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Draft Minutes Environment Committee held on Thursday 13th February 2025 at 7pm at Brundall Memorial Hall

In attendance: Cllr Joe Warns (Chair), Cllr Gill Buckley, Cllr Graham Abbott, Chris Muskett, Duncan Painter
Clerk: Claudia Dickson
Deputy Clerk: Clare Watkins
Members of the public: 2
1 Apologies for absence
Apologies were accepted for and Eddie Wozniakowski, Tim Strudwick  
2 Declarations of interest 
None.
3 Minutes of the last meeting 14th November 2024
The minutes were AGREED as a true and correct record of the meeting and signed by the Chair.
4 Updates from the last meeting
a) 6 c) integration of biodiversity into plans for Brundall Village Park
Cllr Warns spoke to Cllr Wilkins regarding the BWG having input into the plans but the Brundall Village Park Group do not feel this is necessary yet. The Biodiversity Working Group are keen to undertake more ecological work on the site before the land is handed over as it is a very important site. The BVP working group won’t discount what the BWG have to say although they are not yet ready for integration.
It was agreed it would be useful that a member from the Environment Committee is involved with the BVP group to ensure that the needs and aspirations of the residents are considered. 
Cllr Buckley requested that Cremer’s Meadow and the BWG be added to the agenda of the BVP, and that they might give an indication of when integration between the groups could commence. 
There will be a review of groups in May and Terms of Reference created for the BVP group. Cllr Warns will discuss this with Cllr Wilkins.
b) 6 d) Welcome Duncan Painter to the BWG.
5 Public Participation
None.
6 Update on Biodiversity working group matter
a) To receive an annual report for 2024.
A Power Point presentation was delivered by Chris Muskett explaining the annual report and detailing the BWG findings during the year and understanding what we have, to ensure we hold our position and continue to enhance it.by engaging with the community.
The annual report is on the website. 
Cataloguing the habitat of the green areas of Brundall is a tool that can be used to ensure nothing is lost in future planning and it will be integrated into the Neighbourhood Plan. The Council have a duty of care to “priority breeding birds” on the sites. 
To build on Community engagement Duncan has been in contact with the school regarding their pond and getting the children involved in auditing the biodiversity there.
It was agreed that there will be a public meeting in May to be held in the lounge at the Brundall Memorial Hall to get people interested in wild gardening to work with nature rather than against it and encourage a variety of species into their gardens, offering simple and practical suggestions. 
b) Proposal to Create Wildlife Pond at the Countryside Park
This was one of the prime recommendations from the 2023 study, that almost happened until the funding was pulled and the project is now on hold. It is an ecologically sound idea. The Clerks will seek permission from Norfolk County Farms regarding digging a pond before seeking any funding.   
c) To receive the approved Terms of Reference for the Biodiversity Working Group
The Terms of reference were approved by the Full Council.
d) To confirm the addition of Duncan Painter as a member of the Biodiversity Working Group and consider co-opting him to the Environment Committee
Cllr Warns proposed, Cllr Buckley seconded, all agreed. Welcome Duncan.   
7 To consider membership of the Church Fen Working Group
It was agreed that Tim Strudwick and Duncan Painter would join Cllr Tungate and Cllr Abbott on the Church Fen working group to oversee the Parish Council lead management plan.  
8 Draft Management Plans
The management plans are a work in progress. The Cremer’s Meadow management plan will be sent to the BWG for comments. Tim has almost finished the first draft of the Countryside Park Management.   
9 Cremer’s Meadow Pond
Eddie is in contact with the Norfolk Ponds Project awaiting decision regarding funding to create a suitable habitat for Great Crested Newts.
10 Items for the next agenda
Feedback from BWG
Church Fen Working Group
11 	Dates for the next meeting(s):
May 15th 2025

Meeting Closed: 20.23
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