Broadland District Councillors Report for Brundall Parish Council Meeting – 22 September 2022

Cllr Davis has continued to highlight the lack of a safe crossing for active travel from Lingwood to North Burlingham in the plans for the A47 dualling from Blofield to North Burlingham.  He spoke at Lingwood and Burlingham Parish Council about the matter in August 2022 and on Radio Norfolk on 15 September. 

The discretionary element of the Energy Rebate Scheme for residents continues to be available until 30 November 2022.  Money is provided in partnership with the Warm Homes Team and the Benefits service and is to provide top-up payments to residents on low incomes who are struggling with their household energy bills.   Residents can email:
financialsupport@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk 

A new dog fouling and dog restrictions Public Space Protection Order under the Antisocial Behaviour Crime and Policing Act 2014 has been proposed which will cover the whole geographical area of Broadland for 3 yrs.  This requires people in control of dogs to clear up after them if they foul in/on any public/private land open to the air which the public have access to. Officers will conduct patrols in areas where fouling is reported to be occurring. 

BDC has appointed Community Capacity Builders, who are available to provide support to community groups. 

Community Safety priorities and issues have been looked at by BDC together with Norfolk Police.  Mental Health is to be added as a priority. 

BDC has reviewed Digital Connectivity in Norfolk.   In Summer 2022, 96% of Norfolk properties had superfast broadband.  Ultrafast fibre to the premises is gradually being rolled out and Norfolk have received government funding (Project Gigabit) to target approximately 11,000 properties that would otherwise be left behind. To check if you are an eligible homeowner or business for a Gigabit Broadband Voucher see: https://gigabitvoucher.culture.gov.uk/ 

It is important to note the UK landline system is changing. The old system will be phased out by December 2025. Landline phones will continue to operate, with modifications, connected through your existing broadband. If you do not have an internet connection or do not want a connection, you should be given the option to use a simple connection just for making calls. In the event of a power cut you will not be able to make calls. If you do not have a mobile, live somewhere where there’s no or poor signal, or depend on your landline, (e.g telecare, personal alarms) your phone provider should offer you a solution like a battery-operated handset to make emergency calls during a power cut.

The food waste service is being expanded to individual households within the whole of Broadland District from 3 October. It will be further expanded to cover all communal properties from November.  An information leaflet is being delivered to residents together with a social media campaign.   Residents joining the scheme will be issued with a 23L green outdoor food container and kitchen caddy with liners from 5 September.   Some residents will have changes to their rubbish and recycling collections (there are no changes to garden waste (brown bin) collections).  Affected households will receive a letter in the post informing them of any changes relating to them. 
Cllr Davis met with the Police and Crime Commissioner on 2 September and discussed speeding in rural villages and residents’ dissatisfaction with the lack of enforcement of speed limits.  Limitations on resources are an issue and the police are promoting community speedwatch teams.   There are 27 fixed-speed cameras across Norfolk, 2 large mobile speed vans and 2 smaller mobile speed vans for operating in rural villages. 2 additional small mobile speed vans will be purchased to respond to expressed concerns over speeding. Data from mobile SAM2 digital speed signs used by parish councils will be used more effectively to identify priority locations. Cllr Davis also raised the issue of crime statistics and the lack of Fraud and Scams figures in Norfolk data.  Fraud is dealt with by the City of London Police force centrally through “Action Fraud.”
There are plans to offer asylum seekers more accommodation in the Eastern region.   Broadland and S Norfolk plan to use hotels in their districts to provide contingency accommodation. 
The BDC Food Innovation Centre is nearing completion and will be promoted over a 2 day event on 22/23 September. 
A Love Local, Spend Local Christmas Campaign is being developed, and will launch early in October. 
There has been a rise in the numbers of people contacting the BDC Help Hub for assistance with the cost of living. BDC is administering the Energy Rebate scheme, issues food bank vouchers and provides payments from the Household Support Fund in conjunction with Norfolk County Council. The Financial Wellbeing Team also provides support. The Warm Homes Programme can install insulation and renewable heating systems to low-income residents living in energy inefficient homes. It also gives advice on saving energy and can mediate with energy companies on behalf of vulnerable residents.  BDC aims to identify households who are in most need and to respond quickly to that need. 

Cllr Laming attended the Accession Ceremony at Thorpe Lodge on 11 September. 

The updated Norfolk Strategic Flood Alliance Strategy has been ratified by cabinet at BDC.  The strategy was created by the Norfolk Strategic Flood Alliance (NFSA) in 2021 to bring relevant agencies together and identify actions (problem solving and preventative) to be taken to tackle flooding.  Lists of priority flooding sites have been identified which includes Norwich Road, Strumpshaw.  BDC has a Flood and Water Management Officer, Nathan Harris and will be appointing a Riparian Responsibilities Officer. 

The BDC Standards Committee will be reviewing 15 best practice recommendations from the Committee on Standards in Public Life and looking to recommend that the Council adopts the Local Government Association’s (LGA) new model Councillor Code of Conduct.  The matter of Civility in Public Life will also be considered. 

(Submitted by Cllr Jan Davis and Cllr Eleanor Laming, 23/09/22)
