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Minutes of the Meeting of Brundall Parish Council
Held on Monday 23rd November 2020 at 19:00 
online via Zoom

	Present:	
Chairman: Cllr K Wilkins
Cllr J Warns, Cllr J Warne, Cllr J Mickelburgh, Cllr G Abbott, Cllr L Britt, Cllr G Buckley, Cllr A Bonham, Cllr M Savory, Cllr C Whitehouse, Cllr P Gabillia
Parish Clerk(s): S Smyth, C Dickson

	
	Details
	Action

	
	Housekeeping
The Chairman asked those attending the meeting to mute themselves when they weren’t speaking to minimise the background noise.
The Coronavirus Act 2020 allows all Local Authorities to hold meetings via video link. Any decisions made via this setting are legally made.
The Chairman advised members of the public of the procedure for them speaking at Meetings of the Parish Council.  
Attendees may be muted and/or removed from the meeting if necessary.
	

	2020-0153
	Apologies for Absence 
None received.
Grant Nurden has resigned as a Parish Councillor in order to be able to focus on his business and his District Council work.  This means there is now a vacancy, which will be advertised as per the procedures via BDC and the Council co-option policy.
	

	2020-0154
	Declarations of Disclosable (DPI) or Non-Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (NDPI)
None received.
	

	2020-0155
	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
It was resolved, with 1 abstention, that the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 26th October 2020 be approved.
	

	2020-0156
	Actions from the Minutes (Not on the Agenda)
2020-0136 - Cllr Buckley leaving the meeting whilst the Snowy’s grant application was considered - the Deputy Clerk checked the meeting recording and Cllr Buckley did leave the meeting whilst the Snowy’s grant application was approved.  Suggested amended wording, in italics, would be “Cllr Buckley returned to the meeting to confirm that the structure could be made to be moveable.  Cllr Buckley left the meeting whilst the grant application for £200 to Snowy’s was unanimously approved.”  This was agreed.
2020-0143 - Sports Hub land transfer - on agenda
2020-0146 - Parish Partnership application - on agenda
2020-0149 - wheelie bin on Church Lane - on agenda
2020-0149 - Remembrance Services risk assessments - completed
2020-0150 - 26 Cucumber Lane planning application - no issues
	

	2020-0157
	Public Participation
CCllr Andrew Proctor gave an update from Norfolk County Council: the budget proposals are out to consultation.  There is still a gap to be filled to get to a balanced budget so there is still work to be done. We are waiting to hear what is in the Government budget statement this week.  Another determinant of the budget is the Local Government settlement, which tends to arrive just before Christmas.
There is still a huge amount of Covid work going on but most of NCC front line services kept going: schools, recycling centres, fire and rescue service, and the gritters have been out already. We have kept the Adult Education service going, most of it now online. 2 new recycling centres are proposed.  A lot has been done to support business, a collective effort with the District Councils and the LEP. 
There seems to be a bigger prevalence of scams at the moment. Therefore the Trusted Trader scheme is important at the moment.  Other work ongoing includes the Long Stratton bypass and the 3rd crossing in Great Yarmouth.  
The Covid situation is still dominating everything. Lockdown release on the 2nd December and further information about the stronger Tiering system this week. Hopefully Norfolk will still be in Tier 1.  
After all the work that was done by everyone it was a real shame to lose the QL appeal, and in the way the inspector described the decision and the constant reference to the Local Plan, which prompted my letter of response.
Cllr Wilkins asked if there was any indication which tier we will be in.  It is not clear the area covered by ‘Regional’ Tiers.  Cllr Proctor expects it to be County level not District level and hoping it is Countywide not Regional (eg East Anglia).
A member of the public asked if there was any way of contesting the QL Appeal decision.  Cllr Proctor confirmed that a judicial review would be the next course of action, and taking it to the High Court would be far too expensive.
DCllr Nurden gave an update from Broadland District Council: I have had a conversation with Rebecca Grattan, who expressed great sadness that the QL planning decision had been overturned at appeal as she had voted for the refusal. She is still in Prague until after Christmas. The review of the Ward Members grant is still continuing.  Cabinet opted to leave it unchanged, however that decision was called in by the Overview and Scrutiny Committee, which have reviewed it again and it will be going back to Cabinet for a final decision. The Community at Heart Award ceremony can be viewed on the BDC YouTube channel. Council Tax budget talks have started.
DCllr Sue Prutton:  I was very honoured and proud to attend your Remembrance Sunday Service and to lay a wreath on behalf of the District Council.  And I was happy to add my voice of support to the Parish Partnership bid for a zebra crossing.
2 members of the public spoke about the problems they have with traffic going over the speed bump outside the charity shop causing damage to their house.  They were advised by Highways that if the Parish Council supports relocating or removal then action could be considered.  The volume and speed of the traffic affects the whole village. Clerk to update CCllr Proctor on the issues.*
	


























*Clerk

	2020-0158
	Co-option of a new Councillor
The casual vacancy was advertised. 3 candidates were interviewed and Phil Gabillia was recommended by the interview panel. The Council resolved, with one abstention, to accept the recommendation.  The Clerk emailed Mr Gabillia the Declaration of Acceptance, which he signed and showed to the meeting.
	

	2020-0159
	Recommendation to add Cllr Whitehouse to the membership of CDROB
The Council approved the recommendation of CDROB to add Cllr Whitehouse to its membership.
	

	2020-0160
	Chairman’s Report given by Cllr Wilkins
Firstly, I would like to extend a welcome to Phil Gabillia and congratulate him on his appointment as a Brundall Parish Councillor. We look forward to working with you Phil
Secondly, I must also express my appreciation to Grant Nurden for all the years of service he has given to this council since 2008, including serving as Chairman. We will miss his experience and wise counsel and understand his reasons for standing down as a parish councillor to focus on his business and role as a District Councillor. Thank you Grant.
We know that 2020 has been an unprecedented year for many reasons, but it was fitting and entirely appropriate that we were still able to hold a ceremony on both Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day. We are fortunate to have the memorial shards at the cemetery site and a socially distanced wreath laying was held on both dates. I was honoured to lay wreaths on behalf of the Parish Council. I must also give my thanks to Revd Peter Leech for leading the ceremonies.
Since we last met as a Parish Council we have received the result of the Planning inquiry appeal in relation to Land East of the Memorial Hall and, as we are all aware the appeal was allowed. This is a very disappointing outcome for the village. I would like to place on record my appreciation not just to this council and other elected representatives but to all those members of our community who put so much time, effort and commitment in to opposing the proposal. The ultimate planning appeal decision should not take anything away from the cases prepared and put forward in opposition to the plans
 As you know I sent an email to all Councillors after the appeal notice was issued setting out my thoughts and this has been published on our website. I won’t repeat the contents of my email tonight, but putting aside my disappointment, we do now have clarity as a Council as to the opportunities for improving our recreational offer and looking ahead to the future. For as long as I can remember, I have spoken about the ‘what if’s’ as we did not know how the Berryfields development or the QL application for Land East of the Memorial Hall, which ran for some time in parallel, would be finalised. We now know that will be shortly able to take forward the Sports Hub now that preparations for construction have started. We also know that recreational land, and some financial contribution, once the Section 106 developer agreement have been signed, will be made available for what has been called a Village Green and Country Park. We now need to focus on how to take forward the recreational opportunities on Land East and I have asked Lawrence as CDROB chair if his committee can now focus on options for the Land East. 
This has been a challenging time, and will continue to be so with COVID for some time to come, but I am confident that as a community we will pull together and deliver the best possible outcome we can for our community
 Stay safe
	

	2020-0161

	Committee Reports
Land Management Committee’s Report given by its Chairman Graham Abbott
We had a busy last meeting covering a lot of matters so this is a brief overview of recent activities.  
The allotments: a new tenancy agreement was discussed and it was agreed it simplified the current documents and covered some recent issues and will be sent to the Advisory & Scrutiny Committee.  
Cemetery: thanks to the good work of Richard Farley the vandalised WW2 bench has been repaired and will be re-sited as soon as is practicable.  The Committee deferred the purchase of a new recycled bench.
Cremer’s Meadow: work to improve the water level in the pond was discussed and 3 quotes were considered, with 1 being accepted.  It was agreed that half the cost will come from this year’s budget and half from next.  The benefits of this project will be safer working when unblocking the pond outlet, improved water level control in fluctuating weather conditions, and improved water quality in the pond. This should result in an increased biodiversity in and around the pond
The Countryside Park continues to flourish under Tim Strudwick’s guidance. This Autumn the trees are looking great and as they mature they are gaining some height. The unmown areas have really encouraged the wild flowers this year. We discussed a new noticeboard and will be approaching the Co-op for some funding.
Smaller areas: 3 quotes were discussed to repaint the Meadow View play equipment, and one chosen. The bouncers in the Memorial Hall play area have been replaced.
Church Fen: the Clerk will be looking for funding to replace the boardwalk if it is decided this is necessary in the future.  The Broads Authority were unwilling to pay rent for the quay area, therefore the Committee recommends remaining with status quo on the lease. The BA will maintain the quay heading and 10m back from the quay.
Low Farm Wood: works are stopped. There is no formal agreement for maintenance of the wood or the permissive path.  The Clerk will be contacting County Farms to investigate this.
To safeguard our volunteers all working parties have been suspended due to the current Covid restrictions.
CDROB Report given by its Chairman Lawrence Britt
I would like to welcome Chris Whitehouse to CDROB.  As a committee we need to involve more members of the public as there were none in attendance.  
We reflected on the Draft Letter of Intent but are still waiting for further information.  
We were disappointed in the LEMH decision.  However the meeting considered some possibilities and the potential going forward. 
Communication was a big topic of discussion and it was thought should be a key function of the committee. Feedback from the meeting was that although the Council is working very hard it could do better at telling residents what it is working on and asking for opinions. Cllrs Savory and Whitehouse were asked to audit the streams of communication. The current methods of communication are the notice boards, website, Facebook/Social Media and the Yare Valley Voice. The Clerks do a great job keeping the information up to date however, as always, there are some opportunities for the Council to explore. With a marketing strategy it is always good to start with an anchor point to build the strategy around. The website is packed with information but it is a bit noisy when first looked at. A weekly bulletin on the home page would make it easy to access the most recent information.  Facebook has lots of Broadland information but limited Parish Council information. There are ways to make Social Media posts stand out more. Cllr Savory and the Clerk investigated online survey tools and preferred Google forms, which can be extrapolated on to Google sheets.  The Council is about to go through a very busy time and the ability to gather information and opinions from the community, via all our communication streams, will be of great use.
CDROB discussed a change of name for the committee with the suggestion of Recreation & Wellbeing Committee for Brundall. Terms of Reference will need to be drawn up but the idea is that it will advise and coordinate all recreation and wellbeing opportunities in Brundall and support communication between the community and Council.  
A possible budget and cycleways were touched on at the end of the meeting.
Advisory Committee
Cllr Warne detailed the changes to each document presented:
· Aims of the Countryside Park document
· Footway Street-light policy for new estates
· Advisory and Scrutiny Terms of Reference
· Cremer’s Meadow Policy Statement
· New Website Accessibility Statement for the Council
It was resolved to approve all the new and amended documents.
The Allotment Finance Policy was deferred for further refinement.
Cllr Wilkins thanked the Committee, Cllrs Warne and Mickleburgh and Grant Nurden, for all the work they put into looking at the policies.  It is very much appreciated.
There is a vacancy on the Committee.  Cllr Warns, as Vice Chair of the Council, will join until a replacement can be appointed.
	















	2020-0162
	Land East of the Memorial Hall
The Council noted that the appeal has been allowed but there is still work to do.  The draft S106 agreement would gift 3ha of land for a village green and 7ha for a country park.  Further discussions will be held but as the Council is not a signatory there is work to be done to make sure the land and money are delivered. CDROB will take forward the planning of the land to look at what we can develop.
	

	2020-0163
	Update on the Sports Hub
A summary on many pages (SOMP), created by Cllr Whitehouse, had been circulated to Councillors. It gives the strategic position, vision statement, and mission statement for the project, and includes the costs, deliverables, benefits and key risks.  It is a good summary on what we have done and are aiming to do. It was received and noted by the Council. It is an evolving document depending on the status of the project at any one time.  It can be used as part of the Council’s communication strategy and shared on the website. The Chairman thanked Cllr Whitehouse for his work on the document.
	


	2020-0164
	Report by the Memorial Hall liaison - Cllr Bonham 
There have been several colourful meetings. The Trustees were disappointed with the LEMH decision. They welcome a closer working relationship with the Council to make sure we all serve the community together. 
Cllr Bonham was tasked with amending the constitution to make the Memorial Hall a Charitable Incorporated Organisation.
The Youth Shelter was discussed.  The previous Council trustee was going to take the front and sides off the shelter but this did not happen and doing so may incur a cost.  It was suggested it might be a good idea to get quotes and advice for the work as it might reduce the safety of the structure with the removal of several parts.
The virtual AGM will be held on Wednesday. A member of the public expressed concern that the correct Charity Commission rules had not been followed.
	

	2020-0165
	To consider the offer by the Broads Authority for a 21 year lease renewal  for the Church Fen moorings
Several possible amendments to the lease were put to the Broads Authority but they were not able to offer any changes. The status quo is they will maintain about 40m of quay heading and 10 back from the river.  They would be happy with a further 21 year lease.  The Council accepted the principle of the agreement and the draft lease will be presented to the Council when offered by the Broads Authority.
	


	2020-0166
	Highways
To approve the application for Parish Partnership funding for a zebra crossing
The draft Parish Partnership Funding bid for a zebra crossing for the school had been circulated to Councillors before them meeting.  It will be a flashing beacon crossing not with traffic lights.  The cost parameters are very wide, between £38,000 and £50,000, with a feasibility study in addition costing up to £8,000.  We have the support of the Highways engineer, our County Councillor and District Councillors.  It is affordable within our budget.
The Clerk was thanked for putting the bid together.  The deadline is the 4th December.  The Council unanimously approved the application.
	




	2020-0167
	Planning 
20202009 - Description: Variation of condition 1 of reserved matters application 20190604 to vary house types, corresponding to minor changes to layout and landscaping Location; Land at Yarmouth Road, Postwick/Brundall Application Type: Removal/Variation of a condition (S73).  The Council had no comments.
20202050 - Description : Amended application following planning permission 20190976 - Revised Design Considerations Location : The Shires, 38 Westfield Road,Brundall,NR13 5LF Application Type: Removal/Variation of a condition (S73). The Council had no objections.
20201977 – Description : Proposed alterations, refurbishment and extensions to existing 2 storey dwelling. Location : Fraydohn ,64 Cucumber Lane,Brundall,NR13 5QR. The Council had no objections.
	

	2020-0168
	Finance
Bills for payment for November 2020– £7,844.34 (see below).  The payments were approved, with 1 abstention, by the Council.  
The budget subgroup is meeting later this week.  Broadland have asked for submission mid January but have only provided the draft Band D figures so far.
The Church Lane residents have approved siting a wheelie bin for Church Fen rubbish just past the entrance to no 5, on the right hand side.  The Clerk is waiting for a reply from Revd Leech.  It was resolved to approve the new bin, subject to the agreement from the vicar and residents.
A grant application from Nexus for £250 towards the development of a community website was approved, with 1 abstention.
	







	
2020-0169
	
Clerk’s Correspondence
A letter from a resident regarding the speed table outside no 43 The Street was discussed.  Any changes to that traffic calming measure would have a knock on effect to the rest of the traffic calming along The Street therefore changes need to be looked at as a whole.  The Clerk will arrange a meeting with Paul Sellick, Highways engineer and the residents.*  The Clerk will also try to access old speed camera data to ascertain if levels of traffic movements have increased.
	



*Clerk

	2020-0170
	Items for the next Agenda Meeting of the Parish Council
Budget / Precept
Endorsement of the letter from CCllr Proctor to the QL Appeal Inspector
	

	2020-0171

	Date, time and venue of next Parish Council Meeting
14th December – 7pm online via Zoom
Meeting closed at 21.06
	

	

Signed as a true record …………………………………………….…….    Date ………………………… 
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	PAYMENTS FOR November 2020
	
	

	
	Net
	VAT
	Gross

	Parish clerk costs
	£4,875.40
	£0.00
	£4,875.40

	Office expense
	£85.24
	£9.03
	£94.27

	Telephone
	£32.00
	£6.40
	£38.40

	Room Hire
	£41.67
	£0.00
	£41.67

	Training
	£170.00
	£24.00
	£194.00

	Insurance
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00

	Annual Fees
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00

	Members Expenses
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00

	Grass cutting monthly contract
	£575.70
	£115.14
	£690.84

	Street Lighting
	£577.63
	£115.53
	£693.16

	Handyman and cleaning
	£450.00
	£0.00
	£450.00

	Repairs and Renewals
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00

	S106
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00

	Cemetery
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00

	Allotments
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00

	Countryside Park
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00

	Cremers
	£100.00
	£20.00
	£120.00

	Church Fen
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00

	Trees
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00

	Projects
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00

	Grants / Donations
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00

	S137
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00

	Legal
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00

	COVID-19 Grant
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00

	Refuse collection
	£646.60
	£0.00
	£646.60

	
	 
	
	

	Total expenditure
	£7,554.24
	£290.10
	£7,844.34

	
	
	
	

	RECEIPTS FOR November 2020
	
	

	Precept
	
	
	

	Cemetery
	£675.00
	
	

	Allotments
	£715.00
	
	

	S106
	
	
	

	VAT
	
	
	

	Donation
	£200.00
	
	

	Persimmon legal fund
	
	
	

	
	 
	
	

	Total Income
	£1,590.00
	
	

	Transfers to BDC Parish Deposit
	
	
	

	Bank balance as at 20/11/20
	£37,242.87
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