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The Broadland Tree Warden Network is now in it’s fourth year.

However, we have overcome those difficulties and are now 
stronger than ever. 

Here in Brundall I like to think that we have it just right.

A strong Tree Warden Network working with an enthusiastic 

and environmentally conscious Parish Council to achieve 
great success.

Pressures from within and outside the Network have 
detracted somewhat from what we all really wish to achieve. 



Today we have 36 Tree Wardens

That is 39.7%

We cover 25 of Broadland’s 63 parishes

That is two less than at this time last year

6 parishes are not interested in supporting the Network

So we have lots of scope for improvement!!



26 applications were submitted.

3 were split decisions allowing part of the works.

2 applications are outstanding.

5 were withdrawn. 

Just 1 was rejected.

So, just 3.8% were rejected. 

15 applications were approved.

Last year Brundall saw more applications for permission 
to carry out works on protected trees than ever before.



Without doubt this Network’s greatest achievement has 
been its selection to head the Sentinel Treescapes Project.

A Defra funded research project where we work with Fera, 
Newcastle University and, of course, The Tree Council.

Although the recent gales felled a few ash trees and 
damaged the sensors!

Following several months of discussion, negotiation and 
trial runs we are now fully operational.

It is based at Burlingham Woods.



This is a pilot project and the intention is that it 

will eventually be rolled out to all Tree Warden 
Networks across the UK.

Sensors are attached to trees as shown 

opposite and record all movements in the 

tree, weather conditions, etc, with all data 

then being automatically transmitted to a 
local hub.

Our Tree Wardens check the rechargeable 

battery levels on an on-line dashboard and 

change the batteries as and when necessary. 

We also carry out visual inspections which we 
record on a mobile ‘phone app.

Broadland Tree Wardens are at the 
forefront of arboricultural research.



Our Network’s largest ever project is the thinning and 
management of Low Farm Wood, here in Brundall.

It is ambitious and very challenging.

The wood has never been managed before and 
became a dark and foreboding place.

Together with the Parish Council we are now 
managing a massive project to improve the woodland.



Thinning …

… with bowsaws and 
chainsaws.

Chipping the arisings …

... to make safe footpaths.



It’s hard and challenging work …

… but very rewarding.

It will be an asset to Brundall for many years to come.

However, we need younger people to take an active 
interest in such valuable conservation work.

That is why we will work with pupils from Brundall 

Primary School during 2022-2023, both educating 

them and increasing their knowledge of conservation 
and how much fun it can be.



We planted a line of oaks and maples at 
the northern end of the Countryside Park.

They are to commemorate the 70th 
Jubilee of HM Queen Elizabeth II.



It is Brundall’s own Jubilee Line.



During the 2021-2022 planting 

season Broadland Tree Warden 
Network planted 950 trees.

140 of those were planted in 

Brundall … as pictured here with 

our Thorpe St Andrew colleague 

Joanne Collins planting a 

hornbeam Carpinus betulus in 
Low Farm Wood.

We also funded 13 of our Tree 

Wardens on first aid and tree 
safety inspection courses.



As you know, last year the Network 

carried out extensive tree and hedge 
planting in the cemetery.

It proved to be very popular with 
parishioners.

Indeed, it proved so popular that 

somebody helped themselves to one of 

the field maple Acer campestre we had 
planted.

We have replaced the tree.



During 2021-2022 the Network supplied to Brundall, free of 
charge, 140 trees and shrubs plus accessories.

That was … Trees and shrubs = £614.85

Tree chippings for pathway relocation in Low 
Farm Wood = £400

Tree stakes, canes, guards and ties = £245.65

Making a total of £1,260.50



Norfolk County Council has pledged to plant one million trees.

They requested the help of Tree Wardens to plant them.

So regretfully we shall not be working 

with Norfolk County Council

… and anyway we already had a tree planting budget from Broadland 
District Council!

However, the process for obtaining trees was far too complicated …



During 2022-2023 we shall continue our work in Low Farm Wood ...

… but we doubt if we can complete it all.

That will be during the year after.



We plan to re-plant the community 
orchard in the Countryside Park.

We shall plant old Norfolk varieties 
of apple, pear, cherry and plum.

It will be a great asset to our 
wonderful village.



… continue to protect Brundall’s magnificent trees…

… and of course, we shall ...

… and provide free advice to parishioners.



Thank You Brundall


