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Draft Minutes Environment Committee held on Thursday 4th September 2025 at 7pm at Brundall Memorial Hall

In attendance: Cllr Gill Buckley (Chair), Chris Muskett, Duncan Painter, Tim Strudwick
Clerk: Claudia Dickson
Deputy Clerk: Clare Watkins
Members of the public: 1
1 To elect the Chairman of the Environment Committee
Cllr G Buckley proposed that Cllr J Warns be reelected as Chairman of the Committee. This was seconded by C Muskett and all agreed. 
2 Apologies for absence
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr J Warns
3 Declarations of interest 
None.
4 Minutes of the last meeting 1st May 2025
The minutes were AGREED as a true and correct record of the meeting and signed by the Chair.
5 Updates from the last meeting (not on the agenda) and any further actions required
May 4.) Has the interest registered by the BWG in funding for biodiversity projects through NCC and BDC been acknowledged or moved forward? 

Chris and Tim presented the proposals for a wildlife pond at the Countryside Park to South Norfolk District Council but were later informed that the park was just out of their catchment area. However, Broadland District Council have now offered a near identical scheme, although South Norfolk were offering £10000 and Broadland are offering £5000. Chris Muskett has been registered to attend a workshop to help in the completion of the application for the funds on 15th October. The project will cost around £10000. The application will require Council approval. It is then hoped that the Environment Committee can source smaller pots, match funding, for the project. 

May 6.b.) At the June meeting of the Land Management Committee, it was AGREED to fund 1 site (at the Cemetery, Council owned) up to £500 (detailed costs required) for the Brundall Biodiversity Improvement Project. This will be considered a prototype for other sites.

The site preparation will commence in the next couple of months. Wildflowers will be seen in the Spring!
This work will be promoted on social media and the newsletter.
A temporary sign is required to inform people of the BWG actions. CW to obtain. This sign can then be used at other sites. When the work is complete a permanent sign will be erected.
The commencement date of the work is required to ensure that the clerks let Garden Guardian (grass cutters) know what is happening.

May 7.) Deputy Clerk CW will source quotations for aggregate for the pedestrian entrance at the Countryside Park early Autumn, to be applied by Maintenance Operative or Community Payback Team. 

Noted. Deputy Clerk RM now sourcing quotation.

6 Public Participation
None.
7 Update on Biodiversity working group matters

a) The Gardening for Nature event on 17th May
The event went well although it was not well attended. It was a very sunny Saturday afternoon, and this could’ve played a part in people not attending. It was agreed that a further event would be organised and it was suggested to hold this at the allotment site or Cremer’s Meadow for a captive audience. The event can be customised to suit the area it is held at.  
b) The meeting held with Brundall Memorial Hall regarding their wildlife area.
Chris met a member of staff from the Memorial Hall. The Memorial Hall wish to create a linear amenity area between their playing field and the new park. Work on this will not commence until 2027. The BWG were interested in improving the biodiversity of an area in the playing field. The Memorial Hall are not interested in that idea, but happy with their plans and would welcome BWG input then. 
c) Findings from the woodland at the bottom of Brundall Memorial Hall
Tim walked through the narrow strip of woodland, that the Council are keen to lease for a peppercorn rent as it is adjacent to land the Council will gain with the new housing, to assess the biodiversity of the area. One thing he noted was boundaries that don’t align. It was suggested that the boundaries be amended to match the land registry map. The landowner will be notified. It is a nice bit of woodland with some good old trees on site. The issues will be protecting the trees from vandalism, and there is some non-native species growth and garden flowers which have been dumped with garden rubbish. It was agreed that the Clerk will call the land agent again to request that the landowner pay for the required tree work before the Council take on the land. It was also agreed that as this would be such a beneficial site for the Council to lease that if no response was forthcoming the Council would pay for the tree work. To be approved by the Land Management Committee.  
The BWG have surveyed both Yare Valley Church’s land. Chris will circulate the report to the Committee.    
8 To receive information regarding an offer from a resident for help monitoring the Kestrel box at the Countryside Park.
It was AGREED at the last Land Management Committee meeting 14th August that the old box needs to be removed at the same time a new one is erected. A new box has been made by the Men’s Shed. The volunteer was asked if he was qualified to remove and erect a box. He isn’t local so this is unlikely. Duncan has volunteered to source quotations for a cherry picker and Deputy Clerk will contact a local tree surgeon to see if he could help.  
9 To consider an offer of an Acer tree and whether it would be suitable to be planted in the ground at the Cemetery
It was AGREED that this was a very kind offer but the tree is not suitable to be planted at the Cemetery.  

10 To receive an update from Church Fen Working Group
There are 2 upcoming meetings. The first with Norfolk Wildlife Trust on 8th September, to receive advice about funding. The second being on Tuesday 30th September to discuss and populate the management plan. Topics for discussion are access, signage, boardwalk, eastern path, restoring the Fen considering rising water levels. To ensure all eventualities are covered.
The idea is to plan for when funding is available. Initial restoration costs, management and maintenance costs need to be calculated. The nonnative species will be mapped so progress in reducing these can be monitored. Specialist Contractors will be required for some of the work, whilst volunteers will be utilised for as much as possible. Tasks will be broken down into achievable chunks. The existence of Church Fen will be published once it is more accessible.
11 Cremer’s Meadow Pond
The plans for the pond have changed. The water quality is improving now it is a standalone pond. Lots of newts have been seen. It was AGREED that the most beneficial thing to do is to monitor the water quality for up to 5 years. A solid database for water quality needs to be created with a monitoring strategy and a framework for recording the data. The biology quality also needs to be monitored. Chris has said he is more than happy to help the Friends of Cremer’s Meadow achieve continuity with monitoring.
12 Draft Management Plans
The draft management plan for the Countryside Park will be circulated for consultation by the Land Management Committee rather than individuals having input at the end of September.
The Church Fen draft management plan is on a similar timescale.
The Cremer’s Meadow draft management plan will be completed by the end of the year.
13 Items for the next agenda
Feedback from BWG regarding the Cemetery biodiversity improvement site
Church Fen Working Group update
CSP Pond funding update
Cremer’s Pond
Gardening for Nature event update
Management Plans
11 	Dates for the next meeting(s):
November 20th 2025

Meeting Closed: 8pm
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