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Draft Minutes Environment Committee held on Thursday 1st May 2025 at 7pm at Brundall Memorial Hall

In attendance: Cllr Joe Warns (Chair), Cllr Gill Buckley, Chris Muskett, Duncan Painter, Tim Strudwick
Clerk: Claudia Dickson
Deputy Clerk: Clare Watkins
Members of the public: 0
1 Apologies for absence
Apologies were accepted for Cllr Paul Wooldridge  
2 Declarations of interest 
None.
3 Minutes of the last meeting 13th February 2025
The minutes were AGREED as a true and correct record of the meeting and signed by the Chair.
4 Updates from the last meeting
6b) Norfolk County Farms Agreed in principle to a wildlife pond being created at the Countryside Park
Chris Muskett has heard via the Norfolk Wildlife Trust that there is funding for biodiversity projects through Norfolk County Council and Broadland District Council and has submitted the Biodiversity Working Group’s expression of interest in this.
5 Public Participation
None.
6 Update on Biodiversity working group matters
a)  Biodiversity Working Group membership changes
Due to personal reasons Eddie Wozniakowski has had to retire from the Working Group. This will be a big loss to the group and Brundall Parish Council would like to sincerely thank him for all his hard work
b) Brundall Biodiversity Enhancement Project
The Biodiversity Working Group have identified areas around the parish that could be worked on or just left alone to improve biodiversity. They identified far more than expected and wanted to run this by the Environment Committee to see if this is something they are interested in. It was AGREED that this will be taken to the Land Management Committee to bring back to the Environment Committee to enable the BWG to take this forward.
c) BWG Gardening event 17th May
The organisation for this event is going well.
7 To discuss the pathways around the Countryside Park, particularly regarding Park Run. Is sand still the solution? The grass isn’t going to grow back. Long-term solution for wear and tear. Could sand or mulch be used at the pedestrian entrance?
Tim Strudwick said there is no better alternative to using sand on the paths at the Countryside Park. The soil there is sandy and eventually the sand distributed will incorporate into the soil. Sand is a low impact solution and a natural choice if used appropriately. 
The best material to use at the pedestrian entrance is granite, not sand or mulch as these can be washed away. It was suggested that the Community Payback Team or Maintenance Operative could do this. The Land Management Committee are keen to seek advice/support from the Environment Committee regarding these issues.
8 To discuss the woodland at the bottom of Brundall Memorial Playing field and possible BWG input
The Land Management Committee are keen to take up the offer of a 25-year peppercorn rent on this land and are interested in getting input from BWG. Chris Muskett is going to review the area and bring his findings back to the next Environment Committee meeting.  
9 To consider a request from Brundall Memorial Hall to create a Wildlife space in the overgrown area of their playing field.
It was AGREED that Chris Muskett would have a meeting with BMH to consider their aspirations for the area. The BMH could put up a notice to say that this area was their wildlife area.
10 Draft Management Plans
The draft management plan for the Countryside Park are approximately 2 weeks away from being circulated for consultation by the Land Management Committee as a whole rather than individuals having input.
The Cremer’s Meadow draft management plan is in progress.
The Parish Council are actively looking to replace the boardwalk at Church Fen.
The Norfolk’s Local Recovery Strategy was bought to the attention of the Committee by Tim Strudwick. This is exciting as it is specific to Norfolk and is not National. The Parish Council will respond to the consultation.   
11 Cremer’s Meadow Pond
It has been established that the pond is not Great Crested Newt friendly and the Norfolk Ponds Project will not be involved. There will be a new plan drawn up as a working document to encourage the pond to become more species friendly. Funding can only be applied for if there is a plan in place. The Environment Committee are happy to continue to assist the Friend’s of Cremer’s Meadow with the pond.    
12 Items for the next agenda
Feedback from BWG
Church Fen Working Group update
Cremer’s Pond
11 	Dates for the next meeting(s):
September 4th 2025

Meeting Closed: 20.10
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