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Draft Minutes Environment Committee held on Thursday 14th November 2024 at 7pm at Brundall Memorial Hall

In attendance: Cllr Joe Warns (Chair), Cllr Gill Buckley, Tim Strudwick. 
Clerk: Claudia Dickson
Deputy Clerk: Clare Watkins
Members of the public: 0

1 Apologies for absence
Apologies were accepted for Cllr Graham Abbott, Chris Muskett and Eddie Wozniakowski  
2 Declarations of interest 
None.
3 Minutes of the last meeting 15th August 2024
The minutes were AGREED as a true and correct record of the meeting and signed by the Chair.
4 Updates from the last meeting
a) 084 -Terms of Reference for the Church Fen Working Group, created by the Land Management Committee, have been looked at by the Advisory and Scrutiny Committee and will now go to Full Council for approval.
b) 086 - The work at the pond in Brundall Village Park has now started, although slightly delayed due to Tim having a foot injury. A small amount of weed has been removed but the pond is deeper than originally thought. Any work that can be accomplished now is beneficial to saving open water.
c) 089 - There was positive feedback from the ecology department at the UEA, with any projects the students can undertake commencing in the spring. CM will remain in dialogue with the UEA.
d) 090 - The purchase of the Hedgehog Highway gaps is now complete, and they will be advertised on Social-Media, free of charge to anyone who wants one for their garden.
5 Public Participation
None.
6 Update on Biodiversity working group matter
a) The invertebrate fauna survey will be added to the website and a follow-up report will be carried out next year. 
b) Terms of Reference for the Biodiversity Working Group have been slimmed down following a review by the Advisory and Scrutiny Committee. The Environment Committee have agreed that any reference to a budget should say that is has been referred by the Environment Committee to the Land Management Committee. These Terms of Reference will go back to the Advisory and Scrutiny Committee and then to Full Council.
c) The Committee discussed how to best integrate environment/biodiversity issues into the development plans for the new Brundall Village Park. It was agreed that the creation of a management plan for the ‘Country Park’ area before the Council takes ownership of the land would mean the Council it can be prepared well in advance for what will be needed. And thinking about linking the area with Cremer’s Meadow now would also be a huge advantage for when the land is transferred. In order to achieve both of these it was suggested that the Brundall Village Park working group could include a member from the Biodiversity Working Group and the Friends of Cremer’s Meadow.  Cllr Warns will speak to Cllr Wilkins.
d) There is a need for additional specialists to join the Biodiversity Working Group in order for them to achieve all they want to. The Clerk will pass the contact details of a resident with suitable skills to the Biodiversity Working Group. Specific skills will be advertised for on Social-Media and the website.
7 Feedback from the SWECO meeting
Unfortunately the biodiversity funding from National Highways has been put on hold for the time being.  There is no timescale for it to be restarted.
8 To receive any update on the school pond
The school are not interested in assistance with the pond at present.
9 Items for the next Agenda
Draft management plans
Cremer’s Meadow Pond.
Brundall Village Park working group feedback
10 	Dates for the next meeting(s):
February 13th 2025

Meeting Closed: 19.49




Signed:							Date:
Minutes of the Brundall Parish Council Environment Committee held 14th November 2024 
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