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Recording and Livestreaming of Public Meetings Policy

This policy covers the recording of Parish Council meetings by members of public, and the Council itself recording public meetings. 

The term recording includes filming, audio recording and photography.

Parish Council Recordings
Please be aware that meetings may be recorded and livestreamed, and that the Parish Council’s camera(s) and microphone(s) may record and stream any comments you make during the meeting. If you do not wish to be recorded, please inform the Clerk prior to the meeting starting.

The Council will ensure that it is made clear to all attending that the meeting is being recorded, and whether or not it will be livestreamed or published publicly. 

The Councillors, Clerks and officers give permission to be recorded as part of their role. 

The Council will not later, amend or change the format or chronology of recordings, apart from when they are obligated to remove a member of the public’s recording, at their prior request. 

Public Recordings
The Council recognizes that the general public also have the right to record public meetings. This excludes confidential items where the public and press are excluded.

In line with national legislation, the filming, photographing and audio recording of public Parish Council and Committee meetings is permitted, under the Openness of Local government Regulations 2014. In additional to the rights of the press and public to attend. 

Any recordings must only relate to the public meeting itself and must not extend to anybody seating in the public section who does not form part of the proceedings. Filming, photographing or audio recording a member of the public without their prior express permission is not permitted. 

Anybody who wishes to film, photograph, or audio record a public meeting is asked to informed the Parish Clerk no less than 24 hours in advance. They must ensure that all recordings are clearly visible to anyone at the meeting and are non-disruptive.  

The Parish Council requests that anybody recording proceedings provides a balanced representation of the proceedings and does not edit the film or recording in such a way that could lead to misinterpretation of the proceedings or reflects only a single or particular point expressed at the meeting.

Termination or Suspension of Filming
Where the Chairperson of a relevant meeting considers that any filming, photographing, audio recording or social media reporting activity is causing a disruption the Chairperson has absolute discretion to stop or suspend the recording, if reasonable to do so. The person causing the disruption will be requested to take the appropriate action. Should the disruption continue, which makes orderly business impossible, the Chairperson will have the discretion to take whatever action he/she thinks appropriate in accordance with the Parish Council’s Standing Orders (eg adjourn the meeting). 
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