbon 
store that slows down the pace of 
global warming.  Scientists say it 
has suffered losses at an accel-
erated rate since Jair Bolsonaro 
took office in January 2019. 

The Brazilian president has encouraged 
agriculture and mining activities in the world's 
largest rainforest.  The Amazon is home to 
about three million species of plants and 
animals, and one million indigenous people. 

The latest data marked a major increase 
from the 7,536 sq km announced by Inpe in 
2018 - the year before Mr Bolsonaro took office.  
The new figures are preliminary, with the official 
statistics set to be released early this year. 

Brazil had set a goal of slowing the pace of 
deforestation to 3,900 sq km annually by 2020. 

In addition to encouraging development in 
the rainforest, President Bolsonaro has also cut 
funding to federal agencies that have the power 
to fine and arrest farmers and loggers breaking 
environmental law. 

Mr Bolsonaro has previously clashed with 
Inpe over its deforestation data. Last year, he 
accused the agency of smearing Brazil's 
reputation. 

In a statement, Brazilian non-governmental 
organisation Climate Observatory said the 
figures "reflect the result of a successful 
initiative to annihilate the capacity of the 
Brazilian State and the inspection bodies to take 
care of our forests and fight crime in the 
Amazon". 

However, some officials said the fact that 
the rate of increase was lower than that 
recorded last year was a sign of progress.  
"While we are not here to celebrate this, it does 
signify that the efforts we are making are 
beginning to bear fruit," Vice-President Hamilton 
Mourão told reporters. 

 
The scale of destruction in the Amazon 

rainforest is hard to comprehend.  Last year I 
experienced the silent aftermath of 
deforestation where huge trees had been 
bulldozed and would later be burned.  This is 
done to create fields for cattle grazing and soya 
cultivation - big earners for Brazil. 

At the time it was said that an area of forest 
the size of a football pitch was cleared every 

single minute, but soon that calculation was 
overtaken and this year has seen the largest 
fires for a decade. 

None of this should be a surprise: Jair 
Bolsonaro, was elected on a promise of 
development.  Keen to promote mining as well 
as agriculture, he described the Amazon as "a 
periodic table" of valuable minerals, and he 
resents what he sees as outside interference. 

However, climate scientists say the billions 
of trees are a vast store of carbon and, without 
them, the rise in global temperatures will 
accelerate. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Highways England Tackles ‘Bullying’ Plants with Soil 
 

An article by Gavin Braithwaite-Smith published on www.msn.com 
 

IGHWAYS England is promising to ‘bring the country’s verges to life’ by encouraging the 
growth of wildflowers. The answer lies in the soil.  On all major road schemes, 
contractors will be instructed to follow a new Low Nutrient Grasslands policy aimed at 

keeping away ‘bullying’ plants such as aggressive grasses, dock and nettle. These are fast-
growing plants that compete with delicate wildflowers for water, nutrients, space and light. 

Removing soil nutrients slows 
the growth of vegetation, reducing 
mowing and management require-
ments, while improving biodiversity 
by allowing wildflowers to germin-

ate and thrive. Grassland areas on 
improvement schemes will be 
finished with subsoil or bare 
substrate such as chalk. 

Good news for pollinators and other wildlife, 

but also good news for drivers who will enjoy a 
more aesthetic roadside landscape. Further 
benefits include fewer maintenance visits, 
reducing vegetation growth and eliminating the 
need for topsoil import and haulage. 

Highways England environmental advisor 
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Ben Hewlett said: “Our new policy means we’ll 
create more biodiverse new grasslands as 
standard. And as 97% of all species of rich 
grasslands have been lost in the last century, it 
is great to think that our construction design 
standards could create substation areas of 
biodiverse grasslands stretching throughout 
England.” 

In building the Weymouth Relief Road, wide 
chalk cuttings were left bare, with minimal top 
soil, and seeded with wildflowers that thrive in 
chalk. These cuttings are now supporting 140 

different plant species and 30 species of 
butterflies. 

Dr Phil Sterling, building sites for butterflies 
programme manager at the Butterfly Conserv-
ation charity, said: “Over the past 10 years the 
Weymouth scheme has proven the benefits of 
the low nutrient approach – abundant wildlife 
and drastically reduced verge maintenance 
costs.” 

Highways England also points to the wild-
flower scheme on the A38 in Devon. The 
scheme was started in 2018, with seeds from 

over 20 variety of flowers sown over five 
hectares of verge – the equivalent of eight 
football pitches. The project won a Pollinator 
Award in the Big Biodiversity Challenge run by 
CIRA (Construction Industry Research and 
Information Association). 

Dr Kate Perry, Plantlife’s road verge 
campaign manager, said: “Our research shows 
that nearly half of our entire flora grows on our 
verges, making this an exceptionally important 
habitat for wildlife, which needs all the help it can 
get. We warmly welcome this new approach.”

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

New £5 Million Project to Save Woodlands 
 
 

ATURAL England’s LIFE in the Ravines project was launched on 22 December 2020 with 
£5 million of funding.  The LIFE in the Ravines partnership project, led by Natural 
England, will tackle the threat that ash dieback poses to the forested river valleys of the 

Peak District. The project has received £3.6m in funding from the EU LIFE programme, with the 
remainder coming from project partners. 

The Peak District’s scenic 
ravines are treasured by locals and 
visitors alike, especially during the 
pandemic where more people have 
been seeking solace in nature.  

LIFE in the Ravines will save several wood-
lands, including the iconic 5 dales of the 
Derbyshire Dales National Nature Reserve, 
such as the well-visited Lathkill. All the sites are 
part of the Peak District Dales Special Area of 
Conservation, recognised as of international 
importance. 

Natural England’s chief executive Marian 
Spain, said “I’m so pleased that Natural England 
and its partners are able to work together to 
support Nature’s Recovery. This innovative 
project will help restore the landscape and 
wildlife of this much-loved area of the country 
following the devastation of ash die back. That 
means people who live and visit the Peak 
District will be able to appreciate the natural 
beauty of the woodland habitats once again and 
for generations to come.” 

Project partners include the Derbyshire 
Wildlife Trust, Staffordshire Wildlife Trust, the 
National Trust and the Chatsworth Estate. The 
project is also working with the Peak District 
National Park, Derbyshire Dales District 
Council, the Arkwright Society, the Forestry 
Commission and the Woodland Trust. 

Ash dieback arrived in the Peak District in 
2015. The ravine forests of the Peak District are 
dominated by ash, so the whole 
woodland area could be devastated 
without intervention. The woods 
already have high levels of infection 
and have lost mature trees. The loss 
of ash threatens all the woodland 
wildlife, from rare beetles and moths 
to birds such as redstarts. 

LIFE in the Ravines will help 900 
hectares of forest survive this threat 
with a programme of tree planting 
and woodland management. Small 
and large-leaved lime and wych elm 
trees, historically present in the 
woods, will be planted to step into the 
spaces left behind when ash trees 
die. The project won’t give up on ash, 
it will seek out trees that might be 
resilient to the disease and give a 
helping hand to natural ash 

regeneration. Planting aspen, willow and other 
trees will build resilience and add to the diversity 
of wildlife in the woods. 

The project will pioneer some specialist 
techniques, including using drones for the first 
time in the Peak District to aid planting on the 
steep, rocky slopes of the dales. 

The LIFE in the Ravines programme will 
help these special ravine woodland ecosystems 
survive beyond ash dieback, thrive into the 
future and help counter other threats such as 
climate change and flooding. 

The lessons learnt from the programme will 
be useful for others battling ash dieback across 
Europe, especially in other ravine woodlands in 
the UK such as those of the Mendips. 

Natural England leads several other 
ambitious conservation projects that have 
benefitted from LIFE funding. These include 
Dynamic Dunescapes, working to restore sand 
dunes across the UK and LIFE Recreation 
ReMEDIES, saving seagrass and other delicate 
underwater habitats around our coasts. 

Dave Savage, Derbyshire Wildlife Trust 
regional manager (Dark and White Peak), said 
“We are really excited to be involved in this 
scheme to reduce the impact of this potentially 
devastating disease. The woodlands managed 
by Derbyshire Wildlife Trust in the White Peak 
are dominated by ash trees meaning we will lose 
a great deal of our tree cover. LIFE in the 
Ravines will have a dramatic impact on the 
wildlife in the woodlands, increasing the 

diversity of trees but also the biodiversity of the 
woodlands themselves.” 

Julian Woolford, chief executive of 
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust, commented “At the 
end of a difficult year we are very excited about 
the project’s funding success. Ash dieback is 
really hitting hard across the UK. LIFE in the 
Ravines will make a big difference to protected 
woodlands across the White Peak.” 

John Everitt, forestry manager at 
Chatsworth Estate, added “We are very excited 
at Chatsworth about working alongside the 
other partners on this project to help restore 
some of the most important woodlands within 
the Peak District. We have observed and 
tracked the rapid decline of these internationally 
significant habitats over the past 3 years due to 
the onset on ash dieback. It will be fantastic to 
help diversify these woodlands and create 
resilient habitats that will hopefully stand the test 
of time, benefiting the environment for years to 
come.” 

Ian Clemmett, lead ranger for the White 
Peak Estate, National Trust, said “It’s inevitable 
we are going to see some big changes in our 
ash woodlands over the next few years because 
of ash dieback. LIFE in the Ravines is a 
tremendous opportunity to tackle those changes 
and to futureproof our woodlands through 
careful management. The National Trust is 
delighted to be a partner in this work, helping to 
conserve and enhance our woodlands here in 
the White Peak for the benefit of wildlife and 

people alike.” 
Sarah Fowler, chief executive of 

the Peak District National Park, said 
“Ash woodlands in the White Peak are 
amongst our most cherished places in 
the Peak District, providing sanctuary 
not only for wildlife but people too. 
Such areas have never been more 
crucial to our wellbeing and ‘green 
recovery’ than during the recent 
months of the pandemic. LIFE in the 
Ravines will be at the forefront of 
sustainable and resilient woodlands 
where there is a very real risk of the 
landscape picture we have known for 
generations being dramatically altered 
in the years ahead. I’m delighted to 
see so many partners coming together 
on such a pioneering approach to 
nature recovery in the National Park.” 
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Brexit: Ministers Unveil Next Steps 
in England's Farming Policy 

 
An article by Roger Harrabin, BBC environment analyst 

 
 

NGLAND'S countryside will radically change after the Brexit transition period, the 
government has confirmed.  There will be more trees, meadows and wetlands and fewer 
sheep and cows as controversial EU farm subsidies are phased out.  Ministers say it's 

the most fundamental shift in farm policy for 50 years. 

Under the outgoing EU system, 
farmers got taxpayers' money 
based on the amount of land they 
farm. The richer the farmer, the 
more the grant. 

This scheme will be replaced in the UK 
following the ending of the post-Brexit transition 
period 31 December 2020.  The new system, 
named Environmental Land Management 
(ELM), will pay farmers if they prevent floods, 
plant woods and help wildlife. 

Environment Secretary George Eustice told 
BBC Breakfast the changes would not happen 
overnight, and that prices for food "will remain 
broadly stable".   

"This will be an evolution not a revolution," 
he said. 

A document published on 30 November 
2020 confirmed that the old area-based sub-
sidies will be halved by 2024 and abolished by 
2028. The cash saved will be transferred into the 
new environmental ELM system. 

Ministers say the EU policy was morally 
wrong, because it paid the biggest government 
subsidies to the richest farmers. A billionaire 
Saudi was even subsidised to breed 
racehorses. 

The changeover will mean upheaval for 
farmers and some may be unwilling or unable to 
adjust. Ministers have confirmed a lump-sum 
payment for those who decide they want to retire 
"with dignity".  This should increase the UK’s low 
levels of farm productivity, because experts say 
younger farmers are typically more willing to try 
new methods. 

Ministers say the changes will lead to a 
“renewed” agricultural sector producing healthy 
food for consumption at home and abroad, and 
to environmental improvements across the 
country. 

More details of the new policies will appear 
over time, but environmentalists say the 
National Farmers' Union has already persuaded 
the government to water down its original 
intentions. 

Farmers complained that the original 
hurdles to qualify for ELM grants were too high. 
So, the Department for Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs has created what it calls the 
Sustainable Farming Incentive (SFI).  This will 
reward farmers for basic activities such as crop 
rotation, soil conservation and stopping 
chemicals polluting waterways. 

Environmentalists say actions like this are 
normal good practice and shouldn't always be 
funded by the taxpayer. 

The SFI is the first tier of the new grants 
system. 

Tier 2 is Local Nature Recovery, for actions 
such as creating, managing or restoring 
habitats, natural flood management and species 
management. 

Tier 3 is Landscape Recovery, which will 
focus on landscape and ecosystem recovery. 
This will include creation of large forests, 
peatland restoration, or the creation and 
restoration of wetlands and salt marshes. 

Ministers are launching an advisory booklet 
with a timetable of steps towards the end date 
for direct payments. 

They’ll be offering help and advice to 
farmers. They will also offer grants, for instance, 
for farmers to manage livestock slurry more 
carefully – it’s a major cause of water pollution. 

Polluters will receive a warning letter 
instead of an automatic fine. But the 
government says it’ll target repeat offenders, 
and focus on sensitive areas. 

Richard Benwell, from the green umbrella 
group Wildlife and Countryside Link, told the 
BBC: “It’s absolutely right to take a less 
bureaucratic approach on one-off minor 
breaches, but this should be accompanied by 
more consistent monitoring and enforcement of 
major or persistent breaches. 

“Those words are in the government’s 
document, but a plan for actually delivering it is 
noticeably absent.” He said of the whole plan: 
“The overall impression here is an abiding lack 
of detail.” 

NFU president Minette Batters said: 
“Farmers are up for a new world of carbon 
neutral food. We need fewer inputs of pesticide 
and fertiliser and better animal health – but the 
incentives have to be there. 

“There’s going to be real pain for lowland 
beef, upland beef, and sheep farmers. How 
much pain we don’t know until we’ve seen the 
details we’ve been waiting four years for.” 

Craig Bennett, from the Wildlife Trusts, 
criticised the announcement for what he called 
a lack of clarity and urgency.  He said: "The 
[EU's] Common Agricultural Policy wreaked 

devastation on our wildlife whilst causing deep-
seated issues in farming communities by 
affecting rents and production. 

"We must not spend the next few years just 
talking; nature needs the help promised by this 
government and we cannot afford to waste any 
more time." 

There’s a big disparity between government 
and NFU estimates of the likely impact from the 
changes on farmers. 

Experts say some environmental solutions 
will be hard to define. Take soil: the government 
wants to conserve soil because it improves 
productivity and captures planet-heating carbon 
emissions. 

However, Prof Jane Rickson from Cranfield 
University asks: “What soil properties should be 
measured and monitored? Different soils will 
have naturally variable levels of soil carbon, 
irrespective of how they are managed.” 

Prof Rickson said an alternative approach is 
to ignore measurement of soil properties and 
reward farmers for farming in ways that typically 
improve soil carbon, such reduced ploughing, 
planting “cover crops” that hold soil together in 
winter, and grass buffer strips to catch soil 
running off fields in the rain. 

The government has accepted that the 
great farm transition is very much a work in 
progress and details will follow on the road to the 
revolution in 2028. 

The changes apply to England only. 
Devolved administrations in Wales, Scotland 
and Northern Ireland are devising their own 
plans.  Scotland, for instance, may keep some 
direct payments to farmers in case Scotland 
becomes independent and is admitted to the 
EU. 

This may cause confusion and resentment 
in border country. 
 

USSEX farmer Martin Hole 
was a victim of the quirks of 
the EU grants system.  Like 

other land owners, he was claiming 
grants based on the area of land 
he’s farming. 

He decided to help wild birds by letting some 
pasture flood naturally in the winter, and 
allowing trees and scrubs to regenerate. 

Farm inspectors measured the areas he 
had set aside for conservation – deducted 
grants accordingly, then backdated it and sent 
him a bill. 

Then they said they’d sue him for fraud. “It 
was absolute madness”, he says. 
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13 (Plus) of the Most Intriguing Trees in Norfolk 
 

An article by Rowan Mantell published on www.edp24.co.uk 
 

OME of the most remarkable trees in Norfolk range from a prehistoric fenland bog oak to 
the first cricket bat willow and are linked with people from Pocahontas to Hitler.  Hethel 
Old Thorn is said to be the smallest nature reserve in the UK. The hawthorn bush, aka 

Norfolk Wildlife Trust’s Hethel Old Thorn reserve, can be reached by a public footpath beside 
ancient Hethel church.      

A sweet chestnut in Holt Hall 
woods is believed to have begun 
growing before the Norman Con-
quest, making it more than 1,000 
years old.  In Hockering Wood some 
of the lime trees of the third largest 
lime wood in Britain might be even 
older.  

The holm oak trees at Holkham were grown 
from acorns which had been used as packaging 
around marble shipped from Italy to decorate 
the great hall between 1734 and 1764.  

 Pocahontas, the native north American 
princess who came to Norfolk in 1616 with her 
husband Jon Rolfe of Heacham Hall, is said to 
have planted the mulberry tree in the grounds of 
nearby Heacham Manor (now a hotel with a 
restaurant and spa named for the tree.)  

On a visit to England Pocahontas was 
presented to the royal family, but died as she 
was about to return to America. The red 
mulberry was an important part of Native 
American culture with its fruit used for food, 
medicine and to dye cloth. The gardens of 
Buckingham Palace and Narford Hall are also 
said to have mulberry trees from Pocahontas’ 
seeds.  

Mulberry trees were also planted in Norfolk 
in the 19th century in efforts to establish a home-
grown silk industry. Norwich had several silk 
mills using raw silk from China but attempts to 
introduce silkworms, which eat only the leaves 
of the white mulberry tree, to make the silk in 
Norfolk, were unsuccessful. However, a 
mulberry in St Augustine’s churchyard, Norwich, 
was planted as a memorial to silk weaver 
Thomas Clabburn. 

Kett’s Oak in  Hethersett is honoured as a 
symbol of Kett’s Rebellion of 1549 when Robert 
Kett from nearby Wymondham led many 
thousands to Norwich in protest against 
common land being fenced off by landowners. 
Another oak, named the Oak of Reformation, 
became the centre of the rebel camp on 
Mousehold Heath.  

 The Hethersett tree has previously been 
shortlisted for the national Tree of the Year 
award and although it is not certain it dates back 
to 1549 it is much loved and has been supported 

by concrete, metal, cables and struts over the 
decades to help preserve it. 

The ashes of woodland around 
Ashwellthorpe have a sad claim to fame. They 
were the first place in the UK that the 
devastating tree disease ash dieback was 
confirmed in wild trees. The discovery triggered 
a search for disease-resistant trees led by the 
John Innes Centre in Norwich. Ashes are 
particularly prevalent in Norfolk because the 
springy timber was ideal for everything from cart 
wheels and boat oars to barrels for the herring 
industry and broom handles for the brush 
factory in nearby Wymondham.   

Olympic sailor Christopher Boardman won a 
gold medal at the 1936 Games in Berlin, but 
refused to attend the medal ceremony because 
Adolf Hitler was presenting the awards. Gold 
medallists were also given an oak sapling and 
Chris’s was planted at his home in How Hill, 
Ludham. It survived being hit by shrapnel from 
a German bomb before dying a few years ago 
and being transformed into a carving of the 
Olympic rings and Christopher’s winning boat. It 
is on show at How Hill environmental study 
centre.  

A tree which fell before Stonehenge was 
built and lay buried beneath a Norfolk field for 
millennia is being transformed into a gift to the 
nation. Older than Stonehenge and the 
Pyramids of Egypt, it towered over the Norfolk 
Fens almost 5,000 years ago and lay buried in 
Wissington Fen near  Downham Market until 
2012. Now the biggest and best example of 
ancient sub-fossilised black oak, or bog oak, 
ever found is being transformed into a huge 
table which will eventually begin a national tour 
at Ely Cathedral.  

Experts from across the country helped 
unearth, preserve and cut the wood into 
enormous planks to create the beautiful table 

top. Now they are designing and fundraising for 
a bronze under-structure. For more information 
or to donate to the appeal visit 
thefenlandblackoakproject.co.uk  

An oak tree grows through the middle of the 
ruins of atmospheric St Mary’s church in East 
Somerton, near Yarmouth. Local legend claims 
it sprouted from the wooden leg of a witch buried 
here. 

Wayland Wood, near Watton, was once 
known as Wailing Wood and is the original 
setting for the Babes in the Wood story.  

An orphan killed by his uncle who stood to 
inherit his fortune if he died became the story of 
two children abandoned at the behest of a 
traditionally wicked stepmother, and then a 
pantomime with a very dark heart.   

The true story of a murderous uncle is 
believed to date back to the mid 16th century 
when Robert de Grey stood to inherit Griston 
Hall if his nephew died. Rumours that he had 
been murdered in the forest swirled through the 
neighbourhood. The story was later carved into 
a fireplace at Griston Hall with a frieze showing 
two children beneath a tree and is retold on 
Watton’s town sign.   

Wood for cricket bats comes from a tree first 
found in Norfolk more than 200 years ago and 
since cloned from cuttings and grown around 
the world. The cricket bat willow, or Salix alba 
‘Caerulea’, is a white willow.   

Trees are generally best viewed with their 
roots in the ground but a garden design trend 
sets the stumps of dead trees upside down. 
There are stumperies in the grounds of Norfolk 
stately homes including Houghton Hall and 
Raveningham Hall and the most famous Norfolk 
upside down tree of all was at the centre of the 
Seahenge circle, felled in the spring of 2049BC 
and now on show in Lynn Museum.  

The holly and the ivy and the Christmas tree 
have been used for thousands of years by 
people to mark mid-winter by decorating 
evergreen branches and trees and placing them 
at the centre of our homes and communities. 
This Christmas many of followed this ancient 
tradition of bringing light and joy into the darkest 
time of year. 
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I Have a Cunning Plan 
 
 

EOPLE across the UK are to be invited to celebrate the Queen's Platinum Jubilee by plant-
ing a tree to help mark the monarch’s 70-year reign.  The campaign, known as The 
Queen’s Green Canopy, will launch this year ahead of the milestone in 2022.  The initiative 

is a “fitting way” to celebrate the Queen’s reign through “striving to increase and protect our 
native tree cover which, for centuries, has played such a central role in the life of the nation”. 

The occasion will mark the first 
time a British sovereign will have 
been on the throne for seven 
decades. 

The project, led by the Cool Earth charity in 
partnership with the government and The 
Woodland Trust, will see communities, charities 
and schools among others plant trees across 
the four nations of the UK, with an encourage-
ment to plant healthy native trees likely to thrive 
in their environments. 

During her reign the Queen has planted 
more than 1,500 trees all over the world. 

Organisers of this campaign said the public 
are being encouraged to come together with the 
aim of “greening” their local and national 
environments as a “special gift” to the monarch. 

Prime Minister Boris Johnson said: “This 
difficult year has reminded us all of the 
importance of the nature and green spaces that 
surround us.  Trees have the potential to trans-
form our communities, connect us with nature 
and provide homes for precious wildlife.  They 
also have a huge role to play in tackling climate 
change as we build back greener from the 
pandemic.  As we celebrate Her Majesty’s 
incredible 70 years of service, I encourage 
everyone to get behind this scheme, and go 
‘Plant a Tree for the Jubilee.’” 

The announcement came during last 
month’s National Tree Week – the UK’s largest 
annual tree celebration, marking the start of the 
winter tree-planting season. 

Chairman of the Forestry Commission, Sir 
William Worsley said: “The value of trees has 
never been clearer and at a time where we must 
do everything we can to not only tackle climate 
change, but also adapt to its impacts, I would 
urge everyone to pick up a spade and plant a 
tree for the jubilee.” 

Environmentalist and Cool Earth trustee, 
Tony Juniper said: “Expanding tree cover is key 
to the recovery of the world’s natural 
environment, including here in Britain.  Her 
Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee marks an excellent 
opportunity to harness Cool Earth’s expertise to 
help do that job.” 

Dr Darren Moorcroft of the The Woodland 
Trust, said: “There is no more fitting way to 
celebrate Her Majesty’s Jubilee than through 
striving to increase and protect our native tree 

cover which, for centuries, has played such a 
central role in the life of the nation.  This is both 
about caring for and expanding our natural 
heritage and safeguarding its future for our 
children in the face of a combined climate and 
nature crisis.” 

Cool Earth said more details about the 
initiative and how to get involved will be 
announced “in due course”. 
 

OW, this is where my 
cunning plan comes in.  I 
would like to see the 

Broadland Tree Warden Network 
plant a commemorative tree com-
plete with a suitable plaque, in each 
of Broadland’s 63 parishes. 

Yes, I know we don’t have Tree Wardens in 
every one of our parishes (sadly), but that 
should not be prohibitive.  For example, Rack-
heath does not currently have a Tree Warden so 
James Cleaver (Salhouse) and I have been 
covering them.  I am sure that we can easily 
cover every parish. 

Furthermore, what better opportunity could 
we have to engage schools in tree planting?  We 
can encourage all schools in Broadland to join 

our project and, under our guidance, they can 
plant a commemorative tree (supplied by the 
Network of course). 

If I am brutally honest, I can see no reason 
or excuse for any of this Network’s Tree 
Wardens not embracing this idea.  It is simple 
and will cost parishes and schools nothing.  
Furthermore, all the Tree Warden has to do is to 
confirm to me that their parish and/or school will 
be involved and I will order the trees. 

Now, if any of you wish to be really ambit-
ious and plant a commemorative wood or copse 
then please feel free.  I am certain that I can get 
necessary funding and assistance for that. 

So, come on.  Start thinking now.  2022 may 
seem a way off yet but I shall be negotiating 
funding in the next couple of months so we need 
to start thinking straight away.  If you like the 
idea and wish your parish to be involved then 
please contact me as soon as possible.  Of 
course, you shouldn’t forget to discuss this with 
your parish council. 

If you are willing to cover a parish that does 
not have a Tree Warden then please contact me 
as soon as possible. 

If the idea doesn’t turn you on then please 
contact me as soon as possible, informing me of 
your idea that you think will be better than mine. 
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Rage as HS2 Attempts to Fell 
300 Year Old Veteran Oak 

 

An article by Stuart Spray published on https://bylinetimes.com 
 

 FEW days before the Christmas break, HS2 contractors arrived unannounced at Wood 
Farm in rural Warwickshire, fired up their chainsaws and began the task of felling a 300-
year-old veteran oak in the corner of a field. By the time local ‘Stop HS2’ tree protectors 

arrived on the scene, several heavy limbs had already been removed.  

Although the Stop HS2 activists 
managed to halt the felling by 
positioning themselves between 
the tree and the chainsaw 
operators, the decision to remove 
the ancient landmark has angered 
protestors and locals alike, who 
had been led to believe that the tree 
was not at risk. 

“It’s absolutely disgusting, [we had] no 
notification whatsoever about the felling of this 
tree of over 300 years of age,” said Sandra Hiatt, 
whose family own the farm and the tree. “After 
they cordoned it off to protect and save it, they 
have now done the complete opposite a year 
later and there’s not a damn thing we can do 
about it.  

“The lack of communication has been 
appalling from the start of this awful, unneeded 
project. The devastation to our beautiful farm is 
atrocious. My father of 83 years cannot speak 
about it without getting upset at the way they are 
treating our home.” 

An HS2 spokesperson justified its actions 
by saying “We need to remove the tree to create 
a flood compensation area, as well as a 
balancing pond for drainage and run-off from the 
railway before discharge to the watercourse.  

“In this location, the construction of the 
railway will take up an area which is part of the 
floodplain. We need to make sure we meet the 
Environment Agency’s 70% climate change 
allowance and that compensation areas are 
provided for any loss. 

“This particular tree was temporarily fenced 
off during the Oakervee Review in 2019 as part 
of our commitment not to remove exceptional 
trees during this period until the Government 
announced its decision on the project. Although 
actually, the tree trunk is hollow and the 
branches are showing signs of rot.” 

The Environment Agency (EA) – the 
Government department tasked with protecting 
or enhancing the environment – confirmed to 
Byline Times that it had not been consulted 
about the works. 

A spokesperson said that the tree “is not 
close to a main river and, as such, these works 
are not under the EA’s remit to approve. Any 
flood compensation activity would not require 
the EA’s consent”.  

Scrutiny of the HS2 Planning Context 
Report for Warwick District reveals no 
operational need to fell the tree. Page 36 of the 
report shows the proposed location of the 
balancing pond to be more than 250 metres 

away and that the flood compensation area 
could easily be moved 50 metres to the south-
east, avoiding the ancient oak altogether. 

HS2’s claim that the tree is in poor health is 
also questionable. A report seen by Byline 
Times dated 19 December 2020 and authored 
by an independent arborist, MJH Arboriculture, 
concluded that “the tree is in good structural 
condition and is showing good vitality in terms of 
recent shoot extension growth” and that the 
hollow area at the base of the tree had “no signs 
of recently decayed wood”, with “no fungal 
fruiting bodies present.” The report also stated 
that the buttress roots were solid.  

A scorched-earth approach to wildlife and 
the environment can be witnessed in the area to 
make way for HS2. Several kilometres of 
roadside trees and hedgerows have been 
cleared for road realignments, contractors’ 
compounds, workers’ car parks and temporary 
access tracks.  

During the veteran oak’s lifetime, Thomas 
Edison patented the first machine to record and 
reproduce sound and the Wright Brothers made 
the first ever successful flight in the history of 
humankind. With a girth of 4.8 metres, it was a 
mere sapling in 1714 when George I became 
King of England. 

Like all oaks of that age, it not only serves 
as a valuable carbon sink and a prominent 
landscape feature, it is also home to a myriad of 
wildlife.  

Ancient oaks are mini-ecosystems in their 
own right and known to support more species 
than any other British tree, including bacteria, 

fungi, lichens, mosses, vascular plants, insects, 
birds and bats. 

Although neither the land nor the tree is 
owned by HS2, the site is within land defined as 
“limit of land to be acquired or used” and is, 
therefore, within the bounds of the High Speed 
Rail Act.  

Standing advice from the Government’s 
conservation advisors, Natural England (NE) 
and the Forestry Commission (FC), recognises 
the importance of ancient and veteran trees and 
states that felling them should be avoided 
unless there are exceptional reasons, combined 
with a suitable compensation strategy. 

As HS2 is considered an ‘exceptional 
project’ and does not require a felling licence or 
any other permissions from the Forestry 
Commission, it can clear as many ancient and 
veteran trees as it pleases.  

Louis Adam, Liberal Democrat councillor for 
Warwick and Leamington, has concerns that 
HS2’s overarching powers mean that local 
councils have little direct influence. 

“I do feel very strongly that the destructive 
works being carried out in the name of this 
project are a blight on our landscape and our 
residents,” he told Byline Times. “I maintain that, 
although I am not able to stand in the way of 
these to stop them, I will always represent the 
best interests of my residents where we can 
affect change.” 

At the time of writing, the ancient oak 
remains standing and Byline Times understands 
that HS2 construction work has stopped for the 
Christmas and New Year break. 
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What's Happened to the Remains of the Much-Loved 
Cubbington Pear Tree and Wood from Other Trees Chopped 

Down by HS2 Around Leamington and Kenilworth? 
 

An article by Philip Hibble published on www.leamingtoncourier.co.uk 
 

T WAS the sight we all feared.  The felling of the 250-year-old Cubbington pear tree, a local 
landmark which had become a symbol of the destruction caused by HS2 workers for a new 
high speed rail line.  The chopping down of the tree in October made national news and 

caused a huge outcry. 

The Courier and Weekly News 
dedicated much space to the cam-
paigns to save the tree, as well as 
the ancient woodlands on the edge 
of Leamington and Kenilworth, but 
now with so much of that natural 
habitat destroyed, we want to know 
what has happened to the wood. 

First, however, the Cubbington Pear, which 
was voted the best tree in England in 2015 in a 
poll run by the Woodland Trust. 

When it was felled on 20 October, the plan 
was for the root plate to be moved into the 
'mitigation site' and saplings to be replanted so 
'it can also live on in the form of new trees in the 
local area', according to HS2. 

The wood from the tree was donated to the 
Cubbington community with some of it being 
converted into a memorial bench. 

Rose Guiot is a member of the Cubbington 
Action Group Against HS2, a group that has 
spent ten years fighting to protect our 
woodlands.  She said: "In 2017 the parish 
council requested some wood from HS2 Ltd to 
make a memorial of some kind and in 2019 I 
received a verbal assurance that this would 
happen. 

"I’d suggested having a couple of thin 
horizontal trunk slices to create timelines – 
perhaps a project for the local schools – plus 
something else to be determined. A local 
woodworker offered to make a bench, which 
seemed like a good idea. 

"Our then community engagement manager 
was given his and our contact details back in 
September. When the tree was felled I spent 
some time trying to find out what the arrange-
ments were for our woodworker or ourselves to 
get the wood.  Eventually I learned from the 
woodworker that a lorry load of various sizes of 
wood had been delivered to him. 

"He was not at all impressed by its 
condition, and made this known. Whether 
making a bench will be feasible is not certain.  
On complaining to HS2 Ltd, I was told that “all 
available wood” had been delivered.  The rest of 
the wood was supposed to have been left as 
'habitat' on the 'mitigation site'. I can see that two 
large branches have been stuck in the ground, 
apparently for birds and bats to roost.” 

Rose said the woodcutter was not only 
unimpressed by the condition of the wood but 
also by the way it was delivered to him.  "What 
our woodworker received does not make up the 
whole of the tree, so what happened to that I 
have no idea," she said. 

A spokesperson for HS2 told us that over 
the last few years the HS2 team have been 
'working closely with the local community to 
ensure that the Cubbington Tree can be com-

memorated and that it can also live on in the 
form of new trees in the local area'. 

"We have donated the majority of the wood 
from the tree to the Cubbington community and 
a local wood carver is working with the parish 
council to fulfil requests for commemorative 
items," said the spokesperson. 

“HS2 understands the importance of the 
Cubbington Pear tree to people in Leamington 
and beyond and over the last few years we have 
worked closely with the local community to 
ensure that the tree can both be suitably com-
memorated and also live on in the form of new 
trees in the local area.  "In addition, we have 
worked with expert horticulturalists to take 
cuttings from the tree from which we’ve grown 
40 saplings, some of which will be planted this 
winter.  Our ecology team has also worked with 
the local community and expert horticulturalists 
to make sure that the pear tree has a lasting 
legacy for future generations. 

"Over 40 new trees have been grown from 
cuttings taken from the tree and some of these 
are ready to be planted in new habitats in the 
local area being created by HS2’s early works 
contractor LM this winter.  We have also en-
gaged with local authorities and they will receive 
some of the saplings for planting in early 
December and the remainder will be placed in 
the mitigation site at South Cubbington Woods 
in the next few weeks.  The remaining coppice 
stump has been translocated to an area of new 
planting next to South Cubbington Wood, as 
well as part of the main trunk to provide 
deadwood habitat for bat roosting opportunities 
and homes for other wildlife." 

Rose says she is not convinced that all the 
wood has been donated to the community and 
is keen to point out that the propagation of the 
pear was initiated by Paul Labous of 
Shuttleworth College who contacted 

Cubbington Action Group in 2014. 
She said: "Cuttings were taken by our 

chairman Peter Delow and myself from first the 
crown (unsuccessfully), after which we tried the 
basal growth.  The second attempt with the 
basal cuttings succeeded. We then obtained 
DNA tests on leaves from the tree itself and the 
sapling propagated by Paul to ensure that they 
were identical (ie the original tree was not 
grafted). The two samples were identical. 

"On learning of the successful graft, HS2 Ltd 
invited Paul to Cubbington in late 2017 to 
explain how he’d achieved this and in February 
2018 he came and gave a presentation. HS2 Ltd 
then gave the contract for propagation to a 
commercial nursery." 

Rose said that she requested the pear 
saplings near the woods should be planted 
where local people can water them, to ensure 
they survive. 

"On the plus side, we were told recently by 
the man in charge of the planting that saplings 
would be arriving very shortly," she added.  
"This is good news, as in 2019 they were still 
planting in late April, whereas planting time for 
bare root saplings is November to March. 

"The new saplings will get a good start, as 
long as the ground doesn’t become waterlogged 
but it usually does in winter due to the heavy 
clay soil.  There will be more water this year 
because so many trees and hedges have been 
removed and will not be there to take in some of 
the surplus water.”However, Rose says that 
saplings one metre tall cannot replace ancient 
trees. "Especially when so many die, and to say 

they are planting “new woodland” is ridiculous", 
she added. 
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"It won’t be anything like a wood for 
decades. Ancient woodland is as much about 
soil as trees.  We shall have to wait until spring 
to see whether the 'translocation' of some of the 
soil from the wood to the mitigation site has 
worked or not." 

Frances Wilmot is another member of 
Cubbington Action Group. After a recent visit to 
the site with Rose, she said: "Two large 
branches from the pear tree were planted 
bizarrely in the ground, presumably for bats and 
birds to perch on but due to the noise, activity 
and wind on that site most wildlife will surely 
have fled. 

"The HS2 diverted path down the valley, 
used by many walkers and dog-walkers, was 
very muddy and rutted on sections where HS2 

vehicles crossed it, needing some reparation as 
it is the official diversion footpath." 

So what about all the trees that have been 
felled around Leamington and Kenilworth? 

With regards to wood from Crackley Wood 
and South Cubbington Wood, HS2 says it has 
given wood chip to community allotments and 
public areas as requested by parish councils or 
schools in rural villages across the whole region. 

HS2 enabling works contractor, LMJV 
(Laing O’Rourke and J. Murphy & Sons) have 
also just presented an owl sculpture made from 
wood from Crackley Wood, to Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital Charity, alongside a £10,000 
donation to support the work of the trust. 

The owl sculpture is one of a series of ten 
carved artworks created by local artist Jason 

Fryers, which LMJV and Five Rivers Contracting 
are donating to two charities and eight local 
schools in the region. 

On the wider region, the HS2 spokesperson 
said: "Around 80,000 trees have already been 
planted in the region and 40 ponds have been 
created, along with many acres of wetland, 
heathland and meadow providing new wildlife 
habitats including badger setts, bat houses, bird 
boxes and reptile banks to help local wildlife 
populations thrive and support delicately 
balanced local ecosystems." 

 
 
 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Photography Campaign Shows the Grim 
Aftermath of Logging in Canada's Fragile Forests 

 
An article by Leyland Cecco published on www.theguardian.com 

 
HEN TJ Watt first stood at the base of a towering western red cedar on Canada’s Pacific 
coast, the ancient giant was surrounded by thick moss and ferns, and the sounds of a 
vibrant forest ecosystem.  When he returned a few months later, all that remained was 

a massive stump, set against a landscape that was unrecognizable. “To come back and see a 
place that was so magnificent and complex just completely and utterly destroyed is just gut-
wrenching,” he said. 

Watt’s photographs of the forest 
and the grim aftermath of logging 
are now the centrepiece of a cam-
paign by the Ancient Forest 
Alliance to capture the impact of 
clearcutting old growth trees in 
British Columbia.  

Despite recent efforts by the province to 
protect these fragile forests, conservationists 
say far more is needed to prevent the collapse 
of ecosystems. 

Watt has photographed clear-cuts in the 
province for more than a decade with the AFA, 
but said the “graveyard of stumps” in the 
Caycuse watershed remains a jarring sight. 

“We’re in the midst of a global climate 
environmental crisis yet here in Canada, a first 
world country, we’re allowing the destruction of 
some of the most highly endangered old growth 
forests on the planet,” he said. “A lot of people 
are shocked that that’s still happening here. It’s 
not illegal. The government sanctions it.” 

The AFA estimates that most of the original 
old-growth forests along the province’s southern 
coast have been logged commercially. Less 
than 10% of Vancouver Island’s original old 
growth forests – where Watt shot his before-
and-after series – are protected. 

Conservation groups have fought for 
decades to protect some of the oldest trees in 
the country. Campaigners won a major victory in 
September, after the province of British 
Columbia agreed to implement 14 recommend-
ations from the Old Growth Strategic Review 
over the next three years. 

The panel called on the province to defer 
logging old-growth forests in nine areas 
throughout the province, protecting 352,739 

hectares (871,600 acres) until a formal plan is 
developed, but as critics point out, only 3,800 
hectares (9,400 acres) – or about 1% of the 
deferred areas – is previously unprotected old-
growth forest. 
 “There’s a huge gap between the quality of 
the recommendations and initial steps the 
government took,” said Jens Wieting of the 
Sierra Club of BC, pointing out that deferral 
areas contain only 1% of the most at-risk eco-
systems. “That means that 99% of the work still 
remains to be done.” 

Both Watt and Wieting have called on the 
government to both protect the remaining old 
growth forests and to help forestry-dependent 

communities so they can transition away from 
old growth logging. They also say Indigenous 
peoples must have a role in protecting and 
managing the forest. 

“I’m going to keep taking these ‘before’ 
photos,” said Watt. “And it’s up to politicians if 
there’s going to be an ‘after’ shot.” 

 
 

 
 

 
 

W 

Meat consumption is one of the leading 
causes of species extinction around the 

world. 

For every 1kg of fish caught there are up 
to 5kg of marine animals caught and 
discarded as by-catch.  This includes 

sharks, dolphins and turtles. 
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Whitebark Pine Trees are Dying Across the US 
West. Could a Federal Proposal Protect Them?
 

An article from Associated Press published on the Guardian website 
 

LIMATE crisis, voracious beetles and disease are imperilling the long-term survival of a 
high-elevation pine tree that’s a key source of food for some grizzly bears across the US 
west.  Whitebark pine Pinus albicaulis trees can live up to 1,000 years and are found at 

elevations up to 3,600 metres, conditions too harsh for most trees to survive. The trees grow in 
Wyoming, Montana, Idaho, Washington, Oregon, California, Nevada and western Canada, but 
have been all but wiped out in some areas. 

That includes parts of the 
eastern edge of Yellowstone 
national park, where they are 
a source of food for 
threatened grizzly bears. 
Grizzlies raid squirrel caches 
of whitebark pine cones and 
devour the seeds within the 
cones to fatten up for winter. 

Environmentalists had petitioned the 
government in 2008 to protect the trees, and a 
US Fish and Wildlife Service proposal 
scheduled to be published early last month 
would indeed protect the tree as a threatened 

species under the Endangered Species Act. 
However, the agency said it doesn’t plan to 

designate which forested areas are critical to the 
tree’s survival, stopping short of what some 
environmentalists argue is needed. 

A non-native fungus has been killing 
whitebark pines for a century. More recently, the 
trees have proven vulnerable to bark beetles 
that have killed millions of acres of forest and 
climate change that scientific studies have said 
is responsible for more severe wildfire seasons. 

The government’s proposal described the 
threats to the trees as “imminent” and said 
whitebark was one of many plants expected to 
be affected as climate change moves faster 
than they are able to adapt. 

“Whitebark pine survives at high elevations 
already, so there is little remaining habitat in 
many areas for the species to migrate to higher 

elevations in response to warmer temperat-
ures,” said Fish and Wildlife Service officials. 

The officials added: “Overall, whitebark pine 
stands have seen severe reductions in repro-
duction and regeneration.  High severity wild-
fires, white pine blister rust and mountain pine 
beetle all act on portions of whitebark pine’s 
range.” 

An attorney with the Natural Resources 
Defense council, which submitted the 2008 
petition for protections, lamented that it took so 
long for the government to act but said the 
proposal was still worth celebrating. 

“This is the federal government admitting 
that climate change is killing off a widely dis-
tributed tree, and we know that’s just the tip of 
the iceberg. There are many species 
threatened,” said Rebecca Riley, legal director 
for the environmental group’s nature program. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Making Woodland Work for Bats 
 

An article by Gordon Davidson, News & Online Editor of The Scottish Farmer 
 

EW RESEARCH has assessed bat populations across broadleaved woodlands managed 
in different ways, highlighting the management practices that are good for these popular 
native mammals.  Changes in woodland management have been linked to declines in 

birds and other wildlife but little has been known about the impacts of such changes on our bat 
populations. All 17 bat species found breeding in the UK use woodlands and many are reliant 
on semi-natural broadleaved tree environments. 

Just published in the journal 
Forest Ecology and Management, 
the research by lead author Danny 
Alder used special acoustic record-
ers to capture the echolocation and 
other calls made by bats using the 
study sites. Through this he was 
able to identify the species involved 
and could then measure their ac-
tivity across the different woodland 
habitats. 

He collected data on the structural features 
of the woodlands, like the degree of canopy 
cover, tree size, density of the understorey and 
the amount of standing dead wood, all of which 
can influence a woodland’s suitability for bats. 

Eleven bat species were identified, 
including the rare Barbastelle (pictured) and 
there were clear differences between the differ-

ent woodland management types in terms of 
both occupancy by bats and their activity. 
‘Irregular High Forest’, a woodland type where 
the forest ecosystem is maintained intact by 
selective felling and characterised by its mixed-
sized trees and complex structure, had the 
richest bat community and highest occupancy 
rates for most bat species. 

The study demonstrated how features 
associated with Irregular High Forest stands, 
including deadwood, understorey structure, 
open canopy areas and larger tree size, seemed 

to benefit multiple bat species across different 
foraging guilds. Barbastelle – a low-level forager 
– was significantly associated with areas of 
more open canopy across all of the different 
stand management types, though with highest 
occupancy in the Irregular High Forest stands. 
The importance of this, and the other features 
highlighted, should be taken into account when 
considering how best to manage woodland for 
bats. 

Mr Alder commented: "Through our work we 
have identified important associations between 
bat species and woodland structure, demon-
strating how the management practices 
associated with Irregular High Forest promote 
many of the structural features which positively 
influence bats. Importantly, our study also 
shows that an emphasis on non-intervention as 
the appropriate woodland management 
treatment for bat conservation may be 
misleading without an understanding of the 
structural characteristics present." 

C 
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Dr Jo’s Corner 
 

The column by Jo Parmenter, Reedham’s Parish Tree Warden 

 
 

Dryopteris dilatata or Broad buckler-fern 

 
 
 

APPY new year everyone!  This month we have a lovely broad buckler-fern which, 
although at best semi-evergreen and often deciduous, is still green in sheltered locations 
and very visible on account of most other plants having turned brown by this point in the 

winter. It will die back over the next couple of months, re-emerging as tightly coiled croziers in 
the spring.   

 This is one of those plants which 
for me gives a woodland a 
mysterious other-worldly quality, 
especially when the woodland also 
contains boggy pools, mossy 
hummocks and twining climbers, 
as here.    

Broad buckler-fern can be recognised by its 
very finely dissected foliage, with broadly 
triangular fronds emerging from a central point 
on an upright rhizome (the ‘shuttlecock’) unlike 
some other fern species such as Polypody, 
where the fronds arise along the length of a 
creeping rhizome.   

The lowest pinnae on each frond are also 
triangular; and the other characteristic feature is 
the brown scales on the stems, which have a 
broad chocolate-coloured stripe. 

As well as in wet and dry woodlands, you 
can find this fern on hedge- and ditch-banks, but 
it generally tends to grow in a shady spot. 
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Tree Preservation Orders and 
Conservation Area News 

 
 

Broadland Tree Preservation Orders Served, Confirmed and Revoked  
 

TPO Number Address Served Trees Protected Status 

2020 No 1 (1303) Robin Hill, 16 South Walsham Road,  Acle 17/02/2020 All trees on site Provisional 

2020 No 3 (1305) Land at Wood Green, Salhouse 09/03/2020 1 x Leyland cypress Provisional 

2020 No 4 (1306) Land rear of 48 Spixworth Road, Old Catton 29/04/2020 

T1 oak,                                     
T2 deodar cedar                            
T3 copper beech                      
T4 yew 

Provisional 

2020 No 6 (1308) 19 Millgate, Aylsham 17/08/2020 2 x Scots pine Provisional 

2020 No 7 (1309) 
Lime Tree House, 16b Harvey Lane, Thorpe 
St Andrew. 

28/09/2020 All trees of whatever species. Provisional 

2020 No 8 (1310) Land south of Heydon Road, Aylsham. 08/10/2020 2 x oak Provisional 

2020 No 9 (1311) 
Former Royal Norwich Golf Club, Drayton 
High Road, Hellesdon 

16/10/2020 All trees of whatever species  Provisional 

2020 No 10 (1312) 92 Links Avenue, Hellesdon 14/12/2020 T1 oak Provisional 

2020 No 11 (1313) Redwood, 92 Charles Close, Wroxham 15/12/2020 T1 Wellingtonia Provisional 

 
 

Current Works to Trees Subject to a Tree Preservation Order and Section 
211 Notifications for Works to Trees Within Conservation Areas 

 

App No Address Cat Species / Requested Works Decision 

20191982 Bircham Centre, Market Place, Reepham 211 T1 and T2 holly – fell. 31/12/2019 

20201500 2 Millers Way, Horsford TPO 

Oak on property of 2 Millers Way, driveway bordering Millers 
Way, front east side of property. Sketch plan tree marked as 
TPO Works required, (trim back branches overhanging property 
and road side). Crown lift or raise. Crown reduction. Crown thin. 

Withdrawn 

20201661 9 Manor Close, Buxton With Lamas TPO 

T1 oak - full reduction by 4.5m in height and reduce any lower 
branches to maintain shape. Tree is tall and is excessively 
shading garden at 9 Manor close.                                                  
T2 beech - reduction of lateral limbs by 3m and reduce very top 
branches by 4m to match crown. Lateral limbs stretch across the 
garden and over a greenhouse in adjacent property. Tree has 
very one-sided growth due to competition for light.  This 
reduction should help balance the tree 

03/09/2020 

20201760 
Land West of Abbey Farm Commercial 
Park, Church Street, Horsham St Faith 

TPO 
G1 5 x ash and sycamore and G19 1 x verge tree - full details 
provided within the attached cover letter. 

21/09/2020 

20201835 26 Rosemary Road, Sprowston TPO 

T11 Scots pine – fell.                                                                       
T22 common oak - reduce laterals by up to 2m; current width 
7m, reduce to 5m.                                                                              
T27 & T35 common beech - crown raise to 4m.                       
T36 common beech - reduce laterals from 9m to 5.5m wide.      
T37 common beech - reduce crown by 1.5m; current height and 
width 13m/6.5m, reduce to 10m/5m.                                                 
T38 common beech - reduce laterals by 2m; current height and 
width 10m/8m, reduce to 7m/5m.                                                    
T39 common beech - reduce crown by up to 2m; current height 
and width 12m/8m, reduce to 10m/6m;                                          
T40 common beech - crown raise to 5m.                                          
T41 copper beech - reduce crown by 1.5m, current height and 
width 14m/7m, reduce to 12m/5.5m.                                                 
T44 common oak - reduce laterals by up to 2m; current width 7m 
reduce to 5m.                                                                                 
T46 common oak - reduce laterals by 1m, reduce width from 6m 
to 5m. 

06/10/2020 
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20201861 Lakeside, Roman Drive, Brundall TPO 

T1 Siberian elm - reduce height from 14 to 11 m and radial 
crown spread by from 7 to 4m to produce a more balanced 
crown following recent limb failure.                                              
T2 oak - fell 

Approved 

20201891 28 Barnby Road, Badersfield, TPO 

T74 cherry - crown reduce by approx 25%. Reduce height by 
3.5m from 15m to 11.5m; northern spread by 3m from 12m to 
9m; southern spread by 2m from 10m to 8m; western spread by 
4.5m from 12m to 7.5m; and eastern spread by 4m from 10m to 
6m. Crown raise to 5 m over road. 

21/10/2020 

20201914 56 Mulberry Court, Taverham YPO 
T339 oak - cut back by 2-3 m along boundary (to bring in line 
with fence) and visitor’s parking space. 

22/10/2020 

20201917 7 Saint Edmunds Road, Taverham TPO 

T1 oak - lateral reduction of branch growing over garden 
(towards bird table) by up to 3.6 m to suitable growing point. 
Elsewhere reduce lower branches over garden toward house by 
up to 2.4m to suitable growing point. Approx radial reduction 
from 11m to 7.4m.                                                                        
T2 oak - lateral reduction of branch growing over fence into 
neighbours’ garden (no 5) of up to 3.6 m to suitable growing 
point.  Elsewhere reduce lower branches over garden toward 
house by up to 2.4 m to a suitable growing point. Approx radial 
reduction from 11 m to 7.4 m.                                                     
T3 beech - lateral reduction of lowest branch growing over fence 
into the neighbours’ garden (no 5), of up to 2.4 m to suitable 
growing point. Elsewhere reduce lower branches over garden 
toward house by up to 2.4 m to suitable growing point. Approx 
radial reduction from 11.5 m to 7.9 m. 

19/10/2020 

20201921 55 Charles Close, Wroxham TPO 

T1 oak - raise canopy to 5.5m.                                                     
T2 sycamore – fell.                                                                         
T3 oak - crown thin by 5m by removing internal epicormic growth    
G4 birch - reduce height from 6m to 5m, by removing new 
growth from old reduction points. 

Approved 

20201951 6 Library Close, Blofield TPO 

T1 sycamore - pollard to a height of 6m. Compression fork with 
crack leading to base of tree on stem leaning toward 
neighbouring property. Heartwood exposure near base of tree. 
Current height of tree around 20m.                                                   
T2 & T3 lime - reduce southern aspect of tree by 3m (current 
spread in southern aspect 7m. 

Split decision 

20201952 
Glenlyn, 7 Copeman Road, Little 
Plumstead 

TPO 
T1 silver birch - fell and replant with Amalanchier 'Robin Hill' 
12cm girth. 

Refused 

20201955 69 Hall Lane, Drayton TPO 

T1 & T2 sycamore and T3 oak- reduce crown by 50%.                 
T4 Lawson cypress - strip off growth suppressing T3 or pollard to 
small stump.                                                                                     
T5 oak – fell.                                                                                 
T6 oak - remove branches overhanging boundary.                           
T7, T8 & T9 Lawson cypress - pollard to half current height.              
T10 Douglas fir - reduce height by 60%.                                            
T11 larch - reduce by 40%.                                                               
T12 Douglas fir - remove broken branch.                                                
T13 & T14 Lawson cypress - pollard by 50%. 

Split decision 

20201971 14 Barnby Road, Badersfield TPO Sycamore - remove epicormic growth extending onto road. 19/10/2020 

20201978 
192 Plumstead Road East, Thorpe St 
Andrew 

TPO 
T1 sweet chestnut - reduce height by approx 3m from 18 to 15m 
removing split and damaged branches. Remove branches off 
phone lines running through the tree by 1m. 

21/10/2020 

20202011 32 Plumstead Road, Thorpe End 211 
Oak - reduce crown to below previous lopping points which 
would be a re-pollard or fell and replant. 

Approved 

20202019 11 Haverscroft Close, Taverham TPO 

Oak in rear of garden of Mrs Ginn at 11 Haverscroft Close is 
heavily overshadowing bungalow of Mrs Grosse of 5 Haverscroft 
Close and is in need of having a few limbs cut back. plus the tree 
is growing heavily on the left hand side ddu to other trees grown 
alongside it on the right hand side so in my opinion needs this 
work to balance the tree out. 

Approved 

20202021 The Hollies, 43 Waterloo Road, Hainford TPO T1 tulip tree – fell. 26/10/2020 

20202023 2 Barberry Close, Taverham TPO T10 oak – fell. 26/10/2020 
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20202029 Redwood, 92 Charles Close, Wroxham TPO 

T1 wellingtonia Sequoiadendron giganteum – Fell . A recent 
structural survey of the property shows th location and size of 
tree is causing structural damage and removal has been 
recommended. In addition, tree shows signs of several large 
weakened unions likely caused by storm damage and previous 
management of tree. In the event of these unions failing, severe 
damage to property is likely. Although tree is a beautiful 
specimen, the risk it is posing is now high.  Tree does not 
suggest many feasible options for retention as lower growth is all 
of a long pendulate nature  Any kind of considerable height 
reduction would create more exposure to these already weak 
limbs. I would be keen to meet with the TO to discuss any other 
options that may be available. I propose we lower all branches 
with conventional rigging practice and then use a mobile crane to 
safely lift the stem away in sections to reduce the risk of damage 
to property etc.  

TPO required 

20202030 
Forge Cottage, 25 The Street, South 
Walsham 

TPO 

T1 sycamore - remove deadwood and crossing branches.  Raise 
canopy to 4m. Remove one over-extended lateral branch that 
has grown towards an undesirable location within the garden. 
Due to tree’s form and good vitality removal of this limb will be 
inconsequential to the shape of the crown. 

27/10/2020 

20202036 
Caledonian House, 2 Pheasant Walk, 
South Walsham 

TPO 
T1 oak - proposed reduction of adjacent conifers will leave oak 
leader exposed.  A 4m reduction is proposed to alleviate 
exposure. Current height is around 12m. 

28/10/2020 

20202038 Rowangarth, Heydon Road, Aylsham TPO 
T2 oak - cut back damaged branch and rebalance north side of 
the tree. 

28/10/2020 

20202040 42 Springfield Road, Taverham TPO 
Oak - crown thin by 25% to allow light into garden and reduce 
sail weight. 

27/10/2020 

20202059 The Pightle, Blickling Road, Aylsham 211 

B1 Fagus Sylvatica - reduce height from 20m by approx 3m and 
reduce side branches.                                                                      
B2 Fagus Sylvatica - reduce height from 20m by approx 3m.  
Reduce over extended side limbs by 2-3m.                                                 
Ilex Aquifolium - remove 

Approved 

20202060 78 Blue Boar Lane, Sprowston TPO 
T3 oak - raise 3m over driveway and entrance to driveway, 
remove deadwood and detached hanging branches. 

Approved 

20202066 45 Low Road, Hellesdon TPO Cherry - dismantle due to poor condition in upper crown. 02/11/2020 

20202073 7 Walnut Close, Taverham TPO 
Reduce upper branch approx 5m from main dwelling and lower 
branch approx 3.5-4m from garage back from fence line. 

Approved 

20202082 15 Stanmore Road, Thorpe St Andrew 211 
T1 false Acacia - current height approx 9m, reduce over garden 
and driveway by 2m to re-shape crown canopy.                         
T2 conifer – fell. 

10/11/2020 

20202083 Hollywell House, 4 Bells Loke, Brundall TPO 

T1 oak - reduce eastern portion of crown from 7m to 5.5m in 
order to reduce impact on house and likelihood of branch failure 
and remove deadwood.                                                                     
T6 oak - reduce northern portion of crown near house and 
southern portion near neighbouring house from 6.5 to 5m and 
remove deadwood. 

Approved 

20202093 
Bridge House, 2 The Street, Burgh And 
Tuttington 

211 
T1 willow & T2 walnut - 15-20% crown reduction Reduce height 
from 12m to 10m.                                                                                                     

04/11/2020 

20202102 6 Library Close, Blofield TPO T1 & T2 sycamore and T3 holly - fell Approved 

20202104 Dellhouse, 47C The Street, Brundall TPO T1 ash - fell. Approved 

20202105 
The Little House, 77 Spixworth Road, Old 
Catton 

211 

T1 bay - reduce from 4.5m to 2.5m.                                                   
T2 apple - reduce from 4m to 2m.                                                    
T3 quince - reduce from 4.5m to 2m.                                               
T4 cherry - remove north-western branch originating at 4m.            
T5 sycamore - reduce eastern canopy to the boundary line. 

09/11/2020 

20202106 
The White House, 66 Spixworth Road, 
Old Catton 

211 

T1 horse chestnut - remove remaining section of storm damaged 
branch.                                                                                               
T2 beech - crown lift to 3m, reduce southern canopy from 9m to 
7m.                                                                                                     
T3 mulberry - crown lift to 2m.                                                       
T4 - elm – fell (dead). 

09/11/2020 

20202108 1 The Maltings, Millgate, Aylsham 211 
Ash - prune 2 overhanging branches back from car park. Both 
approx 5m from ground and 7m long and need to be reduced by 
4m to suitable growth points. 

Approved 

20202120 
Field adjacent to Church Road, Little 
Witchingham 

Hedge 
Removal of 200m hedge and replant increasing length along 
west boundary. 

10/11/2020 
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20202121 30 Belmore Road, Thorpe St Andrew TPO 
T1 oak - raise by approximately 5m by removing 2 branches on 
northern aspect, one at approx 6m, one at approx 10m, back to 
the primary growth point and deadwood complete crown area. 

Approved 

20202122 11 Spinney Road, Thorpe St Andrew TPO 
G1 sycamore x 3 - fell and replace with more suitable single 
specimen. 

10/11/2020 

20202125 
8 Saint Andrews Avenue, Thorpe St 
Andrew 

TPO T1 false acacia – fell. Approved 

20202127 2 Holly Bank, Sprowston TPO Oak – fell (dead). Approved 

20202131 The Woodrow, Holt Road, Cawston TPO 
T1 & T2 oak - remove storm damaged limbs, overall crown 
reduction from 17m to 15m. 

Approved 

20202134 56B Thunder Lane, Thorpe St Andrew TPO 
T1 oak - reduce crown by approx 3m from a height of 13m to 
10m and reduce radial spread from 13-8m to 10-6m. 

22/11/2020 

20202136 14 Yew Court, Sprowston TPO 
T1 & T2 oak - remove major dead wood overhanging garden and 
reduce crown from 6m to 4m radial spread over garden. 

Approved 

20202137 76 Shakespeare Way, Taverham TPO 
T1 beech - crown lift to 5m, thin crown by 20% removing dead 
diseased and crossing branches and reduce radial spread from 
approximately 7m to 5m. 

Approved 

20202139 Southerly, 35 Charles Close, Wroxham 211 26 x Lawson cypress – fell. 12/11/2020 

20202143 
Wherry House, 300 St Faiths Road, Old 
Catton 

TPO 

T1 & T2 oak - remove ends of lowest branches away from 
Training centre roof by 1.5m clearance. Uplift portion of lowest 
branch to 3.5m clearance to allow commercial vehicles to pass 
along drive without damage. 

Approved 

20202147 The Waterside, Hellesdon TPO 
T356, T357, T359, T360, T361 & T362 beech - reduce height to 
21m from 24-25m and a lateral reduction of 3m.                             
T367 & T368 alders - fell. 

Approved 

20202148 177 Kingswood Avenue, Taverham TPO 

T1 oak - crown reduce by 2m from 9-9.5m to 7-7.5 overall.                 
T2 oak monolith - recent scaffold branch failure and following 
removal of ivy covered stem and crown a large cavity has been 
found at the base of the scaffold branches. 

Approved 

20202151 6 Western Avenue, Thorpe St Andrew 211 

T1 conifer – fell.                                                                              
T2 Prunus - remove dead/diseased areas and re-shape to 
extend life.                                                                                      
T3 willow & T4 eucalyptus - prune to re-shape for tree health and 
over-crowding and manage size.                                                  
T5 corkscrew hazel - prune to manage size and remove 
damaged, diseased and overcrowded branches.  Possibly 
coppice if advised by tree surgeon.                                                    
T6 oak - prune and re-shape to remove damaged, diseased and 
overcrowded branches. 

Approved 

20202154 Burgh House, Burgh Road, Aylsham 211 Ash on southern boundary with Norwich Road – fell. 12/11/2020 

20202158 
Field between The Street & Church 
Lane,Burgh, Aylsham 

211 Ash on southern boundary with Church Lane – fell. 12/11/2020 

20202163 
Hall Cottages, Low Road, Great Little 
Plumstead 

Hedge 
Hedgerow part removal to form new access to replace an 
existing access directly adjacent to Hall Cottages. 

Approved 

20202166 Spindrift, 20 Lower Street, Salhouse 211 

T1 yew - fell due to proximity to house and conservatory. Current 
height 5m.                                                                                       
T2 box - reduce to ground level to coppice overgrown hedgerow. 
Current height 4.5-5m.                                                                   
T3 & T4 conifers - remove supressed current height 5m trees. T5 
holly – remove.  Current height 3.5m. 

Approved 

20202170 
Former Langley Prep School, Yarmouth 
Road, Thorpe St Andrew 

211 

Clear a 5 m wide strip to the north, east and west of the main 
block of school buildings to help define the woodland boundary. 
All trees with a stem diameter greater than 150mm at 1.5m will 
be retained. All other trees and shrubs will be removed at ground 
level. Any coppice stools will be re-coppiced. 

Approved 

20202171 The Grange, The Street, Heydon 211 Beech – fell. Approved 

20202172 133 Norwich Road, Wroxham 211 

T1 lime - fell due to honey fungus infection                                         
T2 beech - reduce branch touching Telecom wire on northern 
portion of crown by 1m to provide clearance.                                  
T3 laurel - reduce from 6m to old pollard points at around 3m. 

Approved 

20202173 26 The Avenue, Wroxham 211 
T1 oak - remove to ground level. Current height 11m.                     
T2 oak - remove 2 boughs over drive wall. Tree height 9m. 

17/11/2020 

20202178 21 Juniper Way, Taverham TPO T1 oak - height 10m width 9m.  Remove and replant. Split decision 
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20202179 
Thorpe End Garage, 77 Plumstead Road, 
Great Little Plumstead 

211 

G1 leylandii & G3 Lawson cypress - fell, low amenity value.                                            
T2 willow - pollard to 4.5m, current height 12m.                             
T4 cherry - prune back lowest branch over path by 3m to parent 
branch union to provide clearance. 

Approved 

20202183 4 Dawsons Lane, Foulsham, Dereham 211 

Linear group of mature & and sycamore (once boundary hedge). 
Current height of trees 18m - reduced to 1 to 1.5 m to enable 
coppiced stumps to regenerate and be maintained as boundary 
hedge again. 

19/11/2020 

20202186 12 Colkett Drive, Old Catton TPO 

T8 & T9 beech - peripheral crowns pruned back by 1.5m and up 
to 2.5m on heavy over-extended limbs.  Lower crowns to be 
raised to 3.5m on all point to ease access.  Storm damaged 
branches from Septembers high winds shall also be addressed 
within the crowns of both trees. Resulting crown spreads to be 
no less than 20m, currently 25m. No height reduction. 

Approved 

20202192 15 New Street, Cawston 211 Conifer – fell. Approved 

20202203 Halcyon, 196 Norwich Road, Wroxham TPO 
T1 Quercus robur (oak) - crown clean removing hanging or 
snapped branches and reduce end weight by 3m maximum.                                                                                          
T2 holly - reduction down to 1.8m fence height. 

23/11/2020 

20202214 
Norton House, 17 Green Lane North, 
Thorpe End 

211 

Larch - reduction of lateral branches by up to 3m max from 
approx 4m max and leaving cuts to reasonable growing points of 
no more than 75mm diameter, on side of tree that overhangs the 
property to the south of the tree and a few that hang over the 
garden in the property facing north -north east. 

18/12//2020 

20202221 151 Wroxham Road, Sprowston TPO 

T1 & T2 Monterey cypress - reduce back from property to clear 
by 2m, crown lift over drive to 5m.                                                   
T3 lime – Re-pollard at existing knuckles / reduce from 12 to 9m.                 
T4 oak - reduce and lift overhanging branches to 5m.                     
G1 mixed conifers 7 broadleaf trees - crown lift over drive to 5m. 
G2 lime/ yew - crown lift over main road to 5.2m and drive to 5m 

24/11/2020 

20202225 
Land at Haveringland Hall Park, 
Haveringland 

TPO 

T1 possible Bhutan pine - small height reduction from 6m to 5m. 
Reduce elongated stems and tuck in sides to balance tree. It 
appears the tree is leaning due to prevailing winds. Resident is 
worried it will fall over and loves the tree. 

25/11/2020 

20202238 5 Caston Road, Thorpe St Andrew TPO 

T1 multi stemmed sweet chestnut – remove.                             
T2 sweet chestnut - reduction of branches over neighbours’ 
property to give 4m clearance.                                                           
T3 oak - reduction of lateral limbs over neighbouring property by 
30%, approximately 5m to be removed.                                          
T4 oak - major reduction of lower lateral limbs, from 
neighbouring property, garden and shed by approximately 5m. 

01/12/2020 

20202239 5 Caston Road, Thorpe St Andrew TPO 

T1 multi-stemmed sweet chestnut - remove due to all stems 
having major cavities. Possible major reduction of all stems, 
including 50% reduction of 2 main stems over sheds. A further 
30% reduction of remaining co-dominant stems leaving the tree 
well balanced and shaped.                                                                
T2 sweet chestnut - reduction of branches over neighbours’ 
property, current length 7m reduce to 3-4m.                               
T3 oak - reduction of lateral limbs over neighbouring property by 
30%. Current length 7m reduce to 3-4m.                                      
T4 oak - major reduction of lower lateral limbs, from 
neighbouring property, garden and shed.  Current length 11m 
reduce to 5-6m. 

03/12/2020 

20202242 127 Norwich Road, Wroxham 211 Conifer in rear garden – fell. Approved 

20202244 
Rockland House, 4 Rockland Drive, 
Thorpe St Andrew 

TPO T1 & T2 larch – fell. 30/11/2020 

20202249 20 Millgate, Aylsham 211 
T1 beech in rear garden - remove 4 lowest limbs and crown 
reduction/thin from 12 to 9m 

Approved 

20202266 
Land at Haveringland Hall Park, 
Haveringland 

TPO 

T1 stand of leylandii - fell. Hedge has not been managed and 
has become too large for the space. There are also some gas 
pipes running under them that need to be sorted. I've suggested 
a native hedge to be put nearby. 

01/12/2020 

20202270 Lucky For Some ,13 Millgate, Aylsham 211 Cherry: trim to previous reduction points. Approved 

20202271 21 Oakfield Road, Aylsham 211 
T1 horse chestnut - height approx 16m - 18m. Crown lift to 3m, 
reduce laterals by 2.5m approx to growth points and reshape 
crown to match. 

Approved 
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20202280 Highfield, 30 Holman Road, Aylsham 211 

T1 oak - tree is around 35m high and needs to be reduced by 25 
- 30%.  Bring in overextended limb, remove all deadwood and 
crown lift to 5m.                                                                              
T2 oak - tree is around 30 m high and needs to be reduced by 
25 - 30%.  Remove all deadwood and crown lift to 5m. 

04/12/2020 

20202282 Trees, Lady Lane, Hainford TPO 

T1 cherry - current height 7m. Current spread north 4.5m, south 
5m, east 6m, west 6m; reduce overhanging branch to west by 
2m. Reduce upper crown by approx 1.5m.                                       
T2 silver birch - remove lower branch over shed.                            
T4 Scots pine and T8 sycamore- fell.                                              
T7 oak - crown clean and remove epicormic growth.                       
T9 oak - reduce limb by approx 2.5m leaving 6.5m length and 
lower branches over drive by approx 1m leaving approx 4.5m. 

11/12/2020 

20202284 
The Cottage, 148 Thunder Lane, Thorpe 
St Andrew 

TOP 
T1 multi-stemmed beech - carry out 20% crown reduction and 
10% crown thin.                                                                                       
T2 beech- carry out 20% crown reduction and 10%crown thin.  

04/12/2020 

20202285 The Old Hall, Saint James, Coltishall 211 
T1 oak - retain stem as high pollard bringing canopy to major 
union. 

02/12/2020 

20202291 Co-op, Chartwell Road, Sprowston TPO 

T1 maple - reduce south spread from 6m to 4m and raise crown 
on the south side to 4m.                                                                   
T2, T3 & T5 horse chestnut - reduce south spread from 8m to 
6m and raise crown on south side to 6m.                                         
T4 sycamore - reduce south spread from 9m to 6.5m and raise 
crown on south side to 6m. 

01/12/2020 

20202293 10 Redcliffe Way, Brundall TPO 

T1 oak - reduce lateral branches by a 2m max up to height of 
10m (current spread 17m) in order to reduce likelihood of branch 
failure. Remove branch on northern portion of the crown with 
hazard beam back to main stem. 

04/12/2020 

20202300 Oak House, 16A Hurn Road, Drayton TPO 

T1 pine - reduce crown spread to SE/SW direction to allow 4m 
clearance from property and interference of neighbouring 
property and reduce shading. Re-balance complete crown 
including over the road.                                                                  
T10 oak - tidy split limbs back to nearest growth points. 

07/12/2020 

20202306 
     and 
20202321 

8 Park Road, Wroxham 211 

T1 beech - crown raise to give 5-6m clearance under canopy. 
Prune foliage away from buildings and wires so there is no 
contact.  Weight reduce heavy branches by 1.5-2.5m to suitable 
growth points. Focusing on weight reduction rather than size 
reduction, we will not be affecting the overall dimensions of the 
tree. We will not be reducing overall height of the tree other than 
removing dead branches as the tree is now in a slow rate of 
decline with a steady Ganoderma growth at the base. 

07/12/2020 

20202322 6 Bulwer Road, Buxton TPO 
T1 oak  - reduce crown by 3-3.5m to reduce weight and to create 
a smaller crown. Current height 12m, current spread 16m-18m. 

04/12/2020 

20202323 Forge Cottage, Beech Road, Wroxham 211 
T1 chestnut - reduce height by 3-3.5m and remove epicormic 
growth.  Current height 16m.                                                             
T2 holly – remove. 

04/12/2020 

20202324 
Caenyard House, 26 Church Lane, 
Wroxham 

211 
T1 pine - 4m high: Remove to ground level.                                         
T2-T4 conifer - remove all between 2.5 - 4m tall. 

04/12/2020 

20202326 Rickaree,10 Lawn Crescent, Thorpe End 211 
T1 horse chestnut – re-pollard to previous points, current height 
11m. 

04/12/2020 

20202327 3 Bulwer Close, Buxton TPO 
T1 yew - crown reduce 2-2.5m. Current height 9.5m and spread 
8m. 

11/12/2020 

20202328 1B Hillside Avenue, Thorpe St Andrew TPO 
T1 beech - crown thin up to 10%. Lateral reduction of lower 
crown from 8m to 5.6m approx. 

16/12/2020 

20202331 
Woodland at rear of 37 Delane Road, 
Drayton 

TPO Sycamore – diseased.  Remove. 10/12/2020 

20202342 9 Lime Tree Avenue, Thorpe St Andrew TPO 

T1 oak - showing signs of dieback and retrenchment. Reduce 
crown by 3m back to live growth points and remove deadwood 
as part of ongoing veteranisation and creating a lower crown. 
Current height 10m and spread 12m. 

14/12/2020 

20202346 8 Wheatley Terrace, Salhouse 211 
T1 Norway spruce - reduce height by 2.5 - 3m, sides by 0.5 - 1m 
and crown raise to 2.5m. 

17/12/2020 

20202348 10 Lodge Place, Thorpe St Andrew 211 

T1 holly - reduce height from 10m to 2-3m.                                         
T2 yew - reduce height from 6m to 2-3m.                                           
T4 yew - reduce height from 4m to 2m.                                          
T5 yew - reduce height from 3m to 2m.                                             
T7 & T9 conifers, T10 cypress and T11 sycamore – remove.           
T12 holly - reduce height from 8m to 2-3m.                                   
T17 conifer group – remove. 

09/12/2020 
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20202362 
The Old House, 15 Church Street, 
Coltishall 

211 Ash – fell (dieback). 16/12/2020 

20202365 6 Bulwer Close, Buxton TPO 
T1 oak - current height 13-14m, current spread 12-13m. Crown 
reduce by 2.5-3m. 

14/12/2020 

Explanatory Notes: 

1) App No is the unique Broadland District Council Planning Application number allocated to the application to carry out work and is the number by 
which progress of the application may be traced.  Any comment, objection, support or request for information should quote this number. 

2)  Address is the address to which the application for work relates.  In other words, it is the address where the trees for which the application is made 
are located.  

3) Cat (ie Category) denotes the type of application.  TPO = works to trees subject to a Tree Preservation Order; or 
                                                                             211 = Section 211 Notifications for Works to Trees Within Conservation Areas 

4)   Species / Requested Works is the species of the tree(s) concerned and details of the work proposed.  A reference such as T1, T2 or G1 may also 
appear and that is simply a reference to the tree(s) on the TPO, Conservation Order or simply on the application. 

5) Decision is either the date on which the application was received by Broadland District Council or the actual decision. 

6) This list is not intended to be a definitive list of all the relevant details.  The reader should always refer to the specific application on the Broadland 
District Council “Planning Explorer” at https://secure.broadland.gov.uk/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/GeneralSearch.aspx to view the application or 
read the Council’s decision. 

 
 
 
 

STOP PRESS 
 

COVID-19 Tier 4 
 
 

ITH Norfolk having been placed in Tier 4 for COVID-19 from Boxing Day following a 
very rapidly rising level of infections, we must all be aware of the tighter rules and 
restrictions placed upon our activities and fully respect and adhere to them.  Our 

Network cannot be held responsible for any Broadland Tree Warden failing to obey the rules 
and restrictions.

 The following guidance is taken 
from the government’s website at 
www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-4-stay-
at-home updated on 22 December 
2020.   It is for people who are fit and 
well. There is additional advice for 
households with a possible or 
confirmed coronavirus infection 
and people who are clinically 
extremely vulnerable to COVID-19. 

As we live in a Tier 4 area, we must follow 
the rules below. This means that you cannot 
leave or be outside of the place you are living 
unless you have a reasonable excuse. You 
cannot meet other people indoors unless you 
live with them, or they are part of your support 
bubble. Outdoors, you can only meet one 
person from another household.  

Approximately 1 in 3 people who have 
coronavirus have no symptoms and could be 
spreading it without realising it. 

Remember - ‘Hands. Face. Space.’ 
• hands – wash your hands regularly and 

for at least 20 seconds 
• face – wear a face covering in indoor 
settings where social distancing may be 
difficult, and where you will come into 

contact with people you do not normally 
meet 

• space – stay 2 metres apart from people 
you do not live with where possible, or 1 
metre with extra precautions in place 
(such as wearing face coverings) 

When meeting people you do not live with, 
it is important to do so outdoors where possible. 
If you meet people you do not live with indoors, 
such as someone working in your home, then 
you should follow the guidance on meeting 
others safely including making sure you let as 
much fresh air in as you can (for example by 
opening windows). Follow the guidance on 
meeting others safely. 
 Obviously, there is no specific guidance for 
Tree Wardens.  However, I have read through 
all the published guidance and attempted to give 
you the relevant facts. 
 A Tree Warden can carry out essential 
planting or management work outdoors with up 
to one other person, observing social distancing 
rules.  Note the word essential. Many of us plan 
to plant trees in the coming weeks and those 
trees are at the nursery awaiting collection.  It is 
therefore essential that we get them in the 
ground as soon as possible. 
 However, it is not essential that we carry out 
management works.  That can wait for a few 

months.  That may not be ideal but it can wait. 
 Tree Wardens shall not under any 
circumstances meet or work with more than one 
other person.  Management and volunteer 
groups must remain suspended until Broadland 
is released from Tier 4 restrictions. 
 Remember that you are expected to keep 
travel to an absolute essential minimum. 
 Planting trees in a public area will inevitably 
attract interest or comment from the public.  If 
two of you are planting and members of the 
public approach you then you should refrain 
from engaging in conservation and politely 
remind them that only two of you can meet at 
one time. 
 I strongly suggest that you ensure that you 
have prepared a full risk assessment for any 
work or event you undertake, covering Tier 4 
COVID-19 restrictions in detail.  Far better to be 
safe rather than sorry … or worse! 
 Basically this is all common sense and a 
case of not being selfish.  I expect you all to give 
this very careful consideration and protect the 
reputation of this Network and The Tree Council.  
  

W 


