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 COVID-19 Kills 
 

N ISSUE 187 of Broadsheet, April 2020 last year, I entitled 
my editorial “COVID-19 Can Kill. Please Take Care!” I was 
right, wasn’t I?  Trouble is, of course, ten months on and 

100,000+ deaths later things have got worse … much worse … 
but still some people won’t acknowledge that we have a 
problem.

Many that do acknowledge how 
serious the pandemic is blame the 
government, the EU, Brexit … even 
the weather or dumpy Trump!!! 

Let me make it clear from the start.  In my 
humble opinion, yes, the government has made 
some mistakes.  Big mistakes.  However, put 
yourself in their place.  You’re damned if you do 
and damned if you don’t. 

They valiantly tried to protect our economy 
but took their eye of the price the public have 
paid. 

The biggest mistake the government made 
(in my opinion and with hindsight) is the fact that 
so many of us have been just plain selfish.  
People ignored social distancing and turned 
Christmas into an enormous breeding ground 
for the virus. 

You would be amazed at comments I 
received from some of you last month when I 
informed you all that we basically have to shut 
down.  Even tree planting.  We cannot travel 
and we must work alone.  Those comments 
were far from pleasant I’m afraid. 

Anyway, I don’t want to go over all that now.  
I just want to encourage you all to heed the 
advice, obey the rules and instead of trying to 
find ways around things just lock down and help 
us beat this awful thing.  Until you do, we all 
remain at risk. 

It reminds me of when I was a football 
referee.  My last words to the two captains 
before kick-off were always “You can play the 
game my way, which will be hard, or you can 
play it your way … which will be impossible!” 

So, you can go on ignoring the advice and 
the pandemic will continue to get worse or you 
can knuckle down for a couple of months and 
maybe … just maybe we can defeat the thing. 

Stay indoors.  The trees you planned to 
plant can be planted later … even next year.  
You need to make sure that you will still be here! 
 

ROADSHEET congratulates 
Peter Ansell who was award-
ed a BEM (a British Empire 

Medal) in the New Year’s Honours. 
 Who, you may well ask, is Peter Ansell?  
Well, he has spent the last decade caring for 
grey seals along Norfolk's east coast.  Peter, 86, 
who lives in Rollesby, was one of the founding 
members of the group Friends of Horsey Seals, 
which this spring will be celebrating its 10th 
anniversary. He now acts as the charity's 
chairman. 

Reflecting on his medal, awarded to 
individuals for meritorious civil or military 
service, Mr Ansell said: "I'm just someone who 
likes seals, and a spokesperson for the group.  
The real honour should go to the wardens and 
the work they do, whatever the weather." 

He also paid tribute to his wife, who he 
joked is his "unpaid and unofficial PA". 

In fact, Mr Ansell was so incredulous at the 

e-mail he received from the Cabinet Office 
informing him of his award he dismissed it as a 
scam.  He said: "They sent me a few telling me 
I had this award. I thought: 'this is definitely 
someone trying to get money out of me.'" 

I am so pleased that the work of the Friends 
of Horsey Seals has been officially recognised.  
Without them people would be able to allow their 
dogs to “play” with the seal pubs and chase 
them into the sea where they would probably 
drown as they had not yet shed their fur coats.  

Without them people would be able to allow 
their children to chase them.  Without them 
people would be able to get too close a 
photograph them. 

Broadsheet salutes Peter Ansell and the 
Friends of Horsey Seals for the sterling work 
they do. 

 

 WAS dismayed to read a report 
by Chris Bishop in the EDP that 
eagles have been seen in Norfolk 

skies as the success of a reinter-
duction project is hailed. 

The first white-tailed eagles in southern 
England for centuries have been spreading their 
wings far and wide, making several visits to 
Norfolk. 

A five-year reintroduction programme on the 
Isle of Wight led by the Roy Dennis Wildlife 
Foundation began releasing young birds in 
2019.  Last spring, the birds of prey began 
making their first major exploratory flights, 
tracked by solar-powered satellite tags and 
spotted by nature lovers as they ranged as far 
afield as Norfolk, Yorkshire and Scotland. 

A bird was seen flying over Heacham in 
March, while in May an eagle spent time hunting 
in South Norfolk, near Lakenheath Fen. 

Over the summer there were also sightings 
around Shouldham, Marham and Cley, while an 
eagle later spent a number of days around 
farmland between Snettisham and Heacham. 

White-tailed eagles, nicknamed "flying barn 
doors" because of their huge 2.4m wing spans, 
are the biggest birds of prey native to the UK.  
The birds became extinct in Britain in the early 
20th century but they were reintroduced from 
Norway to Scotland from the 1960s onwards. 

The reintroduction project to bring them 
back to the south coast, where they were once 
widespread, involves releasing up to 60 birds 
taken from the wild population in Scotland as 
youngsters, over five years. 

Four of the six released in 2019 survived 
their first year, and it is expected birds in the 
project will settle within 30 miles of the release 
site on the Isle of Wight when they breed at 
around four to five years old. 

Roy Dennis said it had been a "very 
encouraging year" for the project.  "We've been 
particularly pleased that some people have 
viewed eagles flying over from their gardens 
during lockdown and to have received so many 
enthusiastic and supportive messages. The 
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project is still in its infancy but sea eagles have 
again become part of life in southern England." 

Tim Mackrill, an ornithologist with the Roy 
Dennis Wildlife Foundation, said the satellite 
tags had delivered fantastic data including 
where the birds were ranging, and how much of 
the time they were on the wing or resting.  He 
said eagles were known to wander widely during 
their early years, until they reached breeding 
age at four or five. 

So why was I dismayed to read this?  Well, 
as I wrote in Broadsheet several years ago the 
sea eagle was wiped out by farmers who 
claimed they were taking their stock.  How long 
will it be before farmers start killing these 
wonderful birds again? 
 

 WAS delighted to read on 
Leicester City Council’s website 
that more than two dozen giant 

trees, some well over a century old 
and which characterise a Leicester 
suburb, are being given protection 
under a new City Council strategy. 
 Pine Tree Avenue in Humberston is home 
to 26 huge trees including 21 giant redwoods, a 
cedar, a pine, a beech, a chestnut tree and a 
lime tree, some of which are believed to be 
about 150 years old.  They once formed a tree-
lined drive to the former Humberstone Hall, 
which was demolished many years ago, and 
have since grown into towering specimens 
which give the residential street its distinctive 
appearance. 

The redwoods, which are native to 
California, can grow to more than 60 m in height 
with 3 m wide trunks. While the specimens in 
Pine Tree Avenue have not yet reached 
maturity, the species is among the biggest on 
Earth, with the oldest examples living for more 
3,000 years. 

Back in 2001, Tree Preservation Orders 
were made to cover the trees, some of which are 
owned by city council, others which are jointly 
owned and some which are entirely privately 
owned. 

Now the city council has prepared a broader 
Tree Preservation Strategy, recognising their 
importance to the city’s environment, air quality 
and the character of the area, and supporting 
that in planning guidance. It will apply to all 26 
of the trees, whether private or council-owned. 

The Pine Tree Avenue Tree Preservation 
Strategy sets out how these vast, mature trees 
can be protected for future generations.  It builds 
on the work of the city council’s Tree Strategy 
which was launched in November 2018. 

The five-year strategy sets out guidelines 
for sustaining and increasing the city’s tree 
stock, improving the quality of the city’s trees 
and promoting the importance of trees in 
maintaining a high-quality city environment, 
reducing air pollution and contributing to flood 
risk management. 

Leicester City Mayor Peter Soulsby said: 
“The trees at Pine Tree Avenue are hugely 
important both in the distinctive character of the 
area, and as part of the city’s local heritage and 
history.  Rather like the city’s historic buildings, 
they are reminders of Leicester’s past, and pre-
date the city’s modern layout, and which need 
careful work to preserve for future generations. 

“By making Pine Tree Avenue’s trees 
subject to this strategy, we are showing that we 
are serious about protecting them and 
preserving their place in the community for 
years to come.” 

There are currently about 150,000 trees and 
107 hectares of woodland in the council’s 
ownership - 57,000 of these trees have been 

planted since the 1980s. There are over 500 
Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) in place in the 
city. The city council also has a policy of planting 
more than one replacement tree for any tree that 
is felled. 
 I strongly recommend that you visit the 
council’s website and read the Leicester Tree 
Strategy 2018-2023 in full.  It is an excellent 
document and, if nothing else, you’ll love the 
wonderful pictures of trees. 
 

N its final days the Trump admin-
istration pushed ahead with the 
first ever sale of oil leases in the 

Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 
(ANWR).  
 The giant Alaskan wilderness is home to 
many important species, including polar bears, 
caribou and wolves, but after decades of 
dispute, the rights to drill for oil on about 5% of 
the refuge will go ahead.  Opponents criticised 
the rushed nature of the sale, coming just days 
before President Trump's term ended. 

Covering some 19 million acres (78,000 sq 
km) the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is often 
described as America's last great wilderness.  It 
is a critically important location for many 
species, including polar bears.  In the winter 
months, pregnant bears build dens in which to 
give birth.   

As temperatures have risen and sea ice has 
become thinner, these bears have started 
building their dens on land.  The coastal plain of 
the ANWR now has the highest concentration of 
these dens in the state. 

The refuge is also home to Porcupine 
caribou, one of the largest herds in the world, 
numbering around 200,000 animals.  In spring, 
the herd moves to the coastal plain region of the 
ANWR as it is their preferred calving ground.   

The same coastal plain is now the subject of 
the first ever oil lease sale in the refuge.  The 
push for exploration in the park has been a 
decades long battle between oil companies 
supported by the state government and 
environmental and indigenous opponents. 

Many of Alaska's political representatives 

believe that drilling in the refuge could lead to 
another major oil find, like the one in Prudhoe 
Bay, just west of the ANWR.  Prudhoe Bay is the 
largest oil field in North America and supporters 
believe the ANWR shares the same geology, 
and potential reserves of crude oil. 

Oil revenues are critical for Alaska, with 
every resident getting a cheque for around 
$1,600 every year from the state's permanent 
fund. 

In 2017, the Trump administration's tax 
cutting bill contained a provision to open up the 
ANWR coastal plain for drilling. It was seen as a 
way of offsetting the costs of the tax cuts. 

The US Bureau of Land Management is now 
selling the drilling rights to 22 tracts of land 
covering about one million acres. These oil and 
gas leases last for 10 years.  A last-minute 
attempt to stop the sale in the courts failed but 
opponents say it will not be the end of their 
efforts to protect the refuge from drilling. 

"The Trump administration barrelled for-
ward without doing the careful, legally required 
analyses of the impacts such activity will have 
on the environment or the Gwich'in people who 
have relied on this land for millennia," said 
Kristen Monsell, a senior attorney at the Center 
for Biological Diversity, which is headquartered 
in Tucson, Arizona, who had sought an 
injunction against the sale. 

"That's why we've taken them to court. We 
can't let Trump turn this amazing landscape into 
an oil field." 

Reports indicate that interest in the lease 
sales has been low.  While estimates suggest 
around 11 billion barrels of oil lie under the 
refuge, it has no roads or other infrastructure, 
making it a very expensive place to drill for oil.  
Several large US banks have said they will not 
fund oil and gas exploration in the area. 

There is also the matter of a change of 
leadership in the White House. The Biden team 
have nominated Deb Haaland as Secretary of 
the Interior. She is on record as being strongly 
opposed to drilling in the ANWR. 

With climate change set to be a central 
focus for the Biden administration, it's likely that 
efforts to extract new fossil fuels in Alaska will 
be subject to review and delay.  This could 
ultimately limit the interest and opportunity for oil 
exploration in the refuge. 

 

UCKILY, the UK government 
appears to care more for our 
environment than Donald 

Trump and his administration. 
 The UK will spend at least £3bn of 
international climate finance on nature and 
biodiversity over five years, the Prime Minister 
announced in a virtual address to the One 
Planet Summit for biodiversity in Paris. 

The PM said the investment was needed to 
protect nature, including marine life, forests and 
sustainable food production.  He said humanity 
is destroying species and habitats at "an 
absolutely unconscionable rate". 

He said the £3bn, which forms part of the 
UK's £11.6bn contribution to a climate finance 
initiative, would go to "protecting nature, 
whether it's marine life or timber conservation or 
sustainable food production". 

Programmes supported by the funding will 
include marine conservation, tackling deforest-
ation and efforts to conserve habitats such as 
mangroves that protect local communities from 
the impacts of climate change. 

The PM added: "Obviously it's right to focus 
on climate change, obviously it's right to cut CO2 
emissions but we won't achieve a real balance 
with our planet, unless we protect nature as 
well." 

He also spoke of the pandemic, saying it 
"was the product of an imbalance in man's 
relationship with natural world", originating from 
a "collision between mankind and the natural 
world". 

The UK is committing to protect 30% of its 
land and ocean by the end of the decade. 

Conservation group WWF said it was vital 
that our financing of nature restoration overseas 
goes alongside removing the destruction of 
nature from UK supply chains. 

"As the Environment Bill returns to Parlia-
ment this month, the Government has an oppor-
tunity to set ambitious new laws to end 
deforestation, reduce our global footprint and 
set nature on the path to recovery," said Katie 
White, executive director of advocacy and 
campaigns at WWF. 

About 30 politicians and opinion leaders 
addressed the summit, including the Prince of 
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Wales who was marking 50 years of 
environmental campaigning.  He called on firms 
to back a more sustainable future and do more 
to protect the planet, asking them to join what he 
calls "Terra Carta" - or Earth charter, which aims 
to raise £7.3bn to invest in the natural world. 

 

HE New Forest National Park 
Authority has successfully 
obtained the High Court in-

junction stop illegal tree felling in 
an area of protected woodland. 

It comes after 12 oak trees were illegally 
felled on land south of the A336 at Bartley in 
December, which is in a protected conservation 
area.  This is said to have left large fractures and 
splits in the remaining tree trunks with several 
other oaks marked with an ‘X’, suggesting that 
they were also set to be chopped down. 

A New Forest National Park spokesman 
said: "It appears likely that the trees were felled 
to provide access to adjoining land within 
‘Terry’s Patch’, which includes a larger open 
field." 

The site, between the junctions with Eadens 
Lane and Tatchbury Lane, has a long-standing 
TPO and is classified as a priority habitat for 
trees and animals. 

Leo Randall, Chairman of the New Forest 
National Park’s Planning Committee, said: "The 
special landscape of the National Park has the 
highest level of protection, and this High Court 
injunction illustrates that, where appropriate, we 
will take decisive measures in respect of any 
threats to the landscape. 

"Our broadleaved habitats have been 
identified as being the most threatened, 
requiring urgent conservation measures under 
the UK Biodiversity Action Plan.  The developers 
in this case ignored or were unaware of the Tree 
Preservation Order in place. 

"Unless restrained by an injunction order 
they could well have caused further significant 
irreversible environmental damage to the New 
Forest." 
 

NFORTUNTELY, our govern-
ment appears to give with 
one hand as it takes with the 

other.  Having made all the right 
noises at the One Planet Summit it 
then announced that the UK will 
allow emergency use of a bee-
harming pesticide. 
 The Wildlife Trusts is to take legal action 
against the UK government over its decision to 
allow a pesticide that is almost entirely banned 
in the EU.  In 2018, the EU banned the outdoor 
use of neonicotinoid pesticides, which harm 
pollinating insects such as bees, but following 
Brexit, the government approved the emer-
gency use of one neonicotinoid to combat a crop 
disease. 
 The charity has told Environment Secretary 
George Eustice of their intention to challenge 
the decision.  In a letter to Mr Eustice, the Trusts 
says it will push for a judicial review unless the 
government can "prove it has acted lawfully". 
 Multiple studies, including large-scale field 
trials, have found that neonicotinoids harm 
pollinators and aquatic life. Research has also 
shown that they can be linked to the wider 
collapse in biodiversity. 
 The government says it allowed the use of 
the neonicotinoid thiamethoxam because of the 
"potential danger" to the sugar beet crop from 
beet yellows virus, which is spread by aphids. 
 It stressed that use of the chemical would be 

strictly limited, and the risk to bees was 
"acceptable" because sugar beet doesn't flower. 
Alternative chemicals should be used to kill any 
wild flowering plants in and around the crops, 
the government said. 
 Neonicotinoids are the most widely-used 
class of insecticides in the world and they work 
by disrupting the insect central nervous system.   
Two years ago, the EU's ban was supported by 
then-Environment Secretary Michael Gove, who 
said the weight of evidence was "greater than 
previously understood". Unless the evidence 
changed, he said, the restrictions would be 
maintained post-Brexit. 
 The government says the change in policy is 
based on "new evidence", but, so far, they 
haven't made this science public.  However, 
Craig Bennett, chief executive of the Wildlife 
Trusts, said there was no new evidence to justify 
the change in policy. 
 He said: "The government refused a request 
for emergency authorisation in 2018 and we 
want to know what's changed. Where's the new 
evidence that it's okay to use this extremely 
harmful pesticide? 
 "Using neonicotinoids not only threatens 
bees but is also extremely harmful to aquatic 
wildlife because the majority of the pesticide 
leaches into soil and then into waterways. 
Worse still, farmers are being recommended to 
use weedkiller to kill wildflowers in and around 
sugar beet crops in a misguided attempt to 
prevent harm to bees in the surrounding area. 
This is a double blow for nature." 
 It was the National Farmers' Union (NFU) 
and British Sugar that applied for the 
authorisation. Victoria Prentis, a minister with 
the Department for Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs (Defra) told BBC News that it 
"wasn't ideal". But she was "convinced it was 
appropriate" and that the government was 
"committed to reducing pesticide use and 
integrated pest management". 
 The pesticide will be authorised for use if 
there is a large enough outbreak of the disease. 
And it can only be used for a period of up to 120 
days. Around a dozen other EU countries, 
including France and Germany, have also 
agreed emergency permits. 
 Ms Prentis said the authorisation was very 
specific, and "targeted at a non-flowering crop, 
which bees are not attracted to". 
 However, research, shows that the highly 
toxic chemicals can persist in the wider 
ecosystem for some time, potentially to be 
absorbed by wildflowers that pollinators then 
visit. 
 Prof Glen Jeffery, from University College 
London (UCL), said he felt "horror" when he 
learned of the government's decision.  "We've 
slowly moved away from it and yet it's creeping 
back in," he told BBC News. 
 "It's very prevalent in other parts of the world, 
but then you find in other parts of the world vast 
numbers of pollinating insects have just 
vanished and they've just gone through heavy 
pesticide use. We reach the ridiculous situation 
where in parts of California thousands of 
beehives are trucked from Texas and from 
Florida into California to pollinate crops." 
 There has been one full sugar beet harvest 
since outdoor neonicotinoid use was banned. 
According to the NFU, the 2019-20 harvest was 
largely unaffected by beet yellows disease. This 
year's sugar beet harvest is currently underway, 
and yields are expected to be down by around 
25% compared with the five-year average, with 
some farmers losing as much as 80% of their 
crop. 
 According to the NFU, there are 3,000 
farmers who grow sugar beet, and the wider 

industry supports around 9,500 jobs in England, 
largely in the East.  The NFU has called the 
situation "unprecedented" and its sugar board 
chairman Michael Sly said: "I am relieved that 
our application for emergency use of a 
neonicotinoid seed treatment for the 2021 sugar 
beet crop has been granted." 
 Neurobiologist and environmental pharma-
cologist Dr Chris Connolly said that, since 2018, 
when neonicotinoids were banned in the EU, 
around 400 papers had been published looking 
into thiamethoxam, and none said they were 
less harmful.  He said he could be in favour of 
using it: "But rarely, and when it's really needed 
- when it's an emergency. It's not an emergency 
if you apply for it before an emergency.  Is 
adding pesticides to pesticides the way to go 
towards better sustainability?" 
 When they were introduced in 2005, 
neonicotinoids were seen as a good alternative 
to traditional pesticides. They are systemic, 
which means they are absorbed by the plant, so 
are applied to seeds as a coating - instead of 
being sprayed. However, it has become clear 
they are highly toxic to invertebrates such as 
insects. 
 The government recently committed to 
spending £3bn of international climate finance 
to "supporting nature and biodiversity". 
 Several hundred thousand people have now 
signed various online petitions against the 
move. Earlier this month, more than 30 wildlife 
and environmental organisations, including 
Pesticide Action Network and the RSPB, wrote 
a joint letter to Mr Eustice calling on the 
government to publish the new evidence that led 
to the derogation being approved. 
 

HE UK will spend at least £3bn 
of international climate 
finance on nature and bio-

diversity over five years, the Prime 
Minister has announced in a virtual 
address to the One Planet Summit 
for biodiversity in Paris. 

The PM said the investment was needed to 
protect nature, including marine life, forests and 
sustainable food production. 

In his address, Mr Johnson said humanity is 
destroying species and habitats at "an 
absolutely unconscionable rate". 

He said the £3bn, which forms part of the 
UK's £11.6bn contribution to a climate finance 
initiative, would go to "protecting nature, 
whether it's marine life or timber conservation or 
sustainable food production". 

Programmes supported by the funding will 
include marine conservation, tackling de-
forestation and efforts to conserve habitats such 
as mangroves that protect local communities 
from the impacts of climate change. 

The PM added: "Obviously it's right to focus 
on climate change, obviously it's right to cut 
CO2 emissions but we won't achieve a real 
balance with our planet, unless we protect 
nature as well." 

Speaking of the pandemic, saying it "was 
the product of an imbalance in man's 
relationship with natural world", originating from 
a "collision between mankind and the natural 
world". 

The UK is committing to protect 30% of its 
land and ocean by the end of the decade. 

Conservation group WWF said it was vital 
that our financing of nature restoration overseas 
goes alongside removing the destruction of 
nature from UK supply chains. 

"As the Environment Bill returns to 
Parliament this month, the Government has an 
opportunity to set ambitious new laws to end 
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deforestation, reduce our global footprint and 
set nature on the path to recovery," said Katie 
White, executive director of advocacy and 
campaigns at WWF. 

About 30 politicians and opinion leaders 
addressed the summit, including the Prince of 
Wales who is marking 50 years of environmental 
campaigning and called on firms to back a more 
sustainable future and do more to protect the 
planet.   

He wants companies to join what he is call-
ing "Terra Carta" - or Earth charter, which aims 
to raise £7.3bn to invest in the natural world. 
 

INALLY, I cannot finish this 
month’s editorial without 
commenting on a small event 

that happened last month on the 
other side of the Atlantic Ocean. 
 The majority of USA voters finally said 
goodbye to Donald Trump and welcomed 
President Joe Biden.  The rest of the word 
heralded a new dawn and looked to the future 
with great hope.  Personally, I was pleased to 
see a new side of Donald Trump … his back! 

Within hours of formally taking office, 
President Biden set about undoing several of 
Donald Trump's key policies.  In his initial acts 
as the 46th US president, he signed 15 
executive orders - the first to boost the federal 
response to the coronavirus crisis.  Other orders 
reversed the Trump administration's stance on 
climate change and immigration. 

Mr Biden pledged to make the fight against 
climate change a top priority of his 
administration.  He signed an executive order 
beginning the process of re-joining the 2015 
Paris climate agreement, from which Mr Trump 
formally withdrew the US last year. 

Mr Biden's climate envoy, former US 
Secretary of State John Kerry, tweeted that the 
commitment set "a floor, not a ceiling" for 
America's climate leadership and urged 
international co-operation ahead of the UN 
Climate Change Conference (Cop26) in 
Glasgow in November. 

Writing on the BBC’s excellent news 
website, Matt McGrath, the corporation’s 
Environment Correspondent wrote an article 
that should give us all hope for the future. 

Make no mistake, returning to the Paris 
climate agreement is not mere symbolism.  It is 
an act cloaked in powerful, political significance.  
While re-joining the pact involves the simple 
signing of a letter and a 30-day wait, there could 
be no more profound signal of intention from this 
incoming administration. 

Coming back to Paris means the US will 
have once again have to follow the rules.  Those 
rules mean that sometime this year the US will 
have to improve on their previous commitment 
to cut carbon made in the French capital in 
2015.  This new target, possibly for 2030, and 
President Biden's commitment to reaching net 
zero emissions by 2050, will be the guide rails 
for the US economy and society for decades to 
come. 

Coming back to Paris really means it is no 
longer "America First".  It signals that the spirit 
of that awkward word, "multilateralism", is alive 
and well and living once again in the White 
House, but the US also needs to tread carefully 
and remember that the world's perspective on 
climate change has moved on since the Obama 
days. 

"I think the United States needs to recognise 
that the world is very different than it was four 
years ago and enter in, in partnership and 
humility, not coming back in telling everybody 
what they should be doing, because the world's 

gone on," said Jennifer Morgan, executive 
director of Greenpeace International. 

"I think the expectation's there, if you look at 
global climate politics, that climate will now play 
a role in security policy.  Fossil fuels are like 
weapons of mass destruction, they need to be 
kept in the ground." 

That sentiment will find an echo in President 
Biden's other executive action on his first day. 

His cancellation of the Keystone XL pipeline 
permit is a carefully calculated message to the 
oil industry. 

"This new executive order on the Keystone 
pipeline is a very tangible, visible decision," said 
Rémy Roux, the head of the French develop-
ment agency, and a negotiator for the French 
government during the Paris climate talks. 

"The US is saying 'we're back' - and 'not only 
are we back on track, but we're back with a fuller 
commitment and momentum'." 

During his time in office, President Trump did 
his utmost to remove what he perceived as 
unnecessary barriers and red tape to the 
freedoms of industry and commerce. This drive 
seemed especially powerful when it came to 
anything related to climate change. 

At the Columbia University Sabin Center for 
Climate Change Law in New York, researchers 
have tracked around 175 roll back actions taken 
by the Trump administration to eliminate federal 
climate mitigation and adaptation measures. 

With President Biden vowing to overturn the 
rollbacks, Prof Michael Gerrard, who runs the 
Sabin Center, explained what his top three 
targets should be and why. 

Motor vehicle emissions: "These are the 
largest source of greenhouse gas emissions in 
the US. President Obama greatly strengthened 
the emissions and fuel economy standards, 
reducing air pollution and saving consumers a 
great deal of money at the gas pump. Donald 
Trump weakened these standards, benefiting 
no one but the oil companies. I expect President 
Biden will restore the standards and make them 
even stronger going forward." 

Methane: "This is a powerful greenhouse 
gas and it's the chief component of natural gas. 
A great deal escapes during the production, 
transport and processing (of natural gas). 
President Trump revoked the Obama rules 
controlling this leakage. It's likely that President 
Biden will put them back and make them apply 
more broadly." 

Coal-fired power plants: "These are the 
second largest source of greenhouse gases. 
Obama created the Clean Power Plan to reduce 
these emissions. Trump revoked that plan and 
replaced it with the toothless Affordable Clean 
Energy Rule. The US Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia has thrown out the Trump 
rule, clearing the path for Biden to craft a new 
rule on coal plants." 

The new President has highlighted the 
existential threat posed by climate change. It is, 
along with the pandemic, the economy and 
racial justice, one of the four cornerstone crises 
facing the new administration, but climate 
change is also threaded through each of the 
others, and tackling the root causes of rising 
temperatures can benefit these other pressing 
problems as well. 

There's a slightly more elegant word for it, 
derived from the natural world - symbiosis. 

In the way that bees spread the seed of 
flowers while gathering nectar for themselves, it 
refers to the interaction between different 
organisms to the advantage of both. 

"People in the US are seeing the hurricane, 
they're seeing the fires, they're seeing the 
droughts, and they know that something needs 
to be done," said David Waskow from the World 

Resources Institute. "The good news is that so 
many of the climate solutions can boost the 
economy, can generate jobs. 

"It's not a trade-off between tackling the 
economic situation and tackling the climate 
crisis, in fact, they have to go hand in hand." 

In the days ahead, we'll get a clearer view of 
how the new President will aim to tackle these 
challenges.  While campaigning, he highlighted 
electric vehicles and charging infrastructure, 
building high speed railways, and improving 
energy efficiency in homes and offices. 

Tackling the energy sector remains key 
though, with President Biden committed to 
100% clean electricity by 2035.  To get there, 
the Biden team may push Congress to pass a 
clean electricity standard that would set a target 
for green energy but leave it up to utilities to find 
the best way to meet the goal. 

There may also be a significant effort to roll-
back what environmentalists would see as the 
Trump administration's watering down of the 
National Environmental Policy Act, known as 
Nepa.  This 50-year-old law allowed federal 
agencies to examine big infrastructure projects, 
such as pipelines and power plants, for their 
environmental impacts. Crucially it could 
evaluate the cumulative climate change impact 
of these ventures.  This element was removed 
by the Trump administration. 

"I think it will be a really important rollback if 
the US wants to reach net zero by 2050," said 
Prof Pam McElwee from Rutgers University in 
New Jersey.  Nepa would be able to help with 
that long-term strategy, to help the US move 
away from building fossil fuel infrastructure. It 
could be a pretty strong tool in that arsenal." 

While political opposition in Congress may 
see some compromises in the spirit of unity that 
President Biden underlined in his inaugural 
address, some experts don't see that as the 
biggest obstacle in Biden's path. 

"I would say if anything, that the biggest 
barrier is the physics of climate change," said 
Prof McElwee. 

"The fact that we have to catch up makes 
things really, really challenging. And the scale of 
the challenge is really pretty overwhelming." 
 

O that’s it from me for this 
edition except to remind you 
that the tree planting budget 

will close at the end of this month. 
After that I can no longer accept requests for 

funding for your planting projects for this 
season. 

I have agreed with Jamie Henry that I shall 
the return any unused funds to him for to use on 
Broadland District Council planting projects. 

I still have about 20% of the budget unspent.  
That’s about £1,000.  Unfortunately, our agree-
ment with Broadland District Council is that we 
use it or lose it and any amount not spent this 
year will be removed from our budget for next 
year. 

So, it is most probable that we shall only 
have £4,000 for 20121 – 2022.  That is a big 
shame, especially at this time when so much 
emphasis is being placed on tree planting. 

A small number of you should be proud of 
what you’re achieving in helping to green 
Broadland.  Indeed, one of our newest recruits, 
Bex Cross in Hellesdon, has come up with an 
innovative planting scheme that you can read 
about inside this edition. 

Perhaps it will inspire you to introduce the 
idea to your parish?   

Take care everyone, 

 John Fleetwood

F 
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Government Postpones 
Environment Bill Again 

 

By Roger Harrabin, BBC environment analyst 
 

HE government has decided to postpone the Environment Bill after it is debated in the 
House of Commons at the end of last month.  It says ministers are still committed to the 
legislation, but the pandemic has left too little time to scrutinise it properly.  Campaigners 

are angry at the latest delay to a bill that was first launched back in July 2018.  They say the 
hold-up will leave people breathing unfit air for longer. 

The delay will also make it 
harder for the government to hit 
targets to improve water, reduce 
waste and protect wildlife, 
campaigners argue. 

Amendments to the planned legislation 
have been debated by MPs last month, but it will 
not return to the Commons until the next 
Parliamentary session - probably in the spring. 

The bill sets long-term binding targets for 
improving the UK's natural world.  Most of it 
applies to England and Wales only, but some 
parts, such as waste management, apply to 
Northern Ireland only. 

Provisions on waste including producer 
responsibility, resource efficiency and exporting 
waste will apply to the whole of the UK. 

Measures on the environmental recall of 
motor vehicles and the regulation of chemicals 
are also UK-wide. 

Becky Speight, the RSPB's chief executive, 
said: "The slow, stop-start nature of the 
Environment Bill's passage does not help us 
take the rapid action needed to tackle the nature 
and climate emergency. 

"Our only hope is that this delay is used to 
improve the bill. Environmental groups including 
the RSPB have made a series of measured and 
sensible improvements, such as legally binding 
targets to turn the tide on the loss of nature, and 
these should now be seriously considered. 

"These changes would help us get our own 
house in order at a time when the prime minister 
wants to show international leadership in the 
run-up to the key global biodiversity and climate 
summits later this year." 

Ministers say they want to leave nature in a 
better state than they found it. They have set 
targets for improving water, waste and wildlife - 
but these won't become legally binding until 
2027, which campaigners say is far too late. 

They want the targets to be brought forward 
to 2030 at the latest. 

Craig Bennett, chief executive of The 
Wildlife Trusts, said: "The news of yet more 
delay is deeply troubling.  The prime minister 
said the bill was 'the huge star of our legislative 
programme… a lodestar by which we will guide 
our country towards a cleaner, and greener 
future'. 

"The fact that the government plans to end 
the Parliamentary session over a year on 
without having delivered the 'star' of the 
programme will raise questions over its 
commitment to leaving the environment in a 

better state for the next generation. 
"Recently, the prime minister explicitly 

committed to taking urgent action to put nature 
on a path to recovery by 2030 as part of the UN 
Decade of Action. But over a year into the 
decade, very little progress has been made." 

Environment Minister Rebecca Pow told the 
Commons the bill would return early in the next 
Parliamentary session and become law "by 
autumn". 

She added: "The necessary changes we've 
had to make to our procedures in order to keep 
members, the public and of course staff safe 
have put extraordinary pressure on the 
Parliamentary timetable and I want to reassure 
all members that the government remains 
committed to getting this Environment Bill on to 
the statute book." 
 So Just what is in the Environment Bill?  
Environmentalists have welcomed several of 
the proposals, especially on restoring nature, 
but they say on other green issues ministers are 
going backwards and they're anxious to see 
details of the new policies. 

Under EU rules, for instance, the 
government has faced heavy fines for failing to 
meet air quality standards.  With Brexit set to 
remove the stick of these rules, an independent 
watchdog, the Office for Environmental Protect-
ion, is being created to hold the government to 
account.  Ministers say the watchdog won't be 
able to fine the government if it fails to uphold its 
commitments, but will ensure it is held to 
account, with the ability to stop projects and hold 
authorities in contempt of court if they breach 
environmental standards. 

However, campaigners fear that the new 
watchdog could be muzzled, tamed and 
stripped of funding.  Conservative peer Lord 
Randall, a green adviser to former prime 
minister Theresa May, told BBC News that the 
Treasury appeared to have relaxed its 
objections to a powerful independent watchdog, 
but he said it would still be useful if the new body 
could fine the government for environmental 
transgressions.  "I can see it might look silly if 
one government body fines another, but it would 
be a very powerful weapon," he said. 

Crucially, policy details of the bill have not 
yet been released.  Take air pollution.  Many 
parts of the UK breach World Health 
Organization standards for fine pollution 
airborne particles.  The government promises 
an "ambitious, legally binding" target to reduce 
small particulate matter, known as PM2.5, but 
so far, it hasn't stated what the standards would 

be, or when they would apply. 
Previously, it was forced to improve nitrogen 

oxides pollution under the threat of fines from 
the EU. The new watchdog won't have the 
power to issue fines.  In addition, it looks as 
though ministers are preparing to avoid 
controversial national measures by giving local 
councils the job of cleaning up the air. 

On waste, Mrs May's government signed up 
to the EU's "circular economy" directive, which 
would see producers pay 80% of the costs for 
disposing of the packaging that wraps their 
goods.  Prime Minister Boris Johnson has told 
the EU that the UK will have separate 
"ambitious" standards after Brexit. Does that 
mean the UK will stick to, or exceed, the 80% 
target? 

On plastics, ministers are preparing to 
introduce charges on single-use plastics, like 
the plastic bag tax, but environmentalists 
complain that doesn't go far enough. 

Libby Peake, from Greener UK, a coalition 
of pressure groups, told the BBC: "We have got 
to be smarter about this.  People are already 
turning to glass and aluminium drinks contain-
ers, which have more impact on the climate.  
The government needs to take wider action to 
curb the throwaway society." 

On wildlife, ministers will follow the advice of 
conservationists and create nature recovery 
networks across the country.  In the meantime, 
the government has been slipping away from its 
legally binding targets on the emissions that are 
over-heating the climate. 

Ministers are still committed to aviation 
expansion, fracking, North Sea drilling, building 
roads that experts say will generate traffic, 
blocking onshore wind power, and cutting 
support for home insulation and solar. 

The government will respond later to a 
rebuke from the Committee on Climate Change 
(CCC) that they're not moving fast enough. The 
government's bill makes it clear that the new 
environmental watchdog will have more power 
over ministers than the CCC. 

Joan Edwards from the Wildlife Trusts 
broadly welcomed the bill's emphasis on nature 
recovery, but she raised a host of questions 
about the green watchdog.  She asked: "Will it 
be funded with multi-year budgets? Will MPs be 
able to vet the chairperson of the body? What 
duty is there on ministers from all departments 
to set environmental targets? Will the watchdog 
be fully independent of government?" 
 We must all wait and see!
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Could COVID-19 Kill Off HS2? 
 
 

By Roger Harrabin, BBC environment analyst 
 

 
 

EADING environmental groups have joined the call from protesters tunnelling under 
London's Euston station to review HS2 in the light of the pandemic.  The high-speed rail 
line was planned to accommodate increased passenger numbers over the coming 

decades, but experts forecast that the home-working revolution may permanently reduce UK 
travel demand. 

Now, the government says the 
main justification is that HS2 is part 
of a long-term infrastructure plan 
serving future needs, but the head 
of the Department for Transport has 
admitted it has no idea of future 
travel patterns nor passenger 
numbers. 

Objectors to the high-speed rail link be-
tween London, Birmingham, Manchester and 
Leeds fear that emissions from construction 
work will outweigh any carbon savings for 
decades.  

They are also angry about the damage to 
wildlife sites and ancient woodlands. One of the 
founders of the UK green movement, Tom 
Burke, has described the railway as a “20th 
Century project for the 21st Century”. 

Parliament initially approved HS2 in 2016 
but political opposition has not gone away and 
the environmental case for the railway is coming 
under greater scrutiny in Westminster. 

Green Party MP Caroline Lucas says HS2 
does not represent an investment in a greener 
future but is "a destructive vanity project and 
needs to be stopped before it does any more 
damage". 

The Commons Public Accounts Committee 
recently pressed the top civil servant at the 
transport department, Bernadette Kelly, on 
passenger forecasts. 

Chesham and Amersham MP Dame Cheryl 
Gillan, one of HS2's most vehement critics, 
questioned whether the cost could be justified 
when "you have not established that the future 
use of public transport will be at a level that will 
make this railway viable in any way, shape or 
form?” 

In response, Ms Kelly said the business 
case had been closely examined before Boris 
Johnson finally gave the go-ahead a year ago. 

“HS2 is not a project about the next five or 
10 years," she said. "It is a project that we 
expect to be still delivering for passengers in 
100 years and 150 years. The conscious 
decision was taken to continue because it is a 
very long-term project and it is long-term 
investment in future infrastructure and future 
economic activity. That is the driving factor.” 

Dame Cheryl asked if the forecast 
passenger numbers had been re-visited 
recently - a year into the pandemic.  “Much as I 
wish it were otherwise, we do not actually know 
what demand will be like in six months or six 
years," said Ms Kelly. 

A government spokesperson told BBC 
News that the business case for the railway 
encompassed high and low demand forecasts, 
but at the time of writing, the government hadn’t 

confirmed that the low forecasts include the 
possibility of zero growth – a concept that would 
have been hard to imagine a year ago. 

Labour's Lord Adonis, who got the HS2 
project under way while in government said 
"HS2 is emphatically green, unless you take the 
view that we shouldn't have any additional 
transport infrastructure what so ever. 

"All big infrastructure projects attract 
protestors because railways have to go 
somewhere. In the case of railways and HS2, 
there are fewer protestors than you would 
normally get with big infrastructure projects like 
Heathrow or bypasses, let alone nuclear 
installations and that's because the green 
movement itself is divided on railways, a lot of 
greens are pro rail." 

Lillian Greenwood, the Labour MP for 
Nottingham South and former chair of the 
Commons transport committee, says if the UK 
wants to avoid "a car-led recovery" from the 
pandemic, it needs to invest in alternatives. 

“Once restrictions are lifted people will 
undoubtedly want to visit family and friends, 
travel to university, go on holiday and get back 
to the workplace," she says. 

Business groups in the north of England are 
also urging the government to press ahead. 

“We have waited decades for this 
investment," Tim Wood, director of Northern 
Powerhouse Rail, which plans rail expansion in 
the North in conjunction with HS2, told the BBC.  
“Connectivity will mean big businesses from the 
South coming up to the North, creating far better 
job opportunities. The pandemic won't be here 
for ever. We are very confident that passenger 
numbers will come back.” 

However, the pandemic has given fresh 
ammunition to long-term critics of the project, 
such as the Taxpayers Alliance, which says 
arguments about increasing rail capacity "don't 
hold water" any more and the left-leaning IPPR 
think tank – previously a loud supporter of HS2 
– believes the government should now pause 
and re-examine the economics. 

Its spokesperson Luke Murphy says: “Given 
the significant public investment, it is right that 
the government should keep it under review, 
assessing how long-term trends might impact 

on the value of the project.” 
Tom Burke, from the think tank E3G, 

confesses he has changed his mind on HS2.   
"When HS2 was first proposed it was an era 

when investment in public transport of all kinds 
was in decline, so it seemed like a good idea. 
The economic justification has been destroyed 
by Covid. 

“The savings in journey times which justified 
it won’t materialise in the post-Covid remote 
working economy. It’s not good for the climate 
and prevents much more beneficial investment 
in the cross-country rail network, especially 
north of Watford.” 

What’s more, a February 2020 report from 
HS2 said the project wouldn't reduce CO2 
overall for more than 100 years, largely because 
of the emissions created during tunnelling and 
construction. 

HS2 says that forecast is out of date and 
points to measures it has taken to reduce 
construction emissions by using less steel to do 
the same job, but it hasn’t produced any new 
figures. 

Furthermore, doubts are creeping in among 
a wide range of environmental groups about the 
wisdom of proceeding. 

John Sauven from Greenpeace says “We 
are all for investment in public transport and 
especially in the North which has an 
overabundance of motorways and very little in 
terms of a modern, electrified train system, but 
a very expensive train will do a lot of environ-
mental damage with little benefit.” 

Craig Bennett, from The Wildlife Trusts, 
says the huge change wrought by the pandemic 
is an opportunity for ministers to "stop and 
rethink" the project. 

“For the same amount of money that it is 
spending on HS2 it could ensure excellent 
broadband for all; massively improve local 
public transport and walking and cycling; 
improve existing railway lines; insulate millions 
of homes; and put proper investment into 
nature’s recovery.   

“Surely that makes more sense given the 
world we find ourselves in now?”
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Climate Change: 'Exceptionally Hot' 
2020 Concludes Warmest Decade 

 
By Matt McGrath, BBC Environment Correspondent 

 
 

LOBAL meteorological agencies agree that 2020 was a scorching year but they are 
divided on just where it ranks in the temperature records.  For Nasa, last year is in a 
statistical dead heat with 2016 as the warmest year.  Others, including the UK Met Office, 

believe it is second in the rankings dating back to the 19th Century.  However, all the agencies 
reporting last month agree that 2020 was part of the warmest decade on record. 

Just last month, a report from 
the EU's Copernicus Climate 
Change Service indicated that 2020 
was tied with 2016 as the warmest 
year.  Reports, from five key 
agencies around the world, show 
some dissent from this view, but all 
agree 2020 is in the top three. 

Nasa says 2020 is tied with 2016, while the 
US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration (Noaa) and the UK Met Office have it 
second.  The Japan Meteorological Agency 
(JMA) has 2020 as the third warmest year. 

The differences between the datasets are 
all within the margin of error, says the World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO) which has 
consolidated the information from the agencies. 
Taken together they show the global temper-
ature is now around 1.2°C above the 1850-1900 
average, sometimes referred to as the "pre-
industrial figure". 

Ongoing emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2) 
from human activities are the key element in 
driving up temperatures, say researchers.  
While greenhouse gases declined by around 
7% globally last year in response to the 
coronavirus shutdowns, this wasn't enough to 
affect temperatures. 

"Because we haven't stopped doing that 
and, in fact, we continue to do that even with the 
pandemic, we're still putting our foot on the 
accelerator of climate change," Dr Gavin 
Schmidt, director of the Nasa Goddard 
Institute for Space Studies, in New York, 
told BBC News. 

"We anticipate that the planet will 
continue to warm at the rate that it has and 
maybe even accelerate, unless we get 
those emissions down, and that's a big 
task." 
 Every January we get a report on the 
surface temperature of Earth in the 
previous year. Or rather, we get several. 
Different leading agencies around the 
globe do their own particular analysis. 
Ignore the funny labels like HadCRUT5 by 
the UK Met Office or JRA-55 used by the 
Japan Meteorological Agency.  What lies 
behind these names are some 
sophisticated statistical approaches. 

All the different temperature curves 
you see opposite are built on broadly the 
same raw data. This comes from millions of 
temperature measurements gathered by 
instruments on land and at sea (some ship-
borne, some floating). What sets the 

individual analyses apart is the different ways 
the agencies go about handling quirks and 
biases in the data. For example, how do you 
incorporate the Arctic where we have relatively 
few measurements but where we know 
temperatures are rising faster than most other 
places? 

The different agencies have their own ways 
to extrapolate from nearby instrument stations 
to gauge what's going on in this region. It's best 
not to get hung up on the small differences 
between the curves. Look instead at the trend. 
On this they all absolutely agree 100%. Planet 
Earth is warming. 

One of the key concerns in the data from 
2020 is the way that the warming driven by 
humans is over-compensating for natural events 
that help reduce temperatures. 

"The exceptional heat of 2020 is despite a 
La Niña event, which has a temporary cooling 
effect," said WMO Secretary-General, Prof 
Petteri Taalas. 

"It is remarkable that temperatures in 2020 
were virtually on a par with 2016, when we saw 
one of the strongest El Niño warming events on 
record. This is a clear indication that the global 
signal from human-induced climate change is 
now as powerful as the force of nature." 

The fact that 2020 saw global temperatures 
rising 1.2°C above the pre-industrial figure is a 
growing concern.  Under the Paris Agreement, 
governments have promised to make their best 
efforts to keep global temperature rise below 
1.5°C this century, as scientists have shown it 
makes a massive difference to keeping our 
planet habitable.  In fact, if you just look at the 
temperatures on land, 2020 breached this limit. 

According to Noaa, the globally-averaged 
land surface temperature for 2020 was 1.59°C 
above the 20th Century average. This is the 
highest among all years in Noaa's 141-year 
record and surpasses the previous record set in 
2016 by 0.05°C. 

"2020 has proved to be another notable 
year in the global climate record," observed 
Dr Colin Morice, senior scientist in the Met 
Office's climate monitoring team. 

"With all datasets showing a continued 
rise in global average temperature, the 
latest figures take the world one step closer 
to the limits stipulated by the Paris 
Agreement." 

Another factor that helped drive up 
temperatures in 2020 was air pollution, or 
the lack of it.  Global lockdowns meant 
fewer cars on the roads and airplanes in 
the sky.  As the dirty air disappeared this 
allowed more sunlight to hit the Earth's 
surface, boosting temperatures. 

Dr Schmidt said “The cars that we drive 
produce a lot of what's called NOx, nitrogen 
oxides and those went down pretty much 
everywhere, where we had restrictions and 
what that has done is it has removed a little 
bit of that reflective air pollution. Our 
calculations and (those of) others suggest 
that that may have warmed the climate just 
a little bit over the last year."

G 
Some key facts about 2020 temperatures 

● The average global temperature across the year was around 14.9C, putting it around 1.2C 
above the average between 1850-1900 

● The 10 years from 2011-2020 were the warmest decade on record 

● The warmest six years on record have all occurred since 2015 

● The differences between the top three, 2020, 2019 and 2016 are "indistinguishably small". 

Source: WMO 
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Eric Wilkinson Memorial Tree 
 

When I pass on to my reward, 
Whatever that may be, 

I’d like my friends to think of me 
As one who loved a tree. 

 
 

OME of you “older hands” may already be aware that Eric Wilkinson, the long-time Tree 
Warden for Chedgrave in South Norfolk, sadly passed away on 4 August 2019, just a few 
months before his 100th birthday.  Eric was one of the first Tree Wardens in the country, 

joining in 1991, and served his parish earnestly for at least 21 years.  Even after he finally 
“retired” he made his views very well-known! 

Those of you lucky enough to 
have come across Eric will testify to 
his determination and also to his 
very persuasive powers to get 
others involved too. His love of 
trees was evident in all he did and 
he worked tirelessly to plant and 
care for as many as possible in his 
locality.  
  I was privileged to have known Eric fairly 
well and remember how you could always 
guarantee that he would seize any opportunity 
to “cross swords” with Jon Stokes at one of our 
annual East Anglian Regional Tree Warden 
Forums. 
  I will never forget the evening that I was 
giving a talk in Chedgrave for the Woodland 
Trust and Eric turned up.  “I just wanted to see 
how you get on” he said.  That made me so 
nervous. 
 You see, Eric had views on just about 
everything to do with trees and he was nearly 
always right … and when he wasn’t right, he had 
a way of convincing you that he was!!! 
 It wasn’t long into my talk that Eric 
challenged something I said and like a fool I 
engaged him.  I lost … big time!! 
 After I had finished my talk Eric came up to 
me beaming and shook my hand.  “I really 
enjoyed your talk John” he said.  “Very 
informative … but you got a few things wrong 
you know”. 
 Only Eric Wilkinson could say that to me and 
remain a much-respected friend. 
 Eric’s long-term friend and fellow Tree 
Warden Carol Webb, formerly Carol Carpenter, 
recently contacted me to let me know that for 
some time she has been trying to obtain 
permission to plant a commemorative tree, in 
Chedgrave, for Eric.  
 I have known Carol since I first met Eric, 
Indeed, they always appeared together like 
some “dynamic duo”.  What’s more, Carol 
always shared Eric’s steel and determination.  
Indeed, she has never been afraid to speak her 
mind!!  Perhaps that is why I have always had 
great respect for her and regarded her as a true 
friend. 

She attempted to obtain permission to plant 
one of his favourite species, a hornbeam, on a 
small piece of land at the junction of Langley 
Road and Snow’s Lane, which is very near to his 
old home and where he had wanted to plant for 
many years.  

Unfortunately, there are too many obstacles 
in the way preventing this and permission has 

been refused.  
During his last days, when he could no 

longer live alone, Eric moved into Beauchamp 
House, the local home for elderly residents. 
Carol has since approached their management 
for a site for a tree, but that has also been 
declined. 

The first tree that Eric planted as Tree 
Warden is a field maple that stands in 
Chedgrave Churchyard. The tree is very near to 
Eric’s grave site. 

Chedgrave Parish Council and Loddon and 
Chedgrave District Society have jointly decided 
to place a plaque by the tree on the 
understanding that he planted it as a memorial 
to himself. Carol is not convinced that that was 
the case but, nevertheless, she believes that it 
could be the only local recognition of his efforts.  

As Eric’s motto was always “any excuse to 
plant a tree” Carol is deeply saddened that a 
‘special’ tree for Eric has been overlooked and 
now may never happen.  

She did have a meeting with the Clerk to 
Chedgrave Parish Council who offered a site in 
Chedgrave Pits. Sadly, that is in a spot where 
Eric had previously attempted to plant on three 
separate occasions and all three attempts had 
failed.  

The area is on the top of a very dry, sandy 
slope and to Carol’s mind, totally unsuitable. It 

is also on the edge of a children’s playground. 
She is afraid to say that she has turned their 
offer down for those reasons and, therefore, at 
present it looks like a tree will not be planted.  

Carol was hoping to be able to organise a 
small event for Tree Wardens past and present 
on 22 February, which would have been Eric’s 
101st birthday, when we could all participate in 
siting both a tree and a small plaque.  

However, in these currently uncertain times 
she is not even sure if a gathering of that kind 
would be permitted. The idea was for everyone 
to meet, plant and then, perhaps, retire to the 
local pub for a social chat.  

Carol would appreciate views on that matter 
and to know if people think she should proceed 
with her plan … or maybe just give up. 

Carol says that she knows that Eric would 
not forgive her if he thought that she had not 
tried to remember him, especially as he had a 
copper beech planted for her some years ago 
and she is still here! 

I find this so disappointing and most 
disrespectful to a true champion of trees.  Eric 
deserves better than this and I have therefore 
offered to help Carol however, wherever and 
whenever I can to achieve her goals. 

How sad that a small area cannot be found 
to commemorate the dedication and achieve-
ments of Eric Wilkinson, a small man in size but 
a true giant in stature. 

I have told Carol not to forget Eric’s 
philosophy.  “Let nothing stand in your way!”   
I’m sure that she will win in the end as he has 
the steel and determination to do so … but she 
will need some support. 

Cannot the parish that he served so well for 
so long find a small area to plant a tree?  Eric 
would have done … and did … on so many 
occasions.  Surely they owe him that. 

South Norfolk District Council closed its 
Tree Warden Network several years before Eric 
retired but surely his service and dedication 
deserve recognition.  I cannot believe that the 
authority can’t find a spot for a commemorative 
tree. 
 I’m sure that the Tree Council would like to 
help Carol in her quest and I have offered to 
raise it with them. 
 Failing any of those ideas I will help Carol 
raise a local army to storm whoever and 
wherever we need to in order to ensure that Eric 
Wilkinson’s service and dedication is properly 
commemorated. 
 Watch this space! 
 For more information e-mail Carol at 
chetcottchippy@hotmail.com.

S 
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Legal Threat Over Bee-Harming Pesticide Use 
 

By Claire Marshall, BBC Environment & Rural Affairs Correspondent 
 
 
 

HE WILDLIFE TRUSTS is to take legal action against the UK government over its decision 
to allow a pesticide that is almost entirely banned in the EU. In 2018, the EU banned the 
outdoor use of neonicotinoid pesticides, which harm pollinating insects such as bees, but 

following Brexit, the government approved the emergency use of one neonicotinoid to combat 
a crop disease. 

The charity has told Environ-
mint Secretary George Eustice of 
their intention to challenge the 
decision. In a letter to Mr Eustice, 
the Trusts says it will push for a 
judicial review unless the govern-
ment can "prove it has acted 
lawfully". 

Multiple studies, including large-scale field 
trials, have found that neonicotinoids harm 
pollinators and aquatic life. Research has also 
shown that they can be linked to the wider 
collapse in biodiversity. 

The government says it allowed the use of 
the neonicotinoid thiamethoxam because of the 
"potential danger" to the sugar beet crop from 
beet yellows virus, which is spread by aphids.  
The virus can have a severe impact on sugar 
beet. 

It stressed that use of the chemical would be 
strictly limited, and the risk to bees was 
"acceptable" because sugar beet doesn't flower. 
Alternative chemicals should be used to kill any 
wild flowering plants in and around the crops, 
the government said. 

Neonicotinoids are the most widely-used 
class of insecticides in the world and they work 
by disrupting the insect central nervous system.  
Two years ago, the EU's ban was supported by 
then-Environment Secretary Michael Gove, who 
said the weight of evidence was "greater than 
previously understood". Unless the evidence 
changed, he said, the restrictions would be 
maintained post-Brexit. 

The government says the change in policy 
is based on "new evidence", but, so far, they 
haven't made this science public.  However, 
Craig Bennett, chief executive of the Wildlife 
Trusts, said there was no new evidence to justify 
the change in policy. 

He said: "The government refused a request 
for emergency authorisation in 2018 and we 
want to know what's changed. Where's the new 
evidence that it's okay to use this extremely 
harmful pesticide? 

"Using neonicotinoids not only threatens 
bees but is also extremely harmful to aquatic 

wildlife because the majority of the 
pesticide leaches into soil and then 
into waterways. Worse still, 
farmers are being recommended to 
use weedkiller to kill wildflowers in 
and around sugar beet crops in a 
misguided attempt to prevent harm 
to bees in the surrounding area. 
This is a double blow for nature." 

It was the National Farmers' 
Union (NFU) and British Sugar that 
applied for the authorisation. 
Victoria Prentis, a minister with the 
Department for Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs (Defra) told BBC 
News that it "wasn't ideal", but she 
was "convinced it was appropriate" 
and that the government was 
"committed to reducing pesticide 
use and integrated pest 
management". 

The pesticide will be 
authorised for use if there is a large 
enough outbreak of the disease. 
And it can only be used for a period 
of up to 120 days. Around a dozen 
other EU countries, including 
France and Germany, have also agreed 
emergency permits. 

Ms Prentis said the authorisation was very 
specific, and "targeted at a non-flowering crop, 
which bees are not attracted to".  However, 
research, shows that the highly toxic chemicals 
can persist in the wider ecosystem for some 
time, potentially to be absorbed by wildflowers 
that pollinators then visit. 

Prof Glen Jeffery, from University College 
London (UCL), said he felt "horror" when he 
learned of the government's decision.  "We've 
slowly moved away from it and yet it's creeping 
back in," he told BBC News. 

"It's very prevalent in other parts of the 
world, but then you find in other parts of the 
world vast numbers of pollinating insects have 
just vanished and they've just gone through 
heavy pesticide use. We reach the ridiculous 
situation where in parts of California thousands 
of beehives are trucked from Texas and from 
Florida into California to pollinate crops." 

There has been one full sugar beet harvest 
since outdoor neonicotinoid use was banned. 
According to the NFU, the 2019-20 harvest was 
largely unaffected by beet yellows disease. This 
year's sugar beet harvest is currently underway, 
and yields are expected to be down by around 
25% compared with the five-year average, with 
some farmers losing as much as 80% of their 
crop. 

According to the NFU, there are 3,000 
farmers who grow sugar beet, and the wider 
industry supports around 9,500 jobs in England, 
largely in the East. 

The NFU has called the situation 

"unprecedented" and its sugar board chairman 
Michael Sly said: "I am relieved that our 
application for emergency use of a 
neonicotinoid seed treatment for the 2021 sugar 
beet crop has been granted." 

Neurobiologist and environmental pharma-
cologist Dr Chris Connolly said that, since 2018, 
when neonicotinoids were banned in the EU, 
around 400 papers had been published looking 
into thiamethoxam, and none said they were 
less harmful.  He said he could be in favour of 
using it: "But rarely, and when it's really needed 
- when it's an emergency. It's not an emergency 
if you apply for it before an emergency. 

He added: "Is adding pesticides to 
pesticides the way to go towards better 
sustainability?" 

When they were introduced in 2005, 
neonicotinoids were seen as a good alternative 
to traditional pesticides. They are systemic, 
which means they are absorbed by the plant, so 
are applied to seeds as a coating - instead of 
being sprayed. However, it has become clear 
they are highly toxic to invertebrates such as 
insects. 

The government recently committed to 
spending £3bn of international climate finance 
to "supporting nature and biodiversity". 

Several hundred thousand people have now 
signed various online petitions against the 
move. Earlier this month, more than 30 wildlife 
and environmental organisations, including 
Pesticide Action Network and the RSPB, wrote 
a joint letter to Mr Eustice calling on the 
government to publish the new evidence that led 
to the derogation being approved. 

T 
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Green Body Gives Verdict on Boris 
Johnson’s Carbon-Cutting Policies 

 
 

By Roger Harrabin, BBC environment analyst 
 
 
 

HE Prime Minister's bold promises to protect the climate are not yet backed by policies 
and cash, says an end-of-year report by a think tank, Green Alliance.  It says there's a 
"significant gap" between Boris Johnson's world-leading plans and what's needed to 

meet the UK's carbon-cutting targets.  The government admits that low-carbon policies are a 
work in progress - but insists they will be published in coming months. 

Green Alliance says current 
government plans add up to less 
than a quarter of the emissions cuts 
needed to achieve its 2030 climate 
goal.  Its report estimates that 
£22.7bn of additional spending will 
be needed to tackle the climate and 
nature challenge. This annual sum 
includes: 

• £9bn on accelerating the transition to 
electric vehicles, and on walking, cycling, 
bus and rail infrastructure 

• £2.3bn on making buildings efficient and 
kickstarting the roll-out of electric heat 
pumps 

• £400m on establishing a resource 
efficiency programme for industry 

• £6.6bn on nature restoration and the food 
and farming sector 

The authors say: "During 2020 there have 
been many signals of intention to act on climate 
and nature, but policy and spending has fallen 
short of what's needed to achieve these aims. 
There's an immediate spending shortfall in 
meeting the UK's climate and nature goals to the 
end of this parliament in 2024." 

The authors note that the UK has the 
chance to lead the world on climate policies at 
the vital global climate conference hosted by 
Glasgow next year, but they say: "The UK can 
only lead if it has its own house in order." 

A government spokesperson didn't deny the 
gaps in policy and funding but insisted that 
forthcoming strategies would show how carbon 
emissions would be reduced in every economic 
sector. 

"Building on the prime minister's ambitious 
ten-point plan, the recently published energy 
White Paper provides concrete measures to 
fully decarbonise our electricity system by 2050 
and build back better, while ensuring reliable 
and affordable energy for consumers. 

"This is part of a suite of bold plans across 
key sectors of the economy which the 
government will be publishing in the run up to 
COP26 (the Glasgow conference), culminating 
with a comprehensive net zero strategy." 

Net zero means that any emissions not cut 
by 2050 will be offset by activities such as tree 
planting to soak up the remaining CO2. 

Here are the Green Alliance's assessments: 
On Transport the upside is that the report 

congratulates the government on bringing 
forward the start of the phase-out of petrol and 

diesel cars and vans to 2030.  Ministers also 
provided more support for low-carbon travel, 
pledged funding for rail, buses, walking and 
cycling and have consulted on a Transport 
Decarbonisation Plan. 

On the downside however, the government 
also invested £14bn in building new roads and 
that's known to increase demand for car travel, 
which is incompatible with carbon targets.  Local 
councils need more cash to help lure people out 
of their cars through better walking and cycling 
provision. And all car makers should be ordered 
to sell an increasing share of zero emission 
vehicles each year. 

On Energy the upside is that the govern-
mint has new targets for offshore wind capacity 
and renewed support for onshore wind and 
solar. 

On the downside however, will the policies 
get delivered? The authors say there are major 
obstacles in the planning system to a speedy 
expansion of renewables. 

On Industry the upside is that carbon 
emissions from industry are 52% below 1990 
levels and now account for just a fifth of UK 
emissions.  The government has pledged a 
"green industrial revolution" and will fund 
developments in hydrogen and carbon capture 
(where emissions from chimneys are caught 
and pumped into rocks underground). 

In the downside much depends on inno-
vation funding for technologies which are not yet 
proven.  The report also maintains that funding 
should be doubled to £630m to help firms 

become more frugal in the materials and energy 
they use. A waste prevention plan has been 
delayed. 

On Buildings the upside is that buildings 
account for 18% of UK carbon emissions. The 
government introduced the Green Homes Grant 
to support people to improve insulation and 
install clean heating such as heat pumps.  It is 
also consulting on efficiency standards in rental 
properties, and on a heat and buildings strategy. 

The downside is that the £1bn allocated to 
the Green Homes Grant next year is much less 
than the advisory Climate Change Committee 
say is needed.  There is still no long term, fully-
funded strategy for upgrading housing, while 
70% of UK homes do not yet meet the 
government's carbon reductions target. 

On The Land the upside is that Brexit has 
allowed the UK to formulate a strategy which 
rewards farmers for helping the environment - 
including offsetting carbon emissions, instead of 
paying farmers for the amount of land they farm.  
Ministers are incentivising tree planting. 

The downside is that emissions from 
agriculture account for 7% of UK emissions, and 
have remained flat since 2008. Details of new 
policies are awaited, and there will be a gap in 
environmental protection once oversight of the 
EU disappears. 

The Green Alliance policy "scorecard" will 
be one of many reports into the government's 
low-carbon plans as ministers prepare to host 
the Glasgow conference and aims to lead by 
example.

  
 

T 
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Archibald Menzies: The ‘Monkey Puzzle Man’ From 
Perthshire Who Introduced Curious Tree to UK 

  
An article by Gayle Ritchie published on www.thecourier.co.uk 

  
DATING back millions of years to the age of the dinosaurs, it’s thought the spiky green leaves 
of the monkey puzzle tree evolved to defend against long-extinct grazing animals.  This curious 
species, native to central and southern Chile and western Argentina and also known as the 
“Chile Pine”, is steeped in myth and legend. 

It was first introduced to the UK 
in 1795 by Perthshire explorer and 
plant collector Archibald Menzies.   

The story goes that Menzies, who was on 
an epic voyage of discovery with Captain 
George Vancouver, was served the seeds of the 
Chile Pine as part of a dessert while dining with 
the Viceroy of Chile.  He popped some seeds 
into his pocket and grew them on board a ship 
on the way back to Europe, returning to Britain 
with five healthy plants, the first seen in the 
country. 

The species, which can live for 2000 years, 
got its name in 1850 after a landowner in 
England proclaimed: “It would even puzzle a 
monkey to climb that tree.” 

It became hugely popular during the 
Victorian and Edwardian era and is now widely 
planted as an ornamental in parks and gardens. 
Today, monkey puzzle trees, which have been 
around for more than 200 million years, are on 
an endangered species list and at risk of 
becoming extinct. 

Archibald Menzies was born at Easter Styx 
in the parish of Weem near Aberfeldy in 1754.  
One of nine children, he worked in the grounds 
of 16th Century Castle Menzies just outside 
Aberfeldy, home of the third Sir Robert Menzies 
who was known for his interest in fruit trees and 
new plant species. 

Of the 21 employed in the gardens, more 
than half came from the Menzies clan, including 
Archibald’s four brothers, who remained 
gardeners all their lives. 

As a boy, Menzies discovered Alpine 
mouse-ear on nearby Ben Lawers, Perthshire’s 
highest mountain.  He followed his older brother, 
Robert, to the Royal Botanic Garden in 
Edinburgh and there met Dr John Hope, at that 
time, Professor of Botany and Materia Medica. 

Hope had an enormous influence on his 
future career and, at his suggestion, Menzies 
began to study medicine. 

Menzies combined his career as a naval 
surgeon with the collection of plants and seeds 
for the eminent Sir Joseph Banks at Kew, 
discovering more than 400 species of plants 
previously unknown to science. 

During a voyage with Captain George 
Vancouver from 1791 to 1795, he was the first 
Briton to visit the giant Californian redwoods and 
is famed for the discovery of the Douglas fir, the 
Sitka spruce and the monkey puzzle. 

He even “discovered” the Californian poppy, 
which was one of the flowers embroidered on 
Meghan Markle’s veil at her wedding. 

After the voyage, Menzies served with the 
Navy in the West Indies. He received the degree 
of MD at the University of Aberdeen in 1799.  On 
retiring from the Navy he became a doctor and 
surgeon at Notting Hill, London. 

Menzies’s wife died in 1837 and the couple 
had no children.  Menzies himself died in 

London on February 15 1842 at the age of 88 
and was buried in Kensal Green cemetery in 
London. 

Writer Fran Gillespie became fascinated by 
Menzies’s life story when she moved to the 
Perthshire village of Fortingall in the early 
1980s.  “I already knew he was a well-known 
Scottish plant collector and was thrilled to 
discover he was born not far from where we 
lived,” she says. 

“Not many local people I spoke to had ever 
heard of him and I thought it would be good if he 
became better known so I started doing some 
research with the hope of publishing an article 
about his life in a local community magazine. 

“Several visits to the library in Perth and a 
trip to the archives at the Royal Botanic Garden 
in Edinburgh, where staff showed me the 
collection of letters from Menzies to his former 
mentor, the director, Sir John Hope, gave me 
enough material for the article, which was 
published in 1983.” 

Fran left Perthshire in 1985 to work in the 
Middle East for 30 years, and when she 
returned, she was pleased to discover that not 
only was Menzies now commemorated in the 

Scottish Plant Collectors Garden at Pitlochry but 
also had a room dedicated to him in Castle 
Menzies, with a display about his life and work. 

“He was beginning to be recognised on his 
own patch, so to speak!” says Fran. 

During a visit to London in 2016, Fran 
decided to track down Menzies’s grave and pay 
her respects in the garden cemetery at Kensal 
Green.  She was horrified when she saw it. The 
headstone was in pieces, the inscription had 
worn away and the plot was overgrown with 
weeds and ivy. 

“It lay in an unmaintained wilderness area 
along one side of the vast cemetery and I was 
appalled to discover that the grave was a weedy 
hollow scattered with fragments of a broken 
headstone and ledger, any inscription on the 
soft Portland stone long since worn away by 
pollution,” recalls Fran. 

“There and then I decided that something 
had to be done about it.” 

With help from members of the Menzies 
Clan Society, the Archibald Menzies Memorial 
Appeal was set up with a target of £6000 to have 
the grave restored and planted with perennial 
shrubs discovered by Menzies. 

With the help of local estates, Menzies 
descendants worldwide, many members of the 
public and after putting on a fundraising concert 
at Castle Menzies, they raised just under £7000 
for the transformation. 

The new grave was made with natural stone 
from the Bolfracks Estate near Aberfeldy where 
Menzies was born. A natural mica schist boulder 
from Bolfracks was selected by Fran as the new 
headstone for the restored grave. 

The grave was designed by Fran’s husband 
David Gillespie who is an architect and the work 
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was carried out by Robertson Granite of 
Aberdeen. 

“Although Menzies’s introduction of the 
monkey puzzle is of little importance in relation 
to his far more significant discoveries of 
commercially valuable trees such as the Sitka 
spruce and the Douglas fir, I chose to have a 
branch of the monkey puzzle engraved on the 
stone as it is such an instantly recognisable 
tree,” explains Fran. 

“It was taken from a botanical illustration 
provided by a botanist at the Royal Botanical 
Garden in Edinburgh.” 

The cost of the new grave – which is 
absolutely stunning – was slightly less than 
expected and the remaining funds are being 
used to pay for its maintenance.  “The wonderful 
lady who looks after the grave just sent me a 
photo with a special bouquet of berries and 

evergreen leaves she’d placed on it at 
Christmas,” says Fran. 

“The lettering will need repainting every 10 
years, and I want to keep a little back to cover 
that.” 

 It is said that speaking while passing a 
monkey puzzle tree will bring bad luck or cause 
you to grow a monkey’s tail.   

There is an old Fenland belief that planting 
a monkey puzzle on the edge of a graveyard 
would prevent the Devil from entering during a 
burial.  This link with the Devil extends country-
wide, with many even believing that the Devil 
lives in the monkey puzzle tree.  It’s possible this 
story was invented by concerned parents trying 
to stop their children climbing the spiky 
branches. 

Monkey puzzle trees are being threatened 
in their native Chile by wild fires, grazing 

livestock and over-harvesting of their edible 
seeds.  Other pressures including climate 
change have seen their populations dwindle but 
the peculiar conifers can thrive in the Scottish 
climate; they grow incredibly well here. 

That fact prompted the Royal Botanic 
Garden Edinburgh (RBGE) to fly in thousands of 
seeds from Chile to help safeguard their genetic 
diversity.  In 2017, more than 700 Andean 
monkey puzzle seedlings were being grown in a 
glasshouse in Edinburgh. 

Around 150 of the trees were destined for 
the Chilean Rainforest Project at Benmore 
Botanic Garden near Dunoon, Argyll, which will 
eventually become the largest forest of monkey 
puzzles in cultivation, with plans for the plants to 
be distributed to a network of sites in the UK.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
A Way of Finding Land for Tree Planting 

 
Bex Cross, our Tree Warden for Hellesdon, has come up 

with a new way of finding land on which she can plant trees. 

 
ELLESDON Parish Council is committed to increasing tree cover throughout the parish, 
thereby improving the health and well-being of those who live there and luckily it has the 
ideal Tree Warden in Bex Cross whose enthusiasm for planting knows no bounds. Bex 

has secured agreement from Broadland District Council for a one-year trial project that could 
have great benefits for us all. 

I don’t need to tell you that it is 
now widely accepted that not only 
do trees absorb CO2, improving air 
quality in an urban environment 
such as Hellesdon, but they also 
greatly contribute to the physical 
and mental well-being of the 
population. 

As with most parishes, opportunities to plant 
trees in Hellesdon have proved limited with suit-
able sites being difficult to secure.   

In addition, the parish council has, for some 
time, been investigating the possibility of plant-
ing adjacent to highways but that is prohibitive 
as footways and verges often accommodate 
services and permission to plant must first be 
obtained from the highway authority, though the 
Parish Council will continue to explore options 
planting on highway verges as part of its Green 
Grid. 

With all this in mind it led to Bex devising the 
“Help Green Hellesdon” project whereby the 
parish council will offer a tree, free of charge, to 
any householder adjacent to a highway who is 
willing to plant and care for a tree in their front 
garden. 

I’m pleased to report that Broadland District 
Council has agreed to a one-year trial, planting 
up to 100 trees to be funded from our tree 
planting budget.  If successful, it is hoped to roll-
out the project across the entire Broadland Tree 
Warden Network. 

“Help Green Hellesdon” will offer 100 trees 
to residents in the parish. In return we ask that 
the resident will be responsible for the tree 
Including full monitoring of planting and after-

care and ultimately the success of the project.   
Needless to say, there are conditions for a 

tree to be supplied by Help Green Hellesdon. 
Trees will be offered to any householder 

resident in Hellesdon.  The offer will be open to 
all areas of the parish at one tree per household, 
on a first come first served basis with the tree 
being selected from a list of suitable species. 

Trees will be planted in front gardens only 
and they must be within 3 m of the property 
boundary with the highway verge/footway.  They 
must be visible from the road, thereby affording 
a full amenity value. 

Trees will be supplied with full planting 
instructions and details on necessary on-going 
care.  In exceptional circumstances, such as for 
the elderly or applicants with a disability, the 
Broadland Tree Warden will offer to carry out the 
planting providing COVID-19 restrictions allow. 

The project will offer a single 1m bare-
rooted whip together with a tree shelter and 
stake to be selected from the following species 
list. 

● Blackthorn  Prunus spinosa 
● Crab apple  Malus sylvestris 
● Hawthorn  Crataegus monogyna 
● Hazel  Corylus avellana 
● Hornbeam  Carpinus betulus 
● Spindle  Euonymus europaeus 
● Wayfaring tree  Viburnum lantana 
To apply for a tree Hellesdon residents are 

asked to contact the Clerk to the Council, 
providing full details 

Trees are expected to be available from late 
February/early March to be collected from the 
parish offices and to be planted before the end 
of April. 

I must congratulate Bex on this most 
imaginative project.  Our urban forest is as 
environmentally important as any of our national 
forests or ancient woodland. 

I won’t wish her luck with it because this 
young lady, my pocket dynamo, doesn’t need 
luck. 

I am sure that this will be a great success. 

H 
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Colchester Couple’s Lucky Escape from Falling Oak  
 
 

An article by George King published on www.gazette-news.co.uk 
 
 

 STUNNED homeowner has thanked his neighbours after they alerted him to an ancient 
oak tree which experts said could have been moments away from crashing into his home.  
Robert McManus, 61, has lived in Straight Road, Colchester, with his wife Maree, also 61, 

for roughly 16 years. 

On Christmas morning his 
neighbour texted him after becom-
ing increasingly concerned with the 
positioning of the ancient tree 
which sat in the middle of a fence 
line. 

The surrounding earth had badly cracked 
and the towering 18 metre tall oak had ripped 
through the fence separating the two homes.  
Given the imminent danger, Mr McManus and 
his neighbour contacted tree surgeon Andy 
Page, who gave up his Christmas Day to 
temporarily secure the tree. 

“If it wasn’t for our neighbour telling us about 
this huge tree which was about to fall towards 
our house it could have been a lot worse,” said 
Mr McManus. 

“When the tree fellow came out he couldn’t 
believe it had not come down on Christmas Eve.  
I was just shocked when he said that because if 
it had come down it would have killed my wife 

as she was watching television in the 
conservatory.  It would have taken the bedroom 
window out as well where we were sleeping and 
could have caused £50,000 worth of damage.” 

After securing the tree with ropes to prevent 
it from falling, tree surgeon Andy returned on 
Boxing Day with helper Keith.  Up until that 
point, Mr and Mrs McManus could only use the 
front of their home, just in case the tightened 
ropes failed to hold the heavy 200-year-old tree 
overnight. 

Robert added: “We were told to stay away 
from the back of the house.  The two tree fellows 
came back with a cherry picker to dismantle the 
tree otherwise it would have been taken down 
by the strong winds.  There wouldn’t have been 
many people come out over Christmas so Andy 
and Keith really deserve recognition. 

“The only reason the tree didn’t come down 
sooner was because it was mostly rotten, but if 
it was solid it would have gone, so we were 
lucky.” 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

'Incredible' Donation Pays for Expansion 
of Norfolk's Largest Ancient Wood 

 
 

An article by Chris Hall published on www.edp24.co.uk 
 
 

ORFOLK’S largest ancient wood is set to reclaim a piece of land it lost more than 1,000 
years ago – thanks to an "incredible" anonymous donation to buy a neighbouring field.  
A five-hectare patch of farmland next to Foxley Wood, between Norwich and Fakenham, 

will be restored to native woodland after it was secured by Norfolk Wildlife Trust (NWT) for a 
sum that has been kept confidential at the request of the donors. 

The trust says this "crucial piece 
of land" has been a missing piece 
of the wood for at least a 
millennium, and being surrounded 
by ancient trees on three sides 
provides a unique opportunity to re-
establish rare specialist species. 

The 124-hectare reserve is home to a rich 
array of native plants, from the wild service tree 
to the greater butterfly orchid. In spring it is 
carpeted with impressive blooms of bluebells, 
early purple orchids and wood anemones, 
giving way to summer displays of common 
spotted orchids, fleabane and water avens. 

Many woodland birds can be seen here, 
including green and great spotted woodpecker, 
nuthatch, treecreeper, willow warbler and jay. It 

is also a hotspot for butterflies including white 
admiral, speckled wood, ringlet, purple 
hairstreak and silver-washed fritillary.  

Last year, experts confirmed the purple 
emperor butterfly had returned to the wood – 
nearly 50 years after it was declared extinct in 
Norfolk. 

NWT nature conservation manager Steve 
Collin said: “This new area of land is perfectly 
placed for us to expand Foxley Wood and give 
more space for wildlife. 

"It will be restored to woodland habitat with 
native trees and plants, providing home and 
food for the wood’s birds and butterflies.  It is 
likely to also provide foraging habitat for bats 
and hunting grounds for birds of prey. In the 
future we will look to add trails for visitors to 
enjoy and to create space for education groups.” 

Nik Khandpur, director of development and 

engagement at Norfolk Wildlife Trust, added: 
“Foxley Wood is one of our most popular nature 
reserves, not only with our members but also the 
wider public in Norfolk. 

"This exciting next step for Foxley has been 
made possible by anonymous support 
specifically to help protect this ancient 
woodland.  It was quite an incredible and moving 
gift to receive for the good of wildlife and 
enjoyment of people in Norfolk.” 

Foxley Wood is a National Nature Reserve, 
mentioned in the Domesday book. It was 
acquired by NWT in the 1980s, with further 
acquisitions in 1991 and 1992. Large ancient 
woodlands cover less than 2% of the UK today, 
and fewer than 500 on the scale of Foxley 
survive nationally. 
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Scottish Wildcats 
 

An article by Joe Gibbs published on www.countrylife.co.uk 
 
 
 

HE motto of the confederation of smaller Highland clans that make up Clan Chattan warns 
‘Touch not the cat bott a glove,’. The moggie referred to is a wildcat and the advice, in 
plain English, is not to mess with one when its claws are out. The question today, however, 

isn’t so much what to do when in a tight corner with Felis sylvestris sylvestris — or Felis 
sylvestris grampia, if you prefer — the Scottish version of the European wildcat, but where to 
find one in the first place. 

 There are estimated to be fewer 
than 100 specimens of Scotland’s 
apex predator left in the wild, 
concentrated in the northern and 
north-eastern Highlands, in Morven 
and the Ardnamurchan peninsula in 
the western Highlands. Of these, 
none may be pure wildcat, most 
carrying at least 25% domestic cat 
genes. Another few thousand more 
diluted hybrids and feral cats also 
exist outdoors. 

A hunter along the forest and moorland 
edge at the fringes of daylight, the wildcat needs 
extensive tracts of woodland or wild country to 
flourish. Once widespread over the whole of 
Britain, by the end of the 18th century, as 
agriculture tamed the land, wildcats were to be 
found only in the mountain fastness of the north. 

Yet the Highlands were to prove an 
unreliable sanctuary. In 1878, the naturalist and 
sportsman Charles St John observed that ‘the 
true wildcat is gradually becoming extirpated 
owing to the increasing preservation of game’ 
and, by 1914, it had almost disappeared. 

The rallying of Highland keepers and stalk-
ers to the colours in the First World War allowed 
the species, in the words of the naturalist Frank 
Fraser Darling, to make ‘a wonderful recovery’. 
In 1947, he recorded wildcats as being 
‘numerous and widespread in the mainland 
Highlands. 

Persecution is now unlikely to overtake the 
rate of increase’, a prediction that turned out to 
be somewhat premature. Subsequently, loss of 
habitat and prey, hybridisation and culling to 
protect game led to wildcats gaining protected 
status in 1981. Now, faced again with extinction, 
efforts are under way to breed captive cats for 
release under the auspices of the Saving 
Wildcats campaign, headed up by the Royal 
Zoological Society of Scotland (RZSS). 

Compared with a domestic cat, the 
‘Highland tiger’ is larger, has longer legs, a 
broader, blunter head and a distinctive tail with 
three to five black rings and a black, rounded 
end. Fond of dining on hares, rabbits, squirrels, 
rats, voles and mice, it also preys on grouse and 
other birds, fish and frogs. A rabbit skin turned 
inside out and left with the feet attached is a tell-
tale sign of a wildcat kill, although rabbits, once 
a convenience food, have become scarce due 
to disease, contributing to the decline of this 
feline species. 

Unlike the fox, it seldom eats carrion. Its 
sharp, relatively small teeth aren’t adapted to 
tearing through deer hair or sheep’s wool to get 
to the flesh underneath, although the Great Glen 

naturalist and stalker Lea MacNally found 
evidence of a wildcat skinning sheep’s heads 
and eating the peelings. Elder animals tend to 
become clever hen thieves. In winter, they den 
up in rocky cairns and old badger setts. 

Although naturally shy of humans, many 
accounts attest to the strength and ferocity of 
the cornered wildcat when, spitting and hissing, 
it turns to face its pursuer. St John described 
killing one he had pursued with a stick as it 
sprang straight at his face over the heads of his 
three Skye terriers: ‘I never saw an animal fight 
so desperately… if a tame cat has nine lives, a 
wildcat must have a dozen.’ 

In A Hundred Years in the Highlands, 
Osgood Mackenzie told of an exciseman 
searching for an illicit still he had heard was 
hidden in the Castle Leod Raven Rock, above 
Strathpeffer. He poked his stick into the hole and 
found instead a wildcat’s nest and her kittens. 

She flew at him, causing him to miss his 
footing and fall to the bottom of the rock, break-
ing his leg. Had not some tourists visited two 
days later, he would have died where he fell, 
doubtless little mourned in the locality. 

Taming a mature wildcat is almost 
impossible. Mackenzie recalled catching a 
monster near the Fionn Loch, measuring 43in in 
length (the average is 37in): ‘How I lamented he 
could not be tamed, as he would have looked so 
handsome on a rug, lying warming himself 
before a drawing-room fire.’ Nonetheless, writer 
Duff Hart-Davis has contended that kittens 
reared on the bottle ‘can tolerate the proximity 
of humans fairly well’, but the wildcat keepers at 
the RZSS’s Highland Wildlife Park near 
Aviemore have endless tales of wildcats who’ve 
bitten, scratched and spat at the hands that feed 
them, even when reared from kittens. 

‘I do not know a more harsh and unpleasant 
cry than that of the wildcat, or one more likely to 
be the origin of superstitious fears in the mind of 
an ignorant Highlander,’ said the distinctly 
patronising Charles St John. That said, High-
land myths and legends concerning wildcats 
abound. Their ferocity led Highlanders to 
suppose wildcats had a claw in the tip of their 
tail, and it was believed that tom wildcats that 
mated with domestic cats would return later to 
kill the litter. 

Some of the beliefs are even darker. 
Wildcats probably inspired the tales of the cat 
sith, the fairy cat of Scottish Gaelic tradition; it 
was as large as a dog, had a white spot on its 
chest and was held to be a witch in disguise. 
There was even a nasty Celtic ritual called 
Taghairm which involved roasting a live cat on a 
spit above a fire until the Devil appeared. 

What of the future of the Highland wildcat? 
David Barclay, former situ conservation 
manager for Saving Wildcats, at the RZSS’s 

Highland Wildlife Park, fears the population of 
sufficiently pure wildcats is too small to be 
viable. With partners in the Highlands such as 
Aigas Field Centre, Alladale Wilderness 
Reserve and others, RZSS has overseen a 
successful breeding programme from the purest 
native stock available, which has produced 150 
kittens. Some will be interbred with pure strains 
of the same species from Europe and a scheme 
of releasing year-old adults into the wild begins 
in 2022. 

Before that, the animals need help to 
develop life skills.  How to find dens, evade other 
species and kill prey. RZSS recently received 
permission to construct large enclosures at 
Highland Wildlife Park, within which its cats can 
receive this education, and Saving Wildcats is 
identifying the best areas for release. 

In these, conservationists will need to run a 
programme of neutering and vaccinating hybrid 
and feral cats and persuading domestic-cat 
owners to do the same, in addition to micro-
chipping their pets. ‘It is as much about the 
people as it is about the cats,’ says Mr Barclay. 
‘We want cat owners to be supporters of wildcat 
conservation.’ 

A likely release site will be within the 
Cairngorms National Park, where a group of four 
neighbouring landowners, the RSPB, two 
government agencies and one private land-
owner, have brought 230 square miles of land 
into a rewilding partnership. 

Thomas MacDonell, rewilding manager of 
Wildland Estates, the private partner, says it 
would happily provide a test site. Perhaps, after 
hundreds of years of being squeezed out of 
existence, things look cool for cats. 
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Dismay Greets End of U S  Effort to 
Curb Spread of Tree-Killing Beetle 

 
An article by Gabriel Popkin published on www.sciencemag.org 

 
ROM 14 January, the U S Department of Agriculture (USDA) formally admited defeat along 
one front of its battle against a devastating invasive insect. The agency will no longer 
regulate the movement of living ash trees or borer-infested wood within the United States. 

This quarantine has, for more than 10 years, formed the cornerstone of the federal govern-
ment’s strategy for curbing the spread of the emerald ash borer, an iridescent green beetle that 
threatens to wipe out North America’s ash trees, an ecological linchpin of many forests. Instead, 
USDA plans to ramp up an effort to control the borer by releasing tiny wasps that parasitise and 
kill the beetles. 

The shift is controversial. Some 
scientists and environmental advo-
cates agree that, after spending 
some $350 million over the past 2 
decades to fight the ash borer, the 
government should redirect scarce 
resources to more promising 
strategies.  

However, others argue the surrender is 
premature and some states are vowing to 
maintain local controls on ash tree and wood 
movement. “I worry that this decision hastens 
the rate at which [ash] trees are threatened,” 
says Leigh Greenwood, a forest health 
specialist at the Nature Conservancy. “This is 
one layer of protection we’re taking away.” 

The emerald ash borer first gained notoriety 
in 2002, when ash trees in the Detroit area 
started mysteriously dying. After researchers 
identified the insect, which was accidentally 
imported from Asia, Michigan and USDA’s 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
(APHIS) imposed a quarantine that prohibited 
export of ash trees and wood from inside the 
infested zone. Biologists also began to set traps 
to monitor the spread of the beetle. 

Stopping the borer’s expansion has proved 
difficult though; adults can fly up to 10 km and 
often go undetected in new areas for years. The 
borer has attacked and killed tens of millions of 
trees in at least 35 states, mostly in the eastern 
and central United States; it has also infested 
southern Canada.  

USDA’s quarantine zone has expanded 
along with the beetle. But in 2017, the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature 
declared the borer had caused six North 
American ash species to become endangered 
or critically endangered. And in 2018, APHIS 
proposed ending its quarantine. “The regulat-
ions haven’t stopped it from spreading,” Robyn 
Rose, who managed the agency’s borer 
program, said that year. 

USDA’s proposal drew some 150 
comments. Some scientists and groups 
supported the move, in part to free up scarce 
resources, but others argued that USDA’s 
withdrawal could hamper efforts to prevent the 
borer from spreading to several as-yet-

uninfested western states and Mexico, which 
hold the only known populations of numerous 
ash species.  

Oregon officials, for example, fear losing 
Oregon ash, an important riverside tree. Other 
experts worry city budgets could be strained by 
the costs of removing thousands of dead ash 
trees if the beetle attacks urban forests. Several 
Native American tribes have argued the move 
would endanger ash trees on their lands, which 
are vital to cultural practices such as 
basketmaking. 

Despite those concerns, in December 
USDA announced it would end the quarantine in 
favour of what it deems “more effective and less 
intrusive methods” to fight the borer. The 
agency will instead emphasise biological 
control, or introducing natural enemies of the 
borer. In particular, scientists have identified 
four species of parasitic wasps native to Asia 
that lay eggs in ash borer larvae or eggs. 

So far, researchers have released the 
parasitoids on an experimental basis in 340 
counties in 30 states. Three of the wasps have 
established self-sustaining populations. At 
some sites, researchers report the wasps have 
killed 20% to 85% of borer larvae feeding on ash 
saplings, and are helping young trees survive to 
reproductive age. “All the information seems to 

be pointing in the same direction—the 
parasitoids are having an impact,” says Herbert 
Bolton, who now manages the ash borer 
program at APHIS. 

For biocontrol to protect ash trees in the 
long term, however, wasps would have to estab-
lish everywhere ash trees grow (a still-distant 
goal) and wasps appear less effective at pro-
tecting mature ash trees, perhaps because they 
can’t penetrate the thick bark to find borers. To 
keep older trees standing, APHIS is investigat-
ing strategies that include chemical pesticides, 
but such efforts would be practical only in select 
ash stands. USDA has also backed longer term 
efforts to breed borer-resistant ash trees that 
could be used to replant forests. 

Minnesota won’t follow USDA’s lead, saying 
it will enforce its own internal quarantine. Other 
states plan to start to certify firewood—which 
can carry the borer—as pest-free, a task the 
federal government had been doing. Such 
piecemeal efforts won’t be enough, fears 
Reginald Defoe, resource manager for the Fond 
du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa in 
northern Minnesota. After USDA released its 
proposal, he wrote that, without a uniform 
national policy, “the movement of [the borer] is 
anticipated to be much faster.” 

F 



 
 16 

Helicopter Brought in to Carry 25,000 Tree Tubes 
and Stakes to Remote Northumberland Site 

 
An article by Ian Smith published on www.northumberlandgazette.co.uk 

 
 
 

ORK on the Kielder Wildwood project aims to plant 35,000 trees and create a native 
upland woodland on the Scaup Burn.  Over the past two years, dedicated volunteers 
have turned up whatever the weather to carry stakes, tubes and plants, over rivers and 

up hills to help the project team plant the trees. 

However, the planting at the top 
of the hill which is rough unpredict-
able ground with wet sphagnum 
beds, thick heather and jungle-like 
stands of bracken, was more than 
the hardly volunteers could man-
age and reinforcements had to be 
called in. 

So it was that over 18,000 stakes and 7,000 
tree tubes were recently airlifted to the most 
inaccessible parts of the Wildwood site and 
dropped on site ready for next spring. 

The decision to use a helicopter to transport 
the materials onto site was made based upon 
what the team has learned from working in the 

area. 
Steven Lipscombe, Kielder Wildwood 

Project Officer said: ”Balancing the aims of the 
project against the safety of our volunteers is 
paramount and the money spent to charter the 
helicopter will allow us to plant the trees we 
need, in a safe and effective way. 

"Some may criticise our decision to do this 
but as the project’s tree planting is working to 
improve biodiversity, we felt the use of tech-
nology and machinery has a considered place in 
this process.” 

The work carried out by eight 
Northumberland Wildlife Trust staff, two 
helicopter crew and one helicopter means that 
quiet will only be disturbed again come spring 
when Steven and his volunteers venture out to 

pick up the stakes and tubes dropped from the 
sky. 

The Kielderhead Wildwood project is a five-
year Lottery Heritage Fund funded project that 
has been running since 2018. 

Alongside the planting of the trees, the 
project is developing a monitoring protocol to 
collect data on how the tree planting will affect 
the ecology of the site. 
 
Editor’s Comment 
 Reports that Crootie, the infamous Tree 
Warden for Coltishall, has requested that his 
planting materials are delivered by helicopter 
are not true.  He’s still looking in the dictionary 
to find what a helcopter is! 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

Developer and Tree Surgeon Fined Thousands 
After Damaging Protected Chertsey Trees 

 
 

An article by Robert Rowlands published on www.getsurrey.co.uk 
 
 
 

 developer and tree surgeon must pay thousands of pounds after 20 protected mature 
trees were damaged in Chertsey.  In two linked prosecutions, BDW Trading Ltd, of Barratt 
House, Cartwright Way, in Coalville, Leicestershire were fined £6,400, ordered to pay 

costs of £6,218 and a surcharge of £181. 

KPS Contractors Ltd, of KPS 
House, Ham Lane, Scaynes Hill, 
West Sussex, were fined £3,000, 
and ordered to pay costs of £6,500 
and a surcharge of £190. 

The rulings came after two hearings at 
Guildford Magistrates' Court in November 2020 
and January 2021.  

The prosecutions were brought by 
Runnymede Borough Council after staff 
attended a site in Chertsey in September 2019 
following a complaint from a member of the 
public. They discovered that the trees had been 
damaged as part of preparation for building 
works in Hanworth Lane. 

Investigations revealed that, although some 
tree works had been authorised as the site had 

planning permission for development, the actual 
work carried out was excessive, and caused 
unlawful damage to numerous trees. 

BDW was charged with eight offences and 
KPS initially with 16 offences (later reduced to 
15 offences) under Section 210 of the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990. 

The act makes it an offence to contravene a 
Tree Preservation Order. 

On 4 November 4 2020 at Guildford Mag-
istrates' Court, BDW offered guilty pleas to all 
charges it faced, and at the same court in a 
separate hearing on January 6 this year, KPS 
offered guilty pleas to all the charges it faced. 

Runnymede Borough Council leader, Cllr 
Nick Prescot, said: "These successful prose-
cutions demonstrate how seriously the council 
takes the protection of trees in the borough. 

"The fines imposed were appropriate to the 
damage caused to the trees in question, but 
developers and tree surgeons should be aware 
that magistrates and the crown courts can 
impose much greater fines for more severe 
damage. 

"These convictions should act as a deterrent 
to others, but we would far sooner work with 
companies and individuals with a view to 
avoiding offences like these occurring in the first 
place. 

"We would always encourage people to 
adhere to what's been approved in planning 
permission or other consents for proposed 
works to protected trees so we do not need to 
consider enforcement action." 
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30 Elms Planted Around the Country 
to Mark 30 Years of Tree Wardening 

 
 

S MANY of you know, the terrible impact of Dutch elm disease in the 1970s plays an 
important role in The Tree Council’s history. We were established in 1974 as part of the 
national replanting effort which inspired the nation to get out and restore our treescapes. 

So when a Tree Warden suggested planting disease-resistent elm trees could be a great way to 
commemorate thirty years of tree wardening, we agreed, and opened the opportunity to thirty 
lucky networks. 

It was Jo Parmenter, a Tree 
Warden in Broadland, Norfolk, who 
sparked the idea last year. “Elm 
trees were once a feature of the 
East Anglian landscape,” she told 
us, “but before I was really able to 
identify and properly appreciate 
them, they disappeared, over an all-
too-brief period, as a consequence 
of Dutch Elm Disease. It will be 
wonderful to have an opportunity to 
bring a healthy standard elm tree 
back to the village; hopefully the 
first of many; so that future gener-
ations may enjoy them.” 

We had an overwhelming response to this 
opportunity and selecting the lucky recipients 
was a very difficult decision. Many of you wrote 
in to share with us your reasons for wanting to 
plant a tree in your community in recognition of 
your fantastic local Tree Wardens. We want to 
thank everyone for taking the time to send us 
their stories and applications, and we hope 
there’ll be more opportunities like this in the 
future. 

These wonderful Ulmus ‘New Horizon’ 
trees, can withstand many challenges including 
floods, sub-zero temperatures, inner-city 
pollution, poor soils, central reservations and 
salt-laden coastal roadsides! Unlike other new 
cultivars that have succumbed to Dutch Elm 
Disease, New Horizon is not affected and is 
great for wildlife too. 

It was a pleasure to hear why Tree Wardens 
wanted to plant an Elm tree and here is a short 
selection to share with you: 

Andrew Shaw, Leicestershire Tree Warden 
Network, “The Tree Warden Scheme was 
pioneered in Leicestershire in the early 
1980s…to improve the management of newly 
planted trees particularly on parish council 
land… An Elm tree planted in recognition of 
Tree Wardens in Leicestershire would be a 
wonderful way to mark 30 years of the national 
scheme and thank local tree wardens for their 
time and dedication to trees and their 
communities.” 

Sam Harpur, Co-ordinator for Brecon 
Beacons TW network, “Elm trees were a 
prominent feature in the Brecon Beacons and 
their loss through Dutch Elm Disease had a 
significant impact on the landscape. The aim to 
plant a resilient Elm species will not only help to 
highlight tree planting in the national park; but 
will also hopefully inspire the planting of more 
Elm trees in the future, so that they can once 
again become a common sight in the landscape. 
The planting of an Elm tree will also celebrate 
the launch of the relationship with the Tree 
Council and Brecon Beacons National Park 
Authority.” 

Nikki Warden, Tree Warden for Sandwich, 
Kent, “It would be an honour to receive such a 
symbolic tree to mark the 30-year Anniversary 
of the TW scheme and to publicly acknowledge 
the valuable work of the local voluntary Tree 
Wardens supported by the Tree Council.” 

Christine Rumney, Solihull Tree Wardens, 
“We would like to plant an Elm Tree to celebrate 
30 years. of the national Tree Warden scheme 

which also coincides with the Solihull Tree 
Wardens 20 years anniversary! 2020 has been 
a challenging year for everyone, in particular for 
Solihull Tree Wardens as we sadly lost our 
Chair, Don Hitchcock who founded the group 
back in 2000.  Don’s death at the beginning of 
lockdown was unexpected and was a 
tremendous shock and great loss to the group. 
The New Horizon Elm tree symbolizes new 
beginnings and this has become the focus of 
Solihull Tree Wardens.” 

Tom Blundell, Frodsham, supported by 
Wirral Tree Warden Network, I have been a 
member of the tree group for more than 40 years 
and remember the ‘plant a tree in ’73, plant 
some more in ’74, keep the alive in ’75 
campaign. ……. There is a small population of 
Wych elm within 100 yards if the proposed site 
which supports a colony of white-letter 
hairstreaks (irecords of which have been 
submitted to records and authenticated by 
Butterfly Conservation). We would like to have a 
disease resistant Elm planted in the wood to 
ensure the survival of the White-letter hairstreak 
which is not a common butterfly in this area.” 

A full list of the networks that elms have 
been sent to is Brecon Beacons, Broadland, 
Camelford, Charvil, Cotswold, Coventry, 
Dibbinsdale, Eastleigh, Erewash, Frodsham, 
Glenfield, Great Waldingfield, Haywards Heath, 
Herne Bay, Horndean, Leicestershire, Lewes, 
Nutfield, Pembrokeshire, Portsmouth and  
outhsea, Reading, Sidmouth, Sandwich, 
Solihull, Stowmarket, Walsall, West Lancashire, 
Wittersham, Wokingham,Woodbury. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Government Supports Grey Squirrel Control 
 

HE UK government has given its support to a project to use oral contraceptives to control 
grey squirrel populations. Environment minister Lord Goldsmith says the damage they 
and other invasive species do to the UK's woodlands costs the UK economy £1.8 billion 

a year.  The bizarre-sounding plan is to lure grey squirrels into feeding boxes only they can 
access with little pots containing hazelnut spread be spiked with an oral contraceptive. 

Lord Goldsmith says the 
damage from squirrels also 
threatens the effectiveness of 
government efforts to tackle 
climate change by planting tens of 
thousands of acres of new 
woodlands. 

The Department for Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs (Defra) told BBC News: "We hope 
advances in science can safely help our nature 

to thrive, including through the humane control 
of invasive species." 

A partnership of conservation and forestry 
organisations called the UK Squirrel Accord 
(UKSA) is behind the proposal.  It says grey 
squirrels, which were first introduced from North 
America in the late 19th century, cause huge 
damage to woodlands by stripping bark from 
trees aged between 10-50 years, the younger 
trees in a forest. 

They particularly target broadleaved 

species which are particularly ecologically 
important because they support so many other 
species. 

It is estimated the UK is home to some three 
million of these invasive rodents.  It is claimed 
that they have displaced the native red squirrel 
across most of the UK. 

Lord Goldsmith says the government 
supports the plan as well as a longer-term effort 
to breed infertility into female grey squirrels to 
reduce their numbers.  Invasive non-native 
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species such as grey squirrels threaten our 
native biodiversity, he argues. 

When regulating grey squirrels with oral 
contraceptive was first proposed in 2017, the 
government's Animal and Plant Health Agency 
said it thought it could reduce their numbers by 
as much as 90%. 

The project also has royal approval.  Prince 
Charles was instrumental in founding the UK 
Squirrel Accord with the objective of "managing 
the negative impacts of invasive grey squirrels 
in the UK". 

He has written of the importance of 
protecting Britain's remaining red squirrels.  
"These charming and intelligent creatures never 
fail to delight", he wrote last month in his 
capacity as patron of the Red Squirrel Survival 
Trust, describing red squirrels as the "symbol 
and benchmark" of healthy woods. 

Jason Gilchrist, an ecologist from Edinburgh 
Napier University, has written in defence of the 
grey squirrel but he says he supports the oral 

contraceptive plan.  He acknowledges there is a 
need to manage grey squirrel populations. 

"It is better than the alternative: a shotgun", 
he told BBC News. 

It is the same argument the UKSA makes: 
dosing the animals with contraceptives provides 
a humane alternative to culling them.  Last 
month, the Royal Forestry Society, a member of 
the Squirrel Accord, called for just such a cull. 

Simon Lloyd, its chief executive, says efforts 

to tackle global warming and improve 
biodiversity will be undermined unless grey 
squirrel numbers can be reduced.  New trees 
will not survive to "deliver the carbon capture or 
biodiversity objectives if grey squirrels cannot 
be controlled", he told the Daily Telegraph. 

The UKSA has been experimenting with 
ways to deliver oral contraceptives to squirrels 
for more than three years now.  Last year, it 
tested special feeding stations designed so only 
grey squirrels can gain access in woodland in 
East Yorkshire. 

Instead of contraceptives, the hazelnut 
paste bait was dosed with a dye that, when 
ingested, causes squirrel hair to fluoresce under 
UV light.  The researchers found that more than 
90% of the grey squirrel population being 
studied visited the traps. 

They concluded that it was possible to 
deliver repeat doses of a contraceptive to the 
majority of grey squirrels in a wood. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

Thousands of Trees Planted as Network Rail’s  
£1 million Pledge Takes Root Across the Country 
 

Lewis Morrison, Head of Major Tree Planting Programmes at The Tree 
Council, updates on the over 40,000 trees that have been planted so 

far alongside communities thanks to funding from Network Rail 
 
 

S Britain’s fourth largest landowner, Network Rail has the challenge of managing the 
trees across its hugely varied estate, including 20,000 miles of rail line. Recognising that 
more could be done to help people and trees, in 2020 Network Rail made the ground-

breaking commitment to provide £1 million funding to plant thousands of trees within 
communities across the UK. The Tree Council teamed up with Network to deliver this ambitious 
community planting programme. 

During early 2020 The Tree 
Council worked to identify viable 
community planting schemes 
which could benefit from this 
funding, and by the middle of the 
year a first ‘cohort’ of community 
partners was identified, and work 
began on tree planting plans for the 
2020/21 planting season. 

Many of these community opportunities 
came to our attention from parish councils, local 
authorities and other organisations, such as 
local environmental charities. We also worked 
closely with many of our volunteer Tree 
Wardens, wise folk out there with an 
understanding of the need and potential to plant 
trees in their local communities. 

We worked with all the partners on every 
element of the projects from the site design 
planning, costing and procurement to delivery. 
The first trees were planted by the end of 
November 2020, a fantastic way to mark 
National Tree Week. 

Network Rail set a key target of at least 
20,000 trees planted by 24th December 2020 – 
we smashed that target by 8,000 trees, with 
28,000 trees at least planted by Christmas. A 
total of around 70-80,000 trees will be planted 
by the end of this planting season. 

There were huge challenges – a shortened 
time frame, meaning planning, applications and 
procurement was squeezed into 5 months, and 
of course the huge challenge of Covid-19 and 
the interruptions it brought to community 
participation, supply of trees and materials, and 
the ability of Tree Wardens and others to get out 
and plant. 

Despite these challenges year one of the 
programme is already a resounding success, 
not least due to the determination, passion, 
knowledge and commitment of Tree Wardens, 
who designed some fantastic projects that will 
be a precious resource to their communities for 
years to come. 

Dick Walters of Eastleigh Tree Wardens 
had a vision to enhance a new burial ground in 
Hound parish, Hampshire, with trees and 
hedges, a truly beautiful symbol of the continuity 
of life. 

Mike Wadham and TWIG 30,000 in 
Tendring Essex, Britain’s driest district, will see 
over 30,000 trees planted across one of the 
most denuded landscapes in southern Britain. 

Andrew, Trish and Sheridan in South 
Harting, nestled deep in the South Downs 
AONB, have made it their mission to ‘rescue and 
restore’ an ancient woodland devastated by ash 
die back and consequent felling. 

Many Tree Wardens also participated in the 
30 Elms campaign, which has seen over 30 

disease-resistant Elm planted across the 
country, bringing one of our dearest loved and 
hugely missed climax trees back into the 
landscape. 

Over the course of the project we have 
discovered new tree champions, many of whom 
are now in the process of becoming Tree 
Wardens – from Ringwood, to Penrith, to 
Boscastle. 

Network Rail are thrilled with the 
programme and we were pleased to welcome 
Network Rail CEO Andrew Haines to plant a tree 
in a Covid-safe way before Christmas. As the 
person in charge of delivering this programme, 
my eyes have been opened to just how 
committed Network Rail really are to increasing 
Biodiversity Net Gain (a strategic commitment of 
theirs), and to working with communities to ‘get 
it right’ when it comes to local trees.  

Covid restrictions have curtailed many plans 
for communities and children to get out and 
plant trees, but we can all rest assured that the 
trees will still be there this spring when we all 
hopefully re-emerge, along with the freshly 
flushed leaves, and looking ahead to next 
season and beyond there will be lifetimes of fun, 
love and learning to be had from a truly 
transformational project. 

Well done Tree Wardens and well done 
Network Rail! 
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£5m Funding to Save Peak District 
Woodlands Threatened by Ash Dieback 
 
 

An article by Gay Bolton published on www.matlockmercury.co.uk 
 
 
 

AVINE woodlands in the Peak District which are threatened by a lethal tree fungus will 
be restored under a £5million project.  The initiative, led by Natural England, will combat 
the risk that ash dieback poses to the river valleys.  The LIFE in the Ravines project will 

protect 900 hectares of forest by planting lime and wych elm trees to fill the spaces that 
diseased ash trees leave behind. 

Five dales in the Derbyshire 
Dales National Nature Reserve, 
including Lathkill, are included in 
the project which will see drones 
used for the first time in the Peak 
District to help planting on the 
steep, rocky slopes. 

Money for the restoration project has come 
from the EU, which has contributed £3.6million, 
with the remaining £1.4million to be funded by 
the project’s partners.  The partners include 
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust, National Trust and 
Chatsworth Estate. The project is also working 
with the Peak District National Park, Derbyshire 
Dales District Council, the Arkwright Society, the 
Forestry Commission and the Woodland Trust. 

Ash dieback disease was first detected in 
the Peak District in 2015. The area’s ravine 
forests are dominated by ash and have high 
levels of infection, causing the loss of mature 
trees and the habitats of wildlife including rare 
beetles and birds such as redstarts. 

Natural England’s chief executive Marian 
Spain, said: “This innovative project will help 
restore the landscape and wildlife of this much-
loved area of the country following the 
devastation of ash dieback.” 

The project will help ash trees that might be 
resilient to the disease as well as planting 
willow, aspen and other trees to attract a 
diversity of wildlife. 

John Everitt, forestry manager at 
Chatsworth Estate, said: “We are very excited at 
Chatsworth about working alongside the other 
partners on this project to help restore some of 
the most important woodlands within the Peak 
District. We have observed and tracked the 
rapid decline of these internationally significant 

habitats over the past three years due to the 
onset of ash dieback. It will be fantastic to help 
diversify these woodlands and create resilient 
habitats that will hopefully stand the test of time, 
benefiting the environment for years to come.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Potecting Hedgehogs 
 
 

 WELCOMED the news that a group of MPs is calling for hedgehog nesting sites to get the 
same protections as those for bats and badgers, in an effort to boost numbers.  Former 
Transport Secretary Chris Grayling has tabled an amendment to the Environment Bill, which 

he said would help "Britain's favourite animal".  The spiky mammals should be on developers' 
"radar" when they are planning a project, he added. 

A report in 2018 suggested UK 
hedgehog numbers had halved 
since 2000.  Rough estimates put 
the population at one million, 
compared with 30 million during the 
1950s. 

Indeed, many animal protection charities 
put today’s figure at less than half of that!  

Mr Grayling's amendment would add 
hedgehogs the list of protected animals under 
the Wildlife and Countryside Act.  This would 
place a legal obligation on developers to search 
for the animals and take action to reduce the risk 
to them from building. 

It is illegal to kill or capture hedgehogs using 
certain methods but Mr Grayling said: "It seems 
wrong to me, for example, that whenever a 
developer has to carry out a wildlife survey 

before starting work on a project that the 
hedgehog is not on anyone's radar.  It is Britain's 
favourite animal, its numbers are declining and 
it should be as well protected as any other 
popular but threatened British animal." 

Former cabinet ministers Liam Fox, Andrew 
Mitchell and Dame Cheryl Gillan are among 13 
fellow Conservative MPs supporting Mr 
Grayling's amendment.  Labour's Hilary Benn 
and Debbie Abrahams have also signed it. 

R 
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‘Desperately Sad’: Campaigners 
Mourn Felling of Happy Man Tree 
 

An article by Ed Sheridan published on www.hackneycitizen.co.uk 
 

 

AMPAIGNERS are mourning the felling of the Happy Man Tree, which inspired 
commuinity protest, music, poetry as well as court injunctions and heated debate in a 
battle to save it from its eventual fate.  Crowds watched and cries of ‘Shame’ were heard 

this morning as people remonstrated with police guarding workers as they first cut off the tree’s 
branches before finally bringing its trunk to the ground.  One protester was led away by officers 
after being arrested for breach of the peace. 

Tens of thousands of people 
asked for the tree to be retained 
instead of being cut down to make 
way for the regeneration of the 
nearby estate, with developer 
Berkeley Homes admitting in 
September of last year that if they 
had been aware of the concerns for 
the tree earlier, the design of the 
works would have been different. 

Both Berkeley and the Town Hall main-
tained throughout the debate that to change 
course would be to incur a delay of at least 15 
months. 

Save the Happy Man Tree Peter 
Buckingham, who along with other campaigners 
was served with a High Court injunction, applied 
for by the council, to prevent him going near the 
tree, said: “It’s a desperately sad moment, and 
just totally unneccessary. It just didn’t need to 
happen. They could have planned for this, and 
respected the tree right back at the beginning 
when they were thinking about how many 
homes to put in. 

“It’s basically only going in because they’re 
putting a gas energy centre behind the tree. 
There’s no reason for it to go. It’s just greedy, 
and for profit. There’s no other way round it. 
They tried to put too much in the site and a 150-
year-old street tree that was in the way had to 
go because of it. 

“It’s really distressing. Neither have 
Berkeley Homes given any assurances on how 
they are going to be in the future towards other 
trees. Not one piece of communication has 
come out of them about the fact they might have 
made a slight error here, though one of them 
said that at the planning meeting. 

“It’s a very sad moment, so forgive me that 
I am slightly vitriolic about Berkeley, but it’s hard 
not to be. I don’t think we can ever know what 
the [Save the Happy Man Tree] campaign has 
achieved, but hundreds of people have been 
involved with this, so who knows what people 
think or feel about trees, the environment, or the 
way we approach the planet, buildings, housing 
issues. 

“Who knows what Hackney Council feel? 
Again, no communication or thought about 
changing attitudes or thinking about consult-
ation, so I don’t know, but maybe they are.” 

The tree, which has been brought down to 
make way for 584 new homes to be built as part 

of the third phase of the regeneration of the 
nearby estate, was overwhelmingly voted Tree 
of the Year 2020 by the Woodland Trust, who 
pointed to the Happy Man as a symbol of a trend 
of much-loved mature trees being felled to make 
way for development. 

Adam Cormack, head of campaigning for 
the Trust, said back in October: “The legacy of 
this tree must be that the planning system, 
which is currently facing overhaul in England, 
should protect existing trees and local voices 
must be listened to when decisions on local 
trees and woods are made.  Trees have a huge 
positive impact on people’s quality of life, but 
this needs reflecting in national planning policy 
and local decision-making.” 

Since news of the tree’s loss was first 
reported last year, the Happy Man has became 
a safe outdoor spot for community members to 
come together during lockdown, with demon-
strators of all ages sitting at its side and share 
stories of the community, with some climbing 
into its branches and others performing music, 
art and poetry at its base. 

Hackney Mayor Philip Glanville said: “I have 
always acknowledged the concerns people in 
Hackney have around the loss of mature trees 

and the need for more high-quality green infra-
structure. Sadly in this case, to everyone’s dis-
appointment, the removal of this much-loved 
tree was necessary to ensure that we can con-
tinue with our plans to deliver 584 much-needed 
homes, including 117 genuinely affordable 
homes for social rent for local families currently 
living in old, poor-quality homes elsewhere in 
Woodberry Down. 

“This was a last resort and something that 
the developer, Berkeley Homes, alongside 
council officers, myself and local councillors, 
spent a long time working through with residents 
to explore every possible option to avoid. 

“This was never an easy decision, however 
it was the only way to avoid huge delays to 
desperately needed new homes and a complete 
redesign of the project, and is supported by the 
local elected residents group, the Woodberry 
Down Community Organisation (WDCO). It was 
then approved on two occasions by the council’s 
independent planning committee. 

“We look forward to working with Berkeley 
Homes, the WDCO and the local community to 
provide much greater investment, including in 
this phase, in trees, open spaces and green 
infrastructure while continuing to champion the 
environment across the estate and Hackney.” 

The Town Hall has pointed out that the tree 
had been marked for removal for over ten years, 
with concerns first raised in 2019, at which time 
the application was paused and a series of 
workshops held with elected resident represent-
atives to look at other options for design. 

Campaigners themselves presented an 
alternative design designed by their own 
architects in September reproviding homes in 
the planned block which necessitated the tree’s 
removal elsewhere in the estate and creating a 
terrace for a Happy Man cafe. 

However, the workshops and meetings held 
by the council came to the conclusion that no 
alternative was possible without a project re-
design and a delay to the construction of the 
housing, with the designs for the upcoming build 
signed off by a design committee made up of 
local residents, council officers and staff from 
Notting Hill Genesis and Berkeley Homes. 

A Berkeley Homes spokesperson said: 
“Whilst it is never easy to lose a well-liked tree,  
following a thorough, transparent and balanced 
debate Berkeley, Hackney Council and the 
WDCO all support the local planning authority’s 
decision to approve the development of the 
Phase 3 scheme and for the associated removal 
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of the tree.  
“We remain committed to ensuring that the 

Phase 3 benefits are delivered for the local 
community as quickly as possible including 584 
new homes, a brand new park, the planting of 
175 new trees and an energy centre to generate 
heat to supply the whole of the estate.” 

 Phil Cooke, chair of WDCO said: “The aim 
of the WDCO is always to design good quality 
new homes and improve the living environment 
of our residents, old and new. When we became 
aware that the tree was due to be removed we 

got the partners to look at ways that it could be 
kept, but they all would mean a lengthy delay in 
the regeneration. The WDCO board considered 
all options at its meeting on 2 September and 
voted in favour 12-4 to support the Phase 3 
planning application. 

“There  is an urgent  need to  build new 
homes for tenants that are living in old, in-
adequate, cold and sometimes damp proper-
ties. Many of these, mainly, elderly residents 
have been waiting 20 years for new homes and 
the proposed delay for a redesign was too long. 

“Looking forward, we want to keep as many 
of the existing trees on the estate as possible, 
and make sure many more new trees are 
planted so that the green environment and 
biodiversity of the estate is the best that we can 
make it.” 

A spokesperson for the Metropolitan Police 
said this morning: “On Tuesday 5 January a 
woman was arrested in Woodberry Grove, N4, 
for breach of the peace. She remains in 
custody.” 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

How Extinction Rebellion is Saving British Oaks 
 

An article by Jack Francklin published on https://greenworld.org.uk/ 

 
HE plumes of smoke which bellowed out of the giant redwood trees in California in 2019 
inspired the rescue of thousands of British oak saplings. James Murray-White was 
speaking to a friend who was in the US when they showed him the chaotic and devastating 

scenes through the lens of their phone camera.   

Green Party member Mr Murray-
White co-founded Extinction 
Rebellion Rewilding later in the 
year and then the affiliated Save 
The Oaks project in 2020, which 
was set up after it emerged that 
750,000 oak saplings would be 
destroyed due to the Government's 
unfulfilled promise to plant the 
trees.  

A crowdfunding page as part of the project 
has raised over £12,000 and has enabled the 
organisers to place an order of 30,000 oak 
saplings from a tree nursery, with another 
20,000 lined up to be bought and distributed to 
members of the public willing and able to plant 
them in the coming months if the coronavirus 
restrictions allow.  

He said: “I feel a great weight of 
responsibility to get these trees distributed out. 
Every time there is a bit of news about it, I have 
felt extremely humbled.  

“I am a film producer and my income has 
completely dried up. Some people have 
donated £1 and others £1,000. It is amazing 
people chip in at a very hard time for us all 
financially. We are asking people to plant them 
with a sense of ceremony. People could plant 
them for friends, family, for everyone who has 
died from Covid-19 or been through a terrible 
time. It’s just great to be of service to these 
trees.”  

He explained that he and Rob, a friend and 
co-founder of the project, had been dealing with 
Maelor Forest Nurseries near Wrexham, which 
had grown 500,000 saplings and were selling 
them to Extinction Rebellion and the project for 
22p each. The number of trees requested and 
distributed to individuals or organisations has 
ranged from five to 3,000.   

The West Yorkshire-based Calderdale 
Youth Climate Strikers, for example, received 
1,000 saplings which will be planted at Hebden 
and Blackshaw Head.  They are an active group 

of young people aged between 8-14 that include 
Anna Vasey (14), Isla Lay (14) holding Meg the 
dog, Evie Guha (11), Leela Guha (14) and 
Martha Kidd (13), as seen in the photo from left 
to right.  

Mr Murray White, who has lived in Mongolia, 
Ireland and Bristol in the last 20 years, said: “It 
is the very nature of us humans that we are 
tribal, passionate and beautiful and yet there is 
something quite antagonistic too.   

“Hence my thing with trees. For me, planting 
a tree can be a radical act of love. I have no 
problem planting one on my own or in a group 
but ideally if we focus our entire self just for that 
two minutes of digging that hole and getting that 
tree in, it is a radical act of love. We are doing 
something positive. If we come back every 
month to make sure it has water and hasn’t been 
eaten by deer that is something we can do.   

“I care about growing stuff. I’ve always 
grown vegetables, that is where my motivation 
comes for plants and trying to nurture them.  
These beautiful things are all around us, I’ve met 
800-year-old oaks, it would be good to get other 

trees planted too.”  
Mr Murray White, 52, explained that he set 

up Extinction Rebellion Rewilding after he 
witnessed from afar the ecocides of the 
Australian and Californian wildfires and thought 
that maybe he could do something to counteract 
these tragedies.  

He said: “We decided we needed to seed 
the context of rewilding into Extinction Rebellion 
(XR). We thought it had been missing a spiritual 
and wild core that not only incorporates the hard 
science of carbon mitigation of trees but also the 
need that us humans need rewilding too.  

“Some people say tree planting fits into 
rewilding and some people say it doesn’t. The 
whole point of XR Rewilding was marrying land 
rewilding and human rewilding.  

“XR rewilding is trying to promote that sense 
of rewilding, whatever the sense. Even the word 
rewilding is becoming a bit outdated and this 
new word, for-wilding, is a lovely word which is 
coming up a bit.” 
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Scientists Address Myths Over 
Large-Scale Tree Planting 

 
By Helen Briggs, BBC Science correspondent 

 
CIENTISTS have proposed 10 golden rules for tree-planting, which they say must be a top 
priority for all nations this decade.  Tree planting is a brilliant solution to tackle climate 
change and protect biodiversity, but the wrong tree in the wrong place can do more harm 

than good, say experts at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.  The rules include protecting 
existing forests first and involving locals. 

Forests are essential to life on 
Earth.  They provide a home to 
three-quarters of the world's plants 
and animals, soak up carbon 
dioxide, and provide food, fuels and 
medicines.  But they're fast dis-
appearing; an area about the size of 
Denmark of pristine tropical forest 
is lost every year. 

"Planting the right trees in the right place 
must be a top priority for all nations as we face 
a crucial decade for ensuring the future of our 
planet," said Dr Paul Smith, a researcher on the 
study and secretary general of conservation 
charity Botanic Gardens International in Kew. 

A raft of ambitious tree-planting projects are 
underway around the world to replace the 
forests being lost. 

Boris Johnson has said he is aiming to plant 
30,000 hectares (300 sq km) of new forest a 
year across the UK by the end of this parliament. 

An African-led movement to plant a 5,000-
mile (8,048km) forest wall to fight the climate 
crisis is set to become the largest living structure 
on Earth, three times the size of the Great 
Barrier Reef. 

However, planting trees is highly complex, 
with no universal easy solution.   

"If you plant the wrong trees in the wrong 
place you could be doing more harm than good," 
said lead researcher Dr Kate Hardwick of RGB 
Kew. 

All too often natural forests teeming with 
plants, animals and fungi are replaced by 
commercial plantations with row upon row of 
timber trees, which will be harvested after a few 
decades, she told BBC News. 

"What we're trying to do is to encourage 
people, wherever possible, to try and recreate 
forests which are similar to the natural forests 
and which provide multiple benefits to people, 
the environment and to nature as well as 
capturing carbon."  

The review of research, published in the 
journal Global Change Biology, found 
that in some cases, planned tree 
planting does not increase carbon 
capture and can have negative 
effects. 

The 10 golden rules are as follows 
Protect existing forests first. 

Keeping forests in their original state 
is always preferable; undamaged old 
forests soak up carbon better and are 
more resilient to fire, storm and 
droughts. "Whenever there's a choice, 
we stress that halting deforestation 
and protecting remaining forests must 
be a priority," said Prof Alexandre 
Antonelli, director of science at RGB 
Kew. 

Put local people at the heart of 
tree-planting projects.  Studies 
show that getting local communities 
on board is key to the success of tree-
planting projects. It is often local 
people who have most to gain from 

looking after the forest in the future. 
Maximise biodiversity recovery to meet 

multiple goals.  Reforestation should be about 
several goals, including guarding against 
climate change, improving conservation and 
providing economic and cultural benefits. 

Select the right area for reforestation. 
Plant trees in areas that were historically forest-
ed but have become degraded, rather than 
using other natural habitats such as grasslands 
or wetlands. 

Use natural forest regrowth wherever 
possible.  Letting trees grow back naturally can 
be cheaper and more efficient than planting 
trees. 

Select the right tree species that can 
maximise biodiversity.  Where tree planting is 
needed, picking the right trees is crucial. 
Scientists advise a mixture of tree species 
naturally found in the local area, including some 
rare species and trees of economic importance, 
but avoiding trees that might become invasive. 

Make sure the trees are resilient to adapt 
to a changing climate.  Use tree seeds that are 
suitable for the local climate and how that might 
change in the future. 

Plan ahead.  Plan how to source seeds or 
trees, working with local people. 

Learn by doing.  Combine scientific know-
ledge with local knowledge. Ideally, small-scale 
trials should take place before planting large 
numbers of trees. 

Make it pay. The sustainability of tree re-
planting rests on a source of income for all 
stakeholders, including the poorest. 
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Don’t Believe Everything You Read 
 

HEN searching for articles to include in this edition of Broadsheet, I came across one 
by Caroline Culot in the EDP headlined 'They don't care': Retired couple slam council 
over 'dangerous' tree.  That, at first, appeared just the kind of thing I was looking for.  

However, on reading the article and carrying out a quick search on Broadland District Council’s 
planning portal I soon discovered that all was not as it first appeared. 

The article no doubt earned the 
couple the sympathy vote and 
pointed the finger at Broadland 
District Council.  This is what it 
said. 

A retired couple are battling with a council 
over a massive Scots pine they want cut down 
to avoid getting hurt by falling branches. 

Kate and Roy Ferris, aged 76 and 84, of 
South Avenue, Thorpe St Andrew, awoke to find 
their car's roof dented and wing mirror smashed 
after a large branch fell off overnight in the bad 
weather. 

But they say the towering tree in their front 
garden, regularly sheds heavy branches.  

They say their gardener was almost struck 
on the head a while ago and fear for their six 
grandchildren, who before Covid, play in the 
front garden. 

When the couple moved into the bungalow 
10 years ago, they quickly realised the tree, on 
their land, was a hazard and asked for 
Broadland District Council to cut it down. 

But the council slapped a TPO, tree 
preservation order, on it meaning it was illegal 
to remove it. 

Even after a costly appeal, the council 
refused to overturn the TPO and the couple 
have dodged its branches ever since. 

When contacted by this newspaper, 
Broadland District Council advised the couple to 
ask for an inspection from a qualified tree 
surgeon immediately.  

Mrs Ferris, a retired IT tutor, said: "If I had 
been getting out of my car when it happened, I 
might not be here today. A branch narrowly 
missed our gardener too who said if he'd had his 
headphones on listening to music, he wouldn't 
have heard it falling. 

"I felt really upset when it hit my car, it's 
damaged the roof and the wing mirror where it 
bounced off and hit the ground. But it's not about 
the car, it's dangerous. We live in a cul-de-sac 
so it's not as if anyone is going to be gazing in 
wonderment at the tree. 

"When I phoned the council, I said I was 
really upset about this tree but they just told me 
to get the path cleared. Our tree regularly sheds 
branches and they are about the size of my 
torso, we're not talking about twigs falling. They 
just don't seem to care." 

A Broadland District Council spokesman 
said: "Back in 2012, a TPO was made in the light 
of the tree being in a conservation area. They 
need to ask for a tree surgeon to take a look; if 
he considers it to be dangerous, work can be 
done immediately. However, the tree cannot be 
chopped down." 

What is a TPO? A tree preservation order is 
made by a local planning authority to protect 
specific trees in the interest of amenity. It is a 
criminal offence to breach a TPO. If you do, you 
can be fined up to £2,500 or, if the tree is 
destroyed, subject to an unlimited fine. 

I immediately looked on the planning portal 
but there were no applications for tree works to 

that tree. There were none for that address.  
Then I realised that the couple had not appealed 
a refusal for work to be carried out but, instead, 
had appealed the serving of the TPO back in 
2012. 

No application for permission to carry out 
works had ever been made. 

If the couple had been that concerned about 
the safety of the tree then why have they not 
made an application?  Come to that, why did 
they purchase the property? 

We all have a duty to regularly inspect trees 
on our property to satisfy ourselves (and any 
possible litigation) that they are safe.  If that 
survey highlights a problem then a simple 
application (free of charge) to Broadland District 
Council will no doubt receive permission. 

The paragraph in the article “When the 
couple moved into the bungalow 10 years ago, 
they quickly realised the tree, on their land, was 
a hazard and asked for Broadland District 
Council to cut it down” should be treated with 

care as the Council could not possibly have 
been expected to remove the tree.  It is the 
property owners’ responsibility to pay for that … 
if permission is granted. 

Broadland District Council has a most 
responsible attitude toward tree preservation 
and in Mark Symonds they have an excellent 
officer. 

I am sure that, like me, you would say that 
the authority needs to refuse more applications 
than it does.  Just take a look at this month’s list 
of applications and decisions to see what I 
mean.  However, I can understand that there is 
always the threat of a decision being appealed 
and a hefty legal bill being incurred. 

With that in mind, let me “Return to Go” and 
the serving of the TPO in 2012.  That would not 
have been served unless the council was 
convinced that the tree was worth preserving 
and, just as importantly, believed it was worth 
the cost of an appeal. 

As I said.  Don’t believe everything you read. 
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Tree Preservation Orders and 
Conservation Area News 

 
 

Broadland Tree Preservation Orders Served, Confirmed and Revoked  
 

TPO Number Address Served Trees Protected Status 

2020 No 1 (1303) Robin Hill, 16 South Walsham Road, Acle 17/02/2020 All trees on site Provisional 

2020 No 3 (1305) Land at Wood Green, Salhouse 09/03/2020 1 x Leyland cypress Provisional 

2020 No 4 (1306) Land rear of 48 Spixworth Road, Old Catton 29/04/2020 

T1 oak                                     
T2 deodar cedar                            
T3 copper beech                      
T4 yew 

Provisional 

2020 No 6 (1308) 19 Millgate, Aylsham 17/08/2020 2 x Scots pine Provisional 

2020 No 7 (1309) 
Lime Tree House, 16b Harvey Lane, Thorpe 
St Andrew. 

28/09/2020 All trees of whatever species. Provisional 

2020 No 8 (1310) Land south of Heydon Road, Aylsham. 08/10/2020 2 x oak Provisional 

2020 No 9 (1311) 
Former Royal Norwich Golf Club, Drayton 
High Road, Hellesdon 

16/10/2020 All trees of whatever species  Provisional 

2020 No 10 (1312) 92 Links Avenue, Hellesdon 14/12/2020 T1 oak Provisional 

2020 No 11 (1313) Redwood, 92 Charles Close, Wroxham 15/12/2020 T1 Wellingtonia Provisional 

 
Current Works to Trees Subject to a Tree Preservation Order and Section 

211 Notifications for Works to Trees Within Conservation Areas 
 

App No Address Cat Species / Requested Works Decision 

20191982 Bircham Centre, Market Place, Reepham 211 T1 and T2 holly – fell. 31/12/2019 

20201661 9 Manor Close, Buxton With Lamas TPO 

T1 oak - full reduction by 4.5m in height and reduce any lower 
branches to maintain shape. Tree is tall and is excessively 
shading garden at 9 Manor close.                                                  
T2 beech - reduction of lateral limbs by 3m and reduce very top 
branches by 4m to match crown. Lateral limbs stretch across the 
garden and over a greenhouse in adjacent property. Tree has 
very one-sided growth due to competition for light.  This 
reduction should help balance the tree 

Approved 

20201760 
Land West of Abbey Farm Commercial 
Park, Church Street, Horsham St Faith 

TPO 
G1 5 x ash and sycamore and G19 1 x verge tree - full details 
provided within the attached cover letter. 

21/09/2020 

20201835 26 Rosemary Road, Sprowston TPO 

T11 Scots pine – fell.                                                                       
T22 common oak - reduce laterals by up to 2m; current width 
7m, reduce to 5m.                                                                              
T27 & T35 common beech - crown raise to 4m.                       
T36 common beech - reduce laterals from 9m to 5.5m wide.      
T37 common beech - reduce crown by 1.5m; current height and 
width 13m/6.5m, reduce to 10m/5m.                                                 
T38 common beech - reduce laterals by 2m; current height and 
width 10m/8m, reduce to 7m/5m.                                                    
T39 common beech - reduce crown by up to 2m; current height 
and width 12m/8m, reduce to 10m/6m.                                          
T40 common beech - crown raise to 5m.                                          
T41 copper beech - reduce crown by 1.5m, current height and 
width 14m/7m, reduce to 12m/5.5m.                                                 
T44 common oak - reduce laterals by up to 2m; current width 7m 
reduce to 5m.                                                                                 
T46 common oak - reduce laterals by 1m, reduce width from 6m 
to 5m. 

06/10/2020 

20201891 28 Barnby Road, Badersfield, TPO 

T74 cherry - crown reduce by approx 25%. Reduce height by 
3.5m from 15m to 11.5m; northern spread by 3m from 12m to 
9m; southern spread by 2m from 10m to 8m; western spread by 
4.5m from 12m to 7.5m; and eastern spread by 4m from 10m to 
6m. Crown raise to 5 m over road. 

Approved 
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20201914 56 Mulberry Court, Taverham YPO 
T339 oak - cut back by 2-3 m along boundary (to bring in line 
with fence) and visitor’s parking space. 

Approved 

20201917 7 Saint Edmunds Road, Taverham TPO 

T1 oak - lateral reduction of branch growing over garden 
(towards bird table) by up to 3.6 m to suitable growing point. 
Elsewhere reduce lower branches over garden toward house by 
up to 2.4m to suitable growing point. Approx radial reduction 
from 11m to 7.4m.                                                                        
T2 oak - lateral reduction of branch growing over fence into 
neighbours’ garden (no 5) of up to 3.6 m to suitable growing 
point.  Elsewhere reduce lower branches over garden toward 
house by up to 2.4 m to a suitable growing point. Approx radial 
reduction from 11 m to 7.4 m.                                                     
T3 beech - lateral reduction of lowest branch growing over fence 
into the neighbours’ garden (no 5), of up to 2.4 m to suitable 
growing point. Elsewhere reduce lower branches over garden 
toward house by up to 2.4 m to suitable growing point. Approx 
radial reduction from 11.5 m to 7.9 m. 

Approved 

20201971 14 Barnby Road, Badersfield TPO Sycamore - remove epicormic growth extending onto road. Approved 

20201978 
192 Plumstead Road East, Thorpe St 
Andrew 

TPO 
T1 sweet chestnut - reduce height by approx 3m from 18 to 15m 
removing split and damaged branches. Remove branches off 
phone lines running through the tree by 1m. 

Approved 

20202021 The Hollies, 43 Waterloo Road, Hainford TPO T1 tulip tree – fell. Approved 

20202023 2 Barberry Close, Taverham TPO T10 oak – fell. Approved 

20202030 
Forge Cottage, 25 The Street, South 
Walsham 

TPO 

T1 sycamore - remove deadwood and crossing branches.  Raise 
canopy to 4m. Remove one over-extended lateral branch that 
has grown towards an undesirable location within the garden. 
Due to tree’s form and good vitality removal of this limb will be 
inconsequential to the shape of the crown. 

Approved 

20202036 
Caledonian House, 2 Pheasant Walk, 
South Walsham 

TPO 
T1 oak - proposed reduction of adjacent conifers will leave oak 
leader exposed.  A 4m reduction is proposed to alleviate 
exposure. Current height is around 12m. 

Approved 

20202038 Rowangarth, Heydon Road, Aylsham TPO 
T2 oak - cut back damaged branch and rebalance north side of 
the tree. 

Approved 

20202040 42 Springfield Road, Taverham TPO 
Oak - crown thin by 25% to allow light into garden and reduce 
sail weight. 

Approved 

20202066 45 Low Road, Hellesdon TPO Cherry - dismantle due to poor condition in upper crown. Approved 

20202082 15 Stanmore Road, Thorpe St Andrew 211 
T1 false Acacia - current height approx 9m, reduce over garden 
and driveway by 2m to re-shape crown canopy.                         
T2 conifer – fell. 

Approved 

20202093 
Bridge House, 2 The Street, Burgh and 
Tuttington 

211 
T1 willow & T2 walnut - 15-20% crown reduction Reduce height 
from 12m to 10m.                                                                                                     

Approved 

20202105 
The Little House, 77 Spixworth Road, Old 
Catton 

211 

T1 bay - reduce from 4.5m to 2.5m.                                                   
T2 apple - reduce from 4m to 2m.                                                    
T3 quince - reduce from 4.5m to 2m.                                               
T4 cherry - remove north-western branch originating at 4m.            
T5 sycamore - reduce eastern canopy to the boundary line. 

Approved 

20202106 
The White House, 66 Spixworth Road, 
Old Catton 

211 

T1 horse chestnut - remove remaining section of storm damaged 
branch.                                                                                               
T2 beech - crown lift to 3m, reduce southern canopy from 9m to 
7m.                                                                                                     
T3 mulberry - crown lift to 2m.                                                       
T4 - elm – fell (dead). 

Approved 

20202120 
Field adjacent to Church Road, Little 
Witchingham 

Hedge 
Removal of 200m hedge and replant increasing length along 
west boundary. 

10/11/2020 

20202122 11 Spinney Road, Thorpe St Andrew TPO 
G1 sycamore x 3 - fell and replace with more suitable single 
specimen. 

Approved 

20202134 56B Thunder Lane, Thorpe St Andrew TPO 
T1 oak - reduce crown by approx 3m from a height of 13m to 
10m and reduce radial spread from 13-8m to 10-6m. 

Split decision 

20202139 Southerly, 35 Charles Close, Wroxham 211 26 x Lawson cypress – fell. Approved 

20202154 Burgh House, Burgh Road, Aylsham 211 Ash on southern boundary with Norwich Road – fell. Approved 

20202158 
Field between The Street & Church Lane, 
Burgh, Aylsham 

211 Ash on southern boundary with Church Lane – fell. Approved 

20202173 26 The Avenue, Wroxham 211 
T1 oak - remove to ground level. Current height 11m.                     
T2 oak - remove 2 boughs over drive wall. Tree height 9m. 

Approved 
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20202183 4 Dawsons Lane, Foulsham, Dereham 211 

Linear group of mature & and sycamore (once boundary hedge). 
Current height of trees 18m - reduced to 1 to 1.5 m to enable 
coppiced stumps to regenerate and be maintained as boundary 
hedge again. 

19/11/2020 

20202203 Halcyon, 196 Norwich Road, Wroxham TPO 
T1 Quercus robur (oak) - crown clean removing hanging or 
snapped branches and reduce end weight by 3m maximum.                                                                                          
T2 holly - reduction down to 1.8m fence height. 

Approved 

20202214 
Norton House, 17 Green Lane North, 
Thorpe End 

211 

Larch - reduction of lateral branches by up to 3m max from 
approx 4m max and leaving cuts to reasonable growing points of 
no more than 75mm diameter, on side of tree that overhangs the 
property to the south of the tree and a few that hang over the 
garden in the property facing north -north east. 

Approved 

20202221 151 Wroxham Road, Sprowston TPO 

T1 & T2 Monterey cypress - reduce back from property to clear 
by 2m, crown lift over drive to 5m.                                                   
T3 lime – Re-pollard at existing knuckles / reduce from 12 to 9m.                 
T4 oak - reduce and lift overhanging branches to 5m.                     
G1 mixed conifers 7 broadleaf trees - crown lift over drive to 5m. 
G2 lime/ yew - crown lift over main road to 5.2m and drive to 5m 

Approved 

20202225 
Land at Haveringland Hall Park, 
Haveringland 

TPO 

T1 possible Bhutan pine - small height reduction from 6m to 5m. 
Reduce elongated stems and tuck in sides to balance tree. It 
appears the tree is leaning due to prevailing winds. Resident is 
worried it will fall over and loves the tree. 

25/11/2020 

20202238 5 Caston Road, Thorpe St Andrew TPO 

T1 multi stemmed sweet chestnut – remove.                             
T2 sweet chestnut - reduction of branches over neighbours’ 
property to give 4m clearance.                                                           
T3 oak - reduction of lateral limbs over neighbouring property by 
30%, approximately 5m to be removed.                                          
T4 oak - major reduction of lower lateral limbs, from 
neighbouring property, garden and shed by approximately 5m. 

Withdrawn 

20202239 5 Caston Road, Thorpe St Andrew TPO 

T1 multi-stemmed sweet chestnut - remove due to all stems 
having major cavities. Possible major reduction of all stems, 
including 50% reduction of 2 main stems over sheds. A further 
30% reduction of remaining co-dominant stems leaving the tree 
well balanced and shaped.                                                                
T2 sweet chestnut - reduction of branches over neighbours’ 
property, current length 7m reduce to 3-4m.                               
T3 oak - reduction of lateral limbs over neighbouring property by 
30%. Current length 7m reduce to 3-4m.                                      
T4 oak - major reduction of lower lateral limbs, from 
neighbouring property, garden and shed.  Current length 11m 
reduce to 5-6m. 

Split decision 

20202244 
Rockland House, 4 Rockland Drive, 
Thorpe St Andrew 

TPO T1 & T2 larch – fell. Approved 

20202266 
Land at Haveringland Hall Park, 
Haveringland 

TPO 

T1 stand of leylandii - fell. Hedge has not been managed and 
has become too large for the space. There are also some gas 
pipes running under them that need to be sorted. I've suggested 
a native hedge to be put nearby. 

01/12/2020 

20202280 Highfield, 30 Holman Road, Aylsham 211 

T1 oak - tree is around 35m high and needs to be reduced by 25 
- 30%.  Bring in overextended limb, remove all deadwood and 
crown lift to 5m.                                                                              
T2 oak - tree is around 30 m high and needs to be reduced by 
25 - 30%.  Remove all deadwood and crown lift to 5m. 

Approved 

20202282 Trees, Lady Lane, Hainford TPO 

T1 cherry - current height 7m. Current spread north 4.5m, south 
5m, east 6m, west 6m; reduce overhanging branch to west by 
2m. Reduce upper crown by approx 1.5m.                                       
T2 silver birch - remove lower branch over shed.                            
T4 Scots pine and T8 sycamore- fell.                                              
T7 oak - crown clean and remove epicormic growth.                       
T9 oak - reduce limb by approx 2.5m leaving 6.5m length and 
lower branches over drive by approx 1m leaving approx 4.5m. 

Approved 

20202284 
The Cottage, 148 Thunder Lane, Thorpe 
St Andrew 

TOP 
T1 multi-stemmed beech - carry out 20% crown reduction and 
10% crown thin.                                                                                       
T2 beech- carry out 20% crown reduction and 10%crown thin.  

04/12/2020 

20202285 The Old Hall, Saint James, Coltishall 211 
T1 oak - retain stem as high pollard bringing canopy to major 
union. 

Approved 

20202291 Co-op, Chartwell Road, Sprowston TPO 

T1 maple - reduce south spread from 6m to 4m and raise crown 
on the south side to 4m.                                                                   
T2, T3 & T5 horse chestnut - reduce south spread from 8m to 
6m and raise crown on south side to 6m.                                         
T4 sycamore - reduce south spread from 9m to 6.5m and raise 
crown on south side to 6m. 

Approved 
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20202293 10 Redcliffe Way, Brundall TPO 

T1 oak - reduce lateral branches by a 2m max up to height of 
10m (current spread 17m) in order to reduce likelihood of branch 
failure. Remove branch on northern portion of the crown with 
hazard beam back to main stem. 

Approved 

20202300 Oak House, 16A Hurn Road, Drayton TPO 

T1 pine - reduce crown spread to SE/SW direction to allow 4m 
clearance from property and interference of neighbouring 
property and reduce shading. Re-balance complete crown 
including over the road.                                                                  
T10 oak - tidy split limbs back to nearest growth points. 

07/12/2020 

20202306 
     and 
20202321 

8 Park Road, Wroxham 211 

T1 beech - crown raise to give 5-6m clearance under canopy. 
Prune foliage away from buildings and wires so there is no 
contact.  Weight reduce heavy branches by 1.5-2.5m to suitable 
growth points. Focusing on weight reduction rather than size 
reduction, we will not be affecting the overall dimensions of the 
tree. We will not be reducing overall height of the tree other than 
removing dead branches as the tree is now in a slow rate of 
decline with a steady Ganoderma growth at the base. 

Approved 

20202322 6 Bulwer Road, Buxton TPO 
T1 oak - reduce crown by 3-3.5m to reduce weight and to create 
a smaller crown. Current height 12m, current spread 16m-18m. 

04/12/2020 

20202323 Forge Cottage, Beech Road, Wroxham 211 
T1 chestnut - reduce height by 3-3.5m and remove epicormic 
growth.  Current height 16m.                                                             
T2 holly – remove. 

04/12/2020 

20202324 
Caenyard House, 26 Church Lane, 
Wroxham 

211 
T1 pine - 4m high: Remove to ground level.                                         
T2-T4 conifer - remove all between 2.5 - 4m tall. 

Approved 

20202326 Rickaree,10 Lawn Crescent, Thorpe End 211 
T1 horse chestnut – re-pollard to previous points, current height 
11m. 

Approved 

20202327 3 Bulwer Close, Buxton TPO 
T1 yew - crown reduce 2-2.5m. Current height 9.5m and spread 
8m. 

11/12/2020 

20202328 1B Hillside Avenue, Thorpe St Andrew TPO 
T1 beech - crown thin up to 10%. Lateral reduction of lower 
crown from 8m to 5.6m approx. 

Approved 

20202331 
Woodland at rear of 37 Delane Road, 
Drayton 

TPO Sycamore – diseased.  Remove. Approved 

20202342 9 Lime Tree Avenue, Thorpe St Andrew TPO 

T1 oak - showing signs of dieback and retrenchment. Reduce 
crown by 3m back to live growth points and remove deadwood 
as part of ongoing veteranisation and creating a lower crown. 
Current height 10m and spread 12m. 

Approved 

20202346 8 Wheatley Terrace, Salhouse 211 
T1 Norway spruce - reduce height by 2.5 - 3m, sides by 0.5 - 1m 
and crown raise to 2.5m. 

Approved 

20202348 10 Lodge Place, Thorpe St Andrew 211 

T1 holly - reduce height from 10m to 2-3m.                                         
T2 yew - reduce height from 6m to 2-3m.                                           
T4 yew - reduce height from 4m to 2m.                                          
T5 yew - reduce height from 3m to 2m.                                             
T7 & T9 conifers, T10 cypress and T11 sycamore – remove.           
T12 holly - reduce height from 8m to 2-3m.                                   
T17 conifer group – remove. 

Approved 

20202362 
The Old House, 15 Church Street, 
Coltishall 

211 Ash – fell (dieback). Approved 

20202365 6 Bulwer Close, Buxton TPO 
T1 oak - current height 13-14m, current spread 12-13m. Crown 
reduce by 2.5-3m. 

14/12/2020 

20202382 Kingston, 8 Lawn Crescent, Thorpe End 211 Horse chestnut – re-pollard to previous pollard point. Approved 

20202405 127 Norwich Road, Wroxham 211 

T1 conifer - 9m tall excessive shading. Fell..                               
T2 bay - 5m tall excessive shading – fell.                                    
T3 bay - 3m tall excessive shading – fell.                                     
T4 cherry - overhang by 3m, cut back to 2m because of 
encroachment of garden and excessive shading. 

Approved 

20202406 33 Church Road, Cantley TPO 
G1 row of limes behind 4 Oak Tree Close - reduce height from 
18m to 10m. 

21/12/2020 

20202409 Grafters Lodge, Marsh Road, Halvergate 211 Removal of tree numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 & 7. 23/12/2020 

20201411 32 Carter Road, Drayton TPO 
T1 silver birch - crown lift to 4.5m and reduce limbs towards 26 
Bone Road by 1.5m, from spread of 5m to 3.5m. 

23/12/2020 

20202412 
Ashford House, Hartwell Road, 
Wroxham 

211 
T1 & T2 holm oaks - current height 9-11m, current spread 10m – 
raise crowns to 3.5m from ground, reduce crown by 2.5 - 3m. 

Approved 

20202413 
Garden Cottage, 29 The Avenue, 
Wroxham 

211 T1 maple - fell and replant. Approved 
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20210014 
Broadland Business Park, Old Chapel 
Way, Postwick 

TPO 
T3927 oak - reduce in height by ⅓ of height on previous pollard.                                                                                              
T3892 lime - reduce back to approx0.5m below previous 
reduction point to remove decayed area in main stem. 

06/01/2021 

20210016 6B Westbourne Road, Coltishall TPO 

T1 to T7 common limes Tilia europea - large and mature.  
Reduce by 2-3m over extended limbs from 8-9m to 6m in line 
with previous reduction points. Removal of deadwood & 10% 
crown thin.                                                                                         
T8 common lime Tilia europea – fell.                                               
T9 to T14 common limes Tilia europea -- pollard back to 
previous growth / pruning points, leaving some secondary 
canopy to provide screening for neighbouring property                  
G2 - selective reduction of over-extended branches on group of 
3 silver birch in order to maintain healthy shape and form and 
provide clearance from structures. 

20/01/2021 

20210034 5 The Meadows, Aylsham TPO 
T1 oak - remove epicormic growth on main structural hubs and 
stem to clear roof of the neighbouring property by approx 2-3m 
by removal of the droppers. 

08/01/2021 

20210035 
Didworthy House, 10 Holman Road, 
Aylsham 

211 

Indian bean tree - reduce in height by 2m (from 10m approx) and 
lateral limbs need to be reduced by 1.5m (from 5m approx) 
maximum, together with tree being sympathetically re-shaped, 
while at the same time keeping it in proportion. 

Approved 

20210046 
St Mary's Church, The Street, South 
Walsham 

TPO 
T2 sycamore - remove deadwood and crossing branches. Raise 
canopy to 4m. (T1 sycamore - permission granted) 

20/01/2021 

20210055 
Former Lingwood County First School, 
Chapel Road, Lingwood 

TPO 

Works to trees in G2; 
T1, T2, T3, T4 & T5 birch;T8, T10 & T17 oak; and T12 spindle – 
remove.                                                                                             
T11 & T15 field maple - pollard to 2.5m.                                            
T9 oak - crown thin by no more than 20%.                                              
T14 apple - reduce branches growing to south to main stem.       
T16 field maple - crown lift to 5m. 

Approved 

20210057 
Estate Barn, Blickling Hall, Blickling 
Road, Blickling 

211 

T1 oak - reduce to monolith due to advanced acute oak decline 
in crown.                                                                                          
T2 cherry - fell due to advanced decay in stem at union.            
T3 oak - fell due to damage caused by T1 to archaeological 
structure. (brick kilns).                                                                     
T4 chestnut - fell due to major limb loss in crown.                          
T5 chestnut - fell due to advanced honey fungus. (neighbouring 
tree has fallen in recent storms).                                                         
T6 oak - fell due to included bark at union showing signs of 
failure. 

Approved 

20210058 Xemxija, Palmers Lane, Aylsham 211 

1) Persian ironwood - reduce height from 7m to 5.5m, crown 
radius spread to north and south from 4.5m to 3.5m and radius 
to west and east from 3.5 to 2.5m.                                                   
2) box elder – formative prune crown, reduce and shape crown 
back to healthier shoots; reduce height from 8m to 6.5m and 
crown radial spread from 3.5m to 3m.                                                
3) Portuguese laurel - reduce and shape into smaller natural 
form; reduce height from 5m to 4m and radius spread from 2m to 
1.5m.                                                                                            
4) ornamental holly - reduce and shape into smaller natural form; 
reduce height from 5m to 4m and radius spread from 1.5m to 
1m.                                                                                                
5) cypress – fell. 

Approved 

20210063 4A The Street, Brundall TPO 

T1 beech in G4 - current dimensions 19x8m; reduce all sides to 
6.5m.                                                                                                
T2 beech in G4 - current dimensions 11x6m; reduce all sides by 
1.5m. 

14/01/2021 

20210065 4 The Street, Brundall TPO 
G3 lime x 4 - re-pollard from 8x3m to approximately 4m in height 
to facilitate more light to properties 

14/01/2021 

20210073 66 Woodland Drive, Old Catton TPO Birch – fell. 18/01/2021 

20210074 Threeways, The Moor, Reepham 211 T1 eucalyptus – fell. Approved 

20210079 
Keys Hill Lodge, Keys Hill Drive, 
Wroxham 

211 
T1 oak - reduce stem from 13-14m in height to 7-8m to prevent 
failure and it falling into driveway of no.51 

14/01/2021 

20210080 Spindrift, 20 Lower Street, Salhouse 211 
T1 holly – remove,                                                                          
T2 fir - current height 7-8m and spread 5m, reduce crown by 1-
1.5m to shape and balance and crown raise to 3-3.5m. 

13/01/2021 

20210082 
The Hollies, 13 Parkside Drive, Old 
Catton 

211 
Leylandii - current approx height 20m, reduce to a height of 6m. 
Holly - fell and re-plant. 

19/01/2021 

20210083 
The Paupers Grave Site, land adjacent to 
Mill Close, Aylsham 

TPO 
T1, T2 & T3 oak - reduce laterals back from adjoining properties 
by 2m approx, current length of laterals are 5 - 10m approx. 

Approved 
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20210092 
Garth En Wold, 36 Woodland Drive, 
Thorpe End 

211 

T1 silver birch - remove 2/3 branches hanging towards property. 
T2 holly - reduce height to 2m approx.                                           
T3 hedge - dying, remove and replace.                                             
T4 horse chestnut - remove 

19/01/2021 

20210094 Benvenuto, 24 Lower Street, Salhouse 211 

Oak - carry out a 4-6m crown reduction to help reduce future 
wind damage. To raise crown by 5m to remove epicormic 
regrowth and excessive shading. To remove limb on south side 
to balance tree and avoid splitting in heavy winds. 

15/01/2021 

20210100 1 Kingsdale, Lingwood TPO 

T1 oak - broken branch  hanging over garden needs removing 
and tree condition will need addressing to see if there is any 
further damage due to broken branch. Unbalancing as a result 
will need addressing.                                                                     
T2 oak closest to road - unbalanced and will need work on crown 

20/01/2021 

20210101 15 Earnshaw Court, Thorpe St Andrew 211 

T1 whitebeam – 1.5m crown reduction and crown lift to 3m to 
reduce impact on parking, neighbouring building and garden all. 
Current spread 5m reduce to 3m.                                                     
T2 cherry – 2.5m reduction of northern portion of crown over 
close/ parking area in order to provide adequate clearance for 
vehicles. Current spread 5m reduce to 3m.                                   
T3 sycamore - crown lift to 6m and reduce western portion of 
tree by 1.5m in order to balance slight crown bias caused by 
suppression from neighbouring tree and to reduce impact of 
excessive shading and conflict on garden and outbuilding. 
Current spread on western portion of crown 7m reduce to 5.5m. 

20/01/2021 

20210102 
The Old Hermitage, 36A High Street, 
Coltishall 

211 T2 & T2 sycamores - re-pollard. 20/01/2021 

20210112 
1 The Stables, Hospital Road, Little 
Plumstead 

TPO 

T1 & T2 sycamore – fell.                                                                
T3 sweet chestnut - reduce over-extended branch on south-
easterly side of crown by 2m (from 7m to 5m) in order to reduce 
end loading. 

21/01/2021 

20210113 Ollands Farm, Ollands Lane, Heydon 211 

T1 oak – fell.                                                                                      
T2 cherry - remove overgrown hedging plants from internal of the 
tree. Current height approx 9m.                                                  
T3 beech - crown lift to 2.5m, remove two branches. Current 
height approx 17m.                                                                           
T4 hawthorn - fell. Current height approx 4.5m.                                 
G1 roadside trees x 12 mainly ash - crown clean, crown raise 
paddock side by approx 3m and roadside to approx 4m. Remove 
intertwined overgrown hedge growth and fell one tree with ash 
die back. Current varying heights from approx 6m to 18m. 

18/01/2021 

20210115 Rasdens, The Street, Halvergate 211 Crab apple - pollard to 2.5 m. 21/01/2021 

20210119 15 Birchwood, Thorpe St Andrew TPO 

T1 oak - 1.5m reduction of eastern, northern and southern 
portions of crown and a 2.5m reduction on lower scaffold branch 
growing on western portion of crown with a focus on reducing 
end loading to alleviate the chances of failure to give a height of 
18.5m and crown spread of 14.5m (current height 20m and 
spread 17m). Pruning of storm damaged branches back to 
parent unions. 

22/01/2021 

20210120 16 Birchwood, Thorpe St Andrew TPO 

T1 silver birch - crown lift to 2.5m and reduce over extended 
branches by 1.5m.                                                                         
T2 Norway maple - reduce over extended branches by 2m.          
T3 oak - prune back storm damaged branches to parent unions. 
Reduce over extended branch on south-eastern portion of crown 
by 2m and reduce northern portion of crown by 1.5m in order to 
reduce the increased exposure caused by storm damage.          
T4 cherry - reduce northern portion of crown by 1m in order to 
balance the crown and alleviate conflict with neighbouring 
Portuguese laurel.                                                                        
T5 Prunus spp - reduce extremities on southern and north-
eastern portions of crown by 2m back to parent branch unions. 

22/01/2021 

21210124 Ridge Cottage, Beech Road, Wroxham 211 T1 hazel - current height 6.5m, reduce by 2-2.5m. 19/01/2021 

20210136 21 Broadgate, Taverham TPO 
TP8 & TP9 oaks - to be lopped, as per the work to TP7 in same 
row adjacent to Fakenham Road. 

25/01/2021 

21210137 
Edgewood, 16 South Avenue, Thorpe St 
Andrew 

TPO 

T1 Douglas fir - reduce extremities of crown by 2-3m, crown 
clean, remove a maximum of 10% of branches making sure no 
major branches are removed and left for natural bracing, removal 
of major deadwood and pruning of snapped out branches back 
to parent unions/main stem. 

25/01/2021 

21210144 
Sir George Morse Park, Laundry Lane, 
Thorpe St Andrew 

TPO 
T5 oak - crown lift of 3m, retrenchment by drop crotching of 
branches of 2m (average branch length of 9m) and crown thin to 
a maximum of 15%. 

21/01/2021 
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20210147 16 Gowing Road, Hellesdon TPO 
T1 beech - reduce height by 20% from 10.5m to 8.5m and width 
12m to 9.7m. 

20/01/2021 

20210148 101 The Paddocks, Old Catton TPO Oak - reduce overhanging branches by 1-2m. 20/01/2021 

20210149 1 Manor Close, Buxton TPO Sycamore - reduce by 2-3m about 8 branches. 20/01/2021 

20210150 14 Harvey Lane, Thorpe St Andrew 211 

T1 holly - reduce height by 20% from 10.5m & width 4.5m to 
height 8.5m and width 3.6m.                                                             
T3 oak reduce height by 40% from 10.5m & width 7.5m to 
height 6m and width 4.3m. 
T4 sycamore crown lift to 6m to remove low lateral limb 
overhanging Harvey Lane 

20/01/2021 

20210151 101 Fakenham Road, Taverham TPO 

T1 birch - reduce by 20% height from 12m to 9.7m and width 
from 7.5m 6m. Reduce large secondary limb by 50%, removing 
around 3.6m in length.                                                                      
T2 birch – fell. 

20/01/2021 

20210152 Grove House, Blickling Road, Aylsham 211 

Oak - reduce by approx 2.5m (height and spread is approx 25m) 
Lateral limbs to be reduced by 2.5m approx. Sympathetically re-
shape crown to maintain amenity value. Remove deadwood.          
Conifer in rear garden - reduce height from 15m to 12m approx. 

21/01/2021 

20210154 26 Mayton Avenue, Frettenham TPO T2 oak – fell. 20/01/2021 

20210157 
The Stables, Ranworth Road, South 
Walsham 

TPO 

T1 & T2 oaks -crown raise to 7m to allow traffic / plant to pass 
through without causing damage. Crown clean and deadwood. 
Reduce lower and middle lateral branches on northern side of 
crown from 7m to 5m to balance out crown, reduce risk of 
damage on adjacent buildings and residents’ vehicles. 
(Branches have snapped and fallen on building in the past).        
T2 oak - dismantle and fell due to excessive rot in main union. 
One major limb has already failed, leaving two precarious limbs. 
The heartwood was found to be extremely dry and rotten. The 
residual wall has, in parts, failed. Ganoderma spp are present. 

27/01/2021 

20210165 Burgh House, Burgh Road, Aylsham 211 
T1 & T2 sycamores - reduce lateral limbs by approx 2.5m from 
adjoining property to suitable pruning points. Limbs are currently 
approx 4-6m long. 

22/01/2021 

20210167 
First Taverham Scout Headquarters, 
Sandy Lane, Taverham 

TPO 

T1 goat willow - pollard adjacent to neighbours’ property. Current 
height approx 9m.                                                                       
T2 beech - cut back low branch overhanging neighbours’ garage 
T3 sycamore - clear fallen tree.                                                    
T4 cherry – fell.                                                                           
T5 oak - reduce lower branch overhanging doctors’ surgery.         
T6 oak - reduce lower branch overhanging car park. 

26/01/2021 

Explanatory Notes: 

1) App No is the unique Broadland District Council Planning Application number allocated to the application to carry out work and is the number by 
which progress of the application may be traced.  Any comment, objection, support or request for information should quote this number. 

2)  Address is the address to which the application for work relates.  In other words, it is the address where the trees for which the application is made 
are located.  

3) Cat (ie Category) denotes the type of application.  TPO = works to trees subject to a Tree Preservation Order; or 
                                                                             211 = Section 211 Notifications for Works to Trees Within Conservation Areas 

4)   Species / Requested Works is the species of the tree(s) concerned and details of the work proposed.  A reference such as T1, T2 or G1 may also 
appear and that is simply a reference to the tree(s) on the TPO, Conservation Order or simply on the application. 

5) Decision is either the date on which the application was received by Broadland District Council or the actual decision. 

6) This list is not intended to be a definitive list of all the relevant details.  The reader should always refer to the specific application on the Broadland 
District Council “Planning Explorer” at https://secure.broadland.gov.uk/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/GeneralSearch.aspx to view the application or 
read the Council’s decision. 

 
 

Don’t Forget !!  
 

The deadline for your orders for trees 
for this season is 28 February 2012 


