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BUCKENHAM WOODS – THOUGHTS ON THEIR FUTURE  
 
Background: This document has been drafted to inform an informal meeting of Strumpshaw and its neighbouring 
parish councils about a plot of land within Buckenham Woods that Strumpshaw Parish Council has been invited to 
purchase. The purpose of the meeting is to share SPC’s interests and learn about the interests of neighbouring 
parishes, with a view to identify potential opportunities to work together. Nothing in this document is in stone, it is 
purely for discussion and any visionary statements will be subject to direct consultation with relevant stakeholders as 
this initiative progresses. The following information may be helpful, together with the maps overleaf: 
1. Buckenham Wood lies entirely within Strumpshaw Civil Parish boundary (Map 1). It is a County Wildlife Site [2146].  
2. The landowner of the middle plot (7.4 acres) of Buckenham Wood has invited Strumpshaw Parish Council to 

purchase it, rather than put it on the open market. SPC already owns about one third of the wood; and the 
remaining third was privately bought recently from the same landowner to conserve the woods (Map 2). 

3. Given that SPC does not have any funds available to buy the land, let alone commit to its long-term management 
costs, a Trust initiative provides a mechanism to realize the vision outlined below. 

4. Lingwood & Burlingham Civil Parish boundary abuts two-thirds (c. 500m) of the northern boundary of Buckenham 
Wood and all of its eastern boundary (c. 250 m). A majority of people using the woodland are thought to be from 
Lingwood and the main access to the woodland from the north is via a footpath located within Lingwood & 

Burlingham Civil Parish boundary. A survey to identify who are the users (i.e. their parish), whether or not 
they support purchasing the woodland, and whether or not they would contribute money or time to the 
initiative  is underway. 

____________________________________ 

The ancient woodlands of Buckenham, with their stunning abundance of bluebells in spring, are protected 
and enjoyed by local communities and from further afield in perpetuity, in acknowledgement of this 
outstanding remnant of local natural heritage that supports biodiversity and nurtures physical, mental and 
spiritual well-being through a range of quietly enjoyed activities. 
The woodlands are valued, appreciated and respected by their neighbouring communities as a beautiful, 
tranquil landscape where young and old may walk, observe and learn from nature, play in suitable parts of 
the wood and spend time with their pets. The woodlands, renowned for their bluebells, are also visited by 
many others from further afield who are inspired by their beauty, the friendliness of other users  and their 
effective upkeep. Local communities are proud of their heritage and engaged in its management; and all 
users behave responsibly in accordance with the management policies in place. 

The woodlands, comprising three plots owned by a private landowner (8 acres), Strumpshaw Parish 
Council  (8 acres) and the proposed Buckenham Wood Trust (7.4 acres), respectively,  are managed 
holistically as a single entity of 23.4 acres under an integrated plan jointly agreed by the three owners and 
their respective local communities.   

The management of the entire Buckenham Woods will be planned for a given period (e.g. 5-10 years), with 
inputs from all stakeholders to accommodate the interests of the landowners and their respective 
communities. The plan will be designed in ways that address the long-term interests of nature and its 
enjoyment by local communities and visitors from elsewhere. The design will need to be informed by 
biodiversity and forest Health & Safety surveys; and developed in close alliance with neighbouring 
communities and other partners having key interests in the educational, research, well-being and other 
outdoor opportunities to enjoy these woodlands. 

The three types of ownership (private, conservation-minded ownership; Strumpshaw Parish Council (SPC), 
with its emphasis on conserving the bluebell woods for their enjoyment by local communities; and a new 
Trust set up to purchase and manage the third, remaining plot for conservation and community enjoyment) 
potentially provide opportunities for having different activities in different parts of the woods to meet 
different stakeholder interests. For example, the private plot is already protected for conservation purposes 
and might also afford opportunities for research and monitoring of the ancient woodland and its bluebells, 
subject to consent from the owners; a wide range of appropriate activities that focus on community benefits 
may be prioritised for SPC’s plot; and a mix of conservation and quiet enjoyment activities might be 
prioritised for the area to be purchased by a Trust. The diversity of ownership also provides for wider 
networks from which to source funds and other resources, such as volunteers, over the longer term.  

Fundamentally, Buckenham Woods are enjoyed and cared for by communities connecting proactively and 
responsibly with their natural environment; and their management is sustained.  
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Map 1 Buckenham Woods lie entirely within Strumpshaw Parish and abut the Broads National Park to the south. 

About two thirds of the northern boundary abuts Lingwood & Burlingham Civil Parish. 

 
Map 2 The ancient woodland of Buckenham comprises three woods under different ownership. 

  


